


Emily Adams • Erfurt. MO 
Victoria Adams • Hot Spnngs 

Reid Adkins • Mountom Home 
Megan Antley • Fulton 

Alone Armstrong • Arkodelph1o 
David Armstrong • Molsburg 

Morze/1 
Felicia Arnold • Keller TX 

Alden Ashley • Boonewl!e 

Richard Atkinson • Arkodelph1o 
Heather Boker • Cleburne. TX 

Undsey Boker • Benton 
Patricio Boker • Longv1ew, TX 

William Baldwin • Forrest C1ty 
Abby Bankhead • Bo1se. ID 

Kyle Barnard • The Woodlands, TX 
Elizabeth Barnett • Stuttgart 

Holey Barron • Flower Mound, TX 
Brooke Belcher • Alma 

Sarah Berry • L1ttle Rock 
Mallory Bierig • FoyeNe 
Celeste Bird • AshdoWI'l 

Phillip Bridges • Oorksvdle 
Bethany Briscoe · Plano. TX 

Corrie Brown • Knoxvdle 

Jessica Bruchan • Lucas. TX 
Amanda Bryson • Hot Sprmgs 

Amelio Buckmaster • Ch1/l.corhe 
Jordon Burnett • McKmney, TX 

Kiley Burnett • W1ldwood. MO 
Ashley Busby • Forrest C1ty 

Mallory Bussey • Boss1er. LA 
Mark Coin • P1ne Blufl 

lindsey Campbell • Houston, TX 
Kotelyn Cash • Southlake. TX 
G rant Caskey • Houston, TX 

Jennifer Caudle • Boss1er C.ty. LA 
Hannah Chapman • Forney. TX 

Nancy Christner • Celmo. TX 
Donielle Cody • M1dloth1an, TX 

Jonathon Collier • North L1ffle Rock 
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I didn't hove a passion for the lost people and I wonted to 

renew that passion in my life. So I decide 

to go on this mission trip." 
-Emily Jackson 



by: Brittany Vick 
lmogrne a bright colorful city filled with 16 million people, where you walk down a srreer frlled Wl•h shocic.s 

next to the nicest skyscraper business buildings. A city that is Filled with extreme poverty, with homeless peep e o~o 
many ports overrun with marks of the prostitution industry There ore roxrs of every color of the rornbow, excep• for 

the normal yellow The tromc is so bod that it is dangerous to cross the street. And street vendors ine rhe s ciewo ( 
selling foods such os fried grasshoppers. squid, chocolate covered crepes end every variety of nooo es magrnob e 

This is Thorlono, a country where the people ore 95 percent Buddhist and less than 1 percent Chnstron c country 

desperately needing to step out of the darkness and into the light. Now imagine o 21-yeor-old girl wno has re..er 

crossed the Mason Dixon line, much less has left the country, who finds herself after ro~rng o h..~ge leap of forth 1n 

the busy city of Bonglr.olr., Thorlond Th,s 1s the story of Emily jackson. who felt God s col to leave everyth•ng she 

knew to go and reach out to the lost peopre of Thorlond jackson went on a two-month mrssron tnp. june 5-Aug 

l. to Bang~olr., sponsored by the lnternolionol Mission Boord (the IBM) with the BCM m n'stres from ArotOnsos 

univers Ires 

Before she wen• she fe unre~ 1n re• sp'ril 'On he oo~ 
side I was dorng many good ttl ngs. b..:: fe 1 ~Mes• ceso •e 
oil my good worl.$ because d dn • .. o,e c oo~ on for os• 

oeoc e s e sc a Reo y slle a or: • e•er ltnow now ooo her 

prober- "'as she ;,.ver.• •a 1\0 ono o.,o se-N how many 
oe::c e ·~e·e ~~;e e wno '100 re .. er e.e~ "ec·c tne rome of 

.esvs S ewe"' WI"- o •eo- of <e.c· oeco e whose our· 

oose wos •o ·each Eng sh dcsses eve'v coy c' o er· 
sity so :ho•rney cou a bu d '! ~orun :::s w.:h ·-e sruoenrs n 

hopes thor they wou o oe oo e ·a sl-o•e "'e tr(Jth a: Goc wrth 

them. jackson went because s~e .v::;s ;ee.ng o c ... roer 

didn't hove a poss1on for the os· peoo e end .vo-·eo ro 

renew thor possron rn my fe so I aec oec to go on th s m s
sron trip; said jackson 'Even though I oidn 1 now onyth r.g 

ooout Thailand I justleh like rt would oe c greor opoortun ty 

to serve God." 

Two wee~s rnto her lr•p. Jackson expef.enced c brg 

shock. Without her knowledge her two eoders hod pions 

of leovrng Thailand to go bock home and they asked jock

son to step up and lead the trip when they left "They told 

me that they hod seen the way I hod nlerocted with the Thor 

photo by Soron Henley people and my obrlity to stay well orgorized cs wei os my 

ability to communrcote to the Thor leaders." she said. This was unexpected to jackson but very rewordong I d·dn 1 

know my team members ot all before I wettt ()tl ·>.e !Tip • jackson sord So at frrst twas nt•m coring to eod people 

thor I hod known only for o few v.eerr.s en o cou~Jl'y mot c dn 1 rr.now much about B-· rt taught r.:e to depenc on 

God for the w1sdom to gurde 1he g•o(;p • c so " .. ~o eo -e n mony ways becc~;se c do 1 k.now wnot I was doing 

but God conltnued ro ~.;se rre Jock~ so•O. Cve" •• , 'ee_ngs ol appre!le"SO'I joc-.son go-reo so much from on 

experience she neve1 sow corrung 

The clrmotrc porn! d1dn 1 come unti Seo·emoe· ..... en ockson •ece:Ye::: o ohone co from o Tho• Chrrs1 on soy•ng 

that Cheeree, hod oec oec to occep· Chn~ • .....as --c-eo n e to see so:neo:-~e who come from such a oevout 

relrgion chol"ge her entore lrfe for me a~e rr~.e Goc ~ c jackSOn Th:s NOS what joc~n s rrip wcs about: bu1lo.ng 

rerotionsh1os and plonling thor seeo of on e·e·~c soi\IO"JOI'I of tt:e Lord esus Chrrst napes of ore doy seerng o 

positive response from the relohonshrps built jackson has a p1cture of (hee:een hong.ng on her wall, o retol•onshlp 

that I suspec• wrlllostfor o long lime, and now e,e .. .nto eternrty 
The way this trip affected jackson rs only by the mighty power of God She hod never been out of lhe country 

before so this trip gave her o better worldv1ew. B;J' more than thor jackson says. ·God taught me to love people 

who hod nothrng 1n common with me except for the foctthotthey were mode by the some erector. God completely 

broke my heart to see such servonr.minded people and such lovrng spirits and big smiles on people who did not 

know the first thing about the God olthe unoverse jocltson's pass on illuminoles in her ife after rerurning to the 

states Her passion ro seek and to help the lost has been renewed with 1ntensrty "I rust come bock with o greater 

unoersrondrng of what my purpose is rn life whrch echoes jesus' words 'The harvest 1s plentiful but the laborers 

ore few," Jackson said. "My heart echoes the promise rn Matthew thor says rn his nome the notrons wl puttne r 

hope." 
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'MiMoel Krikorian 
by: Jon Malcom 

Being a freelance prop artisan for the Public Theater in New York City and working for world 
renowned set designers like John Lee Beatty may seem out of reach far some, but senior musical theatre 

major Michael Krikorian spent his summer doing just that. 
"I worked on all the props for oil the shows that I was there for: Krikorian said. Krikorian worked on 

shows like "Idiot Savant" and Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night" that showed at the Shakespearean Cen

tral Pork in New York City. "The experience alone is priceless; Krikorian said, "being able to work in 

New York at o theater that hos the best of the best working there." During his three month stay in New 
York, Krikorian wos able to meet many famous actors like Anne Hathaway, and Tony award winning 

set designers and playwrights. Krikorian was able to get the job through a friend he hod worked with. 
"It was on incredible blessing," Krikorian said. 'Technically I shouldn't hove even been able to do that 
because I had no real prior experience, but somebody vouched for me so I got to do it." 

Krikorian even found a woy to 

let his love for Christ show even in 
on environment that Krikorian coils o 

"non-Christian atmosphere.· Although 

it was hard for him to directly influ
ence others, Krikorian found that he 

could "love people-be in the world 
but not of it." Krikorian soid. Being 
basically alone in a big city helped 
Krikorian learn just how much his faith 
meant to him. 

Krikorian has always tried to get 
as much knowledge about theater as 

he could. "I really broaden myself, 
I don't just pigeonhole myself to just 
acting or singing. I do o lot of electri
cian work and lighting work." Kriko
rian said. He hopes that this will help 

him get o job one doy. 
The education Krikorian hos 

received these past years he feels 

has given him an edge in the theater. 

"Our theater faculty is really good. If 
we're interested in something they'll 

help us along with that and they 
care about what they do: Krikorian 
said. This has allowed Krikorian to 
gain skills in many different areas of 
theater, not just acting. His education 
hos also helped him in the woy he photo by. Adam Wheat 

deals with people. "I think Ouachita being a liberal arts college hos really helped me [hove] a well-

rounded view of the world," Krikorian said, "and that really is a good thing, because it helps you be able 

to talk to people." This varied worldview and people skills Krikorian has attained. he believes, will help 
him greatly in the future both in the theater and elsewhere. 

Even in todoy's bod economy ond with the inherent difficulties of on acting career. Krikorian is hope
ful for the future. "It's kind of scary but I have faith that God is going to take care of me as long as I work 
hord and don't sit on my hands." 
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"I think Ouachita being a liberal arts college has rea lly 

helped me [have] a well-rounded view of the world. 
-Michael Krikorian 

Rance Collins • Htllsbora TX 
Thomas Connell • Hooe 
Breondon Conyers • Word 
Eli Cranor • Russe/Jv,l/e 
Katie Crow • Arkodeloh·a 
Tara Davidson • Mauntom Home 
Jarrell Davis • Henderson. TX 
Jennifer Dawson • Whtte Hall 

Nicholas Dawson • Colf,erwlle TN 
Emily Dennis • Lakeland, FL 
John Dicus • C!orksvtlle 
Daniel Dubach • Marvell 

Jennifer Duffel • Mont/a 
Emily Duncan • Morton 
Bethany Elliff • lv'aumelle 
Mallhew Engelking • Nacogdoches. 
TX 

Mary English • Hot Sprmgs 
o\d Mere Fa • Suva. F 
Megan F.do • Plano TX 
Mtehoe Ford • Au:odelph•o 

Ra,.,o Ford • Bedlord 
undsey Forgo • G eiiW'OOd 

Samonrha Frank • SunnylfQie TX 

Rol'la a Fron~lin • 5c•c, RoJge LA 

Megan Gentry • L•nre Roc~ 
Brandi George • N.a'vern 
Samantha George • VI h•re Hall 
laura Goode • -,,,~. .- FL 
leonard Goodnight • Whte He 

Daniel Graham • R•ct.ordson TX 
Eric Gravitt • Roland 
Kelsey Hack • Owosso TX 

Aushn Hall • Mors~o'' 
Alexander Hargis • Comder 
Jeffery Harmon • fi Dorado 
usa Harper • 'Jorth Lt~le Rock 
Audrey Horrell • Russellvtlle 
Kelly Harris • L.~le Rock 
Amy Hazelrigg • Batesvdle 
Jordon Henry • Greenbner 

Jessica Hensarling • Allen, TX 
Steven Hilburn • Hamson 
Carey Hiscocks • Plano, TX 
Allison Hodges • Garland. TX 
Lindsay Hollingsworth • Mountotn 
Home 
Hannah Holmes • Fort Smtth 
Sarah Horton • Rockwall. TX 
Joseph Howard • Nacogdoches. TX 
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Mitsuko Humble • Susana. Japan 
Charles Hunter • Arkadelph•a 
Emily Jackson • Mesqu•te, TX 

