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TrexTON, PHILLIPE CoUNTY, ARK.,
~ Satwrday Morning, Sept. 1, 1860.}
Tho Mt. Vernon Associatiqn of Baptist-convened at 11
o'clock this morning with ti&x’l‘rcntm Church, and avere
addressed, according to a previous afipointment, by Elder
B B..Black, from Gal. G:14— Gord forbid that I should
glory saverin the Cross of onr Lord Jesus Christ”. The
Sermon was prepared with great éare and gave eredit to,
its anthor, T
Upon conclusion of the Introductory Sermor, tho Modce
rator announced an intermission -of suflicient time to par-
take of the refveshments which the generous community
had kindly furnished for the occasion.

2:30 p. a1,
1. The afternoon session. was called togethé’r by the -
singing of that good and fiamiliar old hymn
"« Amazing grace how sweet the sound
Tht swred o wretch like me.” &e— .
This spirit-stiring hymn awolke the sympathies of tho sonl,”
and prepared us all to join with Llder B. F. Thomas in
payer, who, being called upon by the Moderator, invoked
the blcéings of Ileaven upon theyproecedings of the body.
<. Thoe Presiding Officer then declared the Association
ready for reading of the letters, and the enrollment . of
names: Brethren 1. S. King and Jno. C. McCray were ap-
Pointed ronders. The letters vead complained greatly of
destitution, and gavce cvidence of the necessity of immedi--
ate action in tho way of supplying 'the laborers so:earn-
estly solicited. S ) -
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1L i\lotior} of adjournment’ being in order, prayer was_
offered by brother M. Y. Izard, and tho Association was
announced adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clocl.

v Moxrxinag, 9 o'clock, Sept. 3, 1860.
The hour having arvived the Association convened by
singing 510th hymn—, -
’ 0 hereif ever God of Lovo
Let strife and hatred cease.” &e.
Prayer by B. B, Black, )
1\ Brother . Parker of Bible Union Church asked por-

Moxsn

mission ol abgence, which was granted: a

5. U k'((l:l reading of the minutes, which was dono
and the absentees marked npon the roll. '

3. Letter from Clarendon Church came to hand by
mail, which was read and names accordingly enrolled.

s Report on Domestic Mission was read by the Chair-
man, aud after amendm.ent was received and adopted.

REPORT ON DOMESTIC MISSIONS.

Your Committee on Lomestic Missions beg leavo to

submit the following Leport

That there is an :1p'|,:l)ling destitution in our Associa-
tional bounds, none at all acqzainted with the extent of tho
terzitory embraced within the same, or who has listened
to the letterssant up Lo thisanniversary from the churches,
will be (]islmsv(l to doubt.  Fram all portions of tho
country the ery, “Come over and help s is heard.  Shall
we make @ united-effort, and one commensurate with tho
intirests invelved, to stpply this qunstiun? 11 50, h()g;
shall we do it?  After consultation with some ot the most
discreet brethren in the Association, your Cemmitteo
would recommend the Assovintion to instruct the Bourd to
carey ont the following, if’ possible : .
st Bnattempting to supply the home destitution, Phil-
lips county, and all that purt of Monroe East of the 5th
principal meredian and North of the base line, with tho
part of St. Francis East of the 5th principal mercdian,
shall composo the 1st. District.
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2d. All of Monroe East of White river, (except as above
and that portion of St. Francis West of the Hth principal
meredian, shall compose the second distriet.

8d. The connties of Aviansas and Prairvie, with the part
of Monroe West of White river, to compose the third
district. B. B. BLACK, Chairinan.

5. Brother T. 8. N. King offered tho following resolu-
tion, which wad read : '

Resolred, That each member of this body do now sub-
geribe such amount as he may think proper for Domestic
Missions—and that they be ureed to make collections for
this purpose in their respective Churehes, either in cash or
rubscription, which shall be turned over to the Treasurer of
this hody. ‘ \

G. .\ Committee Lo sccure Missionaries for the ensuing =~
yenr was, upon motion, appointed by the Moderator, con-
sisting of Henry I Mooaney. U080 NL King, W, IE Bavks-
dale, J. W. Sullivan, J. W. Scaife, and 1. Hopkius.

