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The Springtown Baptist Association met with the chureh at Wager
Mill, according to previous appointent, and the inteoductory sermon was
delivered by Elder AL J. l".sh-s. from 1l Cor. 5, 20: =*Now then we are
embassadors for Christ.’

Recess was then taken and dinner provided upon the grounds, after
which the Association was called to order by the former moderator, J. 1L
Hogan ; prayer offered by Elder L. 1L Palmer.

' Elders A. J. Estes and J. F. Mitehell were .lmmmh d o read the let-

ters from the churches and the messengers’ names Jwere enrolled. (See
Ctabléd.)

Brethren T, B, Greer and James W, Greer were appointed tellers and

| the Association went into permanent organization, cleeting . R John-

| son, Moderator. and J. C. Robertson, Clerk.
Petittons were called for, when a petition was presented from the Lib-

erty church, near Evausville, borne by T, B, Greer, F.o G. 0 Kimbrongh,

B. P. Fields and J. W. Greer. A\ protest aminst its reception, purport-
ing to be from the Vineyard church was presented by Geo, Tatum, The
i consideration of the petition was set for Saturday morning, first busimess.
: Correspondence called for; none responded,

Visiting ministers were invited to seats, and aceepted by Elders J. 11
Hogan, Indian Territory, L. I1. Palmer, Bethel church, W. W, Rife, Eu-
reka, and Geo. Tatum, Round Mountain.  “The following committees were
then appointed: On Divine Service, J. C. Robertson, W M. Murphy., .

[ W. McCoy, J. M. Peak and John Givens, Jun. Finance: E. S, Gibbs

and G. W, Setser.  Edueation: B, A. Ssmmons, A. E. Brieght and J. I,
Mitchell.  Temperance: IL Hightill, A E. Bright and B. 1. Weller.

Obituaries: Wm. Edwards, G. \\ \lc(,uv and J. M. Allman.  Sabhath
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Schools: . Hifightill, A. M. llmlgcu uml\;\( E. Bright Home Ms-
sions: Wm. Davis, D. Jessee and Wm., Edwards.  Publications: A. J.
Estes, J. C. Robertson and J. F. Mitchell.  Queries:  W. M. Murphy,
J. M. Peak and B, A, Sammons.  The Association adjourned till  half
past 8 o'clock, Saturday morning.  Prayer by Wm. Davis.

a Saterpay MorziNa,

The Associntion met pursuant to_adjournment.  Prayer by G. W,
Setser. The minutes of Friday read and approved ; roll called and ab-
sentees marked.,

"The petition of Liberty cifurch was taken up, and T. B. Greer was
heard in answer to the protest.  Action upon the petition was deferred
till the next meeting of this Body. and a committee of six were appointed
to meet with the l,alwrl\ chureh and investigate as to their condition, and
report at the next meeting of the body ; also that the committee be in-
structed to act in concert with a like committee from the Fayetteville As-
sociation, should they deem it advisable to meet with us. The following
brethren are the committee: J. F. Mitchell, A. M. Rodgers, A. J. Estes,
B. A. Sammons, Wm.. Davis, P. R. Johnson. Reports called for, when the

- committee on Home Missions was read ; pending action on the report, took

recess for preaching and dinner, to resume business at 1 o’clock. After
recess resumed husiness, and the report on home missions was adopted.
The l-lxcculi\'il{(urul made their report, read and adgpted. The
committees on finapee, temperance, Sabhath schools, educatiog, and obit-
uaries made 1eports in order, each of which was read and adopted. Ad-

| jomned till Monday morning half past 8 o’clock. Prayer by Bro. W. W.
| Rife. °

Moxpay, Seer. 22p, 1884,

84 o’clock A. M., Association called to order by the moderator;
prayer by Elder Wi, Edwards.

The minutes of Saturday read and approved.

Permission was granted to read an address presented by the messen-
gers from the Liberty church.

The committee on queries reported the following query and answer:
“Iow should a church be regarded that fosters and 3ustains a minister
who is known to be irregular in his ordination?’* Answer: ‘‘Regard it as
beng in disorder.””  B. A. Sammons, chairman. In as much as Zion
Hill church is the church referred to in the above query, and Bro. B.
Moor the minister, Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to
labor with said church, and if possible rectify the irregularity of Brc.
Moor's ordination and report at the next meeting of this body. Breth-
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ren B. H Weller, A: E. Bright and E. S, Gibbs were appointed, and  on
motion. J. M. Peak and D. Jessee were added to the committee.
The committee on publieations made areport which was read, objeeted

to, amended, and adopted as amended. See the report.

