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Next session will be held with Zipn Hill Church, eight
miles east of Melbourne, Izard County, Arkansas

commencing Friday evening, seven o'cloclk
before the second Sunday in I |
October, 1836 ’




Mission work among the pcople, from honse to house, and man to man,
the great need of these times and in all places. Thiz is the work of ©

The American Baptist Publication Society.

Tt sends out visitors, Bibles, Testaments, tracts, books, Sunday-school
workers, and many kinds of papers and other periodicals.

IT NEEDS HELP

always and liberally from every church, Bunday-school, young peopl
suciety, and from all persons. This work is wholly dependent on t
contributions received. The cnlls are more than can now be answered,
Let every one help this great and needy and blessed work.

C. C. BITTING,
Bible and Missionary Secretary,

1420 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa:

Things Worth Knowing.

. 1. The American Baptist Publication Society, either at its home officey
1420 Chestnut Strect, Philadelphia, or ut its Brancheg in New York or Boston,
Chicago or St. Louis, Atlanta or Dallas, will gladly furnish any proper book
at the lowest possible price, We are booksellers as well as publishers

2. If you do not happen to know just the book you want, give us un ides
of the subject, and we will try to send you the inforiation you need.

3. If you are sceking Reward Books we shall be glad to counsel you'in
theirchoice, Tell us for what sort of people they are intended, and the amount 5
you eare to expend, and we can point out just the hooks you want.

4. A careful and competent commuittee examines every Sunday-school
book as soon as it is published, We cast aside those which are not just righty
and keep a list of those which ate approved as unquestionably fit for u Baptist |
Sunday-school Litwaty, Nobody can have 4 copy of that list, but we will
till orders for Baptist Sunday schools from it, with our guarantee. Tf thereis
any reasonable objection to any book, we will exchange it or reiurn the ruumey.

5. We would rather sell a Bible than any other hiook. So we keep a VEIy
lnrge assortinent of Bibles, in all types and styles of binding, and at the lowesh
prices. We have more reason for wanting to sell Bibles than any other books
seller can possibly have. o

6. We shall be glad to have some person in every church to act as our
agent in selling our books. We are ready to pay a very liberal discount for |

vigorous service.



MINUTES

—O0F THE—
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Rocky Bayou Baptist Association,

Saipts’ Rest Bapfist Ghareb,

IZARD COYNTY, ARK.,

OCTOBER 12 AND 14, 1895.

L session| to be held with Zion Hill Baptist Church, 8 miles
; of Melbourne, lzard County, Ark., commencing or Friday
before the second Sunday in October, 1896, at 7 P. M.
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Proeesdings.

- The Rocky Bayon Missionary Baptist Association convened
Fifty-Fourth '‘Annual Session with Saint’s Rest Chureh,
ard County, Ark., Saturday morning, October 12, 1895,
At 11 o’clock a. m. the introductory sermon was preached
Eld. W. M. Duren, from the 5th verse of the 1st chapter of
The speaker proved that regeneration by the Holy Spirit
Holy Ghost baptism arve not identical.
- After recess and refreshments the Association was called
rder by Ehd. W. M. Duren, the Moderator of last session.
ver by Eld. J. J. Vest. The names of the Churches were
l and letters read by Bros. R. L. Landers and 1. J. Smitl.
Pleasant Valley, Zion Hill, Fairview and Concord asked
or the next session of the Association.
Also, the letter from Pleasant Valley Church contained
the following query:
“Would it be Scriptural baptism should a minister baptize
ndidate on hearing his statement and being satisfied he was=
; rted and, also, that he was a Baptist—in principle—andd
uld speedily unite with a Baptist Chuarch? If not Seriptural,
not?” .
Call for petitionary letters from Churches desiring admis-
into this Association, whereupon Big Spripg and Wise's
el Churches, situated in Izard County, presented letters by.
sir respective Messengers; and it appearing that said
Thurches are Scriptural, they were received and the hand of
owship extended to their Messengers by the Moderator,
On motion, the Association proceeded to elect a Moderator
] Clerk, which resulted in the election of Eld. W. M. Duren
Moderator and W, K. Estes as Clerk.
- Called for Corresponding Messengers from sister Associa-
: whereupon Bros. A. D. Taylor and J. B. Haley, from
ng (River Association, heeepted the invitation and were
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given the hand of fellowship by the Moderafor and welcomed
among us.

Called for visiting ministers. None present.

The Moderator announced the following committees: °*

1st.  Ou Arrangement of Business—Eld. H. F. Vermillion,
Eld. J. J. Vest, 8. P. Hite. '

2d. On Preaching— P-stor ar | Me:sengers of Saints’ Rest
Church.

3d. On Baptist Literature—G. 8. Rector, A. T. Felts, W,
R. Miller.

4. On Associational Missions—R. J. Richardson, T. N.
Estes, Eld, 8. A. Marchant.

5th, On Foreign Missions—T. N. Estes, W. H. l{ankms,
A. A. Spradlin.

6th. On Sabbath Schools—Eld. H. F. Vermillion, 8. P
Hite, N. €. Danner.

7th. On Finanece—B. 8. Stroud, R. F. Wilson.