Marc Johnson • Cvnllbo. Broz•l 
Molly Johnson • G1IIM 

Camille Jones • Mansheld 
leah Jones • Burkburnett, TX 

Umid Khosanov • Tashkent 

Brady King • Dallas. TX 
laura Kirby • MesqUite. TX 

Ashley Knight • Arkodelph•o 
Kennon Knobloch • Monllcello 

Holly Kader • Garland, TX 
Krysteeno Kainer • Azle, TX 

Michael Krikorian • Rockwall. TX 
Amber Lee • H1ghlonds Ranch, KY 

Megan lindsey • Camden 
Kristi Locholo • Almoty 

Joshua lord • Rockwall, TX 
Brittany Luper • Mont•cella 

Molly Magee • Conway 
Kimberly Matthews • Un•versal 

C.ry, TX 
Barry McCaskill • Arkodelph1a 

Stanley McCoy • El Dorado 

Kathryn Merrill • Keller, TX 
Summer Morris • Flmt. TX 

Desoroe Nelson • Arkode1ph•o 
Lauren Nelson • Russellvdle 

Catherine Newman • Mant.ce. a 
Andrea Newton • Hampton 

luis Nguimbi • Angola 
Hayley Nolan • Sherwood 

Seth Northcutt • Sulphur Spnngs. 1X 
Ashley O'Sullivan • Longwew. TX 

Neal Ozmun • Arkodelph•a 
Jesse Porker • L•Nie Rock 

Samantha Parrish • Forney. TX 
Gregory Peterson • Srungorr 

Holland Powell • Nashv,:le 
Kendra Pruitt • Newport 

Emily Quick • Dolton. GA 
Kaycee Rabb • Monticello 

John Ragland • Hot Sprmgs 
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It doesn't give you a bad feeling ... it just makes you feel 

like you are a part of some crazy, detective mission 

m a real mystery novel." 
-Nancy Christner 



No~g 0/,rktner ond Katie Strit!klond 
by: Amy Wentz 

The sweet smell of rain walking horne through the fields, the occasional honk from an angry 

Irish man an his way to the local pub. These were just a couple things Nancy Christner and 
Katie Strickland experienced during their summer abroad in Ireland. 

Senior Katie Strickland, from Alma, and senior Nancy Christner, from Denton, Texas. 
decided to spend summer of 2009 traveling abroad. "Katie mentioned that she wonted to 
do something new and different and that she would love to travel abroad because she hod 
never hod the opportunity. Of course I was right on board," Christner said. Christner hod the 

opportunity to spend a semester studying abroad in Austria the previous school year. "I just fell 
in love with cultures, traveling, and experiencing people from other notions. So, I knew imme

diately after corning home that I would be mare than ecstatic to go bock to somewhere new." 

Christner said. 
Christner and Strickland hod rhe 

chance to experience many different cul
tures during their summer outside of the 
Irish culture. We vertured downtown n 
our village the first Sunday we were there 

and found Corrigoline Open Door Chris
lion Fetlowshtp Church. It changed our time 
in Ireland completely. -he first Sunday we 

real"zeo the church represented people 
from Nigeno South Africa. England. Ger

many and so many more places: Stnck
land said. They helped them throughout 
their time there with distributing "leaflets,' 
Irish word for "telegram,'' to the community 

and telling them about the good news. 

They also experienced the beauty of 
Scotland and Christner's "second home." 

Austria. as well. "Arriving in Edinburgh 
was like escaping into a Harry Potter 
book. It was so eerie and the buildings 
were ancient. What is so awesome is that 
it doesn't give you a bad feeling ... it just 

makes you feel like you are o port of some 
crazy detective mtsston in o real mystery 

navel· Chr stner said. 
·we sper• just about every moment 

with each other and hove learned a lot 
about loving each other when we ore tired, 

happy or just chill.' It was hard at times, 
photo by· Cof11e Stephens but overall the Lord has strengthened our 

relationship and we hove grown so dose as s·s•ers in Christ. These memories will always stick 
with us." both Christner and Stric.ldond ogreea 

Whether thetr experierce was educational or 'just-for-fun: to soy Christner and Strickland 

mode memories would be on unoersto•erenr. But isn t thor what college is for? 
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Rethony Rrist!oe 
by: Abbey Jamieson 

As she nervously waited and watched her pledge sister Katie Strickland, a senior business major from Alma, win 

first runner up for M1ss OBU, she stood 1n excitement for a dear friend. then soon heard her own named followed with 

the title. She could hardly beloeve this moment wos hoppenong, ·rhe f•rst thought that ron through my head wos. 'Wait 

d1d they really just soy my nome?'" said Bethany Broscoe o sen~or groph•c des•gn and moss communications mo1or 

from Plano, Texas She was l'le new reming Miss OBU. 
Not hav1ng any history on pogeonts os o sophomore, Briscoe decoded to s•gn up for her first pageant, Miss OBU. 

After that moment, she was offic•olly hooked. "Hoving the opportun•ty to sing on o stage was actually the drive 

beh1nd me even signing up for my first pageant." said Briscoe. "Alii wonted to do wos sing on o stage, but 1t wasn't 

unr after that first M'ss OBU pageant that I realized that pageants and gelling my platform on self- esteem would 

soon become one of my number one passions. • 

After her sophomore year of compet;ng in 

Miss OBU, Bnscoe signed up ogoin m 2009 ond 

won Overall Interview Aword and First Runner-Up. 

After her first bog w1n, she then went on to com

pete 1n the Miss Southwest Arkansas pageant ond 

won the talent and evening gown portions. and the 

crown os well Feeling ready to compete again, 

she went on to 2009 M•ss Arkansas pageant. But 

before sign-ups approached for M1ss O BU 2010, 

Briscoe wos not so sure of continuing in her pag

eant osp•rotions 
• After the summer I was hovmg doubts about 

even do ng another pageant, so•d Briscoe "I think 

being o senior and feeling the pressure of finding 
o ob ond mekong somf> morey hit me and I wasn I 

sure il pageants were my th•ng anymore It wasn't 

o.mtil I spent a day w1th Sarah Slocum. the current 
Miss Arkansas that I real zed that I didn't need to 

give up on domg s0'11eth,ng I loved and something 

I was passionate about." 

Briscoe s family also played o key role over 

the post years in pushing her to chose her goals in 
the pageant world • My lom•ly and friends were 

such o supporting block and foundation for me 

these post couple of years smce I got •nvolved •n 

the pageant system, said Bnscoe "My parents 

always encouraged me to stretch and push myself 

with the goals I hod in life • Although life seemed 
to be fvll of other obligations after sign ups. Briscoe phoro by Coli e Srep~en$ 

knew that Miss O BU was something she wonted to try ogoin. With her dnve for the next pogeont fr·ends also played 

the role of on encourogmg support system in the busy process 
'"The weeks leading up to the pageant were jammed pocked w1th things to do and t"ings to get done such as 

Rush Week and then follow•ng that. Pledge Week." so•d B11scoe. "I felt the pressure of not being as prepared os 

normal but with the help of people such os Moe Sisson and Tommy lyons. I kicked 1t mto fvll gear the week before 

the pageant 
Briscoe was a member of the EEE women's sacral club. served os a publicity chairman. pledge mistress intramu

ral sports, and a Tlger Tunes hostess her junior year. She wos also mvolved in Tiger Serve Day ond Student Senate. 

Aller graduation, Bnscoe pions to move bock to her home in Plano, Texas and pursue o career in graphic design and 

moss commun•coltons. After the Miss Arkansas pogeontm July she mtended to start applying for jobs and hoped to 

be settled rn at o job by August. Briscoe also can't wait to fulfill her awarded position of Miss OBU 2010. 

•I think the most exciting thing is 1ust s'mply represenhng this amazing Un•versity everywhere I go." said Briscoe. 

"I loved this school long before I was even a student here and to go to Miss Arkansas and other areas around the 

commun1ty and represent th1s school w1th everyth1ng that 11 stands lor 1s such on honor. There is somethrng spec•ol 

about represenhng not only your school. but your home as well." 
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"There is something special about representing not 

only your school, but your home as well. 
-Bethany Briscoe 

Michael Raine • l•ffle Rock 
David Reeves • Hot Spt~ngs 
William Renfro • Von Buren 
Kathleen Reynolds • A/exandf!a 
Cassandra Rice • Arl.ngran, TX 
Gabrielle Sanders • Broken Arrow. 
OK 
Heid i Sanders • Mont1cel/o 
Greg Schwartz • Texarkana. TX 

Rebecca Seago • Worlono 

Warren Seals • Ashdown 
Mary Shell • Batesville 

Stephen Shepard • B,smorck 

Lindsay Shatzman • Fort Sm1th 
Jacob Sligh • Camden 
Allison Smith • Annona. TX 
Christen Smith • LongVIew 

Emma Sm1th • Paron 

Korlee Smith • Spt~ng. TX 
Dav1d Spradlin • Cordova. TN 
Kayle Statton • Berte~ 

Amy S'eeger • Cdcrodo Spnng~ CO 
Rebecca S!one • R•so~ 

Joseph Stoot • wn.re '"'c 

Kathryn Strickland • A rrc 

Rachel Swayne • Montgomery 
Jared Tohlen • Raymore MO 
John Tohlen • Gropev ne TX 
Megan Tucker • Benton 

leah Turner • Cerro/Iron, TX 
Eric Varner • v./ama 

Brittany Vick • Conway 
Brooke Vincent • Goddard. KS 

Jillion Vire • Burleson TX 
Berman Wade • New Boston. TX 
Aushn Walker • Benton 
Devin Waters • Fr.sco. TX 
Joson Wells • Gurdon 
Amy Wentz • Wh•te Hall 
J.l West • Boi!lfor. MO 

Adem Wheat • Ruston, LA 

Groce Whitaker • V1ctono, TX 
london W hite • Benton 
Cody Willard • Col!.erv1lle. TN 
Belford W illiams • Horn Lake 
Philip Williamson • Batesville 
Kotelind Wingfield • L1Nie Rock 
Sarah Wood • Do/los. TX 
Thakozile Zulu • Great Bero 
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38 students were selected for inclusion in the 2009 edition of Who's Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges. 

The students were chosen for Who's Who by the faculty, staff and senior class based on their academic achievement, service to the 

community, leadership in extracurricular activities and potential for continued success. 

mass communications and 

political science double major 

• Student Senate • EEE Beau 

• Signal staff • member of the 

4th floor • intramural sports 

• IABC member • radio 

announcer for OBU football 

and basketball • relief trip to 

New Orleans • Tiger Serve 

Day • Community Emergency 

Response Team • member 

of First Baptist Church in 

Arkadelphia • plans to pursue 

a career in public relations 

RICHARD ATKINSON 

math and secondary education 

double major • EEE women's 

social club (spirit leader) • 

Campus Ministries • ministry 

leader of Big Sister program • 

Panhellenic Council • Judicial 

Council • K-Group at Fel

lowship Church • Dean's List 

• Math and Computer Sci

ence Award • 2nd runner-up 

Homecoming royalty 2007 • 

TranServe • Tiger Serve Day 

• intramural sports • plans 

to pursue a career as a high 

school math teacher 

BROOKE BELCHER 
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HEATHER BAKER 
musical theatre major • 

