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PROCEEDINGS
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/

Mount Vernon Association of Baptists

FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION
HELD WITH

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, Arkansas
September 1-3, 1911
)

Next Session to Be Held with Salem Baptist Church, Cypert, Arkansas.
Thursday Evening at 7:30, before the First Lord's Day

in September, 1912. s

Associational Sermon, W. H. SLEDGE
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PUBLICATIONS,

Head by G. R. Hoebuck and discussed by B. M. Bogard and E. J.
A. McKinney, and adopted as follows: '

We, your Committee on Publications, make the following report:

This is a day of books and papers; for that reason we call special
attention to the importance of reading good religious literature.

First of all we recommend the reading of the Bible; after that, the
reading (\olhcr good books and papers, and we put here the claims
of our bréfhren in our own State who have at hear{ our work. We
have in the State four Baptist papers. The Arkansas Baptist, repre-
senting the State and General Association; The Baptist Advance, rep-
resenting the work of the State and Southern Bapeist Conventions.
The Missionary Baptist and Plain Truth, the former a 16-page paper,
the latter a magazine. \\

Our Baptist people should bLe informed, hence should take and
read our Baptist papers. W¢ especially urge upon you the importancé
of reading our home papers, as they represent' the peculiar interests
in the State of our Baptist folks.

We recommend the Landmark Sunday School literature, published
by Landmark Sunday School Concern, Little Rock, Ark., and the
Convention Series, published at Nashville, Tenn. We urge upon our
people the importance of considering the claims of those institutions.

G. R. ROEBUCK,
DANA TERRY,
J. M. DOOLEY,
! Committee.
STATE MISSIONS.

Read by Dana Terry, discussed by J. T. Christian® B. M. Bogard,
B. . tolford, E. J. A. McKinney, and adopted as follows:

We have a great mission fleld in our State. ’J'liv: people are awak-
ening to the advantages that lie before them. Many strangers are
coming into our midst and we must win them to our cause. We have
two active agencies, the State Board of the State Convention, Dr.
J. T. Christian, 124 East Fourth street, Little Rock, Ark., secretary,
and the Baptist State Association, Bro. 0. Echols, Fort Smith, treasurer.

We recommend that our people stand by their respective State
work and put the best that io them lies for evangelizing and then for

teaching the things of Christ and of His Church.
+ DANA TERRY,

G. R. ROEBUCK,
W, S. HEMENWAY,
Committec.
was extended a welcome.

-

Elder A. U. Boone, Memphis, Tenn.,
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EDUCATION.

Read by L. P. Anderson and discussed by J. T. Christian .md 1\ tha
Terry, and adopted as follows:

We, your Committee on Education, beg to submit the following/

We are not all doing-our duty to the boys and girls within the
limits of Mount Vernon Association order to help them get an «du-
cation. This failure of duty com?/f:\om the way we treat the public
school and the public _school teather. We are not awake on this im-
portant subject. \We are de[feudeht upon the publlc schools tor the
foundation of an education, or, in other words, the public school must
frame the superstructure that is to be erected. Therefore, we recom-
mend the most loyal support to our public schools, and that we work
to make them more eflicient. \We realize the great educational awak-
ening now State-wide, and we approve the three measures enacted
by the last Legislature to improve our common and high schools,
namely, consolidation of rural schgols, State board of education, and
State aid to high schools. The Lbper carrylng out of these laws
will give to the boys and girls m‘/uw-r_v community in our great State
the opportunity of a common and hlgh school education. Then, after
the boys and girls have completed the course in the home high schooi,
we commend Ouachita College, Central College and Buckner Coliege,
and any of our denominational schools. 7

L. P. f\.\'I)ERSU.\'.
W, I SALLIS,
- - W, 1. GREGORY,

Comuittee,

.

On motion the body adjourned until 8§ p. m

Sermon, 8 P. M.