8th. On Temperance—M. Hiveley, Eld. M. W. Frizzell, R.
L. Waller.

9th. On Destitution—J. H. Sanders, J. N. Haley, Eld. 8. A,
Marchant.

10th. On Prayer Meetings—D. J. Smith, A. D. Taylor,
J. B. Bland.

1th. On State Missions— Eld. H. F. Vermillion, Gi. 8. Rec-
tor, John Arnold.

12th. On Ministerial Education—R. Iz Landers, W. F.
Campbell, A. T. Felts.

13th. On Schools and Colleges—R. L. Landers, J. H.
Defries, T. E. Brown.

14th. On Obituaries—R. L. Landers, Eld M. W. Frizzelly
Henry Taylor.

After prayer, led by Eld. Vermillion, the Association ad-
journed till Monday morning 8: 30 o’clock. .

Preaching—Saturday night by Eld. J. W. Hiett, of Moun-
tain Home (not being present, I did not get the text); Sunday, at
11 a. m., by Eld. Henry F. Vermillion; Sunday evening, by Eld.
J. W. Hiett; text,, Matthew 28:19-20.
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MONDAY MORNING—OCTOBER 14.

The Association convened pursuant to adjournment. Pray-
ser, by Eld. J. W. Hiett. Minutes of Saturday read and ap-
proved.
1. Report of Committee on Arrangem=nt of Business read
and adopted.

2. Renewed invitation Lo Churches desiring admission.
3. Renewed invitation to Corresponding Messengers from
er Associations, None.
= 4. Renewed invitation to visiting ministers. Accepred by
Eld. J.W. Hiett of White River Association, who was welcomerl,
- 5. The Moderator appointed Elds. J. W. Hiett, 8. A. Mar-
nt and M. F. Vermillion as a committee to answer query
fron: 1'leasant Valley Church,
6. Leport on Schools and Colleges was read and adopted,
to-wit :
We, vour Committee on Schools and Colleges, respectfolly
snbinit thv following report: As missionary Mapfists, we
mzlll live up to what we profess, and we would recommen:l
t each and every member of this Association make every sac-
posgible to educate his children, and by education we
uld imean to place them in our Baptist institutions in the
te, where they will receive moral and Christian training,
would emphasize the importance of a Christian education,
too many make the mistake of educating the brain withount
moral training.
This growing age demands an active and energetic people,
g = with the advance of the times we find
the growth of sin is prevalent, _and we
ve one of the easiest ways in  which to
rcome this is by a Christian education, we would recom-
il our Baptist colleges of this State to the patronage of this
dation, and would especially call your attention to the
of Mountain Home Baptist College. We would heartily
se its work and we would ask thatl the members of this
patronize and in every way give their support to this in-
tution. It is one born of necessity, and the Lord has pros-
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i |
pered it since its foundation. 'We wounld not forget to call tht
attention to the financial needs of this college. [t ix the prop-
orty of the Baptists of North Arkansas, .md we must not dnd

cannot afford to see it suffer.

R. 1. LANDERS,

J. H. DEFRIES,

T. I&. BROWN,
Committee,

1. Report on Baptist Literature was read and adoptel,
to-wit:

We, as a people, take the Bible as-our chief guide in all
matters pertaining to the doctrine of Christ and the govern-
ment of His Churches—it being the inspired word of God and
measurement of all things pertaining to Christianity. We
therefore, first of all, commend the Bible to each of our members,
and urge each to mul it carefully and prayerfully. We would
also recommend the Arkansas Baptist, Amervican Baptist Flag
and Ford’s Christian Repository.

A. T. FELTS,

G. 8. RECTOR,

W. R. MILLER,
Committee,

8. Report on Ministerial Education read and adopted, to-
wit:. -
Knowing that the education of men for the ministry is one
of vital importance and one which is calculated to promote the
best interests of our denomination, we therefore recommend
that the young men within our bounds who show the moral
training and spiritual gualification, which is so essential in this
olorious work, be urged to procure a good education and thai
they be hberallv .uded by our people in the way of money when
necessary in procuring that education.
W. F. CAMPBELL,
R. L. LANDERS,
A. T. FELTS,
Committee.
9. 'Called for report of Committee on Obituaries. Th
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obituary of Bro. James Wren, deceased, was read, and, on mo-
tion, ordered to be inserted in the minutes.
10. The Committee on Query from Pleasant Valley
" Church presented the following as its answer:

It is not the prevince of the Association to settle matters
of doctrine for the Churches. Each Church must be its own
judge of the teachings of the Seriptures.

HENRY F. VERMILLION,
S A HARCHANT,
J. W. HIETT,

Committee,

On motion, the discussion of this question was referred to
the fifth Sunday meeting, which was voted to be held with
Pleasant Valley Church, embracing the fifth Sunday in De-
tember, next,

. At 12 m. the Association took a recess till 1T p. m. for re-
freshments. After recess, convened. Praver, led by Eld. Ver-
million.