director of Rough Draft 

ministry team • Theta 

Alpha Phi (chaplain) • 

resident director and resi

dent assistant • Ouachita 

Singers • Honor's Pro

gram • Backyard Bible 

Club • Big Sister progrorr 

• Tiger Serve Day • 

plans to pursue a career 

theatre 

PHILLIP BRIDGES 
business finance and market

ing double major • Kappa 

Chi men's social club (vice 

president and Tiger Tunes 

director) • Tri Chi beau • 

Student Senate [junior and 

senior class vice president) • 

OSF Student Ambassador • 

CAB • IABC • Beach Reach 

Spring Break missions • 

Dean's List • Tiger Serve Day 

• plans to pursue a career in 

real estate 



KATELYN CASH 

kinesiology and 

secondary education 

double major • Rho 

Sigma men's social 

club (vtce president 

ond treasurer) • EEE 

beau • SMC • IFC 

• OBU baseball • 

OBU football • voted 

Crowd Favorite in 

r. Tiger • YMCA 

selor • Tiger 

Serve Day • plans to 

pursue a career as a 

Chnsiton studies and speech com· 

mun,cotions double major • Campus 

M·n,stries chaplain • Refuge speaker 

• Campus M inistries Ttger Tunes 

director 2008 • Theta Alpha Kappa 

• tntromurol sports • O.C. Bailey 

res dent director • Eta Alpha Omega 

.swee•heort • Tiger Treks • K-Group 

ARK C 
high school coach and 

A I N teacher 

dietetics and nutirion major • 

EEE women's social club (chop

loin) • co-president of Dietetics 

Club • Tiger Serve Doy Leader

ship T eom • K-G roup a t Fellow-

ship Church • OSF • Dean's 

List • over 160 TronServe hours 

• Btg Sister program • plans to 

pursue a career in 

misstons and nutrition education 

at Fe towship 

• Homecoming Gueen 

2009 • TA<: • resident osstS· 

to'"l •·- ·:;· • Tger Serve Day • 

E de'Se· ... e • Ma~no MiSJI:Y • 
8 g S s ef o•ogrom • 

RANCE 
COLLINS 

NANCY CHRISTNER 

English and political science 

double major • judicial 

Council member • OBU 

football Team (quarterback 

and three year letterman) • 

creator of OBU Disc Golf 

Course • Tiger Serve Doy 

• relief trip to New Orleans 

• plans to pursue a career 

as a lawyer and English 

teacher 

Eu CRANOR 

moss communicottons mo1or • student editor of 

the V1deo dept. • E~E Beau • columnist for the 

Signa • OSF (history and traditions co-chotrl 

• student dtrector of Motion Picture Production 

class • Young Democrats • Sigma Tau Delta • 

WOW leader • intramural basketball • The Film 

Society • Carl Goodson's Honors Program • 

co-executive producer of student internet program 

"Live @ 9" • yearbook contributor • 1 0-minute 

and One Act ploys • IABC • Outstanding Moss 

Comm Sophomore and Senior • Dean's Ltst • 

President's List • plans to pursue o coreer in film 
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speech pathology major • 

EEE women's social club • 

Notional Student Speech 

Language Hearing Assoc. 

(social choir) • New 

Student Retreat leader • 

European Study Tour 2009 

• Dietetics Club • member 

of Second Baptist Church 

• Dean's list • Tiger Serve 

Day • TronServe • plans to 

start a speech clinic 

KATIE CROW 

business administration major 

• Campus Ministries leader 

for three years • International 

Club (historian and secretory) 

• Big Sister program • Interna

tional Food Festival co-director 

• intramural sports • K-Group 

at Fellowship Church • KSEG 

recipient • ESL certification 

• Tiger Serve Day • plans 

to pursue a career in human 

resources and 

international business 

LAuREN ENGLISH 
moss communications major • 

EEE women's social club (presi-

dent and social choir) • IABC • 

Ouachita Sounds • OSF • Big 

Sister program • news reporter 

for "This Week at Ouachita • • 

intramural sports • Miss OBU 

2008 • 1st runner-up to M iss 

Arkansas 2008 • Alpha Chi • 

OBU Homecoming Court 2009 

• 2nd runner-up to Ouochitonion 

Beauty 2007 • President's List 

• Dean's List • founder a 

creator of "Matters of the Heart 

• plans to pursue a career in 

broadcast journalism 

SAMANTHA 

GEORGE 

SAMANTHA FRANK 

biblical studies and moss 

communications double 

major • co-editor of the 

Signal On-line • IABC • 

youth intern at First Baptist 

Church in Arkadelphia • 

intern youth pastor at FBCA 

• Dean's List • President's 

List • Theta Alpha Kappa • 

plans to pursue o career in 

ministry 

JEFFERY HARMON 
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speech pathology major • EEE 

women's social club (spirit leader 

and intramural director) • Ouachita 

Singers • Concert Choir • Notional 

Student Speech Language Hearing 

Assoc. (secretory) • youth leader and 

praise bond singer for The Church at 

Rock Creek • Dean's List • Edna Linn 

scholar • resident assistant in Frances 

Crawford and O.C. Bailey • mentor 

for TRIO'S Upward Bound program • 

apartment manager for Pine Square 

apartments • Tiger Serve Day • D

Now group leader • Relay for Life • 

plans to pursue a master's degree in 

speech-language pathology 



AuoREYANNA 
HARRELL 

:::ommunicotion sciences and disorders major • Tri 

Chi women's social club (pledge class secretory) 

• WOW Steering Committee • Campus Minis

f'ies • Christian Focus Week leader • Notional 

Student Speech Language Hearing Assoc. (trea

surer) • President Horne's Student Planning team 

SKY HowARD 
church music major • men's 

dicsipleship leader • CAB 

• Refuge Bond • EEE 

Beau • 2008 Tiger Tunes 

host • Miss OBU Court 

of Honor • New Student 

Retreat leader • youth/ col

lege intern for First Baptist 

Church in Hot Sprngs and 

First Southern Baptist Church 

in Bryant • Dean's List • 

guitar instructor • plans to 

pursue a career as a musi

cian/ singer-songwriter 

• Alpha Chi • Crossroads • Kenya missions 

• mission trip to New Mexico • Dean's List • 

President's List • runner-up to Miss OBU • two

time intramural champion • Tiger Serve Day • 
SrEPH EN JoHNsoN 

at to attend grad school to become a speech 

therapist 

ILY JACKSON 
English major • Sigma Tau Delta • women's soccer team 

• International Club member • intramural sports • FBC 

Arkadelphia co-intern youth director • college interna

tional Sunday School teacher • Dean's List • President's 

List • Tiger Serve Day • Arms Around Arkadelphia • 

plans to teach English for international students 

accounting and business administration double major 

• Kappa Chi mens social club (treasurer, historian 

and chaplain) • EEE Beau • Student Senate (pres

dent, internal vice president, and sophomore class 

president) • OSF • Freshman Family Group director 

• Dean's list • Tiger Serve Day • Beach Reach • 

Big Brother program • Compassion Center of Little 

Rock • plans to puruse a career in business 
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CAM I JoNES 
early childhood education and 

Spanish double major • Tiger 

Serve Day leoaership T eom 

• Kappa Delta Pr • CM Tiger 

Tunes • Marching Bond and 

Concert Band • Tiger Jam • 

WOW leader • NSR leader • 

Tiger Troks • intramural softball 

• International Food Festival • 

TronServe • D-Now leader • 

Dean's list • Habitat for Human

ity • Misson Waco • plans to 

pursue a master's of arts in global 

leadership from Dallas Baptist 

University 
~ . 

-
MEGAN LiNDSEY 

physrcs major • men's soccer 

team • Tiger Serve Day leoder

sh'p team • Beta Beta men's 

sacral club !chaplain) • New 

Orleans mrssion trips • D-Now 

leader • Presiden Is lrst • 

Alpha Chi • Srdney Rowland 

scholorshrp for physics • GSC 

All-American team • plans to 

pursue a career in geotechnical 

moss communications major • EEE 

women 's social club (social choir 

and keeper of the beaus) • Kappa 

Chi little sis • Ouochitonion Beauty 

2009 • Editor of the Ouochilonion 

• Assitont Editor of the Ouochitonron 

for two years • • 3rd runner-up to 

Homcommg Queen 2009 • Euro

pean Study Tour 2009 • Dean's L:st 

• IABC • writer for OBU News 

Bureau • Tiger Serve Day • Relay 

for Ufe • WOW leader • New 

Student Retreat leader • plans to get 

o master's degree in journalism and 

pursue a career in print and editorial 

work 

LAURA KIRBY 

speech communications major • OSF (co-pres.

dent) • WOW Student Planning Team • Ho~ 

coming Committee • rntromural sports (Freshm 

15) • Crossroads at Second Baptist Church • 

Tiger Serve Day • plans to pursue a career as 

professional speaker 

MoLLY MAGEE 

moss communications and Spanish double mo r::t' • 

Chi women's social club • Alpha Chi • Theta 

Kappa • IABC • Student Senate (sophomore 

and senior class secretory) • OSF • CAB • -

women's sacral club (spirit officer, historian one c 

class secretory) • Pan hellenic Council (pres cerr 

secretory) • Freshman Fomrly Group leader • 

rol sports (Freshman 15) • President's list • Ho ..... -.x 
Queen 2007 • plans to attend low schoo 



