


PROCEEDINGS.
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SaTUrpaAY, September 5th, 1858—11 4. M.

Elder P. &, G. Watson, who had heen chosen to preach the
“TIntrodyetory, atal Elder J. M. Cox. alternate. not arriving. in
time, the service was performed by Elder W, 11, Barksdale, of
Ielena.  Text: John xiii,

An intermission of about y Afiinutes was -ri\ en. and then
the' Messengers were convened T lilder P S0 N I\mg, the for-
mer \Iodur'\tor The former C Terk at the table. Same appro-
priste remarks were made by the Chairman, a hymn sung, .md
the Moderater led in prayer.

Letters were then read from nine Churches, and the messen-
zers” names enrolled as follows ;-

Herexa.—W. IL Barksdale: John 11 ]Iuk:..nntl II. . Mooney.

Azt Grove.—J. M, Cox, and Lllhmn T. Cox.

New Hore.—P. 8. G, Watson, . O MeCrary, and I S, Ev-
erett. .

Lizerty.—IL. L. Cordell, and William €. Chastain.

SaLEM. —Richard Brown,

0ak Grove. —\poncc ITall, 3. W, qulln.m, and Joe.l Brooks.

RUH\(})\I —T. J. McAdams.

HaryeXya—L, N. Vunn.

Crpress VALLey.—L. M. Roberts, and L. N. Townsend.

No other delegates arrived on Raturday. '

The above ('molmcnt being m: ule‘ an clection was hield to olect
Xesociational Officers for tlw cnsuing year.  Upon counting the
votes Spence ITall was found cho~mn Moderator; I, 8. G. Wat-
cﬂn Clerk; John I, ITicks, Cor responding Seerctary ; and J. €
) cerry Tre‘lsurcr.

The Moderator took the Chair, addressed the Association in a
few brief and appropriate remarks, then read the Rules of De-
corum,

Business as follows:

L. The Moderator invited any persous desmnrv the admission
of new Churchcs, to come forward. A ]ctt01 was handed in
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Report of the Board on Education was presented, wh'u:{zSk elicited
considerable discussion as to the locality of the proposed Asso-
ciational Schools. - A

Pending the Jiscussion, the Modcz‘ator :mnoqnecd the arrival
of the hour, appointed by the Committee on Religious Exercises,

wreaching. .

fur;\]djounw:i’ till the afternoon.

Sermon by P. S. G. Watson.

S

: £ 13 o’cLock, P. M.

Met.  The subject of Education resumed, and after some fur- -
ther discussion, the resolution following the Report of the Board
of Education was adopted.  Sece the conclusion of B..
- 3. Sabbath Schools.—J. M. Cox, Chairman, was allowed fur-
ther time to report, and to furnish the same to the Clerk in time
to insert in the Minutes. C. - )
. Colored Population.—~Adopted. D.
2. Colportage.—Adopted.  E. '
6. Temperance.—Adopted. T
7. Finance.—Adopted.  G.

8. State of thé Churches.—Referred to the Committee and
Clerk, for want of time and information at present.. II.

8. Corresponding Letter read and accepted. I

10. Reports of the Missionary Board and the Treasurer read,
and received. J. ’

CIIOSE BY BALLOT.

Elder W. II. Barksdale, of Helena, to preach the next Intro-
ddctory, and Elder J. M. Cox, of Cotton Plant, alternate.

ATPOINTMENTS BY THE MODERATOR.

1. Committces to report the next session. K.
2 Educational Board. L.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED.

L. That the 9th article.of the.ConStitution of this Association
beso altered as-to fix the time for the beginning of the Atinual
{\)ICOtCtllngs (after 1859) on Thursday before the first Sunday in

ober, )
‘ 2. That the next Annual “Meceting be held with the Liberty
Church, Phillips county, Arkansas, beginning on Suturday before
the first Sabbath in September, 1859, Distance from Helena,
l\\'cnt,y miles north-west, near the St. Francis road.

3. That the Clerk have six hundred copies of the Minutes
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/K REPORTS.

