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hey tore open the enormous containers of rice. One scoop 
went into a bag. Following that scoop, another big helping 
of soy and two smaller scoops of vitamins and veggies. 
The bag was sealed and boxed. With o production cost of 

Jnly S 1.32, the contents of the bog were enough to feed six nutri
·ous meals to six starving children around the world. 

After learning about the organization through contact with res
Jurant Pitza 42 in Conway, 13-year-old Rosas Mexican Kitchen 
formerly El Mariachi) partnered with Enactus and Feed My Starv-
1g Children to host a MobilePack. This community-wide event 
Jrought together students and anyone with hands capable of 
:;cooping rice to pack bags of meals to send to starving children 
Jround the world. 

·we truly hope to create a hunger awareness revolution, unit
,g not to fight world hunger, but to put a stop to it,· Elva Rosas, 
Jnior business administration/finance major from Arkadelphia, 
50id. 

The Enactus member and Mexican Kitchen manager joined 
orces with Feed My Starving Children to host a MobllePack in the 
-iger Den. She and Griffin Peeples, a junior business administra
·;on/ finance major from North Little Rock, coordinated the event. 
n order for the MobilePack to take place, Rosas Mexican Kitchen 
Jnd Enactus had to raise $22,000. 

'We donate 22 cents out of every dollar spent at the restou
·ont," Rosas explained about how the restaurant contributed to 
-ne fund raising, in addition to other fundraising events in conjunc-
-~on with Enoctus. ·once we raised the money, Feed My Starving 
~hildren took over from there with providing the supplies and 
: oining our volunteers.· 

The event took place on March 15-16, with three pocking ses
sions. The over 400 volunteers included people from Ouachita, 
:hurches, Henderson State University, local schools and anyone 
Nilling to help. Volunteers ranged from students and administra
·ors to children and the elderly. Henderson's President, Dr. Carl 
Jones, was present to help pock. 

Volunteers went through training before putting on hoirnets 
Jnd gloves to pack the food. They divided into teams and began 
5COoping and sealing. With throwback pop music blaring, encour
Jged volunteers soon developed a competitive edge. 

"The groups had to yell when they finished packing a box," 
1ochel Hooker, a senior accounting major, explained. "Our group 
Nos the first one to finish a box during that session. We were the 
very first group to yell. That really determined us to try to get 30 
!X>xes pocked." 

Members from social clubs like Beta Beta and women from 
1te Henderson sorority Alpha Sigma Alpha also joined in pocking 
ooxes. 

"I was in a group with about 11 Betas,· Caleb Terry, a fresh
~on mass communications major from Benton, described. "We 
started timing how long it would toke us to pack boxes. I think 
we were able to fill an entire box in under two minutes. Once we 
started going like that we were going as fast as we could to get 
11e boxes pocked." 

According to Seth Boyd, sophomore business administration; 

finance major from Sherwood and member of Beta Beta, the vol
unteers from Beta Beta were able to pock 30 boxes, which would 
feed six children for on entire year. 

For other volunteers, their motivation had a bigger impact than 
that of only pure competitive spirit. 

"I just began realizing the impact of what we were doing when 
I was touching the rice," Cole en Rose, a sophomore kinesiology 
major from Keithville, La., said. "It occurred to me that we were the 
last people getting to touch the food before it reached the children. 
It was very emotional." 

Rosas also described the responses from younger volunteers 
to the goal of feeding hungry children. 

"The whole event was just really good for the little kids," Rosas 
said. "It was evident that they really wonted to make a difference. 
They fully devoted themselves to helping other kids their age." 

No matter the motivation behind the volunteer work, the ulti
mate goal was to pack 100,000 meals for children in Nicaragua. 

"During the first session, we pocked 5,000 meals," Rosas said. 
"So we were behind, but we mode up for them in the next session 
and even passed our goal in the session after that." 

The total number of meals packed during the three sessions 
was 101,088. This many meals ore enough to feed 277 children 
for an entire year. This goal was surprisingly surpassed with just 
400 volunteers. 

"Normally, the minimum number of volunteers at a Mobile Pock 
is about 500," Rosas said. "But I think that the volunteers we hod 
understood the real reason behind the event - helping a child in 
need. I think they were pushed by this. They were truly motivated 
and determined to get done what needed to be done." 

Rosas, however, did feel a sense of fear when she first realized 
how much work had to be accomplished. 

'When 1 saw them starting to unload the tons of rice and soy 
on the stage, this feeling of doubt come over me,M Rosas said. 
"But when the supervisor said we reached our goal, the feeling 
was unbelievable. I couldn't believe it." 

Following the success of the two-day MobilePack, the organiz
ers looked ahead to begin planning the next event. 

"We hope to continue our relationship with Feed My Hungry 
Children," Peeples explained. "We plan on continuing to do these 
events and making it bigger and better." 

According to Rosas, the organizers plan on involving more 
schools and churches in the area. They also plan on hosting the 
next MobilePack in the fall. 

"It was really powerful seeing all of us from different ports of 
the community come together for something bigger than our
selves," Hooker reflected. 

After two days and three pocking sessions, the 400 volunteers 
from throughout the community were able to send 101,088 meals 
to hungry children in Nicaragua by donating their time and labor. 

"God was in control of this from the very beginning," Rosas 
explained as the main reason why the event was so successful. "I 
knew God wouldn't let us down. I knew that if it was His will, He'd 
make it happen." 

by Robert DeSoto 