It was determined that the next mecting of this Association be held
with the church i Temperance Hill, commencing at 11 o’clock on Thurs-

i day before the 3d Sabbath in Sept., 18835, Elder Jokn Givens to preach
| the introductory sermon, and Elder J. W. We ~1 alternate.  The following

! resolutions were offered : Resoleed, That Art. 2 of the Coustitution be -

. amended so as to read, *On Thursday lu fore the 3d Sabbath in Septew-

ber at the place previously appointed.”  Adopted by a two-thind vote,
Resolved, That Art. 4 of the (mnmulmn be ol wmged so as to read,

| **Three messengers for each church of fifty mcmln-x~ or less, and one

¥
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messenger for each feactional part of  fifty ‘over.” vdoptedl by a two-
third vote. Also the following was offered: We the me ssengers of the
Sll-nm Baptist church offer the following smendment to Art. boof  the
Constitution : That all ordained ministers in the bounds of  this  Associa-

i tion shall be members of the body, when recommended by the churches

. to which they belong.  After discussion it was tabled.

The following correspoudence was appointed:  To  the Fayetteville

| Association, Elder J. C. Robertson, L. IL. Palmer:  To the Bentonvidle,

Elder J. C. Robertson; ‘Lo the Cherokee Baptist, Elder Wi, Edwards,
and brethren A. E. Brnght, E. S. Gibbs and J. M. Peuak.

On the pétition of the Round Grove church, a letter of dismission to

the Shoal Creek Association was granted.

The Executive Board was continued. D, Jesse, B. A Sammons, and
B. H. Wellerswere appointed to constitute the Board, and were instructed
to employ a mussionary and vollect means for his sapport, proyvided the
Association shall not be involved in debt.

It was ordered that the clerk superintend the printing and  distribu-
tion of 500 copies of these minutes, inserting the Articles of Faith, Con
stitution and Rules of Decorum, and that he have 85 for his services.

The following resolution was offered by J. F. Mitchell :

Resolved, That this body return itsgthe anks to this church and com- |

“maunity for their bospitaliu‘ during our stay in their mulst.

Each church is requested to give in their  Associational letter the |

amount raised for missionary purposes, Sabbarh School statisties, and the |

names of their deceased members during the year.
The minutes having been read and approved, the Association adjonrn-
ed to time and place of next mecting.  Prayer by Elder J. H. Hogan,
: J. C. Ropenrtsox, Clerk.
P. R. Jonxssox, Moderator.




REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. “
Houk Missions:—We your committee on mission work beg leave to

make the following report: We find great destitution in the bounds  of |
this Association.  Many places where the gospel trumpet is seldom heard ;
souls perishing without God’s precious wapd 1o bring them into his fold.
Behieving that we should go in and oceupythe field in obedience to Ilim
who said, “Go ye into all the world and preach my Gospel,””  that  they’
may hear and believe, and believing this to be the duty of the churches, |
we, therefore, recommend that the Association appoint and keep a  mis-
stonary in the field, and that the churches  contribute  liberally  of - their
means for his support, while he is- doing the work of the churches. |
Brethren, let us prove our faith by owr works, and not simply wish and |
pray that the destitute may be fed  while we withhold  from them the

hread of life. Respectfully submitted,
. W, Davis, Chairman. ‘
i Fixaxce:—We your cothmittee find sent up from the churches for |
printing minutes 822,00, In hands of the clerk from the last year §2.75. |
Total amount §24.75. ( Ep. S. Gmss, Chairman.