L
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[A]
ON DOMESTIC MISSIONS."

Your Committee, to whom was referred the subject of Domes-
tic Missions, beg leave to report : v

Your Association has an arca of at least fifty imiles square.
Within this district, as your Mimites show, there are sixteen
Churches at which there is regular preaching, and these Churches
are to be supplied by only seven ordained ministers. Such being
the case, we cannot—we need not—disguise the fact that action,
prompt and immediate action, i3 demanded at the hands of your
body, in the way of supplying the destitute with the living min-
istry and the famishing with the bread of life.  The Macedonian
ery coming up from the dark portions of our Zion is not to be
smothered! Too loud, deep, melancholy and thrilling has it
sounded in- our cars, now to be hushed into silence by mere reso-
lutions penned upon. paper, contemplating no more than their
genteel appearance in type, mourning the existence of these
things. A corresponding exertion to remedy the evil must be
put forth. : :

That we have the truth, as taught by Christ and his Apostles,
we sincerely believe.  That it is incumbent upon us to spread
this knowledge, who ean gainsay ? We read the commission
given-by Christ to his Apostles, to “Go into all the world,”
preaching the kingdom of God is at hand. They began at Jeru-
salem, and.soon the whole region of Judé¥ was filled with the
kqowledgc of Christ and him crucificd; but not content with
tlus, they pushed the triumphs of the Cross beyond the Roman
1{0\'_11100 to distant nations ; and on in-its redeeming power the
mission rolled till we have caught the streaming light, radiating
Ul fresh from the Son of Righteousness, enabling us to read
ipon the providence of God, the lines clearly drawn by the
1and of inspiration, « freely ye have reccived, freely give.” We
Bust then be up and doing. The torch of evangelical truth
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)
must light up the hills and caves within our boundary, and then
to other fields must we push, Apostle like, the standard, ¢ for
there remaineth much land to be possessed.”

Your Committee would therefore suggest that your Executive
Board be requested (if a missionary cannot be had amongst us,)
to open-a correspondence with brethren in other States, for the
purposc of securing an efficient missionary, whose duty it shall
be to travel through the destitute portions of the Association,
hold protracted meetings, organize Churches, distribute denomi-
national books, and to solicit funds for the benefit of the Asso.
ciation. =~ | ° . .

Your Committee would further suggest that cach Cliurch be,
and they are hereby requested to send up every year, a missjon-
ary fund, to be appropriated to the defraying of the salary of
your missionary. Let no Church fail to send something, and let
it be “as the Lord hath prospered” them—remembering that
the Lord loveth a cheerful giver. . :

Brethren, now is the time to strike! If you do not Ilabor,
other déduminations will, and thiey shall take your crown of re=
joicing. to S

May God put it into the hearts of the writer and of the whole
Association, to work and to do according to his good pleasure.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

WM. II. BARKSDALE, Chairman.

| B]
L » ON EDUCATION.

EpuvcatioNar Boarp- MEETING, |

Oak Grove Church, September 7th, 1858.

The Bgard convened—J. M. Cox, in the Chair; and P. S.
Watson, Sccretary. - : N

Resolved, That sve submit the following as our report to the

As)sociation. Carried :

G

» J. 3. COX, Chairman.
P. 8. G. Warsox, Secretary.
Bre Creek Post Orrice, Phillips Co., Ark., |
' Saturdpy, July 24th, 1858, |
On this day the Educational Board' met at the above place-
Elder J. M. Cox, Chairman, and P. 8. G. Watson, Scerctary.
Members present : E. Holland, R. Brown, J. M. Cox, and P.
S. G. Watson; Dr. Wm. R. Baker, as proxy to cast the votes for A.
F. Dunn, of Sterling; J. P. Varm, of Ilarmony; and J. Satter-
white, of Bible Union. ’

Resolved, That with the members present we proceed to busi-
ness.  Carried.