J. T. Christian preached a very able sermon on the subject, *What
the Baptists Have Done for the World.”

ORPHANS’ HOME.

Read by J. W. Sims and discussed by B. M. Bogard and k. J. A
McKinney, and adopted as follows:
+ In our State we have twoiBaptist Orphans’ Homes, one in rom
nection with the Baptist $tate Association, located at Texarkana, Ark.
and the other in connection with the Convention, located at Moatl
cello, Ark.  We feel sure that every one Is or should be lr}terl‘S*"d
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" ‘“Your Committee on Obituaries make the following report:

. Our hearts are made sad in looking over the reports to find thu
18 of our number have been called to their reward during the puu:
year. The following is the list of the dead: Sisters D. E. Bell, Haynex,
Mary Rice, Corinth; Sallie Greer, Marianna; Preslia Langston, Rheho
beth: Mollie Bonner, Rhehobeth; Susan Cary and Laura A. Chitworthy,
Salem; Mary Wall, Marianna. The following breth?n,(c\"‘i‘z: J. u.
Hodges, Poplar Grove; F. L. Gustavus, Oak Grove; REfder W, H. Pas.
lay and J. B, Sanders, Forrest City, and Frank l’rln/ce/. Rheloeth; Dock
Wilson, Salem. . F '

We are sad and heart-broken when we see the places vacant by
the death of our brothers and sisters. Still we do not weep as those
who have no hope, for we can snyl with Job, “After my skin, worms
devour my body, yvet in my flesh 1 shall see God."’

G. R. ROEBUCK,
J. T. FONDREN,
C. F. THOMPSON,

> Committee.
[
On motion the moderator appointed 3 p. m, a special bour for

memorial services in behalf of Bro. \W. H. Paslay, J. B. Sanders, F. L.
Gustavus and J. B. Hodges. '

G. R. Roebuck, G. H. Vineyard and H. Beckerstaff were appointed
as a committee to prepare the report for ‘this service. .

4
NOMINATIONS.

Read by J. L. Turner and adopted as follows:

We, your committee, recommend as members of the Executive
Board, the following, viz: G. R. Roebuck, J. \V. Sims, G. H. Vineyard,
E. N. Harrod and C. F. Thompson.

Trustees of the Forrest Chapel Fund, A. l"]OI‘;I, J. T. Sanders and.
H. A. McGill.

We also recommend that the next sesslon of the Association be
held with Salem Church, on Thursday night, before the first Sunday
in September, 1912, and that Elder W. H, Sledge, Helena, preach the
introductory sermon.

JOHN L. TURNER,
G. H. VINEYARD,
E. P. J. GARRET,
\ v Committee.

On motfon that J. T. Sanders take charge of the $600 Chapel Fund
and use It to the best advantage for the Assoclation.
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ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS.

Read by G. H. Vineyard and discussed by G. H. Vineyard, W, H.
/Sledge, J. W. Sims, Dana Terry, N. C. B. Anderson, '— Alexander,
/ W. 11 Gregory, G. R. Roebuck and E. P. J. Garrett. On motion that
we (o not adopt this report until we have the report of the Executive
Committee. . °

) Sermon, 11 A, M.
By Elder B. M. Bogard. Text: Heb. 6:18.
L. L. Abbot, Little Rock, Ark, who is representing the temperance
cause of the State, was introduced to the body.
On motion that we adjourn until 2 p. m.
. A

Saturday, 2 P. M.

Devotional exercises were conducted by J. W. Sims.

The Exccutive Committe made the following report, viz:

We, the members of the Executive Committee, submit the foliow-
ing report:

You have at our last Association at Marvell, empiloyed Elder J.
B. Routh as missionary at a salary of $1,000 per year and instructed us,
your cominittee, to borrow money and carry -on the work. This we
have done to the best of our ability, with the money in hand. We have
a balanee due of $170.35. We are obligated by your instructions for
this amount mTq ask that steps be taken to meet this obligation.

