MINUTICS
OF THAE
NINTIH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

MT.VERNON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

\) Movx~t Zion Croren, PriLnies Co., ARK.,}
Thursday Morning, Sept. 28th; 1865, |
The Mt. Vernon Ba'ptist Association, after a painful suspension of
four years, brought about by the unfortunate vya;,\(rom which we
have just emerged, hold ity Ninth Annual Meeting with the ohurch
sbove designated, commencing 'Thufsdny before the 1st Sabbath in
October,

L. The services were introduced by 2n {iitroductory sermon by the
Rrv. W. H. BARksnaLE, of Helena. ‘
LI. After which the Association was called to order by its former
Moderator, and letters from sister churches read, and namos of Mes-

tengers enrolled as appeare in the table below.









2. Report on Davotional Jixercises subwitted a0 acceepted:
Friday, at 11 o’clack, Rev. W. H. Barksdule.

u nizht, Revw TL W, Pasley.
"~ Saturday, 11 o'clock, Bev. I. 8. 6. Watson.
o 2« Rev. IL W. Pa-ley.

u night, Rev. f1. R Bray.
Sunday, 11l o'clock, Rev. \WW. H. Burksdale.
“ night, Rev .S 6. Watson.
J C.Metnay, Chairman,
3. The Associafion adjourned-uuntil Saturday morning, 10 o'clock.

SarenpAy MonyNing, Sept. 30th, 1805,

The Association met pursuant 10 adjournment.

1. Prayer and redding of Minutes by Ulerk.

2 Report on Tomperance ealled for and read.

TempreraNcE.~—Your Comuittec on Tcmpcr:uu:.e hep leave thmake
thé-fv'bll]owin;; rcﬁnrt. st to the cxistence of the evii, of the use of
liquors as a beveraye, sceond to its remedy.

We sce great necessity for reforn in this reepect, in our judgment
there is nothing so hurtful or prejadicial to thevau-e of Chirist, as the
improper use of ardent spitits. 1t 15 one of the greatest agents in the
hands of Natan, for the advancement of his causc and the overthrow of
christianity, that we have any’klowledze of. 1c is argued by somwe,
that a moderate use of liqaur injurzs vy ene. Bat we arc commanded
by the scriptures, “to abstain from all appearance ¢f evil”  This cer-
tainly has the appearanco of evil ubont’ir.

We ﬂ;’)uk itis the bouuden duty, of every fullower of Christ, to dis-
eountenance this evil, to the very utmost ot their ability. - We wonid
earnestly impress it upoa the church to use overy legitimate means
put it down, by both precept and example. /X\'/(\eixp away from liquot
shops, refrain to patronize them, and advise your friends. to do like
wise. Your committee would recommend that the various churches
unite in petitions to the General Assembly, to pass legistative enact:
ments, on the subject of refusing licerde to dram shopa. We verily be-
lieve, that if evéry christian would do his whole ‘duty io this behalf,
that this great evil would Le reatonably removed. Dram shops would
die out for want of customn, and thousands of souls would bLe saved
from ruin. Reepectfully submitted,

W. H, MARTIN, Chairman.
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3. Repott on Circular Letter ordered to be published.

1 Report on Domestic Missions. »

DOMESTIC MISSIONS.

We, your committee, prosent a condensed reaolution, in lieu of a
report, which we respectfully submit :

Resolved, That we consider Domestic Missions—within the bounds
of this Association—as being the most important of all objects at
pfesent, claiming tho aid of this body; and we urge our Executive
Bg&rd to do all within /s power, and all the brethren and sisters to
Jdo al-within theirs, to shave the gospel preached in every neighbor-
hood iu this Association

~ PoS) GO WATSON, Chairman.

5. Rev. 11, W. Pasley was appointed to preach the next introdue-
tory sermon. Rev. II. 1. Bray alternate.

6. New lope was selected as the next place for holding the Associ-
ation. .

7. Lev. 1. 8. G. Watson to preachnext ggor during the Asecsiation,
on tha distinction of Church and Christian fellowship.

3. Adjourned by motion, when Rev. P, 8. .G. Watson, zccording to

appuintment, preached.
2 o'crock, P. M.

The Moderator having called the Association to order, proceeded to
business—
RESOLUTIQNS.
Resolved, That it is with sorrow we hereby record the death of

Elder T. U. Wilks, 2 member of this Association. lIle died on the
— of ———1865.  We offer our sympathy to his bercaved family

and destitute churches. .

Resoleed, That we need greatly a Baptist newspaper published
tomewhere in this region of country.

Resolved, 2. That we recommend Memphis as the place at which we
are willing to unite with the Baptists of Tenn. and Miss., in sustain -
fog 2 Denominational ergan, and until thep we recommend to the de-
nomination the very valuable paper known as the “Western Recordey”
published by Rev. Mr. Waller, in Louisville, Ky.

2. Treasurer’s report called for, and submitted as follows:

TREASURER'S REPORT. "

DEAR BRETAREN: As Iam unable to ascertain the amount paid for

the Minutes of the last Association until I go home, I would ask leave
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to report to the clerk in regard to the balatce oo hand, and he cap 1.
port the amount through the Minutes.

Received present session €39 135,

We tbe committee certify the above as correct, in rezard to the
amount paid at this session.

I, P. SLATGUTER,

3. Report on Education and Sabbath Schools read and approsel,
but for the want of means their publication is omitted. Not becans
they are unimportant, for we cannot foo stronzly urge both upoa our
Churchesy being, as they really are, the hand-maids to religion.