o1ology major • Tri Chi 

ornen' s social club (pledge 

_css pres., ossl pledge mis

.. ess. sociOI cho1r and head 

~ e:lge mistress! • CAB (vice 

~ ·es of public relations! • 

_.,omurol sports (Freshman 

151 • WOW Ieeder • 

C·ossroods • Dean's list • 
0 esiden'ts List • Tiger Serve 

Day • plans to pursue a 

career in optometry 

AUREN 

HAYlEY 

NoLAN 
:• commumcotions major 

• OBU soccer coptom • 

-~on' s List • OBU Defen

s ve Player of the Year 

::08 • GSC Player of 

·~ Week 2009 • Camp 

vor Eagle • referee for 

., school soccer matches 

• ~ ger Serve Day • Arms 

Around Arkadelphia 

·F ·· TRINKA NEWMAN 
15 .:; 
T~o 

~~~~ 
H l\tl p t 

ELSON 

b iblica l studies and groph1c 

design double major • Intra

mural sports • CFW ministry 

leader • special events 

coordinator for campus min

istries • Pruet Sisterhood • 

D-Now leader • President's 

List • Zimbabwe, Africa mis

sion trip • plans to pursue a 

career in graphic design 

Spanish and psychology 

double major • Homecoming 

Queen 2009 • OSF (choir of 
student recruitment! • Campus 

AsHLEY 

O'SuLliVAN 

Ministnes • Student Senate 

• Pruet S1sterhood • Psi Chi 

• intramura l sports (Freshman 

151 • Dean's list • Camp 

War Eagle • Tiger Serve Day 

• plans to pursue a career in 

translating or teaching Spanish 

Christian studies and socio~ 

ogy double major • RAin 

Frances C rawford Hal • 

cheerleader • Tri Chi wom-

en's social club (pledge 

class and club cnoploinl • 

Campus M imstr es (missions 

leader) • D-Now leader • 

1st runner-up for Homecom

ing Queen • Beach Reach 

• Race for the Cure • plans 

to get a master's degree in 

social work, then pursue a 

EAL OzMuN 
career in social justice 
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athletic training and biology 

double major • EEE women's 

social club (secretory) • Iota 

Tau Alpha (secretory) • OBU 

competitive cheerleoding 

squad • Crossroads • 

Second Baptist Church col

lege ministry programs • 

President's List • Dean's List • 

cheer and gymnastics coach 

• Race for the Cure • Tiger 

Serve Day • pions to attend 

nursing school 

BLAIR PHELPS 

psychology major • Tri 

Chi women's social club 

• Campus Ministries 

prison ministry • Eta Alpha 

Omega little sis • Tiger 

Serve Day leadership 

team • intramural sports 

• President's List • Dean's 

List • Elder Serve • plans 

to get o master's degree in 

counseling 

GABRI SANDERS 
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business/marketing major 

• WOW steering commit

tee member • Tiger Tunes 

director for the Men of Fourth 

Floor • EEE Beau • advertis

ing manager for the Signal • 

intramural sports • IABC • 

Refuge Bond • Tiger Serve 

Day • Freshman Family Group 

leader • plans to pursue o 

career in public relations and 

advertising 

JAKE SLIGH 

AusTIN 

PHILLIPS 
mathematics major • membe· 

of First Baptist Church in 

Arkadelphia and substitute pip 

organist • Boord of Trustees 

scholarship recipient • Honor 

Program • private tutor in 

college algebra, trigonometr~ 

and calculus • Arms Around 

Arkadelphia • Habitat for 

Humanity • plans to become 

professor of mathematics 

GREG 

ScHWARTZ 
theatre arts and moss communicotio ... ~ 

double major • Kappa Chi men's soc 

dub (president, pledge master and sc

leader) • EEE Beau • Theta Alpha Ps 

Student Senate • OSF • IABC • two it!!~ 

Ryan nominations for Theatre Regiono ,.. 

tivol • studio/film production • Tiger Se1 
Day • plans to pursue a career in cc 



AusTIN 
PHilliPS 

mathematics major • me ..... ::~ 

of f irst Baptist Church -

Arkadelphia and substitute :: -

organist • Boord of Trus•ees 

scholarship recipient • he-::: 
Program • private tutor -

college algebra, trigonof""e 

and calculus • Arms Aro ... -: 

Arkadelphia • Hobito· ·:: 

Humanity • plans to becc-~ 

professor of mothemot <:5 

GREG 
ScHWARTZ 
theatre arts and moss communicotio .. ~ 

double major • Kappa Chi men's soc~ 
club (president, pledge master and sc- ~ 
eoder) • EEE Beau • Theta Alpha Ps • 

Student Senate • OSF • !ABC • two ·:: 

Ryan nominations for Theatre Regiono =:::
tivol • studio/film production • Tiger Se

Doy • plans to pursue a career in oc -~ 

.::en commun1collons 

-· • OBU soccer (cop

• Eta Alpha Omega 

s social club (pres1dent, 

president, social director, 

o·ory and treasurer) • 

: Beau • Outstanding 

ve Player for soccer • 

•ending Men's Soccer 

e·e of the Year 2007-

=-.:s to pursue a career in 

m1ssion ministry 

MEGAN 
TucKER 

JAROD 
TowNsEND accounting major • EEE women s social 

dub • Hickingbothom School of Bus1ness 

Advisory Boord • Crossroads • Dean' s 

list • Tiger Serve Day • Relay for Life • 

Race for the Cure • pions to puruse a 

co•ee· in accounting 

moss communications major 

• intramural sports • Big 

Brother program • Freshman 

Family Group leader • Tiger 

Serve Day • Amenco Reads 

• Tiger Treks • Dean's List • 

Honors Program • OBU video 

deportment • New Orleans 

rebuildn1g trip • plans to attend 

medical school and become o 

physician 

.L. WEST 
pn1losophy and political science 

ole major • Chi Iota Sigma men s 

iol club (president) • Alpha Chi 

pres1dent) • chairman of College 

epublicons • OSF • Theta A.pho 

~opo • Campus M inistries leader 

• -iger Serve Day leadership team • 

- 3J Debate Team • Student Senate 

ohomore class vice pres. and senior 

• oss pres.) • President's List • Carl 

Goodson Honors Program • Ben 

= ·od Scholar • TronServe • plans to 

·sue a career in public service and 

ecome Pres1dent of the United Stoles 

in 2036 

H llll p WilliAMSON 

ADAM 
WHEAT 

moss communications major • CAB (vice pres. for 

membership) • OSF {graphic design and PR spe

cialist) • Theta Alpha Ch1 • Ouachita Art Society 

• Student Planning T earn • opera theatre produc

tions • One Act Ploys • 10 Minute Ploys (writer) 

• student representative for the School of Fme 

Arts Student/Faculty Counc1l • Carl Goodson 

Scholar • sports editor for Ouochitonion 2007 • 

Clark County Humane Society • plans to pursue 

a career m ministry Whos Who 189 



Alana Adams • MontJcello 
Christina Albee • Hanmbal, MO 

Claire Anderson • Shreveport, LA 
Daniel Anderson • Spnng, TX 

Joseph Anderson • Hot Spnng 
Mark Bartels • Henderson. TX 

Anondo Boardman • GeronJmo, TX 
Anne Bradford • Edmond, OK 

Koren Brown • Greenv1lle. TX 
Molly Brown • Rowleff. TX 

Korrie Browning • Cypress, TX 
Ruth Bryon • Wimberley. TX 

Natalie Carroll • Harare, 
Z1mbabwe 

Reuben Cosh • Springfield 
Sarah Cearley • Gaborone, AL 

Caitl in Chapman • Von Buren 

Stephen Chapman • Von Buren 
Bryan Church • Warren 

Katelyn Cresswell • Shreveport. LA 
Whitney Crew s • Jonesboro 
Sherri Cushman • Von Buren 

Elizabeth Davis • Ashdown 
Sean Dickard • K1;abe 

Hannah Dreyer • SJ/oom Spr,ngs 

Katherine Edenfield • Cypress, TX 
Sharon Emerson • Pme Bluff 

Tody Engulu • Fort Worth, TX 
Morgan Fitzgerald • Coppell. TX 

Clayton Fitzhugh • Stomps 
Anno Fruchey • Lmle Rock 
Emilie Gill • DeR:dder, LA 
Angelo Gillis • Keller, TX 

Kristen Glover • StuNgort 
Ryan Gorman • Plano, TX 
Christo Garz • EL Dorado 

Megan Gosser • Coppell. TX 
Aspen Grams • Elkins 

Sarah Greeson • Hot Springs 
Natalie Gregory • Jonesboro 

Rachel Griffith • Greenwood 

Joshua Groves • Bryant 
Julio Hagar • Mon sf1eld, TX 

Sora Hanson • Tyler, TX 
Jessica Hardy • Ozark 

Drew Harper • Wh!le Hall 

Keaton Harper • Hope 
Catherine Horrell • Sprmgh.JI 

Amy Harrington • Benton 
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I om comfortable enough with myself to know that I 
don 't know everything. Being patient enough wi th 

myself to seek the right sources, I will learn." 
-Be/Ford Wiliams, Jr. 
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Be/lOrd ll/il/iowg Jr. 
by: Tanner Huffman 

What makes a great athlete? Some would soy skill, others determination. Yet still some believe on athletes suc

cess in any sport is mental. But con o person's greatness in o sport be measured simply by how high they con jump, 

how well they shoot, and how many games they win? Perhaps statistically the answer is yes. However, greatness 

goes for deeper than just numbers. Greatness gets down deep to what could be cal led "the heart of the issue" or in 

this case, "the heart of the player", and reveals that thing about athletes that truly matters mast: character. This char

acter is the very thing that is most admirable about Ouachita's own Belford Williams, Jr. 

Being a port of o military family, W il liams was well-accustomed to moving long distances and moving frequently. 

Due to this military background, he has lived in Mississippi, Texas, Kentucky, Virginia, Georgia. Utah, and even 

Germany. "I remember at o very young age watching basketball games on television with my father,· W illiams 

recoiled. Those memories of his father is what Williams now clings to. 

Belford Williams Sr. passed owoy the foil of his son's freshman year 

ot the College of Eastern Utah. (Williams was red-shirted his fresh

man year, 03-04, and played his sophomore year 04-05). just the 

previous year, while Belford Jr. was beginning his senior year of high 

school bosketbo at layton Christian Academy in Layton, Utah, Bel

fo•d Sen1or was diagnosed with lung career Little did anyone know, 

except for Be ford Sr. jennifer L.is wife, would soon follow him. 

jennifer a·e::i of breast cancer the spring semester of Belford's 

sophomore semes•er a• Eastern Utah, ess than two years after her 

belated husband s death Because the only remaining family member 

to ca·e for his s1ster Mon1co was a d1stont aunt, Belford assumed 

full custody of her so she could stay in Horn LaKe. Belford wonted 

his sister to hove as normal of o life as possible. In order to do so, 

Belford gave up his to allow Monica to live hers. 

Due to his diligence and hard work, Belford was able to provide 

Monico the type of high school experience he wonted her to hove. 

Though Belford had put basketball on the bockburner for the time 

being, he hod kept oil his recruitment letters from various colleges 

and universities he received while in high school and junior college. 

Amongst these were those he received from Ouachita Baptist's head 

coach of the time, Charlie Schoef. Belford said, "My sister does not 

phoro by: Coll•e Srephens watch basketball. She is the only human being I know who plays 

the game but does not watch it." Belford recalls teaching Monico o lot of what she knows about basketball. "Any 

of the moves she knows she learned either from her coaches or from me, so yes, I'll toke credit for that,' Belford said 

jokingly. Watching Monico's success in basketball gave Belford the desire to begin playing again. After Monico 

signed o basketball scholarship with the University of Arkansas-Fort Smith Belford was now able to focus on his own 

life. Because he hod no reason to keep working in Horn lake, he re-opef'!ed those old recruitment letters. After o few 

phone coils. meetings. and revisiting his God-given to1ent Belford eodea up ot Ouoch1to Baptist in Arkadelphia. 
But what got Belford Will1oms through t11ose f-ord years fol owmg both oorer.t s deaths? Williams said, "Being 

able to learn from my mistakes and the ability •c oe qt.ief ord just s•e~ hoc c or to do with it. He went on to say. "I 

om comfortable enough with myself to know tho• I dor t know everything. Betr.g patient enough with myself to seek 

the right sources, I will learn • 

As o forward, Williams played n 26 out of the 27 Ouoch·•a Tgers games tne 08-09 season. During that season, 

he averaged four points and three rebounds per gaMe. This seosor. he played every game, averaging 9.4 points 

ond 6.4 rebounds per game. Williams also shot wtt~ on overage of 60.7 percent this season. Williams recalled 

that his greatest memory of his basketball ca•eer was ser1or night. He said, "My sister [Mof'!ico] come down. That's 

what I love about sports. I love, love, love family coming to support one another." Williams continued by pointing 

out, "That [the family aspect) hod a lot to do with IT'e actually picking up a boll for the first time." His faith is evident in 

all aspects of his life. He recalled something his mother used to tell Monico and him every morning, "Rise and shine. 

Give God the glory." 

There is something that sets Williams aport above oil others. This thing is not his skill. This thing is not even (no 