7. The hour for preaching having arvived the business
of the association was suspended, and the congregation
was addressed by Elder IL R. Dray, trom Matthew 5:7.

2 0'LOCK 1. M.
The Association came toorder by call of the Moderator.
1. The report of Committee to sceure Missionaries for
the present year was offered and read Ly the Chuirman,
which; afler debate, was adopted as follows.

REPORT OX SECURING MISSIONARIES.
+ The Committec appointed to endeavor to secure the ser-

vices of Missionaries in the bounds of this _\ssociation,
report:

That Elder B. . Thomas be appoifited Missionary and
agent, to spend such time as he “can the ballange ot this
year within St. Francis and Phillips counties, in preaching,
holding meetings, and raising funds for the Association,
cither by cash or subseription. 1fcto reccive seventy-fivo
dollars per month, provided ho colleetsit., All ovor that

zggg;x;t, shall be paid to the Board, and to report to tho
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2d. That we recommend the appointment of Elder T. J.
Parker as & Missionary and agent in Arkansas and Prairie
countics, and that part of Monroe and White counties on
White piver, at a salary of 8350 per year. 1o relying
upon hfs collection for one-hall the amount,

3d. We recommend Fider IL R. Bray as a Missionary
and agen for the 3d. district, at & salary of 875 per month,
The Association paying hith one-half the amount of funds
on hand, and he relying on his collections for the re-
mainder. '

2. Report of the Committee on Iinance was read and

adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TINANCE.

e

< Treasurer's Report of the Mt. Vernon Aassociation :
To amount on hand Rept. 183 vvveeens cevsnnninns verreeennne S 54 45
3y Printer’s Feeund charges as per account of

WL Barkedade o v i v, $48 38

At puid Brother Watson......., s evrerree eeas oo 312  $ 5150
Balance on hand Septl 1st., 1860..0c0iiincinerine crreerens sorere $205°
To Am't received present sess10Nuuees crerereones ereeeane $ 69 25
Sept. 1-t. 1860, prosent Am e e vorereens serenene voreine $7220

J. C. McCRAY, Treasurer.
We, the Commitiee, have examined the above amount
and find it correct. ~J. SULLIVAN, Chairman.
3. Repdrt of C‘ommijttee on Colored Population called
for, and upon motion, was adopted as below.

) REPORT ON COLORED POPULATION.

Your Committee appointed on the religious instruction
of our Colered Population submit the following :

' They conceive it wholly unnccessary nov fo spend time
inshowing the importance, or duty, ofhaving the Gospel
preached to this class of persons.  They are in our midst,
and under our control ; and by no manner of means can
we shift the responsibility. Nor will the mere passing of
resolutions accomplish anything. I'here must bo detion ;
prompt and persevering action on our part, if' we would do
our wholo duty to them. Wo recommend Ist.: That our
ministering brothron preach to the Colored peoploe in our
-bounds, wherevor a door may be open for them to do so.
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ad. That the churches in our bounds doall in their power
—in such manver as they may juoge best—te have the
great traths of Christinrity nadeknown to them; and
S That the Board of this Aesociation endeavor to pro.
care th e services of o minister o @ proper character, to
preach i Gospd Lo ther. Al ot which is respecttilly
subn.itted. WAL WARER)) Commilte
Jowosearrg, g e

4. Report on Tewperance was cuiled tor and adoptid.

REPORT ON TEMPERANUEL

Your Committee on TemPorance beg leave to call your
attention, :

I~ To the necessity of the charches, in their capacity
gs an exeentive vody, o BE taithnul to the requisitions of
the New Testament, in wiiadrdwing from those who walk
disorderly in this respeet, cither by beinge dranleen them-
gelves, ur by producing or eneouragivy drunkenness in
othees. Untit the chiarehes dohelr duty i this sabject,
they ennnot expeet those wreat blessings which otherwiso
God would bestow upon them.