4. [lesoleed, That this Association appoint a Missionary who shall
act as Agent for the Association, and therehy raise lis own salary in
the ficld in which he preaches; and if, at any time he thinks proper,t
constitute an aunxiiiary buard, who shall 1ct in Larmony with the
Board of this Association.

Resileod. 2. That Bro. Bray be appointed said agent ; all of Whl\
was carried. \ . ‘

5. Resolend, 3. That the thaaks of this Assosiation are dur and are
hereby teadered to the members of this Chureh, and also to the neigh-
borhood for the very kind manaoer in which they have entertainel
this body.

6. flsolved, 4. The Clerk be granted the usual fee, and drive the
Lest bargain he can for the publicativn of the Minutes.

7. R-solved, 5. That the Moderator and Clerk assign at their leis
uré, and choosc men to report at the next Association on the subjects
reported nt/\%is, and that their report be made in the published Min:
utes,

8. Drethren, in compliance with your request, we koow no better
place\for said report than on this page. -

On 'Education—TRer. 11 W. Pasley, Rev. W, Iv'por, L Lockh.

On Subbath Schools—Rev. E. Holland, C. W, Ilickey.

Oa Temperance—Rev. P, S. G. Watson, John C. McCrary.

On Domestie Missions—Rev R. F. Thomas, and Rev. IL R. Bray.

On Cireular Letter—W. L Martin, Rev. M.AV. Izard.

On Suate of Churches—E. St. J. Martm Ed Mooney and P. S. ;. Watson,

9. All business being now disposed of in a very quict and harmoni-
our manner, the Association was addressed for a few moments by the
presiding officer, and, on motion, etood adjourned until Thuredsy
morning preceding the 1st Sabbath in October, 1866, then to be con:
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veped with New Hope Church, Phillips county, 13 miles N. W. of

{Ielena.

SPENCE HALL, Muderator.

W. 1. BARKSDALE, Clerk.

SATURDAY KVENING, Sept. 30th, 1865.

AN ATFTTER NOTE BY THE CLERK.

Srethren of the Association were now prepared to listen to
preaching, instead of preparing reports, ag is too frequently done,
when the Association meets on Sofurday instead of Thursday.

Tie neighbors too, had ‘built quite a large arbor,  and Sunday it
was crowded with willing bhearers, to whom the word was preached
in faithfulness by thosc appointed in the Report of the Committce. Nor
was it confined to that day; but for elcven days and nights,—brethren
remained and preached until forly souls were, as we trust, hopefully
converted to God. 'To Ilim be glory and honor!—Amen.

" LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS.

Rev. M. W. Jzard, Rev. IT. W. Pasley, Rev. I>. 8. G. Watson,

Rev. Wm. M. Rafer, Rev. H. R. Bray, Rev. 1. Holland,

Rev. B. I'. Thomas, Rev. W. 1I. Barksdale.

' LICENTIATES.
—— Wolvestern and R. N, Crawford.
CIRCULAR LETTER.
To the Drethren and Sisters of the Mount Vernon Association:

As your messengers we have transacted the business harmoniously,
and take this occasion to address each of you pereonally, as though
preeent with you, upon the duty you owe to God and to your fellow-
man. ! - '

1. Your duty tv God. You are not your own, you aro bought and
paid for with-tbe blood of the Sen of God, therefore, you should glo-
rify him, both in your bedy and spirit which are his. As the pur-
chescd on earth, let yeur conversation be such as becometh a ehris-
tian; never use the name of God in a light or trifting manuer: never
say irreverently, “My God,” “Good Lord,” “Yord-a-mercy;” never so
speak as to give a reason to cven doubt your word; never in short,
speak in such o manner that you cannot consistently ask God to bless
what you have said.

Letyour actions bo like Christ's. Remember, you are justified be-
fore God by faith, but before men by works; God ean sce faith, men
cansee works only; hence, you are hereby exhorted so to act that
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others—impenitents—*“may see your good works and glorify you
Father whois in heaven.” If you would cffect good, you must gain
and sustain a consistent christian charaeter “by a pious walk gpq,
godly conversation.” “The tree is known by its fruit;" if your frgj
is bad, the people of the world will say, the tree is bad also, and jun
there ends all your influence for good. Guard carcfully your infly.
ence, “Abstain from cvery appearance of evil;” never hazard you
christian reputation by countenancing dram-drinking, /dancing, novel
reading, or any other thing that has the “appearance of evil.”

“The time is short,” and you have much to do. “We t allgp.
pear before the judgment seat of Christ:" Are you ready? Is your
lamp trimmed and burning? IHave you discharged all your dutyt
God as he requires of you? Answer these for yourself.

2, Tour duty to your fullow-man, Though christians, God design
to convert the impeniteat, and henee z\é:nson why you were not in-

mediately taken up to heaven, upon betpg converted; you have muck
work to do, to benefit your fellow-man; God_ba8 honored you iustesd
“of angels, as his instrument in the conversion of the world. How
great the honor? Ilow weighty the responsibility ?

God has chosen you and us it appears, to labor within the bound
if this Association; is the ficld well, thoroughly eultivated? Alas! No.

Brethren and Sisters, bestir yourselves: read the Bible more, re-
flect and act. Listablish and keep up prayer:meetings, Sabbath Schools,
Bible Classes; attend promptly your Naturday and Sabbath church-
mectings. You belong to Christ, labor for him; give to his cause your
influcnce, your time, and money, till you feel the sacrifice. Do ot
give more for tobacco, plugged or pulverized, or for jewelry and rib-
bands, than you give to the_cause of Christ. Once we had much but
honored God with a mite dnly, and he has permitted us to be robbed;
shall we provokehis displeasure with what little is left? May God
forbid. c '
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