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Proceedings

The Mesaengers of the churches composing the Trace Ridge
Associution of Missionary Baptlats met with S8alem Church, Van
Buren County, Ark., Sept. 26, 1514,

‘The tormer Moderator, Eld, John Kimbell, having died the pas*
year, the body was called together by the Clerk. Eld. . T. Cotton
wix tiade Moderator pro tenm.

A short devotional service was hell by the Moderator. The
Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. H. A, McEntire from 1
Peter 5:2.

Bros. Jas. Tudor and A. M. Kimbrell read the letters from the
churches as follows:

SALEM.--R. B, Miller, W. B, Davenport, ¢, E. Roten.

RED HILI—A. L. Treadwell.

MOUNT NEBO- M. . Ragland.

SHADY GROVE—RBy Letter.

SNOW BALL—T. E. Jones,

ARLBERG--Jas. Tudor, Grant Betts, Eliza Detts.

MOUNT PLEASANT—(C. T. Cotton,

PLEASANT GROVE—Sister Belle McEntl T M. Ragland,
It. B. 1lalstend.

LIBERTY-—W. F. Hefner, J. II. Hargeater,

PLEASANT VALLEY—J. M, O'Neal, J. W. and A hi. Kimhrell

BURR OAK—C. C, Milam,

GOOD SPRINGS—I1.. E. Autry, Dexter Arnhart.

PILGRIM'S REST—W. J. Caid.

PLEASANT EXCHANGE—J. . Ford.

FAIRVIEW—By Letter.

PLEASANT HILL—Dy lLetter. .

The Moderator appointed a Devolional Committee as follows:
T. M. Ragland, T. E. Jones, with deacons and pastor of Salem
. Church. .

Then body then was organized permancntly by eclecting Eld. ¢,
T. Cotton Moderator; Eld. M. B. McEntire, Clerk; Eld, R. M. 1lays
Treasurer, ’

Recess was taken to 2 p. m. Prayer by Bro. A. Roten.

EVENING SESSION

Met at 2 p. m. Prayer by A, L. Treadwell. The Moderator
appointed the followlng‘(‘ommlllees:

Destitution—A. L. Treadwell, A. M. Kimbrell, W. B. Davenport.

Asrgoclational Mls?ons—l!. A. McEntire, T. M. Ragland, (. C.
Milam. '

Sunday School--A. Roten, Jas, Tudor, M. €', Ragland.
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Orphans’ Home—R. B. Miller, W. F. Hefner, R.'B. Halsted.
Pastoral Support—(. E. Roten, T. E. Jones, J. H. Hurdgester.
Foreign Missions—R. M. Hays, S, E. Patton, J. P. Ford.
Publication—S. E. Patton, Jas. Tudor, R. B. Halsted.
Obltuaries—-T. M. Ragland, J. W. Kimbrell W. B. Davenport.
Prohibition—A, Roten, C. ¢, Milam, J. \W. Kimbrell.
Finance—A. M. Kimbrell, J. M. O’'Neal, Grant Hetts.
Resolutions—S. E. Patton, H. A. McEntire, W. F. Hefner.
t'ulled for correspondence from other Associations. Hros. J, L.
and E. W. Ward were received from Unfted Association and seated
In our body.

The following were appointed as correspondents:

To United Association—M. B. McEntire, S. E. Patton.

To Blue Mountain—C. T. Cotton, M. B. McEntire.

To Pee Dee—R. M, Hays, S. E. Patton.

Called for report of messengers to xister Associatlons. None
reported.

Invitatlon given for visitors. Eld. H. A. McEntire and wifi
of Osawalt, Okla., accepted and were seated in the body.

The Commlittee on Sunday School made their report, which
wns lald over to Sunday morning, 9 o’clock.

The Commlttee on Destitution made thelr repott which was ad-
opted as follows;

REPORT ON DESTITUTION—We find a large amount of dest'-
tution in our bounds, to-wit: Richland, Denard, Fairview, Zion Hill,
Oak Grove, Shady Grove, Red Hill, Pine Grove, Pleasant Grove,
I'race Rldge, Archie Valley, Cooper Schoolhouse, Hart Suggs, und
many other places. We ask to be supplied with Baptist preaching.
-—A. M. KIMBRELL, Chalrman.

The report of tbe Committee on Associatlonal Missions was
udopted as follows: .

ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS—\We find many churches with-
out pastors, many polnts destitute of gospel preachlng, and we rec-
ommend to this body that we appeal to the churches to contrlbute
of thelr means for the support of a strong gospel preacher, to travel
in our bounds to indoctrinate the churches and take collectlons 10
preach the gospel to the destltute places In our bounds, and that
this body elect a misslonary and put him {n the field for full time,
and pay hlm for his services.—H, A. McENTIRE, Chairman.