11. Report on Associational Missions was read and adopt-
ed, to-wit:

Whereas, there are destitute points within our bounds,
we would recommend that they be supplied, and that our Board
be continued and that each Church help furnish the Board with
means to employ a missionary to work in the destitute points
and with weak Churches, and that the pastors appoint an ageut
Ik each Church, whose duty it shall be to collect funds for this

mpose, and that the Churches pay at least 25 cents per mem-
ber “8S. A, MARCHANT, Chairman.
(Before the adoption of this report more than one hun-
d dollars were pledged for Associational missions.)
12. Report on Foreign Missions was read and adopted, to-

In looking over the foreign fields, we find the great Asiatic
belt reaching from Japav on the north to India on the sounth,
4 includes three empires and aggregates sevenhundred mill-
18 of heathens who are in darkness and deatb, with no name
to save but that of Christ, of whom they have not heard. Our



G Minntes of the

Financial Board needs funds. We suggest that the Moderator
of this Association appoint one Messenger from each Church
to collect, and that each member of our Churches pay at least
25 cents.

T. N. ESTES,

A. A. BSPRADLIN,

W. H. HANKINS,

Committee.
The \Im]erntnr appointed the following l'nl'viun Mission
agents, to-wit: J. Marlin. D. J. Smith, 8. P. lllte B. S

Stroud, R. I, “'llm)n T. N. Estes, R. L. \\’a]]er, G. W. \leker
A. TVF (lltq il byl 518 Pato B. A. Spradlin, J. H, Sanders, T. K. Good-
man, W. M. Stroud, J. J. Vest. W. J. Carder, M. Hiveley and ._—
R. Miller.

13. Report of Committes on Sabbath Schools was read
and adepted, to-wit: .

The Saviour commanded ns to teach, and, as the Sunday
school is one of the best ways in which to teach the Seriptn
we recommend that each C ‘hurch in the Association organize
and support a Baptist Sunday school.

H. F. VERMILLION,

8. P. HITE,

N. €. DANNER,
Commitete,

. 14, Committee on Fipance rveported $18.90 for printing
minutes and $5.05 for inserting vhe obituary of James Wren,
deceased. 4

15. Report on Temperance was read and adopted as fob
lows:

We regard mtmn]wran(‘e in any form one of the grea
evils of thiz day. It is destructive to health and snmetv an
injurions to the Churches and is a grievous hinderance to th
spread of the Gospel. It destroys morals, dethrones reasg
and impairs the finer principles in man which should be use
for the glorification of God. We insist that Churches thron
out our Association discipline any member who aids in n
ing or selling ligunor, or signing any petition asking for a
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i license, of territory and land upon which to establish a d.:-
tillery or wholesale house or saloon or any establishment by
which spirituous liguors might be distributed.

M. W. FRIZZELL,

M. HIVELEY,

R. L. WALLER,

Commiittee,

15. Report on Destitution read and adopted as follows:
The destitution in our Dbounds is irom Cushman to White
r, from Jamestown to Calico Rock; also, east of Frankiin,
the following points: Mt. Olive, Twin Creek, Smith
school House, Shady Grove, Mt. Carmel, Sidney, Sylamoie,
lint Ridge; also, west of Pleasant Valley to Big North Fork.
8. A, MARCHANT,
J. N. HALEY,
: Committee.

4 17. Report on Prayer Meetings read and adopted as fol-
Ows: "
Inasmuch as God has promised us great blessings in answer
b prayer, and as prayer meetings are the best index to the
perity of our Churches, we advise the Churches of this Ac-
tion to appoint and attend weekly prayer meetings. We
rther recommend that the young be encouraged to officiate
i prayer meetings,
D. J. SMITH,
J. B. BLAND,
A. D. TAYLOR,

Committee,

- 18. Report on State Missions read and adopted as fol-

Whereas, our State Board is doing a much needed work and
that promises permanent good to our cause, hut_h at home
broad, we recommend that the Churches of this Associa-
fin co-operate with the State Board in this work, and that we

it wi ravers and contributions.
tain it with our pray L

G. 8. RECTOR,
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At this point the Association took a recess till 7 p. m.

At 7 p. m. the Association convened. Prayer by Eld. F
zell.

19, Zion Hiil Church, eight miles east of Melbourne, Izan
County, Ark., was selected as the Church with which the ne
session is to be held.

20. Eld. 8. A. Marchant was elected to preach the infi
ductory sermon at the next session, with Eld. M. W. Frizzell
his alternate. ¢

21. Report of Missionary Board was read and adopted
follows:

We have held four meetings this year. We organized
electing (. 8. Rector President, H. F. Vermillion Secretary ai
R. L. Landers Treasurer. We employved Brethren (. L. foa
and 8. A. Marchant for one-fourth of their time, agreeing to
Bro. Marchant $12 for his services at Wise's Chapel and Bi
Foard $13 for his services at Big Springs. Wa refer you .,.
the Treasurer’s report for our ﬁlhlll('l‘ll statement, and to th
reports of these Churches for the results of the labors ol
these brethren. G. S.RECTOR, Pres.

H. F. VERMILLION, See’y.

"Report of R. L. Landers as Treasurer of said Board is
follows:

Receipts: \
Amount. fr um last Treahurer ................................. s e AR P E
Mc]hourne church
L *  Coneord..
. Zion Hill, ..
52 " Wise's Chapel.
L T ) 3 A L e R o o i ey e See e T SR -
°f b T L e e e e ) ) e S e S S 1t
al e T T T o T B R e e S R e R e e O e v

by AL A e Y P o e P S (A e A o A8 g A e

Disbursements: .