20, To the importanee ot devisine and using ail Luwfal
means, whether by legislutive cnactiients or othierwise to
remove this temptation sut of the reach of” those who are
liubie to be injured by it :

This may be done, titst : By refusing to visit or patron-
ize any shops or resort for drinking and by opposing to
the extent ot 0&1@)1!“)’ the use of ardent spirits except
for medicinal, mechanical. culinary and sacramental pur-
poses. Second: By procuring legislative enactments, ie-
Quiving a petrtion asking license, signed vy n majority o
thy citizens of towns, precinets, &e., to be prcsvnlcd betoro
any licenze shall be granted to vetail liquors in quantitics
!‘:"'{ than one gailon, exeept for the above named purposes.
This course, and these means, we hiambly Lut capnestly re-
cemmend Lo the prayeriul consideration of thé churches,,
and all philanthropists.

Respecttuily, B. F. THOMAS, Chairman.

The following resolution was ordered to Le attached to
the report : :

.

Rirsolved, That this Association respectfully request the
i:u:g Cunvenhon,_ al 118 next session, to get up a rpcmorial

© vext Legislaturo, and bavo tho sama circulated
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is an cssentinl clement of civilization: and whenever,
and wherevir the former is at a low ebb, the latter is cor.
respondingly depressed : and, following the sceale down.
ward we reach the most degraded barbarism known to the
annals of the world : whilst on the contrary, to the exteng
the mind of the masses are enlightened—educated—to
that extent, are Nutions and individuals capacitated, or
qualificd, to appreciate alP that ismeanf by civilization :—
to-wit : an enlightened selttrespect, and a just and duo re-
gard for the liberties, rights, and privileges of others; po-
litieally, morally, and religiously.  This may be called, so
far as this world is concerned, the highest style of man:
for, these constitute the foundation principles upon which
all that good and execllent in society, or government,
rests; and embrace all theobligations we owe our country.
Hence arises the duty of ezery patriot—of every friend of
his epecica—to put torth corresponding efforts ;—to make
sacrafices of time, attention and means, to sustain and
carry forward that, that ray be literally ealled the great
cause of humanity.—.And suchi iy the condition ot the hu-
man family, and such the antagonistic forces at work, that
it involves and demands o perpetual eftort. To falter or
fail in the performance of this duty is to loose ground.
CEpvearion as Beaniya vrox Coerstianrey.—[f eduea-
tion is important to the well-being of human society, how
much more to the wellfare of the soul of man,—to the
great cause of Christ on carth.  None niay charge us as
maintaining that intelleetual training will prepare any one
tor Ieaven. It peyer was,—never will.  DBut as an instru-
mentality, it boldly liks its head amongst others in the
front ranks, and puts forth an undeniable claim tor conside-
ration. In proof of its high pretentions, it appeals te the
history of-the world. Where ignorance has prevailed,
there the masses of men, though perhaps professedly reli-
gious, have been -biggolted, superstitions, fanatical and
Priest ridden; but more gencrally idolaters.  The religion
of the Bible has thriven and flourished best in a fhee atmos-
phore of thought, word, and action:—Jn a word, in the
language of Roger Williams, it seeks « soul liberty.”
Barrits waveE pEN Patioss or Epuearioy.—From
time immemorial Baptists have proved themselves tho
friends and- promoters of edueation,
portions of the world, and for conside
they have been so pers
drahieaded monster

Itis true in many

rable period of timo,
ccuted and restrained by those hy-

8 in the shapo of church and State, and



11

other dominant. parties, that they wero not at liberty to
carry out these their cherished principles.  But no sooner
did they find themselves breaking the freo atmosphere of
¢ivil aud refgious liberty than we find them the early, and
amongst the foremost promoters of educational enterprie-
es. Nor, Wil they yield the palm in this respect, to any :
evincive of Wi wo record the following Literary and
Theological Institutions in the United States establisbed
by, and under the control of the Baptists, to-wit:

Baptist Colleges.

Brown University. » University at Lewishurg
Madizon University. University at Rochester.
Waterville College. Oregon College. 3
~—Columbin College. . William Jewell College. v

(icorgetown College. " Forman University. v
Ticlhmond Colloge. ‘I Mississippi College.

- Mereer University. Mt. Licbanon University.
Denison University. Marshall College.
Shurtleft College. Cherokee College.
Wake Forest College. Burlington University.
Rector College. Central University. (1a.)
Union University. Wayland University.
Howard College. Elentherian Collego.

= Baylor University. Central University (Min)
Ranklin Cellege. Kalamago College.
Central College. Mt. Pleasant College.