motler how great it may be) his love for basketball. This thing is his character. His character is what nos gotten him to 

where he is today, and is what will corry him to where he wishes to travel tomorrow. 

William's favorite quote states. "The difference between a successful person and others is not a lock of strength, 

nor a lock of knowledge, but rather the lock of will." Belford Williams is not locking this wilL He has it... every single 

bit of it. 
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by: Allison Cornell 
Kotelyn Cosh was no ordinary girl. Beautiful, yes. Talented. yes. But her involvement during school 

went for beyond mere extracurricular activities- it reached outside of herself and into the community. 

Since her freshman year. Kotelyn has been involved In numerous ministries and services that benefit 

and serve the community. Elder Serve was one of the first ministries in which she was involved. According 

to judy Duvall. Elder Serve director. she was enthusiastic about making the lives of senior adults better. 

"At one nursing home visit, Kotelyn dressed up in o clown suit and pointed her face." Duvall said. "She 

rehearsed some jokes and that night she went room to room entertaining people and making them 

Iough." 

Her love for the elderly transpired to the stage when Kotelyn directed the Campus Ministries Tiger 

Tunes show during her junior year, using the theme of Ouachita Alumni coming bock for their 50-year 

reunion. Cosh also spent significant time ministering to and serving on Arkadelphia family who was in need. 

"The family consisted 

of o single dod who is 

disabled, his mom who 

has Alzheimer's and his 

elementary-aged daugh

ter," Duvall said. "Kote

lyn brings this little girl to 

church and spends time 

with her during the week. 

She has prepared many 
meals for this family and 

has showed them God's 

love in tangible ways: 

Kotelyn was passion

ate about furthering the 

kingdom of God at home 

and abroad. Kote lyn 

served as o speaker for 

Refuge during her senior 

year and she spent the 
summer before her senior photo by. Sarah Henley 

year in France doing mission work for the International Mission Boord (1MB). "I volunteered with the 1MB 

to research and help plano new outreach ministry to prostitutes," Cosh said. "Eventually I wont to go into 

international church planting and church mediation." 

While serving the local community and the world abroad, Kotelyn was also able to form her own 

community with her close friends. "She rrokes everyone Iough," said roommate and friend, Gabrielle 

Sanders, a senior psychology major. "I love Ouachita and I would never trade what I've lea rned about 

community here." Cosh said. "I would never trade having professors that core about me and my life. 

When I look bock on my years here I feel really blessed and proud of my friends and where we've come 

in the last three years. I feel blessed to see how much we've all grown." 

Katelyn's life during college echoed with a theme of love and service to the people around her. 

"People ore naturally drown to her because she is so much fun and full of life." Duvall said. "I feel confi

dent that whatever Kotelyn does in life if will involve serving and making the lives of others better." 
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"I love Ouachita and I would never trade what I've 

learned about community here. 
·Kotelyn Cosh 

Roche. Horns • S;:y ~gdo'e 
Sarah Henley • E Dorado 
Anno leogh Hernn • BonWoer TX 
lon Hilburn • Montrtel o 
Alissa Hill • Be.la v.sro 
laura Hogue • Arl•ngron. TX 
Theodore Hone • Harare 
Zrmbobwe 
Whitley Hoppe • Montgomery TX 

Paul Huenefeld • Heber Spt~ngs 
Hannah Hurn • Hensley 
Wesley Hymer • El Dotodo 
leslyn lchter • Cai'IWOy 
Bethany lvie • Red Ook TX 
David Jocks • Fountaon H.n 
Groce Johnson • Tyoe TX 
Donoel Kor\osko • Bryon TX 

Jeffrey King • Judson•o 
Jo'Ann King • Del C•ry OK 
Joson Kirk • Horore. z,mbobwe 
Brandon Knight • Searcy 
lleou landers • A .'en TX 
lauren leAer • Can'Mly 
Jordon Lentz • Waterproof LA 
Kathleen luff • Colorooo Spnngs 
co 

Kelly Magee • COt'VVOt 
JusHn Magness • Terorl:of'O 
Monhew Marsh • Benron 
James Mamn • Plano. TX 
Colman Mossey • McGehee 
Wade Matheny • Denton. TX 
leosho Moy • Spt~ng TX 
Cossondro McKinley • M•ssoun 

C•ty. TX 

Sarah Meyerdirk • Dl'nton. TX 
Call•e MJier • :e Oueen 
Honnoh Moon • Heoth TX 
Whotney Moore • S~er•don 
Bethany Moss • Mesq~ TX 
Cos•e Neo • G be"' TX 
Scott Nelson • Do lOs. TX 
Chnstopher Nissen • Fr•lCO. TX 
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Madison O'Connor • LousVIIe. CO 
Katherine Osment • Jonesboro 
Sarah Parhda • Wh,tehouse TX 

Nathan Peace • &odlard TX 
Robyn Pearson • Conway 

Knslln Penn • Hens'ey 
Collie Phelps • Conway 

Juliano Ragsdale • Cobol 

Alexander Roy • 1\Jr- ·t. lome l!ock 
Elizabeth Richardson • Sherrdon 

Romsi Richey • Benton 
Kristen Rigsba • Frosco, TX 

Caitlin Room • P1Nsburg. MO 
William Roberson • Conway 

Jessica Schle1ff • Benton 
Haley Scan • Hat Sprmgs 

Elizabeth Shrader • L0.:nl•e a. ll 
He1di Smer • uror dv• e Ml 
lauren $moth • Ken~eM, MO 

Mochael South • 1 .e !lock 
Sarah Sporlu • Texor~ono TX 

T1mothy Sto"on • Bryant 
Robert Steed • O.•~lr.es. VA 
Hillary St•llwell • DeSoto TX 

Randall Stillwell • DeSoto, TX 
Mark Sumrall • Tomball. TX 

Margaret Taylor • Runl'llvolle 
Josmme Thomas • lo~le Rock 

Ol1ver Thomas • Searcy 
N icholas Tinnesz • Meno 
Collie Travis • ElDorado 

Tonner Treodwoy • N!!W Bostot\ TX 

Julie Tucker • Hor Spnngs 
Ashley Turner • Wh·•e Holt 

Mary Turner • Sherwood 
Auran Uhrich • Cobor 

Coitlyn Womble • P1ne Blul/ 
Stephanie Warren • Spr~ng. TX 

Rebecca Wans • Smackover 
Nolan West • Bol,vor, MO 

Jos1oh Wheeler • oc<sonvolle 
Jennifer Wh1te • S • '9orr 

Bethany Wh lf1eld • 'l yon• 
Kathryn Willhore • •cwfe11, TX 

Rachel w ,llno•te • CarmeL IN 
Amy Wood • o 10n T)( 

Andr- Yates • M a TX 
Ouincee York • ace 
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I'm not the most prepared, but I like the adaptability and 

surprise that brings." 
-Jesse Pru1tt 



Jette Pruitt 
by: Whitney Crews 

"Ehl Eh! Eh! Eh!" Any situation con suddenly cause deja vu or bring o certain memory to recol
lection. For jesse Pruitl, a simple song among friends one foil night brought back memories of his 
tenth visit to Mexico. 

Since seventh grade, Pruilf, o sophomore Christian Studies major from Harrison, has been 
making trips across our country's southern border to shore the gospel ond try to understand o illle 

of how missionaries live from day to day. During most of july and August, Pruitt distributed Bib;es 

within some 16 major boroughs of Mexico City, Mexico. and worked os o counselor at o youth 
camp on the outskirts of the city. "I knew I wonted to do missions foro summer while at Ouochtto." 
Pruitt said. "I hod gone with my dod ond my pastor just to gather information and my poster 
encouraged me to go. Then everything fell together really quickly. It was literally three months of 

planning for o two month trip." 

Even though Pruitt might seem like the sea
soned traveler to Mex:co. this was his first fme to 

visit Mex.co City and he reveo ed that he is no 

p·eporo• on ex per I m no' the fT'OS' prepared, 
but like •ne odoptob •ity and surprise that brings." 

Pruill so d And his trip oroved eventful. 

Even though '"e \eo w th o missionary family 
c~'>Oe ·"e ciry. Pru•lt ana orner vo unteers won~ed 
wi•h ~~e- Ctty c! str·b..~t.o., for •r•ee weeks. Some

thing that rnpocted ~e was our survival in the 
ghetTo," Pruirr said. "There's o lot of crime and a 
cult that warships death there. We we•e passing 

out gospels walking down me street when o guy 
pulled out o knife and took o banpock and phone 
to score us off [from witnessing]. But, of course, we 
came bock." 

After three weeks of working inside the city, 
Pruitt, with his group, traveled to a nearby como 
where, for $4, children could stay for three days 

and two nights learning about the gospel and 
having fun. While working with children and youth 
at the camp facilities outside the city, Pruitt con
tracted o bacterial throat infecfon that kept h·rn 

constantly at a loss for strength. Hot dehydrated 
and tired he continued to work with over 800 chil

dren; sharing the gospel and g ving the kids o safe 
pho1o by: loch l(,(f,on place to enjoy being kids. Besides the physical 

challenges presented during his trip, Pruett also faced spiritual and cultural hordsnips as well. Dif

ferences such os language, culturoltoboas, public transit and religtor .ve·e not completely new, 
but still posed o challenge for a two-month stay in a foreign country 

The metropolitan area of M exico City has o population of More than 19 million people and 

even though most people would consider themselves very religious Christian conversion con be 

misleading between cultures. "The city is so massive you con 't see the other side from the highest 
point: Pruitt said. "There is so much need This was dehnitely not o wasted trip." 

"I was put in a lot of difficuh situo1io,..s and was definitely stretched. Going into a culture not 
your own definitely makes you rely an God - relying on God to provide strength and time for 
commitments," he slated. ·uves we·e changed and we were meeting o neec and getting the 
gospel out there." 
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Sarah Anderson • Denton. TX 
Rod Arnold • Woke Vdloge. TX 

Taylor Austin • Conlon, TX 

Nicole Soin • Texorkono. TX 
Dustyn Barnette • Dermott 

Sarah Barteaux • Jones. OK 
Toy lor Bartel • lucas. TX 

Brooke Basinger • Carrollton. TX 

Kelsey Bates • Monon 
Stephanie Batsel • Monsl•eld. TX 

Vikki Bennett • Jonesboro 
Jessica Bawling • Chde 

Elizabeth Burke • Hot Spnngs 

Melissa Butlers • Den•son. TX 
Jennifer Calloway • Conway 

Kendall Calvert • Monsl,eld TX 

Kimberly Carlton • Lolloyeffe, MO 
Jennifer Carney • Von Buren 

Kinsey Carpenter • Memph•s. TN 
William Caudle • Porker, TX 

Rachel Chapman • Rowlett, TX 
Julia Conrad • Royse City. TX 

Audrey Craven • Rockwall, TX 

Jenne Cummings • Jacksonville 

Brittany Dearing • Maypearl. TX 

Jane Deen • W.tls Pomt. TX 
Hoyt Denton • North L•Hie Rock 

Brittney Dickerson • Arkodelph•o 
Heather Ederington • El Dorado 

Aubrey Elliott • Bentonv•lfe 
Candace Eudy • Sherwood 

Kelsi Ferguson • Lowsvdle, KY 

Nicole Fillinger • Mom/ton 
Lydia Fincher • Hot Springs 

Cheyenne Flemister • Monticello 

Erin Flippin • Dentson, TX 
Charissa Fortenberry • Clmton 

Terah Freel • Noshv,/le 
Leah Goravelli • Olive Branch. TN 

Stephen Geurin • L•ttle Rock 

Rachel Glover • Cabot 

Brittany Green • Fnsco. TX 
Allison Grigsby • Cabot 

Elisee Hobimano • Rworda 
Lindsey Hockett • Texarkana. TX 

Jus~n Hall • W"/s Poonr TX 
Andrea Hare • Hooe 

Amy Harrington • Prottsvolle 
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... we are free in Christ in a free country-start 

exemplifying Christ and make an impact." 
-Mark Sumrall 



Mark Swnro/1 
by: Bethany Moss 

Imagine walking down a crowded street in 115 degree weather, car horns blasting, children from the slums run

ning by and women with newborn babies in their arms sitting on the other side of the rood. This is what Mark Sumrall 

sow nearly every day for most of his summer. 

Sumrall, a junior Christian Studies major from Houston, Texas. spent 50 days in Ahmedabad. India. o city rav

aged with religious and economic strife. "I wonted to go somewhere that would challenge me." Sumrall said on why 

he chose to go to Indio. This was Sumrall's first mission trip, let alone his first trip out of the country, and he decided to 

go big. He found out about the opportun:ty through The Tosk. and hod help from the International Mission Boord. 

Sumrall saw a variety of sights. from poverty to wildlife. In the some day he would see children from the slums 

scraping for food, devout Muslims going to the mosques to pray or camels and donkeys trotting down the dirt rood. 
"We would see monkeys out our room window," Sumrall said of the day-to-day wildlife. Out of the different things he 

saw. what stuck out most was the poverty. "You'll wont to look over them; Sumrall said of the beggars on the streets. 

"But then you remember that truly is o person." 

Although the atmosphere was nothing less than 

chaotic Sumrotl was ao1e to stay at a decent hotel 

with air conditioning There was one week however 