Temrerance:—We vour committee on temperance submit the follow-
ing: As we are denominated by God himself “*thé light of the world,”” and
commanded to shun the appearance of evil, therefore we believe it to be
mnorally wrong for a brother to make a habit of visiting saloons, or drink-
ing intoxicating drinks as a beverage, because the tendency is evil only,
and has the effect of casting a shadow over the influence of the canse of |
Chirist. - Brethren, encourage temperance, lest our light become dark-
ness.  Some of, our hearts have heeni made to bleed beecause of intemper-
ance.  May Gl open the eyes of his people to the good of his cause,
is our prayer. H. HicuriLy, Chairman.

i Saspat Scioors :—We your committee on Sabbath Sehools - submiat

the following: We are happy to say to you that the Sabbath'School work
- has been nosueeess during the past year, yet there is much more to be
 done. May God enable us to see the great responsibility that rests upon
us in this great work.  Brethren, let us train our children in the way they
should go.  As each grain of sand helps to build the great bars of the
ocean, so ench act of the child forms so much of its future character.
As we believe the Sabbath School to be one of the most efficient means of
supplying the future generation with stores of truth and useful knowledge,
and the better to enable them to carry out the heavy responsibilities
that will rest upon them, we recommend Baptist Sabbath Schools where it
is practicable, but in their absence we recommend union schools. Lose
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' not the great opportunity of imparting useful knowledee.
I, theure, Chainman,
Evveation :—Your committee on education wounld state that we, as
| Baptists, are the friends of edueation; therefore we should foster and lib-
- erally sustain institntions of learning where ehibdren may acquire a hiberal
edueation to prepare them for the daties of life. The need of an edueat-
ed mimstry is so plain that all can see its great necessity ; therefore, we,
your committee, would recommend carnest-effort i this direetion, that our
ministers may be qualified to present ug_nth. combat ervor, and sustain the
cause of Christ. Ao J. Estes, Chairman.
Omirvaries :—We, your committee on obituaries, find that mortality
has been unusually great in our midst during the past year. It has pleas-
I ed God in His providence to remove from us by death the following named
| brethren and sisters: Brethren G. S. Frashur, G. W, Woodard, Deacon
- G. D. Buckner, J. Skaggs and E. J. Gibbs.  Sisters Maxey Lane, Ruth
J. Spradling, Mary Alfrt-\. Naney Wilson, Martha Jones, Jane Whiteside,
Hannab Burgess and Alice Bell. ” All of whom died in the  triumphs  of
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. . We do not mourn for them as if they had
no hope, but we mourn and deplore the loss of our loved ones.
Resolved, That this Association tender its sineere and heartfelt sym-
¢ pathy to the bereaved relatives and friends of the deceased.
Wi, Evwanps, Chairman.
Pusrications :—We, your committee on publications, beg leave to re-
port. We first of all recommend the careful reading and  study  of  the
book of books, the Bible, and that they procure such other literature  as
will aid them in understanding the book divine.  There are things  pub-
lished which we believe to be detrimental to the prosperity of the cause of
Christ ; brethren. we cannot recommend the reading of suchi publieations,
Respectfully submitted. A. J. Estes, Chairman.
Amendment: We (llu-é@mcintinu) recommend  the Tennesee Bap-
tist, Memphis, Tenn. ; The €entral Baptist, and American Baptist Flag,
St. Louis, Mo., as sound in the main and worthy of our patronage.

his time, the Board agreeing to pay half the amount, 875. e has labor

£39.50. P. R. Jouxsox, Chairman.
On Monday a collection was taken and the above debt paid off, the
missionary donating 86.25. Collection on Sunday 89.25, which was turn-

Execunve Boaro:—We, your Executive Board, submit the following»
We employed Elder J. H. llo;.mn by the year at a salary of 8150 for half ;

ed 74 days, preached 56 sermons, dehvered 20 exhortations, made 39 re- |
ligious visits; conversions 21, baptisms 19; assisted in organizing two |
churches, traveled 450 milgs, 'collectccl on lhc field 834.50, ‘received from |
the Board $35,50, leaving a balance due the missionary from the Board of |




Cunningham, BJF. Cooper, W, B. Collins, A J. Estes, Wgn. Edwards,

6t

¥ Mot T !
ed over to the treasurer of the new lhm% '

CHURCHES AND AMOUNTS CONTRIBUTED BY THEM 1O Missions :—Siloam
Springs, 85,75 Spangtown, $1.00: Norwood, 82,00 ; Wager Mill, $12.00;
Caye Springs, $20.00; total 81075, Sahhath \l,lumh npurlml by the fol-
lowing churches:  Siloam Springs, Mt Eoterprise, Harmony Grove and
Wager Mill, with atotal attendanes of 183 papers, 80,

