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Mourn ZioN Crrullcn, PmLLIPB Co.,-AnK.,} 
. Thursday .M.ornin g, Sept. 28th~ 1865. 

The M t . Vern on lla.ptis t Associa tion , after a painful suspension of 
four y'oars, brought abo ut by the unfortun ate , . r, .rom which we 
have just emerged, hold it~ Ninth A nn.c1al ./tft)cl ing with the church 
above dceignated, commencin g ·Thui'sdny before the 1st Sabbath in 
Oetober. 

I. The services were introduced by :!n irll.roductory sermon by the , 
Hx v. W. H . BARK SD ALE, of Helena. 

II. Afte r which the Association was called to order by i&s former 
Mode~ato r, and lett e rs from sis te r churches read, and names of ?!Ie• ­
aongers enrolled as nppcara in the table below. 
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lll. By' motion , adjournc~ until 10 o'clock lO·IIIOiroW morning­
Praye r by Deacon S. HALl.. Sermon at night by Hev. ll. R. Bray. 

FIUDA Y MORNI:>u , l 0 o'clock. 

'J'be Association was con ve ned Ly singing an d prayer. 
1. Proceeded to th e election of olli. ccrs fur the enouing Jenr, which 

resulted in the choice of Deacon 8. Hall, Moderator; Hev. W. B. 
llarksdalc, Clerk ; e·~v. 1'. S. G. Wat.8on , Cor. Stc'ty.; Deacon Jno. c. · 
McUray, Treasurer. . 

2. Tho .Moderator, n ':..kang hi~ ~cat, ofl'crod a few appropriate re-
11;ark s, and pr~cccdcJ immc(liat.ely t.o the rcgular ·ordcr of'. businesa. 

:l.i -l'ctitionary letteru called fur, uud the fo.!lowing ofi'cr!)d: Bear 
Crec/:-Dcleg:~tc~, .J. J. Welb, .r. C. lllcCray, Mulwssa,~Dclegato 
Her. 1£. W l'asley, Shilo, Jllouroc'-Dclcgatcs, J. \v. Il.heuark, and J: 
.\ . ~Wicker . To all' of whom the right hand of' fcllo\Tship wa,s given 
by t c ~I odcrator. . · 

·t 1oUon, the clerk wa~ instructed, ~s but little money bad 
been sen't up for llliuutcs, to make them as brief as . his judgment 
would di ctate, abbreviating, if necessary, every report which may be 
oll'.:rcd , BOas to make the publishing of the l\linutesas cheap as possi· 
blc. 

5. l•'ollbwiog Commit.t.ees were then appointed to report as aoon u 
. practica.blc:· · 

Co mmillcc on Drcoliorwi· J':J·c rciscs, com isliog of J . C. McCray, H . P. Slaughter and 
· ]llcDrul. 

" Sa6brtth. School-D. W. ITickcy, Ed. Mnrtio, snd J. J. Welb. 
" Fi,urce-D, S. Sleigh, H. F. t:llnughtor and Goorgc Tilissit. . 
'' Dom estic Boirrd-JL P. Slaughter, Wm. Porter, C. W. Hickey, J. H. 

Hicks, Ed. Mnrlin. 
" Educntiou-'- 11. W. Pasley, H . nnrny, John McDnoiel. 

Cern. to Aucrlain State of C..'hurcht.s-I'. S. G. Watson, G. F. lllack, G. F. Baldwin. 
" 011 Temperance-\\'. L. Martin, C. W. llickey, ·aird E<l. M. Mooney. 
" " Ni-!siorts-1' . S.' G. Watson, J. C. McCray, and H. P. Slaughter. 
" " Circular Y.cl/cr-II. W. ~':> ; ley, P. S. G. Wahoo. 
G. The Association adjourned, and by appointment made by the 

Chairman on Dcvo_t.ional Exercises, the Rev. W. H. Barksdale again 
addressed tho congregation, after which there was intcr~ssion for 
dinne~:, which the kind nei ... hbors had provided-for/ the· occasion. 

y . ) - " . 

2 o'cLocK, P. l\I. 

Dinner being over, the Association rc·nRscmblcd .for business. 
1. Rules of Decorum were read by the l\Iodcrntor • 

.. 
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~- Jleport on Dcvo ti ounl 1-::terciscs sulnui tt d an •J accccpt~~tl : 
Frid~y , a t 11 o'clock R c,·. W . n. I3 ark ~dal c . 

ni r•ht, Hcv II. W. l'a,dcy . 
11 ~'c l ock , Hcv. 1'. S. G. \\'at, on . 
·• ' ' Hev. Il. \\". !'a -I ry . 

night., ltcv. H. H. Bray. 
::iunday,. 11 o'clock, 1\ .:v. W. II. 13 urbrl ale. 