when Sumro and h s t•o11e portner Sam Lynch. o 

st1Jden• c· ~bery Un~VerSJty from At.onto. Go .. stayed 

c· o '"Ye with "0 air condillomng, by choice. ·we 

wou ::; ·' ~~e ... p dehydroteo and soaking in sweat." 

SvfT'ro so o of t>e wee-. s expe•ience 
During •t-e;e 50 days in rd o Sumro I s typical 

day was qu •e en interest "lg en e. From 10 p m -2 

a.m. he and Lynch would wc.k me s'•ee·s of Ahmed

abad and talk to the Muslim men. Sumrall and lynch 

would talk to the men about politics, society religion 

and life in general. Their main target was to talk to 

these Muslim men about each others religions and 

introduce them to the Bible. Although they did not 

get impressive salvation results, the Muslim rren got 
to see what a true Christian looks like. ·Nat many 

hod ever talked to a true believer: Sumrall said. 

"They assume all Americans ore Christians. They see 

what's on MTV and think that's all included in the 

religion and acceptable." 

One prominent thing that Sumrall learned from 

ministering in Indio was that the B"ble con speak for 

itself. Because of the major cammunicotion barrier. 
photo by Sarah Henley Sumrall and lynch hod to simply give the Muslims o 

Bible and trust the Holy Spirit to speak though it. "So often we get caught up in explaining [the Bible]: Sumrall said. 

"But the Bible is living, it's the living word of God- it can speak for itself." 

Out of everything he experienced in India, Sumrall is most thankful for the opportunity to minister to the Muslim 

men of Ahmedabad. and learned o lot in the process. His eyes were opened to aspects of j·Fe that the majority of 

Americans do not think twice about. He met o former Muslim man who hod converted to Christianity and felt that he 

would never marry because of his faith. This man, along with his family who hod also converted to Christianity. was 

ostracized from their town. "This man and his family endure so many hardships and persecution; Sumrall said. ·But 

when I asked if they hod any regrets, they said 'absolutely not. 

The experience showed Sumrall how little he has to work to keep up his faith and stay encouraged. "We hove 

no excuse to foil and be discouraged; Sumrall said. "We ore free in Christ in o free country- start exemplifying 

Christ and make on impact: 
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Ohridino Alhee 
by: Shea Higgerson 

The half-time show at a football game is a wonderful show to watch, but when most people think "half. 

lime show" they think about the bond; the clarinets, the drum ltne, the trombones, but that's not all there 1s to 

en1oy There s another talent on the field exuding preciseness, sk1ll, othletictsm, and beauty Christina Albee 

doesn't play on instrument in the show, but she entertains the crowd during half-time by twirling her baton 

with o b1g smile on her face as her olter-€go "Cormeilta." Christtno's roommate gave her this n ckname 

"because of this extra boost of confidence that comes with the baton. costume hair, and make-up." 

•1 love that twirling pushes me to be athletic creative, end elegant oil ot once I om not aware of ony 

other sport that mtegrotes these qualities so well; said Chnstino. "I also love how when I'm twirling I really 

can't thtnk about onytning else Christina hos been twlflmg since the second grade and has been tok1ng 

private lessons smce the thiro grade Christina tried several th1ngs before the discovered her love of twirling 

She tried baseball bosketoa volleyball. sw1mming 

gymnost1CS, end donee "None of these things seemed 

to fit," she said "I was either terrible at them or I 1ust 

didn't en1oy it, Baton was samethmg different to try" 

When Chr'shno moved to Hannibal, Mo., she started 

taking lessons from Jon1ce Jackson Seomonds. who was 

the teacher of her two previous teachers. "While I was 

cons1denng what college to attend, janice moved from 

Dollos. Texas. to Conway, and I felt that was on added 

conf~rmotion that I should attend Ouachita Baptist Uni· 

versity," said Chnstino Seomonds says the Improvement 

has been fontost1c since she has been able to see Chns

t•no weekly instead of only o few times o year. 

"Any serious athlete must hove self discip ne, make 

good use of thetr l1me, know their strengt!-ts end weak

nesses. and understand what commitment means." said 

Seomonds "Chnsllna knows 1ust how iMportant hov1ng 

gaols con be and knows the joy of ochievmg not only 

o personal gaol but also the sense of accomplishment 

from doing your best· All of Christina's hard work hos 

paid off tremendously. Not only has she gotten the sol· 

1sfochon of doing her best, but she has received recogni· 

ton and awards lor her twirling. 

Chnstino won the titles of 2009 College Miss 

Motorette of Arkansas end 2009 College Miss Major

ette of the South in the spring - two goals she hod been 

striving for s1nce she was o little gtrl She also won the 

"most talented" senior superlolive 1n high school. Chris-

t no won second place in her very first baton contest for photo by Coff·e Sr~tpnens 

wh~eh she received o plaque Some of Ch'lshno' s favorite baton memories ore from twir1 ng her first porode 

at the oge of 7 end twrrling on the St. Louis Rom s f,e!d w1th her high school bond. 

Seomonds believes 1hot Chns:ino s expenences m tw1rl1ng will "help [her) 1n ol oreos of life by con· 

triOUI ng tO her se f Confidence the ob• ity to present hersetf for 1nterv.ews and cud· liOnS, develOping her 

leodersh1p skills. understond1ng how to relate ro people and communicate. poise and grace obrlity to toke 

cnhque and turn that information into o he plul source for mprovemenl expecting the best of herself in all 

she does and JUS! enjoying her talents and skills end being able to give hopptness to others and help those 

around her through use ol her talents." Christmo Albee has definitely provided o lot of variety to nolf-ttme 

entertainment at football games. Her love for twirling IS visible from the stands and she always wears o b1g 

smile on her face when she performs 
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"I love that twirling pushes me to be athletic, 

creative, and elegant all at once. 
-Christina Albee 

leah Harrington • Hot Spr.r.gs 
Steven Harvell • Co..-:::eo 

Mason Hayes • Cooor 
Lexie Hegi • =:y· Nor.., T~ 
Charlene Heimsch • $11,11gc•1 

Hannah Hilburn • Homsor 
Hillery Hill • Forrest Cory 

leigho Hill • So/over MO 

Natalie Holmes • Rochcrdson. TX 
Tonner Huffman • Wynne 

Destiny Hughes • 8osmcrc< 

Shannon Hunt • Longv•ew. TX 
Trevor Huxhom • Plano. TX 
Bereket lsoycs • Ty!e( TX 
Groce Janzen • Tulsa. OK 
Woong Koo Jean • South Korea 

Corey Jones • Smocmver 

Koylo Kogel • Roto' 
Je11e e Koslte • McKrnney TX 

C11elu Kauffman • Bourbon, IN 
Broon Keen • MontgomE'ry Vol· 

cge MD 
Townsend Keller • Celona, TX 
Kothry11 Kellogg • Sherwood 
Joy Kelly • Wo•ohocnre TX 

BriMney Kiefer • Loll/e Rock 
Austin King • Arkodelphoo 
Kathryn Kremer • Bollwon, MO 
Kolherine Krikorian • Roc~wo/1 TX 

Dayton Lavender • Gropevrne TX 

Steven lawrence • Sunset TX 
Alice Lee • Shendon 
Joseph levy • lJN/e Rock 

Madison Lewis • Conwoy 

Amanda Like • SachsE', TX 
Jenne Lindsey • Von Buren 

John lively • Te•orkono. TX 
Addison McCarver • Te .. or~ono 
Cora McKinney • Hughes 

Sor "9> TX 
N ichole M cNair • M•nol. ND 
Ruth Megli • End. OK 

Devon Melear • Houston, TX 

Libby Merritt • Conway 

Emily M organ • Mounlorn Home 
Kotelyn Mustain • Coppell TX 
Kezio Nonda • Jokorto. /ndonesra 
Moriah PaMersan • Sherodan 
Joanna Persson • Sherwood 
Hannah Pierce • Fori Worth, TX 
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Natalie Polston • Searcy 

Marshall Pope • Te~orkono. TX 
Jeremy Prine • Dew•tl 

Robert PrueN • Hamson 
Philip Reeves • Bryant 

Angela l!osenbloH • Grapevme. TX 
La ura Sikes • Greenbner 

Andrew Simmons • Texarkana 

Tyler Simon • Denton, TX 
James Simpson • Rogers 

James Slyby • Hot Spr.ngs 

Mary Smethers • Hot Spr.ngs 
Katelyn Smith • Longv•ew, TX 

Kayle Smith • Hot Sp,ngs 

Rachel Spencer • Rockwall. TX 
Sa mantha Spradling • Italy 

Timothy Squires • Sherwood 
BriNe Stamps • Fori Sm1th 

Kaitlin Steele • McK.nney. TX 
Brandon Stokes • Fort Sm1th 

David Street • Cherokee v,/loge 

Kathleen Strom • Bowlmg Green KY 
Christopher Sumner • Nee<f..,•.e. TX 

M ichael SuHon • Hot Sprmgs 

Colton Swayze • Hot Sp11rgs 
Andrew Sweatman • Von B"ren 

Morgan Thornton • 8•smorck 
Taihlor Treat • Conway 

Johnathon Valdez • Garland, TX 
Lindi Vanslyke • Wy!.e. TX 

Danielle Varner • Denton. TX 
Amy Vaughan • Grapev.ne. TX 

W endy Vick • Conway 

Emily Vinson • Cornmg 
Jeffery Wacoster • Hot Spnngs 
Nathan Wade • B•g Sandy. TX 

Alyson Walker • Benton 
Sarah Waymire • North L.nle 

Rock 
David White • Crossett 

Abigail Williams • Paragould 

Ethan Williams • Des Arc 
John Williams • L,n/e Rock 
Melanie W illiams • West 

Monroe. LA 
Kelli Wilson • Edna TX 

Jessica Winston • Shendan 
Christine Wood • longv•ew TX 

Rebecca Wright • Cordova TN 
Caroline Yeager • Tyler TX 

Erin Young • Marshall TX 

There are some people with th is condition 

that are 2 feet tall and break about 

500 bones in their lifetime." 
-Neil Wocoster 



Neil ll/oaosfer 
by: Allison Cornell 

Osteogenesis 1m perfecto is o genetic condition that causes the bones to not produce enough collagen. 

This in turn causes the bones to be more like pieces of chalk rather than regular bane which causes them 

to break easily and often. One in 20,000 people have Osteogenesis lmperfectc. Let .,.,e repeat, one in 

20,000. Neil Wacaster, o sophomore business major at Ouachita, is that one persor. 

Born in Arkansas, but a resident of Van Buren, Missouri, Neil has lived with th1s conc1tlar his entire life. 

He has broken 40 bones and hod 15 surgeries in his lifetime. He is only 17 years ala ,., all four of his leg 

bones he has o metal rod to make them stronger. When putting in the metal rods tne aocors hod to break 

his legs and then put them in, even if they weren't previously broken. 

Although his condition has caused pain, disobility and has beer onyth ~g oo.: cO""'fort.able. Neil has still 

managed to live a life just like anyone else. In fact he has probably exoer e":::e-o ""a·e fe in his 17 years 
than most. "I'm actually very blessed· Neil said. "There o•e so~e ce=::: e ... ·~ ~ s :::~o f an thor o•e 2 feet 

tall and break about 500 bones in their lifetime 

'-e s "'0,., and s ster also 

~::.e 0Yeogenesis lmperfecto 

ow· rot cs se.e·e as him. His 

•:::- s very :: ose and they ore 

c o g s...opor• fer Nei•. When he 
,..,::3 vc ... ,ger ne went on a c•oss 

couni'T'y Trp wth n·s family in on RV 

O"O ... cs oo e Ia see the Grand 

Conyo" L:>isney World and other 

p-oc:es 
We ··o.-e e:: around in a 

trc.-e• tro e· a o~e· ·r-e country for 

five years he sotd. ·My dod fixed 

hail damage on cars and so we d 

go to wherever the srorms hod 

gone. We did that in the summer 

ond then during the w inter we just 

went wherever we wonted." Neil's 
phoro by· Sarah Henley parents own and run a camp in a 

smol town in Missouri called Jellystone Pork. When he is home, he is the director of student oclivtties for 

the camp. Neil was homeschooled and finished high school two years early. He come to Ouachita o year 

and a half ago as a 16 year old. For his first year and a half, he lived with his grandparents in Hot Springs 

instead of on campus. 

In the fall Neil made his Ouachita theater debut in the production of "Goldilocks an Trial." He hopes 

to hove more time far the theatre when he finishes graduate school. Although he would love to be able to 

play sports, Neil finds other hobbies to fill his time and passion. He enjoys ping pong, chess, Scrabble and 

Photashop. He even challenged me to a game of Scrabble. 

Neil can walk and doesn't usually use his walker when away from campus. While here, he needs it to 

corry his books and to get around on the slippery floors. The walker con be inconvenient at times, but Neil 

doesn't seem to be affected by it. "What's really fortunate is that most days it's not o big problem." he said. 

"One of the things I really appreciate obout Ouachita is that I haven't hod any experience with someone 

discriminating against me or making fun of me or anything like that." Neil's experience with his condition 

has grown him in his faith and he knows that his joy comes from God amidst everything. I probably should 