In all thirt§-two, with & large number of Femulo Col-
leges and Institutes. :

BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS.
Theofogical Dep art mentTheological Department
Madicon University. | Union University.
New “Ilampton Theological Kalamazoo Theological Semi-
_Seminary. ‘Rochiester Theo. Seminary.
Newton  Theo.  Institution] nary. ~
- Mercer Theological Sminary. Fairmount” Theological In-
Forman Theo. Seminary. ™ | stitute.
Southern Baptist Theological Theological Departmont
Seminary, l TUnion at Lewisburg.
Western Baptist Theological Theological Departmont
Institute. “Mt. Lebanon University.
Theological Department/lnall.ooovveeeen. I
1loward College. :
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-school at '[renton, amounting to 82,125,00, but, inasmuch
asit was of long standing, and some of the subscribersthad
moved away, and others refusing payment, it was Judged
Dest Lo appoint an ngent to have the subsceriptions of such
as wero willing to pay, 1'0110"_\'cd, and to solicit new sube
seviptions, which was accordingly done. The agent has

reported § —— renewed, and § ———— sceured from
others. In all §1,297,75; about $273,75 of which has been
paid.

~ Your Boavd-failing to secure the lots heretofore reported,
upon which to_ercct buildings for school purposes, pur-
chased one, of four acves, at $30 per acre, on which to
put up a building for the accommodation of a female
school ; and on the ——————— last, appointed an Execn-
tive Committec to contract for the work. They accord-
ingly contracted for a house f the following dimensions,
to-wit: 44 feet long and 50 feet wide, with o vestibule of
6 feet ; for which they were to pay the sum of $1,000,00;
first payment due July 15th, 1860 ; second payment due
Soptember 15th, 1860, and third on the Ist day of January,
1861._ This was only for the hull of the house: the ceiling
or plasteving, seats, &e., &c., yet to be contracted for. The
work has been delayed for the want of means.

As this is an enterprise. of this Association, wo respect- .
fully submit, if' this body will not adopt prompt measures
to raise funds for the completion of the building now on
hand—which will be some cight hundred dollars—and
whether they will furnish the means for the crection of a
building for the nse and accommodation of a male school,
as originally contemplated by thiy body.

Respeetfuliy, . T. S, N. KING, Seerctary.

17. Percciving tho slow progress which the Association
was making, in the Trenton FFewmale School, and having
learned from the Deacens of the Prenton Church, that they .
woald much prefer shouldering the responsibility individu-
ally, as a churel,.than to cripple on in this manrer, on
motion, the following resolution was, therefore, adopted :

Resolved, That this Association donate the four atcres of
land and building cerected thercon for the accommodation
of a Female School, to the Lrenton Baptist Chureh. - . =

Tesolved, That the Trustees be, and are autlorized to
¢xccute a deed and conveyance of title of the lot sud -
-bmldlng, to the Trenton Churceh. S



16

18, The' Association called for volunteers, o represent
this body in the Baptist State Convention, to convene at
Pine Bluff, Friday beforé the 4th Lorp's day in Octobr,
1860 : Elders T, S. N, King, W. 1L Barsdale, W. J. 11 od,
11. G. Ramsower, and T. J. Parker, offered; their serviegs,
and their names are here enrolled as Messengers,

19. The';Moderator then re- -announced The Missionary

. Bourd : T. S. N. King, Chairman; J. \\ Sullivan, J. Q
Taylor, C. W, ;II]C]\C} and W. IL Barksdale.

20. Resolved, That the thanks of this body aro hereby
tendered to ;lns Church, asalso, to the surrounding neigh
* borhood, who have so kindly entertaingd us dunn«r our
rojourn with them.

.21, Report of Treasurer,w ‘as then called for.

’1RLASLPL1’ REPORT.