" ni!;ht , Hcv l•. S. C: . Watson. 
· · J . C. ~h ·l' HAY, Chrzirmnr1. 

3. The As~ociation nJjourncJ·until ~:bturday morninl!. 10 o'clotk. 

;.;.ny m>.n:-. ~lnn:-;_r:cli, ~ r pt. :w~h, ! ~ ~.:;, , __ 

The As~ocintion in~t pur~uant to atij ournmc.•:t: 
1. Prnycr ' and reiJi'n~ oDlinut~s by _C lcrk .. 
~ llcport on' Tom)JCrr.ncc ca1lcJ for and r'ca•l. \ 

TE~H'f_ll .\:'\~~ :-~Yol!r \~~ ~mi ~Jce on Tcmp~rarre~ beJ; lca\'C -~~ 
tb CfOllowin)! rcp:nt, l.::,.t t_o the eJti,<!Cncc or !lot! evi i, of' tlir. u;c o( 

liquors a~ a _ Lcl'cta~c, ~ccoud to it~ ·ret.nccly. . 
wc ·scc grc:it licccsRity fur ref',)rrll in tht ~ re, pcct, in our judgment 

Lhcr~ is ~othi n:; so hurtful or prcj ad !<: i~l to tht! t·a \1 · c of Christ, n~ tb1 
improper usc or'ardcnt ~pi tit;. lr. ts oue of'thc g~eali!Ft agents in th! 
bands of :-:atnn, !'or the ahanccruent of his cau-e ~nd the ovcrthro~ o( 

christianity, that we ha\'C any 'ldmdcd;;e ·or.. I r. i~ aq:ued l•y somr, 
.~bntn moderatl!'usc ul'li·t •lUI' iuj ·n~ ; I) :J '•.: IIe . B..~t· wc arc CO llllDl!lde·l 

J,y the scriptures, " to abstain l'rolll all nppc:'ll'3nc~ tt' o.vil." This m · 
\ainly has the appearanco of ·e,' ii aboat .... it. 

We tlh-pk it i.s th~ bound::n duty, ~f' e\·er~· foll_r;·il' : ~ ~f ChriHt, to di•­
countcniocc thc3 ev1l, to the very utmost ot tltclr au1ltty. ·We II'ODI ·l 
earnestly imprcs5 it up•lil the church to usc O\'ery lcgitim3te rueaos t•J 
'Jlp t it down; hy bo th precept and example . /K~p :may from liquor 
abops, rcfr :! in to patr~ni zc them, and arlvi~c your friends, to do like· 
wise. Your committee would recommend that the nrious churches 
unite-in pet!tions to the General Assembly, to r•aSS lcgistativo cnacl· 
acnts, on the subject of refn•ing .licen4e to dram sbop3. We veri! I_ be­
licv'.! ; that if every christi an \vo uld 'do his whole - d~ty in this· behalf, 
that this great evil would Le rea5onably removed . Dram shops would 
.die ont for want of c~stom, and thousands of ~oul~ would be sa~eJ 
from ruin. Re•pcctfully submit~cd, 

W. H. MABTlN, Ch'limw n. 
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3. l~e poH on Uircular Letter ordered to be published. 
-l . ltcpo r t on Domestic Missions . . 

DOi\IESTIC MISSIONS. 
We, your comm ittee, pro1cnt a condensed resolution, 1n lieu of :r. 

report, which we rcsp ctfully submit : 
R~solved, That we consider-Domestic Missions-within tho bounda 

of his Association-as being the most important of all objects at · 
p c cnt , claiming tho aid of this body; and we urge our Executive 
13 rd to do all within its power, and all the brethren and sisters to 
do a {!thin th eirs , to • have th e gospel preached in every neighbor­
hood iu thi~ Association 

l'. '. G. \"\AT ON, Cllairman. 
5. g cv. ll. W. Pasley. ITa~ ap pointed to 'proach the next introdue­

tory sermo n. Re~ . ri. R. Bray alternate . 
G. ~ cw Hope was selected as the ncx:t pl ace for holding ths Aasoci-

ation. . 
I . 1: c1•. 1' . S. G. \\' :a. tso n to preach next Jfll.T during the A.!c co iation , 

uo :h~ d iotinctio11 of Church and Christian fellowship . 
.:l . Adj ourned hy mo ti on, wh en· Jtcv. P. S . . U. Watsou, according to 

appointme nt, preached. 
2o 'c r.ocK,P. l\1. 