By lnvltn.llon Eld. J. M. Beavers was seated ln our body as a
visltor.

On motion adjourned to Sunday at 8 a. m.

Prayer by M. (. Ragland.
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SECOND DAY

Met at 8 o'clock Sunday morning. Singing and prayer by 1. A.
McEntire.

The body held memorial services in behalf of Elds. J. M. Atkin-
son and John Kimbrell (deceased). Talks were made by H. A. Mc-
Entire, MZB. McEntire, A. L. Treadwell, A. Roten, 8. E. Patton, J. P.
Ford, J. M. Beavers, C. T. Cotton. $Song, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.”
Prayer by T. E, Jones.

Took up the discussion on the Sunday School report. Talks
were made by H. A. McEntlre, Jas. Tudor, A. Roten, J, P. Ford, M.
13. McEntire, J. H. Hardgester and S. E. Patton. On motion the
report was unanimously adopted as follows:

REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOIL~—From observation we find a
kreat number of our people negligent and sbow little interest in
Sunday School work. We urge that the churches take charge of
the Sunday School work, and impress the necessity of the Sunday
Scheool and that Baptist literature be placed In the hands of as
many young people as possible, und that Bible Baptist doctrine be
urgently taught our chlldren.—A. ROTEN, Chairman.

Took recess for preaching. The stand was filled Sunday at
11 o'clock by Eld. M. B. McEntire, from St. John 17:18; theme, Sent.

Took recess to 2 p. m.

Met promptly at 2 p. m. The body took up for evening dlscus-
sion the great nceds and destitution of our Association, and after
much discussion and prayerful consideration It was agreed and
voted to put two nien in the fleld for half tlme each, and Elds. M. B.
McEntire of Murillo, Ark, and R. 3 flays of Rockey HIll, Ark.,
were elected as missionaries, and :c}t\ag‘reed to go to work at
once.

Brethren W. . Davenport, Jas Rorie and S. E: I’atton were
elected as an Executive Committee to make contracts, collect fund:
and pay misslonaries. DBelow [a thelr report and contract with the
missionaries:

We your Executive Committee have contracted with Elds. M. B.
McEntlre and R. M. lays for half time each to travel In the bounds
of Trace Ridge Assoclatlon as misslonaries for $2.00 per day. They
are to preach to the chuiches, take collectlons everywhere they go
to get means to go and preach to the destitute places in our bounds,
and report (o us once very quarter. Our first mecting will be on
Thanksgiving Day. Tlen we will meet quarterly to make settle-
ment. Also we ask the pastor and dcacons of each church to col-
lect funds and send to the Treasurer, W. B. Davenport, Rockey Hill,
Ark., for our misslonaries.
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The (‘ommluc;c on Prohibition reported as follows:

PROHIBITION—We are glad to know that Prohibtion is grad.
ually gaining ground. There are now 14 states that have state-wide
prohibition, and we pray all others may follow. There I8 a strong
sentiment in our national congress for national prohibition. We
urge that all people agitate this question until we have created
such a strong sentiment against this, the worst of all evils, until
our nation will be rid of this monster and give us nation-wide pro-
hibition.—A. ROTEN, Chalirman.

This report was sponken to by A. Roten, J. L. Ward, J, H. Hard-
gester, A. M. Kimbrell, and was adopted.

On motion adjourned to 8 a. m. Monday. Prayer by L. E. Autry.

THIRD DAY

Met Monday at 8 a. mn., Prayer by the Moderator.

Read and corrected the minutes.

Petitionary Letters were called for. None presented,

The Committee on Pastoral Support reported and was adopted
as follows:

PASTORAL SUPPORT-—In the first place it is the duty of tho
whole church to attend regularly on the administration of the pas-
tor, and we would advise that the deacons of each church see after
the support of the pastors better, that they may stand on the wall
continually. We bélleve the support of vur pastors is too often neg-
lected and we advise the churches to look after this duty mor~»
closely, and we recomntend this plan: that each male member pay
at least one dollar a year or more, and that each female pay 25 cents
per year or more.—C. E. ROTEN, Chalrman.

On motion Liberty Church, in Van Buren Counly, 25 miles
northwest of Clinton, and 20 miles southwest of Leslle (nearest
rallroad point), was chosen as place for next meeting. Time, Sat-
urday before the fourth Sunday In Seplember, 1915,

Committee on Obltuaries reported as follows:

OBITUARIES—We find that God, this past year, in his infinite
wisdom, has called from labor to rest the following brethren and
sisters: Snowball—Sister Ardelia Gilllam; Salem—Sister Ettie
Barton; Mt. Pleasant—Sister Dot Harris; Pleasant Valley—J. M.
Atkinson; Falrvlew—Eld. John Kimbell; Pleasant Exchange—Jas-
per Maynard: Burr Oak-——Bake Tyler.—T. M. RAGLAND, Chalrman.