We further recommend that this body here assembled signify to
their Executive Committee their wishes and plans for another year's
work.

The Missionary’s report, as foliows, by him, wili be made a part

of this report.
J. W. SIMS, Chalrman.

MISSIONARY REPORT.

I beg leave to submit the following report:

Sermons preached . 268
Religious visits ... e USSR -1 3 {
Joined by letter 72
Joined by baptism . 84
Total admissions .. 153
Conversions 123
Sunday Schools organized ... :

Churches organized ... .
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“

MEMORIAL SERVICE.

d by B. M. Bogard, discussed by G. R. Roebuck, Dana
¥ G _ ineyard, N. C. B. Anderson, J. B. Routh, Lon Slaughter,
J. W, Sims and B. M. Bogard, and adopted as follows:

REV. W. H. PASLAY, J. B. SANDERS, J. B. HODGES AND
F. L. GUSTAVUS.

\\tith eager, longing, tear-dimmed eves, we look for the familiar
faces of these beloved brethren, saints of the Master, as we gather
at this place in convention to attend to the business of our Lord, but
in vain, for they ‘are hidden f=~m onr natural vision forever.

Larnestly, vearningly and almost helplessly, we listen with bated
breath to catch the sound of their voices, in sermon, counsel, advice
and song, as we had been accustomed to through so many years in
the past, but they are silent, and we shall hear them no more until
we enter the Eternal ('ity not made with hands, whose maker and
builder is God.

In our despair, as it were, we would appeal to them to guide us
by their experience, ripened into wise judgment, in all matters spiritual
and concerning the business of our Heavenly Father, and of our dear
Lord, but all of these are in vain, for they cannot answer us, They
have fallen asleep. They have gone from us. They have taken the
journey to the better, fairer, lhuppier land. They are through with
this world, with its disappointments, its burdens, its sorrows, its heart-
aches, and its cares.

They each lived long, and served well. Each so patiently and
tenderly, and meekly, seeking to know, and doing the will of the
Master at all times and everywhere. Poor, perhaps, in the possessions
of this world, but oh, so rich in the sight of God, the Father. While
here they suffered so long and yvet so patiently. They endured more
physical pain, perhaps, than any within our acquaintance, hut the great
sorrow and burden of their soul was for lost, sinful humanity. The
aching frame, the body, and the consciousness of its decay, was noth-
ing compared with the deep solicitude qf their hearts for the souls
of men and women who were out of (‘hrlst}

Yes, they will be missed. Their tamilies will miss them, the
communities in which they lived will miss them, the churches will
miss them; but Mount vernon: Association will probably feel as keenly
as any of these their departure. They will never be forgotten by us.

R P
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Sooner than we think, we shall all clasp hands with them in that:
Eternal Home, and, together, we shall spend Eternity with Jesus an
the hosts of the redeemed, in that land where there is no more sepayi
tion, pain, or death. It is sweet to ¢ vl upon the life and death of
stich saints, but space, perhaps, T ids more.

Bro. W. II. Paslay, was b é\ in South Carolina, on the 18th
day of December, 1831. He bectome &t member of the .\lissibnary Bap-
Ust Church at the age of”13 years. He was a Missionary Baptist
preacher for 59 years. He died at the home of his daughter, Sister
Etta Johnson, in Forrest City, Arkansas, on the 5th day of i-‘ebruary.
1911. '

Brother J. B. Sanders was I)orn In North Carolina, on August 19,
1835; and moved with his parents to DeSoto County, Mississippi, when
a boy. He joined the Baptist Church when he was [3 yvears of age,
and remained a devout ChristianLand member of that church until his
death, at Forrest City, \rk.m:..lswn November 6, 1910. He moved to
Arkansas in 1870, locating in ‘f’mirie County, where he lived until a
few years ago, when he moved to Forrest City. 8ix children sur-
vive him.