~ Tteport of Treasurer to the Missivnary Board of the Mt
Vernon Association =

Am'ton hand, Sept.” Ist, 1830 i vivienee cvineeens S 1429
leceived on Subbuth, Sept. 2d, 1860, <1680
¢ in ]Il[‘(l"f‘:r . . 10 50
Missionary Money from thu (.hurch e MY
lubanua in pleges. o cenieeennnn, e 2450
Cush by subséription... 6 50

Tn pledges.ennn.. veers meaeneene .. 110 0v 18205

—_—

Total.. ettt snee sreesaaet shsoneen re S 324 80

The QlO oO pledged in the a00ve n.poxl. were {from Jolm Q
.\\101”3 00; James Du'nlec,y_,)O W. I .\LL},~.-,JO
and W. 1L Wood'\ll 50,
22. Elder T. 8. N. King, by acclamation, was clected
Corresponding Sceretary. i
23. Our Agenp for the College, ]]dm W, AL Lec, was
quictly mirgling with the Lullnen, and presently ane
nounced, as thc result; of his cftort, $1,800—Llder Leg is 3
host.  May’ God bless him wherever ho gocs,
" 24, On motion, any Drother who is a member of this
body, and who may visit any of the Associations, with
whom we havo heretofore corresponded, is requested, and
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hereby delegated to roprosout us, in said body as our Mos-

genger.

95, Resolued, That this Associatiou inatruct her Clerk
to have six hundred copies of the .ninnutes of the presentg
gession printed.and distributed among the different churches
accorditig to their membership, and that he bo allowed ten
dollars for his compensation, and that he draw on the
Treasurer for said amonnt. .

26. Adjourned to wmeet on Thuraday before the 1lst
Sabbath in October, 1861, with the 3Mt. Vernon Church,
St. Francis county. Thus passed the Seventh Annual
Meeting of this body in pleasuntness, and during ita delibe-
ration, we trust the Spirit of Christ reigned in the hearts
of the messengers to that degree, as shall securo much
good to the cause of the Redecmer, in days to come.

The Moderator, in conclusion, offered a few touching
remarky, and the parting hymn was éuag, while the hand
of each was taken, in ronewal of fidelity to the cause of
God.

Prayer by W. H. Barksdale.

SPENCE HALL, Madergior.

W. H. Barxspara, Clerk.

3
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CONSTITUTION,

}. 'this confederation” of Churches shull be kuown ang
called by the name of © MouNt VerNoN Baprrist Asso-
c1ApioN.” ) :

j—/‘.l. Thoe object ot this Assotiution shail be to promote the
glory of God on tho earth, by the preaching of the gospel

“of his Son Jesus Christ, our Savior; tho universal spread
of the Bible, tho word of the true aund living God, and by
other appropriate mesns.

3. This Association shall consist of’ Messengers from the
Churches now forming this Union, and such other Baptist
Churches as may hereailer be received as constituent mom-
bors thereof.

4. Every Church shull Lo entitled to three ropresenta-
tives, withous regard to tho number of their membeis re-
spoctively ; and to an aditional one for evory fifty mem-
bers oxceeding fifty ; Provided, That no Chureh shall ever
be cytitled to more than five. A cértificate of appoint-
mout, or letter from their respective churches, shall be
evidence that they have been so delegated.

5. T'ho officers of this body shall bo a Moderator, a Clerk
or Clerks,a Corresponding Sccretary, and a Treasurer,
shall be clected annually by ballot, by & majority of the
mombers present, immediatoly after the names of the delc-
gates enrolled ; which officers shall porform all the dutics,

respectively, usually devolved on such officors; and contir-
1o 1o exercise their respectize {unctions until they shall be
superceeded by a subsequent election.

6. The Clerks shall preserve a reguler record of the As-
seciation, and have it present at the moeting of the bodr:
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and when they vacate their office, deliver the rame, with
atl other books und papers relative to said office, to their
BUCCUSPOTH.

7. The Associdtion shall regard tho churches as inde-
pendent bodicsz all their internal uﬂ'air.s, and exercise no
ceclesiastical jurisdiction or claim any legislativo or judi.
cial prevogutive over them; ncvcrlhclcss,‘ the Association
may exercise suthority over its own memnbers, the repre-
sentatives of the churches, and power to withdraw from,
and disown all ¢ ‘urches which may depart trom the Gos.
peb oy understood” and held by this body, by* becoming
cither heteredox in faith, ar dif")gdu_rly in practice: und
shonld, thevfore, I‘('g:lll‘li Wl the chorehes united inthe As
sovintion with a vigiant eye for gnod; and may pive, at
jts own discretion, aud i its own way, advice or informa-
tion when sought, 10 any chureh conpnected with it.