When this report was recelved the house was led In prayer by
Bro, T. E. Jones of Snowball,

Committee on Orphans’ Home reported as follows:

ORPHANS' HOME—We recommend that our Orphans’ Home
at Texarkann, Tex.-Ark. be supported, and we ask that collections
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be taken in the Sunday Schools and churches and send to Eld. J. W,
Stus, Marvell, Ark., the Treasurer,of the Howme, and report the
anmount uvnt‘_ln our annual letters to our Assoclation.—R. B, MILL-
EIR, Chalrman.
Report of Finance Committee
Recelved from the churchies for minutes.......... $16 00
Orphans” Home ... . ittt it 3 00
A. M. KIMBRELL, Chatrman.

Committee on Publication reported as follows:

I'UBLICATION—We recommend first of all a thorough study
of the Bible and The Baptist, published at Littie Rock, Ark., and
‘The Baptist Flag, Fulton, Ky., and we advise that our pastors read
our Articles of Faith twice a year In our churches, also our Church
Covenant.—8. E, PATTON, Chalrman.

Comimittee on Foreign Missions reported as follows:

FOREIGN MISSIONS—The Lord commanded us to preach the
gospel to all the world. We should first begin this work at home,
and then put forth our efforts und nicans in sending the gospel to
all the world.—S8. E. PATTON, Chalrman.

On motion the Flnance Committeo was ordered to turn over
the minutes funds to the Clerk to have as many minutea printed as
the money will pay for after retaining $5.00 for his services.

Eld. S. E. Patton was chosen to preach tho Introductory Ser-
won at out next meeting on Saturday.at 10 o’clock a. ms. Eld. A. L.

'Treadwell alternate, , \ )

On mo‘lon the Association rescinded the act of recelving Arl-
berg Church Into our body, on auccount of her retaining In her
membership one Jaumes Tudor, who is8 unsound; and we' further ask
Zion’s Light Church to call for bis credentials (us she s the church
ordaining him). .

Took recess for preaching. After preaching by Bro. J. P. Ford
a resolution of thanks was offered as follows:

Resolved, That we tender our thanks to Salem Church and
gettiement for their kindness during our stay among them. Also
that we as Baptists enter bur protest against the encroachment of
Roman Catholiclsm and all other {sms and sins agalnst our govern-
mwent and churches.—8. PATTON, Chalrman.

REPORT ON COMMITTEE ON DIVINE SERVICE—Preaching:
Saturday, 11 a. m.—EIld. H. A. McEntire; Saturday night—EId. A, L.
Treadwell; Sunday, 11 a. m.—EIld. M. B. McEntire; Sunday night—
Eld. 8. E. Patton; Monday, 11 a. m.—J. P. Ford.—T. M. RAGLAND.
Chalrman.

(Durlng thls session of Trace Rldge Assoclation the good s!stere
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prepared dinner bn the ground every day, which was greatly uppre-
clated by all present and helped us much in dispatching the work
of the body. Better grub, better homes, a better hearted people |
never met with before.—CLERK.)

On motion adjourned to meet with Liberty Church, Van Buren
(‘ounty, Ark., on Saturday before 4th Sunday in September, 1915, ut
10 o'clock a. m.

Sang that good old song, My Christian Friends,” took the part-
ing h:'u:d, no doubt for some of us as last year, never in this world
10 meet again; but we’ll meet in our home above.

Thus closed one of the very best meetings we bave bhad during
our 24 years of work in this world. :

ELD, C. T. COTTON, Moderator.

ELD. M. B. McENTIRE., Clerk.

STATISTICAL REPORTS

SNOWBALL—-—I’aslor, L. Long; Clerk, R. A. Plant; baptized 1.
died 1; excluded 5, restored 2, for minutes $1.50; P’. O. Snowball,
Ark. Total 87.

SHADY GROVE—Total members, 27; for minutes 25c; Clerk.
L. E. McEntire: P. O., St_ Joe, Ark.

SALEM—Pastor, S. E. Patton; Clerk, C. E. Roten; . O., Re-
treat; baptized 7, received by letter 2, restored 2, dismissed 2, ex-
cluded 3, dled 1, total 110; pastor's salary, $27.53; for minutes, $1.75,
good Sunday School.