Arﬂt)unt p.nd Bro., Vest on last ¥esr..co.cvwiiirs P A o oy BRO AN AP *
* Marchant..... IR A O O o - P SN S P

22, The Moderator appeinted Missionary Board, Bd
of Ministerial Education and Agent for Foreign Misswns.

23. Eld. Wm. M. Duren was elected Messenger to th
kansas Baptist Convention and recommended as a memb
the State Board.
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2 2e Kld, Ho F. Vermillion  was appomted  Messenger 1o the
Southern Baptist Convention.

2o, Arranged Corcespondence as follows:

To Little Red River Association, J.H.Defries and J.B.Bland;
to Blue Mountain, W.F. Campbell, J. N. Haley, (. C. Hagar and
" Eld. J. J. Vest; to Independence, Eld. H. F. Vermillion and N. €.
‘Danner; to White River Valley, R. L. Waller, 8. P. Hite, Eld.
M. W. I'rizzelll, C. F. Moore and W. J. Marlin; to Spring River,
Eld Q. L. Fo dI’(l, A T Felts and Wilson me, to Big (wel\,
T N. Lstes, D. J. Smith, Eld. '\’\ M. Duren, Eld. 8. i& May-
chant, Eld. J J. Vest cmd W. N. Haley; to White River, R. 1.
| Lﬁ]ldl'l'b, T. K. Goodman, IEld. 11 IJ .Vermillion and N. . Dannér,
26. Called for report of Board oif Mumisterial Education.
An oral report was made by Bro. . L. Landers, who stated that
qnothing had been done by the Board.

27. Called for report ¢f Agent for Foreign Missions. Agent
not present.

The following amendment to the constitution, presented
‘at the last session, was read and rejected by an almost unani-
mous vote:

“The, members composing the annual meetings of the As-
sociation shall congist of Mesgengers sent by the Churches and
the members of the different Boards appointed by the Associa-
tion and the ministers in good standing in their Churches in said
Association.”

928. Jamestown Church having petitioned for a letter of
dismission to join Independence Association, on motion a letter
of dismission was granted said Church.

L 29. The following resolution, presented by Bro. R. L.
Landers, was adopted:

“Resolved, That we, as an Association, tender our hearty
vthanks to the members of Saints’ Rest Church and citizens of
‘the vicinity for the hospitality extended to us during ounr stay
yith thein.”

30. Also, the following resolution, presented by Bro. Lan-
ders, was adopted:

“Resolved, That the Clerk superintend the printing and dis-
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tribution of the minutes of this session and that he be allowed
¥5 for his services.”

31. The following resolution, presented by Eld. VermiH- *
ion, was adopted:

“Resolved, That we recommend to the Churches composing
this Association that hereafter they call their pastors to begin
their pastoral services at the first of the year.”

32, The following resolution, presented by Eld. Vermill-
ion, was adopted:

“Resolved, That the next session of this body meet on Fri-
day night before the second Sunday in October, 1896; and that
the introductory sermon he preached at that time.”

33. The Moderator appointed Eld. 8. A. Marchant, T. K.
Goodman and Eld. A. J. Whaley as a committee to arrange a
program for next fifth Sunday meeting.

34. The Clerk called the roll and enrolled the following
Messengers:

Antioch—M. T. Patterson, W. J. Marlin, (. F. Moore.

Bellevue—J. L. Rector, D. J. Smith, G. 8. Rector.

Big Spring—S. P. Hite, 8. E. Martin.

Uoncord—H. C. Finley, B: 8. Stroud, G. W. King.

Fairview—EIld. W. M. Duren, R. F. Wilson.

Melbourne—T. N. Estes, R. L. Landers, R. J. Richardson,
W. K. Estes. y

Mt. Nebo, No. 1—R. L. Waller, W. N. Haley.

Mt. Nebo, No. 2—G. W. Walker.

Mt. Pleasant—Alex Shell, A. T. Felts, W. O. Taylor.

New Hope—W. H. Hanking, T. H. Pate, J. D. Dozier.

Philadelphia—A. A. Spradlin.

Pilgrim’s Rest—J. B. Bland, N. C. Danner, J. H. Defries,
John H. Sanders.

Pleasant Valley—EIld. 8. A. Marchant, T. K. Goodman, R
L. Marchant, Jesse Barlow.

Rocky Bayou—W. M. Stroud, J. N. Haley.

Saint’s Rest—Eld. J. J. Vest, C. C. Hagar, D. R. Freeman,
J. H. Vest,

Unity—W. J. Carder.
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Wise's Chapel—T. E. Brown, M. Hiveley, John Arnold, W.
M. Brown.
» » Zion Hill—Eld. M. W. Frizzell, W. R. Miller, W. F. Camp-
bell.