Brother Jesse Hodges was born in North Carollna in January,
1836, coming to Arkansas in bis boyhood days. lle joined the Baptist
Church when 21 vears of age and, till his death on February 4, 1911,
lived an active and consistent Christian life. Age at death, 75 years
and a few “weeks.

A peculiar coincldence lies in the occurrence of Bro. IIotILos death
[ollm\inL that of Bro. Pasley in about four hours.

Brother F. L. Gustavus was born in Berlin, Germany, in 1832,
though he came to this country sixty vears ago. e joined the Mis-
sfonary Baptist Church fifty<five years ago, and was a conslstent and
devout member to the hour of his death, which occurred June 27,
1911, at his home in Lee County, Arkansas. Slx children survive him.

Resolved that the foregolng be recorded in the records of the
proceedlngs of Mount Vernon .ssociation, and that same be printed
in the minutes, and that copy of same be forwarded members of the
families of our beloved brethren.

August 21, 1911, G. R. ROEBUCK,

G. H. VINEYARD,

M. J. MANNING,

H. BICKERSTAFF
Committee.

e - |
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MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.

Read by W, H. Gregory and adopted as follows:

Baptists have ever been the advocates and friends of an educated
ministry. The Baptists of the South now have in their colleges and
seminaries sixteen hundred students preparing for the minisgtry, forty
per cent more than iny other denomination in the South. In\propor-
tion to membership the Baptists have a greater number of \tudents
in their schools and colleges than any other denomination save one,
and that one makes an educated ministry compulsory. :

. These facts will give an idea of what Baptists think of an edu-
cated ministry,

We have many institutions for the training of our young men
who are preparing for the ministry, Among' them we note and recom-
nn\n(]‘ as worthy of the support of this Association, and in which our
people are especially interested, viz: Ouuchit:{ College at Arkadelphia,
Ark.: Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville, Ky.; The
Sounthwestern Baptist Theological Seminary at Fort Worth, Tex.

While Baptists have done much along this line, there is still
much more to do, and we urge upon our people the necessity of doing
more in this direction.

Respectiully,
W. H. GREGORY,
J. M. PREWETT,
Committee.

On motion the body adjourned until 7:30 p. m.

~

Saturday, 7:30 P. M.

Devotional exercises were conducted by Jas. RO‘lll]L

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Read by N. €. B. Andersou, discnssed by J. W.. Sims, J. B. Alex-
ander, Lon Slaughter, and was adopted as fqllows:

In our Lord's commission, given in Matt. 28:19 and 20, we recog
nize our working orders.
, The last year on the foreign field has been the best. Our Southern
Baptist Conventiorl is supporting in seven foreign 'count'ries, .vlz:
China, Africa, Japan, Italy, Mexico, Brazil and Argentine. \\e.ha\e h:
these countries 297 churches; 19 of these are selr-supporlmg,_GO.‘:
preaching stations; baptisms during the year, 3,618; by letter, 761;
restorations, 228; total, 4,597; the present membership., 21,343; Sun-
dziy Schools, 372; number of pupils, 13,226; contributions from the
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MESSENGERS. : e
/

Wheutley—W. H. Gregory, W. S, Hemenwa,v,' E. N. }146':0(1.
Corinth—Mrs. Jessie Patterson. - e )
Haynes—G. R. Roebnek, W. 8. Heustess, ‘
Elaine—J. H. Phyper, Mrs. Arch Dale.
Brinkley-—Dana Terry, Andrew Flora.
Salem—J. J. King, J. L. Turner.
Tip—J. R. Sorrels, A. J. Moore, S. J. Morlock.
Marianna—Mr. and Mrs. Ed West. >
Marianna Missionary Church—JI. ', Farrar. ~
Poplar Grove—J. P. (Cox. -
Colt—J. S. Walteérs, G. A. Pearson.
Oak Greve—H. Bickerstaff, R. P. Price and Mrs. Donna Paslay?’
Forrest City—W. . Brandon, E. P, I. Garrett, J. T. Fondren, I. T.
Longest, J. G. Sanders. .
Valley Grove—By letter,
~~, Clarenden—I. M. Dooley, .le'ssio Dooley.
" Mars Hill—J. C. Curtis, E. B. Shaver.
Rhehobeth—\W. . Sallis, T. W. Gillian and Mrs. R. W. Bankston.
Marvell—J. W. Sims, C. F. Thompson, L. P. Andersorn.
Caldwell—W. M. Thompson, J. I). F. Brown,
Palestine—J. B. Routh, Lon Slaughter.