PLEASANT GROVE—-Panlor. M. B. \lcEnure. Clerk, J. M,
Willbanks; . O., Atlas, Ark. Total members, 28; for minutes $1.00.

PILGRIM'S REST—<Clerk, C. S. Mainord; P. O. Leslle, Ark.
Total members, 20; dismissed 2; for minutes, $1.00,

MOUNT NEBO—Pastor, A. L, Treadwell; Clerk, Tom Ether
ley; P. O., Zack, Ark. Dismissed 1; total 18; for minutes, $1.00.

RED HILL—Pastor, A. L. Treadwell; Clerk, Mary Horton; P.
O., Marshall, Ark. Baptized 2, dismissed 1; total, 32; for minutes,
$1.00. .

BURR QAK—Pastor, W. W. Horton; Clerk, H. E. Guillilam:
P. O, Snowball, Ark.;baptized 1, recelved by letter 3, dismissed 3;
total, 16; died, 1; for minutes, 50c.

GOOD SPRINGS—Pastor, L. E. Autrey; Clerk, J. H. Denny:

. . 0., Crabtree, Ark.; for mlnutea.~70c.

MOUNT PLEASANT—Pastor, C, T. Cotton; Clerk, M. B. Tho-
mas; P, O, Leslie, Ark.; baptized 5, received by letter 1, relation 1,
died 1, for minutes $1.00; total members, 40.

PLEASANT HILL—Pastor, M. B. McEntire; Clerk, C. M.
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Churcli; P, O, Nogo, Ark.; baptized 9, received by letter 6; for min-
utes, $1.00; total members, 45.

LIBERTY-~Pastor, . M_ Hays; Clerk, €. B. Hefner; P. O.,, Mu-
rillo, Ark.: baptized 1, restored 1, dismissed 1, excluded 2, for min-
utes $1.25, total 49. -

FAIRVIEW —For minutes $1.00; Clerk, W. J. Garrison; P. O.
Marshall, Ark. (Have no letter from this church, but money fo.
minutes handed in.—Clerk.)

PLEASANT VALLEY —-Pastor, M. B. McEntlre; ¢lerk, J. M,
O'Neal: I, O, Watts, Ark.; for minutes $1.50; paid to pastor $21.0u,
total members 25; dled 1, dropped from roll 3.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
. We belleve that the Blble was written by (napiration from
God, therefore hus God for its author, salvation for its end, and un-
mixed truth for its mutter. And it must now and to the end o?
time remain the true center of Christian doctrine and life; and by it
all creeds, conduct and opinions will be tried. Phil. 3:16; 2 Tim. 3:
16, 17.

1. Trinity. There i3 only one true God, whose name {8 Jeho-
vah, revealed to man in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
equal in dlvine perfection, and executing distinet but harmonious
offices In the redemption and governmeunt of mankind. John 4:24,
Pa. 73:18; Matt. 23:19,

I1I. The Fall of Man. Man was created holy and under the law
of God. By voluntary cholce he fell (ronihis holy state and brought
all mankind under the curse of sin. Not\:)xholce are his descend
ants sinners, but by nature, being void of holiness, inclined to evil,
and therefore under Just condemnation without defense or excuse,
Itomans 5:19; Eph. 2:1.3; Rlom. 1:19, 20.

IV. Salvation. Sinnera are saved wholly by grace, through
Christ’s mediation. He took our nature upon himself, honored
God’s law by obedience, nnd by his death made full atonement fo-
our sins, and then rose from the dead for our justification, and now
intercedes for us at the throne of the Father, thus becoming a sulit
ahle and all-sufficient Snvior.j Eph. 2:8-10; John 3:16; Heb, 7:25.

V. Justification, Justiflcation includes the pardon of sin and
promise of eternal life onyprinciples of righteousness bestowed
wholly through faith in lh(i’!ledeemer'a blood, by virtue of which
faith his righteousness is ifmputed to us of God: securing to us
peace, favor with God, and every needed blessing for time and eter
nity. Acts 13:39; Rom. 5:9; Rom. 4:4, 5. Rom. 5:1, 2.
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V0. Salvatlion Free. The Gospel makes salvation free to all
who accept It by cordial, repentant and obedient faith. [Its rejection
ix therefore voluntary and {nvolves the impenitent in aggravated
copdemnation. Isa. 55:1; John 5:10; John 3:19.

VII. Regeneration, In order to be saved, sinners must be born
again—~regenerated.  This birth consists in giving a holy dispos!
iton, and is effected in & manner above our comprehension, through
the lloly Spirit, In connection with divine truth, thereby wecuring
our voluntary obedience to God's word and its presence is nroved
by repentance, faith, love and a godly tife. John 3:3; 2 Cor. §5:17,
1 John 5:1; 1 John 4{:7.