After prayer, the Messengers, while singing, took the part-
mn- hand and the Association adjourned at 10 o(hwk p. m. to
meet with Zion Hill Church, Izard Countv, Ark., at T o’clock p.
m. on Friday before the sewud Sunday in October, 1896,

3 W. M. DUREN, Moderator.
W. K. ESTES, Clerk.

(=)
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IN MEMOLRY OF THE LATE JAMES “RE\

A Short Historic Bketeh of One Who Spent Many Years in ‘l‘hzs ‘
County. > |

A history of whose life would present a panoramic view of
his adopted county through all its varied scenes, both Churel
and civie, almost from its incipiency; his noble example of
morality, sobriety and industry; his honest, godly walk throngh
a long and blameless life, is worthy to be commended to our
young men, and his death deserves more than a passing notice
True, years have passed since he breathed his last. Tears haye
ceased to flow and those most deeply pained have ceased to
mourn. Yet his devotion to the Church he joined in early life,
and his every effort to forward its cause, should be recorded in
the undying pages of history, trusting prayerfully that those
who follow may emulate his example,

James Wren was born in Lincoln County, North ( ‘amlma‘,
April 4, 1792, and died in Izard County, Arkansas, April 28, 1890,
He was buried at Bethlehem M. E. Cemetery, near Mt. Pleasant,
by his wife. Coming into being under the first Presidential
term of George Washington, and departing this life during the
admiuistration of Bell]dllllll Harrison, his life covered 1he ad-
ministration of every President the United States had, and one
of the most remarkable periods in the world’s history. The
constitution of the United States had just been ratified when
the dawn of being opened upon him. The great experiment of
self-government, whose principles were drawn from our revo
lutionary sires, had not emerged from the misty domain of spee-
ulation and asserted a philosophic truth. As maturity ad-
vanced, instinet with the patriotic spirit of the times and a de-
sire at all times to be right, he allied himself with the prineipl

. of Jefferson and Madison, the true exponents of Democracey,
was ever after true to the cause. About the age of maturity
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he left his native soil and boyhood scenes for Alabama; from
there to Tennessee; thence to Warren County, Ky, Heore he vol-
“utteered under General Pinkney in the war of 1812, When
peace was declared he was honorably discharged and returned
+0 his Kentucky home, ~Seou after his return he married in
Warren County Miss Elizabeth Hightower. She was born July
=i, 1794, They commenced married life near Bowling Green, io
Warren County, Ky., tilling the soil. Soon they were blegwse]
with chitdren, and their family of seven children—two sms and
ii Lve daugiters, all yet living but the oldest boy—wer> born hore,
With no aspiraticn but to be a farmer, and possessed with

but few of the good things of this world, believing he coull
better his condition and be of more benefit to his family, cavsa]
Lim to break his endearments with many friends and his Ken-
tucky home and cast his destinies in the almost unitrodden wild:
of the territory of Arkansaw. In November, 1830, Joshua anl
William Ihghhm er, with their families, and Mrs, Elizabeth
Wren (their sigter), with her seven children, left Warren County,
Ky.,in wagouns for Izard County, Ark. Mr. Wren remained nn-
tll e could dispose of his tobacco erop. The progress of this
little emigrant train was necessarily slow., There were few ser-
tlements, and public roads were unknown west of the Missis
sippi. By perseverance and energy they reached Rocky Bavon
on the 24th of December and camped that Christmas eve night
an the farm now owned by R. L. Landers. On this place Mo
SVren waited for My, Wren, who came by water to Chickasasw
Rluff, now Memphis, and walked through the lonely swamy:
said cane brakes alone, eamping out nights, with no protec-
vion save his pocket-knife. He reached his family early io
1831 and made a erop on that place. The next two seasons he
gpent on White River. Chills and fever, the acelimating pest
8f newcomers, o affected his family that he returned to Roeky
Bayon in the fall of 1833 ard bought an improved farm from the
ate Andrew Walker, where Lunenburg now is. Iers his fam-
ily scon regained health, and by industry and economy the
aecessaries and comforts of life were soon abundant on this
rlace. His worth as a eitizen and Christian gentleman became
idely known. Hettlemeuts were few and far between, and
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his house was a noted stand for the weary traveler or foot-sore:
hunter. His hospitable bearing and well filled board was long
remembered by the early home-seekers. He never sought wealtht
or office, but sérved many terms as justice of the peace and as
county and probate judge from 1844 to 1846; also, internal im-
provement commissioner, In all his intercourse with his fel-
lowmen, either private or official, he was truthful, punctual and
strictly honest. He was loved aund esteemed as well for the
amenity of his manners as the kindness of his heart; but above
all, and better than all, he was a true, devout Christian, proving
his faith by his daily walk and works through his long life.
He and his wife were members of the Baptist Church in Ken-
tucky, and brought their Church letters to Izard County with
them. On his arrival he found there was no Baptist Chureh
near. In their new home and sarroundings they_felt the want
of Church association and communion. In that year (1831)
Andrew Buchanan, a noted itinerant minister, had organized
Cumberland Presbyterian Church at the residence of Judg
Johoiada Jefferys, east side of White River above Mt. Oliw
The old house is yet standing where they organizad this Chur
With that Cumberland Presbyterian Church the Kent
Church members placed their letters until such time as
could form a Baptist organization.