MuissexGins :—Fhint Creek chureh =J. AL Willis, S W, Pofts ; Siloam
Springs—AL Jo Estes, Eo S Gibbsy DL Jessee, Wi Davis ; Spavinaw—A.
M. Rodgers: Temperance Hill—AL E. Bright, B. A Sammons, J. L.
Jones, B, E. Gamble: Honey Creek—T. M. Baghy ; Mt Pleasant—Wm,
Edwards; Mt. Enterprise—GL WL Setser; Butler Creek—J. W, West;
Corner Springs—) M. Peak: Springtown—J. F. Mitchell, H. Hightill;
Norwood—John England, Ed. England; Mason Valley—B. H. Weller, |
John Givens, Jro; Wager Mill—J. C. Robertson, W. M. Murphy, G. W, |
McCoy ; Harmony Grove—J. M. Allman; Cave Springs—DP. R. Johnson; |
Bozauth—G. W. Brunhill.

Preacimise Exercises:—Friday, introductory by A. J. Estes, text,
Il Cor., 5 20 Friday night, J. W. West, text, John, 14-19; Saturday,
G, W, Setser, text, Rom , 6-23; Saturday night, J. H. Hogan, text, Mark, |
16-15: Sunday, 11 o'clack, J. C. Robertson, text, Levit., 13-12,13; at |
3 o'clock, A, J. Estes, Dan., 2-404; Sunday night, J.  F.  Mitchell, Isa.,
Sasl,

Ouparsen Ahnisters:—Elders: John Y. Black, S. E. Baldwin, Wm, |

John Givens, Sr., G. W. Gorden, J. F. Mitchell, J. M. McQraw, L. H.
Palmer, J. C. Robertson, W, 1. Mapes, B. Moore, C. Seeley, Joseph Sct-
ser, Joseph Wintield, J. W. West anit G. W. Kenedy. Total, 20.

LicesTtiates : —Wm. Dayis, D. Jones, 1. B. Lewis, Geo. Matthews,
J:- W ‘\(-tlnnlun (.. W. Setser, B. 1. Weller, B. Brannon and  Shed.
Pearce.  Total,

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

Ist. =We helieve that the Holy Bible, written by men divinely in-
spired, and full of unmixed trath, is a perfect rule of faith and pmcticc

2d.—We believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

3d.—We believe that man, once holy, fell by \nlunt'u_) trnnsnrcssmn.
from that happy state, and is now ultcrl\ \oul of holiness.

Ath.—We believe that sinners are saved by grace alone.

Sth.—\We believe that men are justified by faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Gth.—We believe that salvation is free to all who will accept the




. Gospel.

7th.—We believe that except a man be renewed by the Holy Spirit,

. he is not qualified or prepared for the Kingdom of Chiist on carth, or to
i enjoy his glory hereafter.

8th.—We believe that repentance toward God 'm«l faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ are the duties of every one who hears the Gospel.

9th.—We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God by which
he graciously regenegates, sanctifies, and saves sinners. ;

10th.—We believe that sanctifieation, begun in regeneration, and ever |

| progressive, is the process by which we are made to partake of God’s
(=] R

holiness.

11th.—We believe in the preservation of the saints; that they are
kept by the powdr of God through faith unto salvation.

12th.—We belieye that God's law is the only, the cternal and  un-
changeable rule of Ins church and moral government.

13th.—We believe that a church of Christ is a congregation  of  bap-
tized believers, united in the faith and fellowship of the Gospel,-observing
the ordinances and obeying the laws of Christ; and that its oflicers  are
pastors and deacons. |

14th.—We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion of a be-
liever in water, by a properly qualified administrator, into the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

B5th.—We believe that only such as have been properly baptized and
received into the fellowship of a regularly organized Baptist Church,
should partake of the Lord’s Supper.

16th.—We believe that the Lord’s day or Christian Sabbath  should
be devoutly observed, and sacredly devoted to religious services.

17th.—We believe that civil gmcrmncn! is of divine appointment, mul
that the Governors of States and Nations should be obeyed, when the laws
they seek to enforce are not in coutlict with the Gospel.

18th.—We believe in the future resurrcction of the dead.

19th.—We believe in the final judgment; and that, in that day, the ‘
righteous and wicked will be separated forever.

20th.—We belieye that the rightecus will be made happy  forever in |
Heaven, and the wwkcd miscrable forever in Hell.

RULES OF DECORUM.

|
1. The association shall be opened and closed by prayer. e
2. The moderator and clerk shall be chosen hy the suﬂmges of the :




members prosent.