The Mod erator havin{; called the As~ociation to order, proceeded to 
b u ~ inc ss-

RI~SOLUTIUNS. 

N•· lo l ~:c cl, That it ia with eorrow we hereby record the death of 
Elder '1'. U. Wilks, a member of this A &sociation. Jlc died on the 
- ofrr-- 1 G:i. We o!lcr our sympathy to his bereaved family . 
and destitute churches. . 

Rcsvlvc cl, That we need greatly a Baptist n e w~ pup er publiahej ' 
•omcwhere in 'this regi on of country. 

Resolved, 3. That we recommend l\Icwphis as the place at which we 

arc willi.ng to unite wi ~h the Baptists of 1'enn. and Miss., in sustain . 
log a Denominational ergan, and until then we recommend to the dll­-nomination the very valuable paper known as the "Western Rccorde " 
published by Rev. l\Ir. Waller, in Louisville, Ky. 

2. Treasurer's rep ort called for , and submitted as follows: 
TREASUR E R 'S R EPORT . . 

DEAR BrtETn REN : As I am unable to ascertain the ainount paid for 
the Minutes of the la st Association until I go homo, I would ask len• · 
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to repor t to the clerk in regard to tho bllauce on band, and he can re. 
port the· amount through the Minutes . . 

Received prese~t sessio ~ $3!> :15. 
W e l. 0 rco.mmittee certtfy the above u correct, in regard to tbt 

am011nt paiu'at this scs ion. · 
( / · II: ·P. SLA TG IIJ'ER. 

3. Iteport on 1-:Jucatioo and S.1bb1th Schoob rend and approred, 
but for the want of means their· publication i!i omitted. :-lot becau31 

they are unimportan t, for we cannot /no stron;:;ly urge both upon our 
ChurcheFI being, a.s they really arc, the haod·maids to religion. 

4. R esolced, That thi :1 A~socia t i on appoint a ~li:;_s i o oary wh o ~ball 
act a~ Agc11t for the A~~ociat.ion, nnd thereby raise hi; own ~~lary in 
tho field in "·hich he preaches; and if, at any time be thinks proper, to 

constitu te an au :l:i liuy -l>o1rd , who sl111l act in t::u mony with the 
Board of this Associat ion. · \ 

Res?fL· _.l . 2. Tha~ llro. Bray he ap;>Ointcd sai,l 3gcnt ; nll of whic\ 
was carried . 

~ 

u. Resolvr<l, 3. T hat th0 thanks of this At;s o~i:l ti o n arc due and are 
hereby te adered to the members of this Church, and nl~o to the neigh· 
borhood for tl:c very kiud manner in which they have eotertnineJ 
this body. 

G. R~.·so l~ed, :·l. The Clerk be granted the usual r~e, and drirc the 
best bargain be can for the puldicuti,n of the ~linu tes. 

I. · fl"solvcd, :i. That the Moderator an•l Clcr:. as5ign at thei r lci1 · 
uri, and choose men to report at th\l next Association on the suhjech 

· reported atAis, and that their report be mo.dc in tho 1w!JlU;hed ~lio· 

utcs. ) 
8. llrcthrco, in compliance with your rNJU05t, w~ k;ow no better 

Place fll r said report than on this pa"'e. 
'! . 0 /\ 

0 11 'EducatioJI-Rev. H. 'V. Pas\C'y, Hcv. 'Vm. R:tpcr, E. J.,ockh. 
On o a6Lath ~·chool.t-Hev. E. llollanu, C. W. HlckPy. 
0,1 Te:mp~rancc-Rcv. P. S. G. Watson, John C. McCrary. 
0 11 Domestic Mission:-Hcv R .. F. Thomas, and Hcv. U. R Bray. 
On Circular Ltttcr- W. L Martin, He1·. !IL 1\'v. Iz~rd. 
Oa Stat~ of Churches·- E. St.. J. Martin, Ed Mooney and P. S. r. W :J.tson. 
!l. All business being now disposed of in a very quiet and hnrmoni· 

our manner, the Associati.on was addrcescd for a fc:w moments by the 
.presiding officer, and, on motion, .etoorl adj ourned unti l Thursday 
morning preceding the l st Sabbath in October, 18GG, then to be coo· 
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vcoed with Nc~ llopc Church, PhillipR county, 13 miles N. W. of 

Helena. 
SPENCE llALL, Aloderator. 