~ After his return to Rocky Bayou and his family rega
Liealth, he felt that he was permanently settled. His first
was to gather the few scattered settlers and build a hous
the Lord. The patriarchs of old were commanded to build |
altars in the wilderness with unhewn stone. This they
with the next most durable material—unhewn cedar log
the cedar of Lebanon described minutely by the prophets
but the vedar of Rocky Bayon. While building, he was
quiring for Baptist elders to organize them into a Chureh
facilities had not reached here, and he went in person
them. After much travel, he secured four elders, widels
arated, who met at the appointed time—David Orr, Beng
Hawkins, George Gill and Elder Mercer. These four mes
the few scattered settlers in the antumn of 2854 fn the
house on the west bank of Rocky Bayou, just 1ol Lun
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“After preaching and explaining the object of the meeting, they
organized the Rocky Bayou Baptist Church with eight mem-
bers, James Wren dll(l Elizabeth W ren, his wife, bmuﬂ‘ two,
‘They dedicated this humble house, w1th0ut paint or belfry, Tn the
Lord. [ This was the first Hdptl‘-t Church ever organized in
Izard County, and 1)(’1]!3]]\ in this part of the State) From this
the grand old Roecky B ayou Association, with its many pros-
perous Churches, had its origin and name. Before this meeting
closed arrangements were made to form an Association, which
was to meet later in that year with the newly organized Rocky
Bayou  Church, and James Wren was  appointed
delegate 1o represent his mnew Church. and doubt-
less gave it the name it has so long and
prosperously held. e was strictly a Baptist and pillar of the
Church, and, unless providentially hindered, attended all his
(Church meetings, ready with his counsel to aid the cause, but
liberal on hiz religious views and faulted no man for his relig-
ious opinions, and felt that all true Christians, of whatever
denomination, were his brothers. Church houses were few, and
any minister who desired could preach in thiz new house. He
aided any and all who were laborers in the vineyard with his
presence.  While strength lasted his pleasant face was annually
‘seen at the Association. Many insincere Sunday Chris-
tians proclaim publicly and loudly righteousness, but, alas, too
few like him meekly practice it.

In 1850 he sold his farm on Rocky Bayou to the late Colonel
Jesse Hinkle and settled on one of the branches of Caney, on
the place now owned and occupied by his daughter. Mrs, Will-
iam Byler. The neighborhood was fast settling and the Church
atcommaodation 1m~ul’hc1enf and the distance too far for the
aged. A suitable sight was selected midway between Rocky
Bayon and Antiech, on the land of Andrew Walker, who do-
tated it, and a large hewed loghouse was built. On Saturday,
19th of April, 1851, Kld. Henry McMurry, - 1. Hollinsworth,
William Raney and James E. Duren met by agreement. Henry
McMurry was made Moderator and Alfred C. Billingsley Clerk,
nd organized the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church on Caney
with fourteen members (most of them aged) from Rocky Bayou
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and Antioch. Mr. Wren and wife regretted to
membership from their first love that they had
long, but age and convenience made it necessary.
bership remained with the Mount Pleasant Church u
ferred to the Church Trivmphant. At this first m
Henry MeMurry was elected preacher for the ensui
and James Wren Clerk. James Wren was appoin
committee to formulate rules of government for the €
also delegate to the next Rocky Bayou Association t
new Church admitted into the Association. .

He lived on and cultivated his farm, doing most of th
with his own hands, until the war. The disturbed cons
of this peaceful country during the unpleasauntness rende
unsafe for the old people to live alone, and from this tim
lived with their children. After guiet was restored to th
try they made their home with their widowed daughter, }
William Gray, on Rocky Bayou, near where he made
crop in 1831, Tn 1882 his wife, “Aunt Betsy,"” as she was |
iarly known, passed quietly and peacefully away at her dau
ter's, Mrs, Gray, in her 89th year. She was buried in the ¢
atery of Bethlehem M. E. Church. near the Mount Pleas
Baptist Church, where her membership had been so m
vears. * Thev had been married ower sixty-five years. She
truly a faithful belpmeet. Their young hearts were cemel
in the enchanted season of early life, and their long wedd
was one unbroken link of love. It Dblazed upon the marriag
altar and shed its radiance upon the silent tomb. Co
cynic have seen these two old 'Christians enjoying the
together up to their final parting, the delusion of failure
marriage would be dispelled. True, faithful and loving to ¢
other, it seemed one continual honeymoon to the end He
was alone, but did not grieve, knowing “we all must needs
Tottering under four score and ten, he realized the time woi
be short when he would be ealled to meet his loved one, 8
thanked heaven for the long, blissful, happy wedded
had spent with her.