The subscription raised by the citizens in and near Big Creek
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apathy in this matter, other denominations are genegously assist-
in distributing our Book of Discipline.

ing us!
‘n?!l;spectflllly submitted, . J. C. McCRARY, Chairman.
‘ ' R 1 I
-TEMPERANCE.

Your Commi}tce on Temperance ask leave to report that we °
look upon the infemperate use of ardent spirits by the community
in general, but by professors -of religion-in particular, as one of:
the greatest curses to christianity found in "the nineteenth cen- 4
_tary, Anno Domini. S o -

Afew ycars ago, hope sprang up in our hearts, on account of
amovement in behalf of Temperance begun in Phillips countty,
included within our Association; but the temporary daming up
of the stream has but caused the overbreaking flood to rush
with the more wild and fearful” impetuosity. Drunkenness is
“openly indulged in by men of the world, both old and young!
“And whose blood has_ not been. chilled, and whose heart has not
~been made to -bleed, ta see the havoe this same monster of ini-

quity, infemperance, has made amongst the chiirches of Christ 2.

Before christinns can take their proper position in the militant
host of ‘God, and wicld their intended influence over the uncon-
verted, they must thrust the monster tyrant from them; and
(except for medicinal andl mechanical uses,) “téuch not, taste not,
handle not,” the unclean thing ! T '

Churches should control its use amongst their own members ;
they must do it, or suffer blight and mildew as a necessary and
unavoidable consequence ! :

As your Committee, we, therefore, recommentd the adoption
of the following resolution : - ' .

Resolved, <That we carnestly recommend to the Churches com- |
posing this Association, to discountenance the use of ardent spir-

s as a beverage, and also the huying and selling of the article

gs a livelihood.  1st. By faithful and brotherly adinonition.
2. By exclusion from the Church, if such course be persisted in.

Respectfully, P. 8. G. WATSON, Chairman.

\{ \4 . [Gq '
FINANCE, AND TREAS'R TO FINANCIAL COMMITTEE.

. C. McCRagy, Tregence
Recved at the st Semciom. ... o3850
'é::\'ul since feam Liberty Churely, IR o ) - 5 00— 6170

Paid for Minut 857
v.mwch.rk. ?._1 PP

09taze o0 Minutes

Balunce ‘ptembe:
Amount roceiven] Scusiulx::nlc;;:,;:‘ hand Septeniber 1, 1858,u . cesineiissccssossssiscosnssns 353 ;l)g

Tl e e ..'.
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1 female prayer meeting.  In consequence of the caving of the
\lississippi banks, the town is pexsing away and the population
Tainishing. Do 8. Go Watson, Pastor. A, B. Young, Clerk.
Sterling, Arkan=as.

NEW 1HOPE. .

Was organized in IS8 awl has had as pastors: Porter Clay,
14 W, Ellege, and . S0 G Watson. Tt is on the St. Franeis
roll, twelve miles Aorth-west from IHelena : meets twice & month
iman “every bod§7s™ frame honse: preaching to the blacks on
every other Sunday evening. R. C. Burke, Clerk.  LaGrange,
Arkinsas.

- I3
4 . CUSALEM.
© Was onee conneeted with the St. Franeis Association, but uni-

ted with thiz in 1855 ¢ it i south-west feom Ielena twenty-five
miles, on Coffee Ureek. Phillips county.~ It has had Ezekiel Hol-

Jand as Pastor sinee its union with this hody.  Richard Brown,
\@/P;g Creck Post Office. Phillips county.
' BETIIEL.
Ls on Mickory Ridue, Phillips connty, west from Helena twen-
ty-four miles, on @ comniy road @ mouthly preaching. The Chureh
wag orwanized in 1R3 F amid has has Izekicel Holland as Pastor

ever since. It is wnrepresented this yewr.  Kzekiel IMolland,:
Clerk.  Big Creck Post Odfice. Phillips county.

OAK GROVE. -~
Was organized in Monvoe comntry, in 1854 It is north-west
from Tlelena, on the Xpring Creek rvoad to the praivie, thirty
wiles. The Churelr has o small hewed log hoase: wontlily
preaching. . M: Cox has been the Pastor from the beginning.
Dr.J. W Sullivan, Clerk.  Moro P. 0., Monroce conuty.