rely an my faith more." he said. "But I'm still growing. I know that when I do have a break, it's much more 

incentive to pray. And even though I'm still growing in my Christian walk, a lot of my joy is from 

the lord." 

Neil plans on becoming a business professor and enjoying getting paid to study whatever 

he wants. At the end of the day, Neil will accomplish anything because of his motto: "Believe it 

and conceive it. Do the work -you can achieve it." 
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Rebekah Anthony • Roanoke, TX 
Kristen Ashburn • Sachse, TX 

Rebecca Atkinson • Arkadelplua 
Kurt Bonner! • Hamdton. Serb1a 

Michele Beach • Trophy Club 
Emily Beaudoin • Keller, TX 

Stacy Beck • Sher•dan 
Kotelyn Bell • Des Arc 

Catherine Bennett • N1xa. MO 

Wendy Berry • l•ttle Rock 
Hannah Bishop • Conwoy 

Elizabeth Blankenship • Casscoe 

Whitney Bollen • Mena 
Shelby Briley • Siloam Spr~ngs 

Judith Brizuela • Cortes 

Locey Brooks • Benton 

Emilie Brown • Ashdown 
Macy Buchanon • Hal/sv•lle. TX 
Chad Bullington • Hot Spnngs 

Marshall Bu~er • Cabot 

Deborah Caldwell • S•loom 

$prmgs 
Jenny Campbell • l•ttle Rock 

Clayton Case • Sanf•aga. Ch,/e 
Jeremy Casebolt • Rockwall TX 

Hannah Champlin • Conwoy 

Samantha Chidister • DeVolls 
Bluff 

Annoliese Clark • St Charles, MS 

Shelby Cobb • W011e Hall 

Joel Coleman • Hot Sp,ngs 

Whitney Collier • North L•Hie Rock 
Duncan Collins • Texarkana 

David Connell • Little Rock 

James Cook • Glenwood 

Holey Crabtree • S•mms. TX 
Theodore Cross • Hot Spnngs 

Nicholas Crump • Camden 

Samantha Cummins • Rogers 
Ethan Day • Garland, TX 

Stephanie Deen • Jonesboro 

Mark Dewbre • Srloom Sprmgs 
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Missing a bunch of school to spend hours driving to some

place unfamiliar, playing music all the time ... 

Does it get much better?" 
-Christian lchter 



I~ 
by: Abbey Jamieson 

"When I was in eighth grade, my grandpa gave my sister !senior Leslyn lchter) his first guitar that 

was twice as big as me II was a small 14 year-old)," said freshman Christian lchter, a music major 

from Conway. "Eventually, I picked it up and started to teach myself chords. From then on, I was 

hooked." 

Although lchter's talents in music began to grow as he become older, his parents never pushed 

him to pursue music as a career choice. "They were very supportive of my decision and proud of my 

progress," said lchter. "I'm glad they didn't make me toke lessons as a kid, because I would hove lost 

interest in music and quit." The summer before going into his eighth grade year, and before he even 

became involved with music at his church, lchter felt the coli to go into ministry. 

"I started helping lead worship my eighth 

grade year by singing," said lchter. "And when 

I become a sophomore in high school I started 

picking up more leodersh1p roles in my worship 

bond.' 

While leading worship as o junior in high 

school, lchter was presented on opportunity to 
ploy in a Christian bond that would later travel 

and ploy at various venues with numerous artists 

in the Christian industry. "I wos the guitarist of a 

bond !Tyler Bass Bond) during my senior year of 

high school and hod some neat opportun1t1es to 

ploy shows," said lchter. "Bosicolly, those shows 

all worked out through good connections." 

Along with leading worship with American 
Idol Kris Allen in Conway's New Life Church wor

ship bond, lchter hod the opportunity to open for 

several artists such as Switchfoot, David Crowder 

bond, Jars Of Cloy, Building 429, Natalie Grant, 

Shown McDonald, Addison Rood, Superchick 

ond Jimmy Needham. 

"I made some great memories on the rood 

with some of my best friends and met some great 

people," said lchter. "Missing a bunch of school 

to spend hours driving to someplace unfamiliar, 

playing music oil the time... Does it get much 
better?" 

lchter plans to some day be a worship leader 

and also assist in studios, helping record music for 

artists. In order to prepare himself, he leads wor

ship in Central Arkansas at New Life Church on 
photo by: Mallory George the weekends. As his freshman year began, lchter 

also started to help out in small ways around campus by playing guitar and singing. "I have made 

many friends here," said lchter. "I have learned things that ore very relevant in preparing me for my 

career and it has been o lot of fun." 
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by: Brea Conyers 
Nelson Silva, o junior kinesiology and fitness major from Sao Paulo, Brazil, holds five individual school reco rds, 

two pool records, and one notional relay record. Before coming to OBU, Silva was swimming in Brazil, and he 

wasn 't very happy with the results he was getting. "And then I hod a friend over in Virginia who convinced me to 

go to the U.S., ond so I said OK I should try. I don't wonno toke o step bock, I wont to go forward, so I decided 

to come: said Silva. After about six months of swimming in Virginia, Silva's coach convinced him to go to college. 

"I was already too old to go to Division 1;-Silvo was almost 20 ot the time-"ond O uachita offered me o full ride, 

so that's how I ended up here." said Silva. 

In November, Silva got the opportunity to compete in his first international meet, the World Cup, in Sweden. He 

swam on Brazil's eight-man team_ "I knew the eight fastest people would get qualified to go. They were analyzing 

whoever hod the best underwater time-the best stroke rote for the short course-so they would toke the best team to 

go to the world cup, which is in short course meters: said Silva_ 

There were many great swimmers there, 

but none bigger than the golden M ichael 

Phelps, who would be swimming Silva's best 

event-the 100-meter backstroke_ "I knew 

he was in the meet, and I thought maybe if 

I were to swim real good and he hod o bod 

swim, since this wasn't his best event, the 100 

backstroke, I could hove o shot at beating him. 

But, I just wanted to go and get my best time; 
said Silva_ He swam his heat then he sow the 

times. Silva 's time was decent-53.37 "I was 

pretty happy with u; said Silva. 
Phelps swam in the next heat Silva 

watched as Phelps's first 50 meters wos 

exactly like his. "I felt like saying, dude, just 

die." said Silva. Phelps sped to the wall, and photo by: w,l/ Wood 

Silva looked up at the times. 53.57 He beat the O lympic champion by two one-hundredths of o second. 

While enjoying the fad that he beat the world's best swimmer, Silva was still modest about the experience. 

"Phelps, I mean he doesn't swim that much in short course meters. He only swims in long course. He's known for 

being o long course swimmer. But it was really exciting." said Silva. In truth, Phelps wasn't in his best shape, and he 

was trying many races that he hod never competed in before. But, even so, Silva will never forget that day. 

At Ouachita, Silva has hod many races to be proud of as well. He was a port of the relay team that won a 

notional record lost year, he holds school records in the 1000, the 200-meter backstroke, the 200 fly, the 220 IM, 

and the 400 IM, and in November he broke two pool records. 

In the fast pace of college, Silva was starting to think about his future. "After this world cup thing, I kinde wonno 

go pro, but as I said before, I never won no toke o step bock, I only wont to move forward." said Silva_ So, if Silva 

isn't able to turn pro, he says he'll start looking foro job. "If I won't be able to go pro, I'll just stop, because I just 

wonno get foster, I don't wont to be the some," said Silva. Something else that helped him was the opportunity to 

swim with the University of Texas team over Christmas breaks. 

"Right now swimming is fun. I've worked really hard since I was 12 years old, but I'm just now getting there. just 

now, I'm withdrawing the money that I put in the bonk," said Silva. 

204 People 



" If I won't be able to go pro, I' ll just stop, because I just wont 

get foster. I don't wont to be the some. 
-Nelson Silvo 

Thomas Diaz • Wesr Monroe. LA 
Keena Dickey • CrosseN 

Kathryn Dodge • Conway 
Lindsey Ederington • RvsseiiVIIIe 
Erin Edge • Sovthaven MS 

Jacob Edwards • North lrNie Rock 
Anthony Emerson • Fresno. TX 
Justin Epps • Wynne 

Austin Evans • Lrtrle Rock 
Kelly Ferguson • Benton 
Joshua Fink • Forney. TX 
Joson Fowler • Mesqurre. TX 
Reece Franklin • Arkodelphro 
Allison Frizzell • McKmney. TX 
Aubree fry • Green Forest 
Kiley Gamble • McKrnney. TX 

Trent Gardner • Dollos TX 
Dons Goy • _ ~"' Rock 

Addison George • El Dorado 
Breonne Goodrum • Fort Smrth 

Bobby Gosser • North Lrtrle Roclr. 
Rebecca Gray • Paron 
Amberly G reen • Baresvllle 
John Guerra • Moun! Ida 

Stephanie Hampton • Perryville 
Katie Harris • urtle Rock 
Skylor Hearron • Monr,cello 

Katelyn Helton • Grand Prorrre 
TX 
Paul Hill • Son Morcos 

Michael Hirsch • Karnack. TX 
Breonna Holder • El Dorodo 
Roley Howard • fl Dorado 

Kristyn Hawk. • Row/ell. TX 
Kothenne Hunt • Alexander 
Hannah Hunter • Bryanr 
Lauren Jackson • Arkodelphra 
Kflsten James • Mrssovn C11y, TX 
Ryan James • Benton 

Abbey Jamieson • No Sachse. TX 
Jillion Jeffcoat • Fmco, TX 
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Cameron Johnson • Rancho 
M~rage. CA 

Joyce Johnson • Arkadelphra 
laura Johnson • Shreveport, LA 

Alyssa Jones • Redireld 
Gillis Jones • Andalusra, AL 

Nikki Kombonis • Jonesboro 
lauren Keefer • Sogrnow, TX 

Sunhye Kim • Lrttle Rock 

Travis King • Dallas, TX 
Cosey Knight • Arkodelphra 

John Knight • Arkodelphro 
Kelly Knobloch • Monlrcello 

Hitomi Kunii • Wokayamo, Japan 
Michelle lackey • Decatur, TX 
Xavier Lagunas • Arlrngton, TX 

Michelle Lanzo • Allen. TX 

Gregory lawrence • Sunset. TX 
Daniel Lee • Atlanta. GA 
Kelley Lester • Brsmarck 

Carrie lieblang • Auslrn, TX 
Peyton Lumley • Tyler, TX 
Devon Malone • Benton 

Koitlin Mayfield • Atlanta, GA 
Jeno McCarty • Pottsvrlle 

Daniel McFarlin • Dallas, TX 
Elizabeth McGowan • Lrnle Rock 

Down McNulty • Koty. TX 
Marie McPhate • Conway 

Samuel Meador • Wolfe City, TX 
Audrey Melson • Batesvrlle 

Shannon Michael • Grapevrne. TX 
Hannah Midkiff • Grandvrew, TX 

Jill Mitchell • Texarkana, TX 
Sarah Moore • Garland. TX 
Stephanie Morse • Benton 
David Nedbolek • Tyler. TX 

Notosho Ngwenyo • Bulowaya 
Carol Nichols • Lrnle Rock 

Valerie Nickel • Rrchordson. TX 
Fumiko Nishiyama - No. Jopon 
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I w as really nervous because everyone kept telling me 

that it was a bod ideo to go to a country ruled by a man 

who has been compared to Hitler." 
-Alyssa Eskelsen 



It was o volunteer trip; one that could hove risked o life. It was a trip too third world country in the middle 

of the summer. The trip was filled with complications, terrifying images, and oddly enough, beauty. Th is was 
Alyssa Eskelsen s summer vocation. 

Eskelsen hod volunteered to go to Africa for two weeks with o group of recently graduated seniors and 
other volunteers. It was here where she discovered what life was really about. It was here where, although 

her life was ot risk o rew way of life was discovered. 

"I was really nervous because everyone kept telling me that it was o bad ideo to go to o country ruled 

by oman who has been compared to Hitler. I went with a team of eight. A lor happened there. The people 

ore beoLiiful and so nice but the economy is horrible." said Eskelsen, o freshman music performance major 

from College Station T exos. 

The life change took place in Bu1owoyo Zimbabwe. This is where groups of children ron to her. She 

embraced o new culture and found l·fe s simple pleasures in the authenticity of human life. The trip was 

focused on Christ and un-like Americans, the Africans took on on accepting glow. They were not focused 

on the thoughts or cores of what others 
would think they were focused on what they 

thought. 

felt the work of God the entire time I 

was in Zimbabwe. There wasn't o moment 

when I was scored or unsure about what 

was going on. I just knew in my heart that 

o revival is coming and very soon," Eskelsen 

said. 

The group led worship and held church 
services but also tried to benefit the commu

nity. Seniors provided o workshop for "True 

Love Waits" for high school girls in that oreo. 

The program was designed to bring aware

ness to sexually transmitted diseases and 

slop the spread of AIDS. 