3.0 The moderator shall be deemed a judge of order, and shall hav
a right to eall to order at any time,

4. Auy member not satisticd with decision on any point of order may |
appeal to the associntion on the same day, but at no other time.

5. Bat one person sbiall speak at a time, and he shall rise to his feet
and on chiaining loave priceed, 1

6 The moderator when addressed for leave of speech shall signify |
“I\.’ same l'\ n: lllllll" llllll or ('\lll'l“l\(‘

7. No momber shall be inte rrapted while speaking, unless he  de- |
part from the subject in hand, or use words of personal reflection ; and
every motion made and seeonded shall-.come under the consideration of
the association, exeept withdrawn by lI:(\wnhcr who made it.

K. Every case taken ap by the associdtion  shall be deaded on or.
withdrawn hefore another is otlered.

B When anything as taken up by the assoviation, after allowing a rea-
sonable time for debate, the moderator shall take the question and  those
in favor of the proposition shall rise to their flcl, and those against it
shall keep their seats,

10, The moderator shall pronounce the decision before the standers
take their seats,

11.  No person shall (lvp.lrl from the service of the association with- |
out leave. =

12. Theap |n||)mtm of inmlh('r shall be used ‘in addressing one  an-
other.

1. The names of lmznlwm shall be called as often as the association |
may direct. {

14.  No member -.lQL be countenaneed in any practice that has a ten- |
deney to interrupt in tinie of public speech.

15.  ‘The myxderator shall bé entitled to same privilege -of speech as |
any other member, provided he wpoint some other member to his seat
while he is speaking, but shall ndt be allowed to vote unless the associa-
tion be equatly divided.

16.  Any member hreaking thisdecorum shall be reproved at the dis-
cretion of the gssociation, but only on the day the breach is made.

CONSTI’I‘UTION \
Antiere L—"This Association shall.be composed of messengers who

shall be members of the Churches they represent, (except such as may be

invited to a seat by consent of the body.) and shall be styled “The Spring-
-~
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town Baptist Association.” X

ArticLe IL.—This Association shall meet annually, on Thursday be-
fore the 3d Sabbath in September, at the place previously appointed : and
after public worship, reading the letters from the Churches, and  acting |
upon those soliciting membership, a Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen
from the messengers by ballot, both of whom shall hold their oftices until
others shall be elected.

ArTticLe IIL—It shall be the duty of the Clerk to make au accurate
record of the proceedings of each meeting of the Association, in a hook
provided for that purpose.  He shall also act as Treasurer. ‘

Articre IV.—Each church of fifty members or less may send three
messengers, and one messenger for each fractional part of fifty over. The |
messengers shall present letters certifying their appointment and  brietly
expressing the state of the Churches, their increase and decrease, and their |
aggregate number. Each Church shall send with their letter, money for |
printing the Minutes. i

ArticLe V.—Churches wishing to unite with this Association may |
apply by letter and Messengers, and giving satisfactory anformation of
| their being sound in doctrine and correct in practice, they may be receiv- |
ed by a unanimous vote; in token of which, the Moderator shall give to |
their Messengers the hand of fellowship in behalf  of  the Association. |
Churches may be dismissed upon application.

ArticLe VI.—We acknowledge the independence of the particular
Churches, and that no authority or jurisdiction is  to be exercised  over
them by this Association ; nor will the Association deeide in any  contro-
versy that may arise in any Church: Nevertheless, they deem it ther |
duty- to disown any Church belonging to this body, which may have es-
sentially departed from the faith. \

ArticLe VIL—When a Church shall neglect making any communica-
tion to the Association for three years successively, it shall be considered
as having withdrawn from us, and shall be dropped from the Minutes of
the Association, unless at least two members request their  continuance,
who shall also engage to inquire into their standing and report at the next
meeting of the Association.

ArticLe VIII.—This Association shall have the right to open and
hold correspondence with other Associations, as may ve de¢med expedient.

ArTicLe IX.—It shall be the duty of the Association, from time to
time, to suggest to the several Churches, such measures as may be deemed
wise and proper, to promote the interest of the Messial’s Kingdom, and
spread the Gospel througliout the world.

ArnticLe X.—This Constitution may be amended at any regular
meeting of the Asseciation, by a two third vote of all the members present.
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