! RUITAM.A. )
Was organizelin 1855, in Arkansas county, and is south-west
from Aberdeen twenty miles. W, J, Hood has been Pastor from

the heginning, T J. MceAdams, Clerk.  Loung Point, Arkansas
gounty, -~

o HHARMONY. .
‘\'\:\s organized in 1835, in Monroe county, six miles north-
vest from Lawreifceville, near the Clarendon road. W, J. ITood
s been the only Pastor: monthly meeting.  The Church has

a 15
“l unfinished hewe log house. K. W. Vaun, Clerk. Lawtence-
ville, Monroe countv.
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LIBERTY, (Mosnok CousTty.)

Was organized in 1833, in the south-west extremity of Monroe
county, south-west from Aberdeen five miles, The Church has
a hewed log house ; monthly preaching by W. J. Hood, who has
been the jonly Pastor. Benj. Walker, Clerk. Aberdeen, Mon-
roe coun,t_\".’ - . .

SHILOIL.

Was organized in Prairie county, in 1856. W. J. Hood has
been its only Pastor. Not being represented this year, we can
say bat little. Its former clerk was W. B. Bailey. Aberdeen,
Monroe county.

CYPRESS VALLEY. ° ’
Was organized in 1857, twenty miles north-west from Ielena,

Tt has a large unfinished hewed log house ; monthiy preaching by
T. 8. N. King. Luther M. Roberts, Clerk. LaGrange, Ark

CLALENDON.

Was organized in 1838, in Clarendon, (or mouth of Casche).”
It has monthly preaching by W. J. Hood, the pastor. Joseph P.
Vann is Clerk. Clarendon, Monroc county.

_ LINN GROVE.

Was organized in 1858, and is south-cast from Lawrenceville,
Monroe county, five wmiles. Ilaving chosen W. J. ITood their.
Pastor, they mect on Monday—his Sundays being engaged. J.
C. Erwin, Clerk. Lawrenceville, Monroe county.

For lack of materials, this imperfect sketch is respeetfully
submitted. H. L. CORDELL. Chairman.

P ]
CORRESPONDING LETTER.

Ther Mt. Vernon Baplist dAssociation to her fo\!.v_r Adssoctutions—

Greeling : )

Dear BreTHREN: As a body we have met and transacted the
business before us very harmoniously. The accompanying Min-
utes will inform you what we have/done, and what we pro-
pose to do. )

Our territory is large and the laborers are very few, and of
those few aapart only are engaged all the time in the Gospel
field. The harvest is ripe, but the laborers are indeed few.

But one Association has corresponded’ with us hy messenger
or letter this session. Even for one corresponding messenger
we are glad, but yet we desire a more general, fraternal inter-
course with our sister Associations within our reach: fned all

~



those to which we gend Minutes by mail, or to whjch Minites
may be personally presented by any member of this body, are
cordially invited to correspond with us. L
Any member of any Church of this Asseciation visiting a sis-
ter Association with a copy\of our Minutes, will be recognized
a3 & messenger from us. , , -
We ask yon to join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father, that
he wouldt abundantly bless our efforts to extend the conquests of
the Crdss thronghout our land. -
With christian esteem,
In behalf of the Association,
‘ P. 8. G. WATSON.

[J.) | .
MISSIONARY BOARD, AND TREASURER TO THE BOARD
. "ANNUAT REPORT.

Dear BrerureN: ITaving nothing effective to report, we will
“pot waste your time in lengthened words only. .

As a Board we have-lield frequent meetings, and have used
what means we thought best to procure one or more missionaries.
We published our call through the Tennessce Baptist, and ad-
dressed some private letters, but have entirely failed to find a
single minister whom we could engage as a missionary for this
field. The condition of the Treasury will, of course, be made
known by the Treasurer, for having no nced for funds we have
made no call upon him. : '

Being required by you to appoint 2 minister to preach a Mis-
sionary _ Scrinon, on the Sabbath' of the Association, we have
chosen Wm, 1. Barksdale, of Helena.