He spent the remaining few years of life with his dang
Mrs. Gray, in meditation. He has seen the State of his adopti
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emerge from territovial form into one of the stars of the Federal
tnmion of States. By his efforts and example he had seen the
wilderness and waste places give way to the industey of the
hardy ploneer. and comfortable and happy home formed., Ha
hid seen the little spark he ignited in the cedar cahin in the
wilderness spread and gather strength. and. like the famous
ceainrs of Lelanon, its branches cover much territory, and many
thurches annually congregate in association to forwavd the
cuuse for which he had fought and loved so well. [Hig silent
prayers were that those coming on to control the destinies of
<ae Rocky Bayou Association, both ministers and lav members,
would grow in grace and favor, and by example and precept
so0 live that its influence wonld spread and gather strength as
time rolls on, until many unbelievers wounld flock to its falds for
safety from the wrath to come, and its saving inflnence wonld
be felt in many distant Associations and Church assemblies.
or weeks his imbecility was such that constant afrtention
was necessary. Ilis dutifuol daunghter rendered every kindness
that her age and filial affection could bestow. His ming, once
s0 active, was all gone:; his limbs refused to move, vet his spivit
still hovered in its tenement of ¢lay. On the 28th of April. 1890,
his breathing ceased, his spirit departed. The old Ship of Zion
that he had sung of to many penitents at the altar. was in
readiness to waft it o'er tha dark Jordan into a land brighter
than day, there 1o meet his loved one. where they conld kneel
and worship in a house not made with hands, eternal in heaven.
0Oh, what untold blessings would flow to the Chureh if
more men like him would manifest their faith by their works,
and keep their eyes steadily fixed upon the Cross, and live their
religion in this life and boldly proclaim by precept and example
their undying faith in the only name ever given whereby men

can be saved.

<



STATISTICAL TABLE,

MEMBERSHIP.

. FINANCIAL.

Increase. | Deer's. & £ |# .

T T . o = |z £

POSTOR 4l |8 | & E (S| glgl 48

r - e =1 z o cw Fe s N p= = =

CHURCHES. PASTORS, CLYRICS. FIOES. g lzls <9 sl | EE @ o S

S |8l2|8185 ol 28 luleal B

SatE s lEeiEl el gtk P lEE8] =

- 2 S5|5a21l9i28| £ |2 | 82 23| ¢

w @ BLE RS Bl B 1 F | 38 5|50 ¢

SRR B el o
Antioeh, . |W. M. Duren......|Green Hill . ?.mn,,..... 611 1 3|2 1) 120 %1 500,...| #4400 [..]1st.| 60
Bellevue .. ... |H, F. Vermillion.,|D. J Smith.. Melbourne , 14 | 4f..[..] 2 | B4l 1 50) g85] 500 | 18d..| 42
Big Spring. ...|G. L Foard.. .|8. E. Martin. . [Franklin..... ol T R 1] s ine | G
Concord, , . ./W.M. Duren..... lJas. H, Bone. J|Stella ....... a4, 12 4 7
BAITVIOW S (oo frere ks J. H. Soden, ......|R. P. Blevins, .| Violes Hill.. A B o 28
Jamestown ........... J. W.Goodwin....|J. M, Barnes.....,|Jamestown... Rloiles| & 60
Melhourne . .. .|H. F. Vermillion,,[W. K. Estes. . IMelbeurne ... 3 1]-<|' 8 25
Mt, Nebo Nool....... J. H. Soden.......|W. N. Haley, .| Vielet Hill.... [ 1 15
Mt. Nebo No.2....... W. M. Duren..... W, J. Blue .. . |Barren Fork,. RIS 16
M¢t. Pleasant. .|J. P. Lovelace,,..|A, T. Felts.. I B e 2
New Hope.......voeee N. N. Sattertield. [T, H. Pate.... vil i (3]
Philadelphian . ..|W. M. Duren......|B, A, Spradlin.,,, s 3 12
Pilgrims™ Rest. L {as, T‘ureelloy.n Jno. H. Sanders,, 4] 2| 2| 2 85
Pleasant Valley......|S. A. Marchant...|J. H. Whiteaker. . |Pineville .. .. 1] N0 0
Rocky Bayou....... .|H. F. Vermillion..|]. N. Haley,.....,|lL.anenburg .. o] B 16
Saints’ Rest.. 8 A, Marchant...[l. Vines.......... Jumbo.,..... ok 2] 41
Unity. . 5. A. Marchant...|W. Jusper Carder|Byler........ | e AT I8
Wise's Lhupe] 5. A. Marchant...[M, Hiveley........ Plneville ... {1t | B 11
Zion HUL...... . M. Frizzell.....'J.G. Jennings....\Zlon.......... B 2 4 59
Totals....,....|[100 39] 7| 0| 60 #3600 | 6 382

1-.1@1«'*15 min:r:

81

‘gper— wouPL0sRy sudyy nofing Ay



BOOKS FOR HOME READING.

<THE ARGUMENT
FOR CHRISTIANITY.

By GEORGE C. LORIMER, D. D
12mo, 486 pp. Price, $2.00.

“Rcholarly, but never dull; nble, buk at the
same time ensily underswood.”—Messial's Heralik

THE HISTORY OF THE

ENGLISH BIBLE.

By Prof, T. HARWOOD PATTISON, D. D,

Illustrated, 12mo, 280 pp., cloth,
gilt top. Price, §$1,25,

" A book of unususl interest mnd value'—
Public Opinion.

THE PARCHMENTS
OF THE FAITH.
By Rev. GED. E. MERRILL.
ustrated. 12mo, 288 pp. Price, $1.2f,
“ A charming book, scholarly, instructive, and

camhulmg throughout. —4ak Hovey, D, Ir
LL. D,, President Newlon Theological Inshtution.

THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT
By A. J. GORDON, I, I,
f2mo, 225 pp. Price, $1.00.
“ A thougntful, tender, and inspirin r!l«scu!-

sioo of the highest and most vital theme.—
George E. Hore, Jr., Editor of the Walchman.