8. It shall be the duty of the Association to ascertain
the generul conaition ot its constitnent churches; deviso
means to premote their harmony, and increase their spivi-
tuality and eticiency to promote the cause of truth and
righteonsncss,

9. The Association shall liold annual sessions, to convene
on the Thursday beforo the tirst Lofd™ duy in October, in
€ach year, and uot adjourn unti' ali the bus ness shal} bave
been regularly finished, except circumstances imperiously
demand. Tho place of meeting shall be determined ot
euch previous sessiun and published in the minutes.

10. Buptist Churches not before united in the Associa-
tion, or thivge dismissed from other Awsociations, may be
admitted as members irto this Union, on applicution by 8
written petition or letter, presented by one vr more mess-
engers duly uppointed by such church or churches ; Provi-

dcd,.'fh.e'y givo smiuluclory evidence that they are ortho-
dox in fuith, nod correet in tbe practice of ho Gospel or-
dinances,

1L, Every minister of tae Gospel (either ordained or
licenciute) whose snembership ia ix?, or who may be a Pas-

v
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tor of, any church bolonging to this body, shall be ex-
officio 8 member of the Association, with the privilege of
offering resolutions and speaking, but not of voting, unless
specially delegated by some church.

12. When in session the Association shall be governed
by such rules of decorum as it may adopt for itself.

13 1t shall be the duty of tho churches respectively, an-
nually to report to tho Association their general condition ;
the nutaber of members in fellowship; tho number bap-
tized, reccived by {ctter, dismissed, ox-communicated, re-
stored, and dead dlki\ng the year; and tho names and post-
office addreas of all ministe/rz whother ordained or licensed,
.designating each—and also tho name and address of their

Clerks. They shall also report on any special matter rs-
quired, and send up such contributions as they may wil-
lingly contribute to aid the body to disseminate moro
widely the truth as contained in the Holy Seriptures, and
the establishment of tho Redeecmer’s kingdom on the
earth, '
. 14. The neglect or failure of a church to be represented
by a Messenger or Messongers in the Association for throe
consecutivo years, shall be cause to withdraw from such
churches at the discretion of tho Association.

15. This Association may correspond by letter and Mes-
sengers with any other religious body of the eame faith
or order.

16. A board consisting ot five members, any thres of
whom to constitute a quorum, shall be clected at cach an-
nual meeting, whoso “duty it sball bo to dovise means to
carry forward the bonevolent objects of tho Association;
and the officers of this Association shall be ex-officio of-
ficers of tho Association.

17. Tho minutesot the Association shall be publicly read
and corrected 1f noreesary, and then signed by the Mode-
Tétor and clerk hefore the Arsoeiation adjinurns






RULES OF DEGORUM.

\

~

1. On tho-assembling of tho Associatioy the former
moderator, or in his abscnce somy brother nominated for
the purposo, shall take the chair and call the body toorder.

2. After prayer, the names of tho.messongers shall bo
enrolled and ofticers elected ; and when the body is organ-
izod, applications for membership from new bodies shall be
decided on, and i admitted, their messengers reecived by
the right hand of fellowship. Communications and mess-
engors from corresponding bodies, shall then be attendod
to, and visiting brethren invited to scats.

3. At every sitting business shall be opened and conclu-
ded with prayer by the moderator, or whomsoover he may
request.

4. No motion shall bo discussed without it has been scc-
onded, and reduced to writing if requested by any mem-
ber.

5. If any proposition, or motion under debate contain
two or moro points, it shall bo divided at the request of
any member, and the voto takon soparately.

6. Every speaker-shall riso and address the chair by tho
torm brother Méderator, and shall uso the appellation of
brother in addrossing or speaking of oach other. And no
member shall speak more than twice on tho same subject,
without lg\vo of tho body. )

7. Tho ‘modorator shall bo tho judgo as regards order,
but an appeal may bo made to the Association.

8. All Committees appointed by this body shall be nomi-
nated by the moderator, subject, howover, to the approval
of tho Association.

9. No member shall absent himsolf from the meoting of
the Association wjthout pormission.

. 10. Thoeso rules shall bo distinctly read from the chair
immodiately aftor the organization of ecach Association.
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