Our Assaciational territory presents a vast field, destitute of
the preached Gospek; it is greatly to be deplored. 'The most
eficient means to remedy this state of things, we leave to the
assembled wisdom of the Association.

By order of the Board.

Respectfully submitted.
JNO. . HICKS, Cor. Sec’ry.

The Treasurer's Report to the Board, inclyded in the Board’s R,.
port to the Aséociation.

To Tz Boarp: Owing to the fact that the Board has been
unable to procure the services of a missionary, no effort has been
made to collect means within the Churches the past year; con-
scquently the Treasurer would refer to the Report of last year,
and ask that it be adopted (after the amount collected on Sab-
2‘“111 at the Association, shall lave been added, amounting to
M9.05. ANl of which is respeetfully submitted. -

* J. C. McCRARY, Treasurer.
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[K.]
COMMITTEES TO REPORT AT THE NEXT SESSION OF

. THE ASROCIATION—1859. )

12 Oy Douestic Missioxs.—D. 8. G. Watson, A. II Ip.
kins, and 1elos S, Everett,

2. Ox Evvearion,—Wm, IL Bul\sd.nlc John Q. Taylor, and
. 1[ Ticks.

3. Ox Sannatn Senvors.—J. M. (‘0\ l‘ P. T1ill, and Benj. J.
Johnson,

4. O~ Corrorrace —\Iuk W. Tzard, Jolm Satterwhite, and
Benjamin Nail, .

5. Ox TeveeEraxce.—Wm. J. Hood, E. T Mitchell, and Ben-
jumin Walker, .

. Ox Cotoren Porvnatron.—E. Iolland, Richard Brown,
and James Durden.

[N. B." By consulting the 4th ]n re of the Minutes of last year,
it will e scen that the above Committec-men are expicted to
attéind the next session, whether messenzers or not. 'i&\ue/
- expeeted to present their own Reports, and have the privilege to
defend them if nectssary.—Cregs.)

(L1
EDUCATIONAL BOARD

John I, Hicks, J. M. Cox, Benjamin Nail, ", 8. (i, Watson,
H. T. Cordell, . B. Young, James Scaife, Wm. R. Baker, Jas,
V. Sullivan, T. J. Me \(]llll\ E. WoVann, ECTL Mitehell, T M

Beleher, L. N. Townsend, Joseph P. Vann, and.J. C. Erwin
First meeting at Bige Creck 1% “., Nov. 3,

. MISSIONARY BOARD

Sp/p( Iall, Moro, Mouroe Co.; P08, G. Watson, LaGrange,
I’lnlhpa Co.; .Jnlm 1L Hicks, Ielena, Phillips Co., ,(Jm\u]mml
Jng Seeretary s John C. MeCre ary, LaGr: ange, Phillips Co., Treas-

‘urer; AL 1L I[npkms S, B¢ .npomm,J\J Lllnllmm" 1L F.
Mooney, and W. C. Chastain.,

MISSTONARY AGENTS,
1. F. Mooney, B.J. Jolmbon,/lolm Satterwhite, A. H. 1lap-
kins, Peter Burrons; Richard Brown, E. I1olland, \puuull l‘-
T, J. McAdams, W, 1. Privett, W..J, ITood, G. W. Fen, and W

B. Bailey. New C'hurches will mike their Owil 1]»]mnmmnl~.
- Liberty was overlooked by the Association.

MINISTERS OF THIS AS tOCIAT]()\' .
Orpaisep.—T. 8. N. King, W. J. IIom] L]Ioll.uul Mark W.
Izard, J. M. Cox, W. 11. I)uks«]ilc, and P. 8. G. Watson.

thh\TI\nﬂ—J W. Sullivan, J. 1lobbs, ]I F. 'J(\\ksbun J
C. Erwin, 'mdD 1I. Clifton.
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