HOW CHRIST
CAME TO CHURCH.

THE PASTOR'S DREAM,

A Spirltual Autoblography. By A, J. GOR-
DON, D. B, With the Life-stary and the

" Dream as Interpreting the Man, By A,
T. PIERRON, D. D,

i2mo, 147 pp. Price, 75 cents.

QUICK TRUTHS IN QUAINT TEXTS.
By BOBERT STUART MacARTHUR, D. D,
12mo, 336 pp. Price, §1.25.
Practical lessons applicable to the present

tlme ure presenred  Abounds (o t(.mnu truths
pulin aa ettructive form.

| NEW DIRECTORY

FOR BAPTIST CHURCHES.

By L. T. HISCOX, D, D,
| 12meo, 604 pp. Price, $1.50.

All sbout Baptist principles and practices ;
about church gavernmoent; rules of order fur
chiureh business meotiogs, ete.; ete.

CHRISTIAN TEACHING AND LIFE.
By ALVAH NOVEY, B. D, LL. D,
12mo, 286 pp. Price, §1.25.

| _This work contains the nFeut resulls of Dr.
Hovey's stodious sod fruitful life.

AN DUTLINE OF
SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY.

By E. i, JOUNSON, D.D.

AND OF ECCLESIOLOGY.

By HENEY G, WESTON, D. D, LL. D.
8vo0, 383 pp. Price, $2.50.

SPIRITUAL LIFE.
By GEORGE ¢, NEEDHAM.
12mo, 286 pp. Price, $1,00.

A better nnd more evangelical book It would
e uard Lo find,

Girr Books.
Iluminated Bindings. Ilustrated.
Price, 75 cents per volume.

' SPRING BLOSSOMS.

By MARY LOWE DICKINSON,

TONY: The Story of a Wait.

By LAISDELL MITCHELL,

NIRAM. A Dusky ldyl.

By the Author of Tony.

CHRISTMAS WEEK AT
BIGLER’S MILL.

By DORA E, W. SPRATT.

CORONATION OF LOVE.

An Ideal Presentation of the Thirteenth
Chapter of First Corinthians,

] By GEO. DANA BOARDMAN, . D,
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Reduction in Prlce. :
ADVANCED QUARTERLY ;

Club Price—Reduced to 2 1-4 cents per quarter; 9 cente per year. |

BIBLE LESSONS:

Club Price—Reduced to 1 cent per quarter; 4 cente Der Vear.

Two New Quarterlies.
Teacher’s Edition of Senior Inductive Studies.
Teacher’s Edition of Two Years with Jesus.

The Baptist Series of
Lesson Helps and [llustrated Papers.

PRICE LIST.

Club prices of five or more copies to Single copiea
une address. PEV YL,

BAPTIST RUPERINTENDENT ..... 8 centa per quurter 25 cents per yeay. ... 46 cent.
BAPPISTPRACHICE, 08 die ool vas s 1282 bu was GO0

INTERNATIONAL SERIES.
SENIOR QUARTERLY 5 cents per quarter; 20 cents per year ... 30 cents,
ADVANCED QUARTERLY.. Bab i LI i AGnll s
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERL 255 I DS b
PRIMARY QUARTT‘R].Y o ahae Ak % i L
PICTURE LEASONS o 3 3 i i ol -
BIBLE LESSUNS..... burieia Fai bsimnty a1 1 £ 4 g * 2

AROUT THE INDUUTIVE SERIES,

The two years' course, Senior and Jiunior, now cam;l'-]ete* has been rearranged so that
schools can hegln atany time, the lessons nel being dated. A Teacher'aBdition is now added,

which containg the suggestions furnished in The Baptist Teacher during the two yeand,
TWO YEARS WITIL JESUS,
The same course has been taken as with the Inductive seriea.
INDUCTIVE SERIES,
Clab prices of five o more copies to Single copien
one address, per yent.
SLNIDR IhDUL,'I‘IVE STUDRIES...... b cents perquarter; 20 cents per Fenr.. . 30 centa.
‘Peacher’s Rdition) B 4 g 4y At s e pg
JUNIOR ‘.l\l’U[‘C'I‘I‘-' I STUDIES..... ; t A 3 (TR b Ay
‘I‘WO YLARS WITH JESUS.. 2‘ % o L b Ry
(Teacher's Edmnn) & L 2 SHE ) R )
TLLUSTRATED PAPERS.
QUR YOUN{G PEOTLE.. ..10 . cenfs per quarter ; 40 cents [ er Fear 60 cents,
YOUNG 1 EAPER, Mo D1 o s 10 : . 3
FORPNIGHTLY ... 5 £8 1 EL >, 30 cents.
HC‘I\L]GHT MONTHLY. .. Lo T ¢ I N o i
Fo = TNIGHTLY... (i - Ty 20. Y <o 30 conts,
OUR fLIl"I‘LI: 0 e RN e i bie 13 26; o sty ORI
BIELE LESSON PICTURES...... $1.00 i $4.00 “ . §d00
PHILADELEBRIA. * BOSTON. NEW ¥ORK. CHICAGO,
. BT, LOUIS, DALLAR, ATLANTA.
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