Helena—W. H. Sledge, G. H. Vineyard,
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Brinkley............. Dana Terry.. |Brinkley.. . .. [Jno. Westboy . . .'Brinkley. e
Blackton®............ ... .. J. B. Sanders. . . .|Blatkton........ .
Bible Union*.........|[............L............ J.N.Haynes.. ..|Horton..........
Bethel*.o. ... | Willie Davis. . ..\Wheatley... ... ..
Clarendon............ ... ... ... ............ J. M. Dooley .[Clarendon. ... ...
Corinth......... P Lula Ward...... (Keevil......ooo .
Caldwell............. bt [EE R J.D.F.Brown.. Caldwell... e
Coltovevi il [P [ W.J.Gowen. ... Colt..
Forrest City......... (E.P.J.Garnett| ForrestCity . jW.W.Campbel! Forrest Clty .....
Haynes.............. 'J. W.Sims. .. (Marvell..... L.L.Long. ..... Haynes ..........
Hebron®............. R IR W. P. Taylor.. ..|Wheatley... .....
Helena.............. W.H.Sledge. . [Helena. . . ... C. A. Wooten . . .xHelena ..........
Level Valley*.........|{............ 1. ........... W. C. Garner ... Holly Grove......
Marianna............ A.Fox....... Marianna .. . [W.W.Thornton. .]Marianna. e
Mars Hlll .................................... W.R.Billingsley .| Palestine. ........
Marvell.............. J. W. Sims Marvell. .. .. C.F.Thompson. ./ Marvell..........
Monroe*.... ... i e G. W.Grimes. . ‘Monroe
Moon Lake*. ........ [ ... ... ] .l R. L. Moore ... .|Palestine. ... ...
Mosley*. . ...........[{..... \’ ................ Geo. Padget . . . .[Madison.........
Qak Grove........... J.B. Routh. . |Little Rock.. |T. F. Spivy..... Moro............
Phiadelphia.........[ ... ot S. A. Hallum. .. .:Brinkley.........
PoplarGrove.........4..........o il Jessie Cox....... Forrest City . . ...
Park Grove*......... M. J. Day Turner. ..... T. E. Knight. .. . Clarendon. .. ....
Palestine. . .........o|eeveeeee it Dr.T.J.Porter. . .| Palestine.........
Rehobeth............ J. W. Sims Marvell . |C.L.Langston. . .| Vineyard. .. .. ...
RiverSide*.. ... .....|cco oo M. Philmore. . .. Mou.of St.Ffancis
Salem............... J. W, Sims Marvell. .. .. J. L. Turner.. Cypert. .........
Trenton®............ J. W. Sims Marvell ... .. Fanme'lgorter ..|Trenton. ........
Turmer........cooveefoemmeiieiieeiiannn J. M. Cooter....|[Turner..........
Tip...........oovtt J. B. Routh. . {Little Rock. . |N.W.Chovrink. . |Tip.............
Wheatley. .. ......... J.B.Alexander| Wynne.. . ... W.S.Hemenway . thmtley. e
Elainef.. ....cooovees]oeeenio]inn J.D.Crow......|Elaine...........-
Marianna Mmlonaryf ........................ E.H.McNIurry. Marianna........
Valley Grove.. M.J.Day... |Turner...... Cornelius Arch. .jIndianBay. . .. ..

Total...........

*Not represented.
{New Churches. \
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