W. IT. llAnKSDAr.r., .Cler/,. 

SATURDAY EvENING, Sept. 30th, 1SG5. 
AN AFTER NOTE BY THE CLERIC 

rct.hrcn of the Association ,,.ere now prepared to listen to 

11rrac ing, instead of preparing reports, as i~ too freq\lcntly done, 
~h~n t e As"ociation meets on Saturday instead of Thursday. 

Toe ne1 g bors too, had 'built quite a l~rgc arbor, : and Sunday it 
was crowded with willing hearer~, to 'vhom the word was preached 
in. faithfulness by those appointed-in the Repor~·of the .Commill~e. Nor 
was it confined to that day; 'but for eleven days and nights,-brcthrcn 
remained and preached until forty souls were, as we trust, hopefully 
cool'cr ted to God. To IIim be' glory and honor!-Amcn. · 

/ Ll::)T OF ORDAINED l\IINISTEUS. 
He1•. ~1. W. Izard, H~. JT. w: l'aslcy, Rev. P. S. G: Watson', 
Hcv. "'m. l\Lllo.fer, Hev. II. R llray, ltcv. R Ilolland, 
Rev. 13. 11. Thomas, Rev. W. IT. Barksdale. 

, LICENTIATES. 

-- " olv~;; tcrn and R N. Crawford. 

CIR.CULAU LETTEU. 
To tlu; Ercthrw and Sisters ·n; the .lllvunl Fmwn Association: 

As your n,c~~cngers we have transacted the business harmoniously, 
and take this occasion to addre~s each of you pcreonally, as though 
prr~cnt with JOU, upon the duty you GWC to God and to your f~llow-
man. fJ . 

l. l'uur dury to Uod. You arc not your own, you aro bought and 
paid for with · tbe blood or the Son of God, therefore, you should glo­
rHy him, both in your body and spirit which are his. As the pur ­
eh~sl d on earth, let yeur cont·ersation be euch ns becometh a chris­
tian;.never usc the name of God in a light or trifling manner: never 
!ay irreverently, "l\IyG od," "Good Lord," ''l.ord-a-mercy;" never so 
•peak as to give a reason to cv~ndoubt your word; never in short, • 
6peak in such a manner t}Jat you cannot consistently ask God to blcEs 
ll'bat you have said. 

Let your actio11s be like Christ's. J,'tcmembcr, you a'rc justified be­
fore God by faith, but before men by worh; God can sec .faith, men 
can .. ce works only; hence, you arc hereby exhorted so to act tb:~t 
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otbers-impenitcnts-"may see your good works and gloriry your 
Father who is in hea>cn." If you would effect good, you must gaia 
and sustain a con istent christian character " by a pious 1•:alk nod 1 

godly conversation ." " The tree is known by i~s fruit;" if your frail 
is bad, the people of the world will say, the tree is bad also, and ·ju!t 

· there ends all your influence for good . Guard carefully your influ. 
cnce, "Abstain from every appearance of o\·il ;" never hazard your 
christian reputation by countenancing dram-drinking, dancing, norel 
reading, or any other thing that bas tho "appearance f evil." 

"The ti-me is s~ort," and you have much to do. ••We tall ap-
pear before the judgment scat of Christ:'· Arc you ready? Is your 
!amp trimmed and burning? Ila>c you . discharged all your duty to 
God :IS be requires or you? Answer these for yourself. 

2 . . r our cluty to !JOIIT (c!low-mrw. Though christianA, Cod dcaignr 
to con_vert tho impenitent, ·and h_cnr.c ~cason -why you were not im. 
mediately bkcn up to heaven, upon bca g conn;y tcd; you ha>e much 
work to do, to benefit your fellow-man; o.d.Jl-na honored you iustead 
~or angola, as_ his instrument in tho com·crs10n of the world. Ilow 
great the honor? n~w weighty the responsibility 't 

God bas chosen you and us it appears, to labor within tho bounda 
ir this As!ocintioo; is the field well, thoroughly culti,·atcd? Alas! No. 

Brethren and. 'istcr3, bestir younelvcs: read the Bible more, re· 
fleet and net. Eotabli sh and keep up praycnncctings, Sabbath School;, 
Bible. Classes; attend promptly your Saturday and Sabbath church· 
meetings. You belong to Chri5t, labor for him; give to his cause your 
influcnce;·your time, and money, till you fe el the sacrifice. Do not 
give more for tobacco, plugged or pulverized, or for jewelry and rib· 
bands, than "you give to the, en usc of Christ. Once we had much bnt 
honored God with a mite only, nnd ite bas p~rmittcd us to be robbed · 
ehall we pro>okc his 'di 1 leasurc with what little is left? :Jhy God 
forbid. ' 

/ 
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