VIII. Repentance and Faith. Repentance and faith are in-
separable graces wrought {n us in regeneration, whereby we confesas
our guilt, belfeve in Jesus Christ, and turn to God in contrition,
confession and prayer, recelving Christ as our prophet, priest, Kinz
and only Savior. Mark 1:15; Rom. 10:9, 10.

IX. Election is the eternal purpose of God to regenerate, sanr:
tify and save sinners through the agencles he has ordained and
which are in harmony with freedom of will and comprehend al
the means In connection with God’s sovereign goodness, holiness,
justification and mercy, and to ascertain it with regard to ourselveu
deserves our utmost diligence, 2 Theas. 2:13, 14; 1 Theas. 1:4-10; 2
Peter 1:10, 11.

X. Sanctification ia the process by which we are made partak-
ers of God’s holiness. It heglns In regeneration and 18 carrled on In
the heart of the bellever by God’s appointed means, atudy of his
Word, prayer, gelf-denlal, and watchfulness, Prov. 4:18; 2 Cor. 7:
}; Eph. 1:4.

XI. Preservation of all true bellevers marks them from super-
ficial professors. God keeps lhils adopted chllidren by his power
through falth unto salvation. Rom. 8:28; Phil. 1:6; 1 John 2:19,;
Ps. 37:23, 24. ,

XI1l. God's law ig the eternal rule of hls moral government,
which is holy, just and good. Man’s fallure to keep It arlses from
his love of sln. The establishment of the church was designed to
preach the Gospel and by It bring men to unfelgned obedience to
God’s law, through Jesus Chrlst as their medlator, Rom. 8:7, 8.
Romans 8:2-4,

XIll. A Gospel Church 1s a congregation of baptized bellevers,
assoclated by a covenant in falth and fellowshlp In the Gospel; ob-
serving the ordinances of Christ, governed by his laws, exerclsing
*he gifts, rights and privileges Inveated In them by hils Word., To
whom he gave hls commission and committed the keeplng and
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propagatfon of the Gospel and its ordininces, These gifts and res-
pons'bilities cannot be transferred or delegated to any other body
or individual. It may co-operate with aister churches, but cannot,
by the co-operation, surrender elicitation, combination and control )
of its energies to any. Its energies belong to Christ. Its officers
are pastorg and deacons, whose dutles are defined in Timothy und
Titus. 1 Cor. 1:1, 2; Acts 2:41, 42; 1 Cor. 11:2; Acts 11:22; Acts
13:1-6; Matt. 28:18-20.

XIV. Baptism {s immer: ‘'on in water of a belicver In the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, [ts object s to illustrate the burial
and resurrection of the dead and our new birth. This Immersion is
by authority of the church, and at the nands of a properly author-
f2ed administrator. Acts 8:76-38; Rom. 6:4; Mark 1:5; Matt. 28:19,
20,

XV. The Lord's Supprr commemorates the death of our Sa
vior and Is to be observed with bread and wine by the membern
of the church, preceded by solemn self-exumination. Acts 2:41, 42:
1 Cor, 11:26; 1 Cor, 11:28,

NVI. The Lord’s Day is the Christian’s day of rest and wor-
ship, being the first day of the week and the fulfillment of the “year
of jubilee.” Its observance should be by by abatalning from secu-
lar labor and recreation, and by devout worshlp, hoth private and
puhlic, thus preparing for that rest\{hat.remalneth for the people
of God. Hosea 2:11; Col. 2:14; John 29:18: John 20:26; Aects 20:7.

XVIIl. Clvil government is of divize appointment for the goo
order of hum:n goclety, and its officers are to he \prayod for, hor-
ored and obeyed, except only in things opposed to the will of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the consclence, and the
I’rince of the kings of the earth. Rom. 13:1.7; Muatt. 22:21; Acts
5:39; Matt, 23:10,

XVUI. The Righteous und the Wlcked are essentlally and rad-
Ically different. Only -those who are justified by faith In the Lorc
Jesus, and sanctified 6y the Spirit of our God, are truly righteous;
while all nuch as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in God's
sight wicked and uidcr the curse, This distinction holds both In
and after death. Mal. 3:18; Prov. 14:32; Luke 16:19:31; Matt, 25:
46.

NIX. The Judgment Day will end the probation of man. The
rseparation on *hat day will be final. The righteous gathered to
refgn with Christ. The wicked cast Into hell, their tinul ahode.
1 Peter 4:7; Acts 24:15; Mot 12-00; 1 v 22091,

\ | \
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