photo courtesy of A lyssa Eskelsen "The girls in the True Love Waits group 

hod to wear skirts and tights and it was so cold that morning. It was cold, but the kids who were oil in high 

school seemed to really enjoy the presentation. Afterwords, they invited us to their field hockey game later. 

That was really fun because we got to talk one on one with the kids," Eskelsen said. 
To finish up the week Eskelsen and her teammates spent time with a local family, discovering the true 

African spirit, but also the true Christian spirit. The family's story inspired the team to continue their ministry 

post the short trip. The family met through God's guidance, inspiring the team to trust in God for oil things. 

The culture of the trip will always be a port of Eskelsen. The diversity and beauty witnessed influences 

her life doily. Tears shed on account of the pure joy and simplicity of life blessed the team. The faces of the 

needy and the reciprocation received inspire oil to embark on mission trips. This is what Alyssa experienced. 

This is what changed her life and her ideo of life. 

"I will always remember this trip. It hod such on astounding effect on me. To watch people in that 

environment, where Christianity is the minority, open their eyes and see the truth and praise The One is so 

humbling,' Eskelsen said. 
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The Simon Twi~ 
by: Tanner Huffman 

They're best friends and roommates. They're classmates ond study buddies. They shore the some 
advisor, major, minor, career gaol ond wardrobe. Twenty years ogo, they even shored the some egg 

cell. They're the Simon twins, and they're both members of the OBU golf team. 
Tonner ond Tyler Simon, sophomore chemistry majors from Denton, Texas, began playing golf 

when they were 12 years old. They attribute their love for the go me to their father, who beg on play
ing the sport when they were young boys. 

"[Dod] might not be the world's greatest golfer, but he has a lot of fun with it," Tyler said. "His 
passion for the game rubbed off on both of us." 

In high school, the Simons lettered in golf all four years, and were given the opportunity to 

oorticipote in the Storburst Tournament in Waco. Texas. This tournament, known all around the 
world, featured many mainstream golfers, and the twins considered 

the experience "unmotchable." 
Being twins who both golfed, they hod on interesting technique when 

playing the game. They always viewed the game not only as a com
petition with other players, but also, and perhaps even more impor
tantly, between themselves. 

"We would sometimes hove high-stake bets when we played in 
matches," Tyler said. "Things like mowing the lawn would be on the 
line and the loser would hove to do the chore. It put a lot more pres

sure on the rounds. It was fun." The twins added that their competitive 
attitudes go much further than the greens of a golf course. 

"Even when we hove a test or a homework assignment we 
always compare our grades and for those few weeks until the next 

test or assignment. the one with the higher grade has the bragging 
rights," Tonner said. "1 don't know if all twins are as competitive as 
me and Tyler, but let me tell you: we definitely ore! 

As for choosing a major, they owe their decision to their dod. 
just as they do for golf. In 2000. their father fell at work, causing a 
concussion and a coding (medical death). He was revived, and his 

body went into a como for two weeks. After recovering, he hod o 
similar incident a few years later, leading to his diagnosis of Alzheim-
er's disease at the young oge of 41. photo courtesy of Tyler Simon 

"We were devastated as o family," said Tonner. "At that moment, I knew I wonted to try and 
prevent any other kid from experiencing the feelings I felt, as did Tyler." As for their future, they look 

forward to their next, and lost, two years of golf ot OBU with high hopes. 
in o perfect world, the Simons would find twin, golfing females, marry them, and grow old playing 

the game they have come to love. Until that day comes, however, they will live out their lives as they 

hove planned: seeking jobs in the medical field and, as always, playing the game. 
"Golf will always be with me and I will always enjoy being on the course." Tyler said. "And 

besides, isn't it required that everyone in the medical field ploy golf ... ond hove bod handwriting?" 
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"And besides, isn't it required that everyone in the medical field 

play golf ... and have bad handwriting? 
-Tyler Simon 

Daniele Ncvotnc • Texarkana 
Elliot O 'Connor • Loursv,lte I(Y 

lore Overmen • Longv•ew. TX 
Ribko Oyong • Jokorro lndones•a 
Alexis Pace • Sugar land. TX 
Hannah Padgett • Erhel 
Emily Parker • Shreveport LA 
Bernita Pearson • Ltffle Rock 

William Peckot • Cobor 

David Pennington • Sparkman 
Hannah Pfeiffer • Benlon 
Koylo Pinkham • Rockwall TX 
Whitley Poole • Botesvtlle 

Rebekah Poynor • Aubrey. TX 
Courtney Puddephon • t.rrle Rock 
Krystal Quails • Te~orkono 

EttZobeth Ou•ck • Colonro Uruguay 
Choie Rockley • L·~le Rock 
Stepen Ro1nes • Camden 

Hannah Ramsey • Nopervdle It 
Koyletgh Ron·ff • Conway 
Ashley Rou • Frrsco. TX 
Br tl'ney Reynolds • Benlor 

Andr- Roberts • Plano TX 

Brion Sotn • Hurst, TX 
Ryleigh Salmon • Henderson TX 
Bailey Sanders • Joshua. TX 
Christopher Santiago • L,nJe Rock 
Nino Sari • Jckarro lndones•o 

Janice Satterlee • El Dorado 

Meghon Savage · f ns·o TX 
Jessica Scoggins • B<>drord. TX 

Madison Scott • Lllle Roc~ 
Kenneth See • MesqUite TX 
Elyse Senteney • Plano TX 
Courtney Sharp • Cheroo<ee 

v.lloge 

lauren Shawver • Gropev•ne. TX 
Ayako Shigtto • fvlc.uoko. Japan 
DaVId Shugart • 4z'e TX 
Rebecca Shupe • Carrel/ron, TX 
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Johnothon Skinner • Clarendon 
Abbey Smith • Gurdon 

Tyler Smith • Shreveport, LA 
Valerie Smith • Plano, TX 

Jordon Snook • Lonle Rock 
W illiam Sparks • Droppmg 

Sprongs, TX 
Myliso Speer • Ashdown 

Taylor Stanford • Whote Hall 

Johnathan Stone • Hughes 

$prongs. TX 
Kathryn Stone • Lmle Rock 

Ruth Stoner • McKonney, TX 
Samantha Street • Duncan. OK 

Bethany Swiontek • Colorado 
Sprmgs. CO 

Yui Togawa • Fukuoko, Japan 
Ashley Tanner • Waco, TX 

Alexandria Taylor • El Dorado 

lauren Telford • Te~arkano, TX 
Alyssa Thomas • Malvern 

John T neoh • Sun goo Petono, 
Maloysoo 

Taylor Toney • Benton 
Emily Treadway • New Boston, TX 

Emily Tucker • Hot Sprongs 
lindsey Upshaw • Shet~dan 

Katie Varner • Volonoo 

MacKenzie Wallace • Hardy 
Tonner Ward • Benton 

Aaron Watson • North Lonle Rock 
Jacob Way • Heath. TX 

Anastasio Waymire • Wynne 
Adam Webb • Houston. TX 

Cody Webster • Cabot 

Stephen Wheerley • Hensley 

Natalie Whisenant • f ort Worth, TX 
M ary Whisenhunt • Lonle Rock 
Heather White • Houston, TX 

Spencer Whitley • Glenwood 
Danielle W ilson • Somla, CO 

Kayci W ilson • Joshua, TX 
Adam Wood • Carrollton, TX 

James Wood • Overland Pork, KS 

Trista n Wooster • Mansloeld 

A lfiansya h Zulkornoin • No. 
Japan 
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They taught me values and beliefs, respect, and to 

have fun. They push me to go farther.rr 
-TJ Connell 



TJOonne/1 
by: Jeffery Harmon 

I'll never forget the first time I sow TJ Connell. It was the first day of class in my second semester, and I was just 

one of the many familiar faces in the room strategically positioning myself for the perfect semester seat. There was 

fresh excitement in the air as we welcomed the new challenges and memories the upcoming semester would bring. 

I settled into my seat as class was about to start when, at the lost minute, the heavy wooden door flung open. It 

was Tj. 

He smoothly navigated his electric wheelchair to the front of the classroom, dodging the other students' puzzled 

stores with his unmistakable smile. His grandmother followed close behind, clutching o pen and notebook tightly. I 

knew at that pointthotthere was something very special about TJ Connell. 

As the professor took ortendonce, he stopped and, with a smile on his face, introduced the class to Tj. As 

he bragged on TJ's tremendous character. he was interrupted by a burst of one of Tj's guttural laughs that would 

become common throughout the semester. At that time I remember feeling many different emotions. Feelings of 

confusion struck me as I couldn't help but s·are at his tiny frame surrounded by his huge electronic machine. I also 

fe t skeptical because he wos enrolled in such a difficult class. "Is there 

any woy that he can SLicceeo in this doss?" I thought to myself. Of all the 

rr xea err.o"ors I rerrember feet ng inspired the most. I wondered how, 

desptte his physical condthon. he could still hove that big smile on his face. 

I needed to know mo•e. 

TJ was born 24 years ogo just down the rood in Hope. Due to a lock 

of oxygen to his brain. he was born with a spastic form of cerebral palsy 

that continues to affect him tn every moment of every day. Because of this 

condition, TJ cannot walk or even speak. His communication is limited 

to a machine known as "The Pathfinder" With this machine. TJ is able to 
string sentences together through on electronic keyboard. Every activity 

- even the smallest of tasks - is o huge struggle for Tj, requiring constant 

core and attention. 

Fortunately for TJ. he has been blessed with a set of grandparents who 

provide this core and attention. Every day they help him perform the tasks 

that most people don't even think about. They feed him breakfast, shove 

him, shower him, dress him, drive him to and from school, sit ond toke notes 

for him in class, cook ond feed him dinner, and put him in bed. They do 

photo by: Collie Stephens it every single doy. "My husband and I just kind of tog team him." said 

his grandmother cheerfully. His grandmother is on amazing figure herself. Known as "Mrs. Faye· to the Christian 

studies students, she con be seen sitting beside TJ. taking diligent notes in all his classes on a doily basis. There's no 

denying her love for her grandson. "They took me in as one of their own children." Connell said. "They taught me 

values and beliefs, respect, and to hove fun. They push me to go farther." 

Ever since TJ accepted Christ at the age of 10. he has wonted to impact people through evangelism and 

motivational speaking. His passion for evangelism brought him to OBLI as a junior transfer student from a nearby 

community college. "I wol"'l to preach end reach God sWord without compromise Connelo said. This mentality of 

"without compromise" has beer- wtth horn throughout I> s e~· •e ·Le. Be r.g origtnolly o aced in resource classes. his 

teachers soon moved him ·o tf.e •egv o· dcssroo'Tl •'•"e'e ~e e.-e.-·_,c y graduated w1th honors. He is now taking 

on more difficult concepts trrough classes s:..c" :::s Sp:r-uc Fornot•or Reve c .. or. and o o ·eel Greek. "I hove to go 

through the chapters over and over: Co,neu soia. "I ~c..-e •o do •he• for c of my classes." 

Dr. Scott Duvall. a Christian studies professor wt-o res taught htrn in seve•o classes has been thoroughly 

impressed with Tj. "Most other students hove not hoc to oeo with anything that comes close to TJ's circumstances," 

Duvall said. "He can't speak or walk. yet he loves "'e lord and enjoys servmg him in so many ways. Everyone is 

amazed at his ability to love life. Iough hysterically. and rejOtce in ti-e Lord." 

On top of applying himself academically, Tj practices his love of speaking by preaching sermons for different 

events. Because of his communication barrier. he not only has to do all of the normal work that goes into sermon 

preparation, but he also has to type it out and put it into his computer. TJ has continued to inspire people as he 

has received multiple opportunities to speak to others who ore physically disabled. "He really impacts other handi

capped people when they see what he's doing." Faye said. "They think to themselves, 'If he con do that, then I con 

do something like that.'" 

TJ will always continue to work harder and push the limits further in everything he does. "Go farther and achieve 

your dreams: he said. "Nothing con stop you." It's this attitude that will continue to inspire me and continue to make 

me proud to call TJ my friend. 
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Charole~e Allison • Exec Secretory 
to the Presdent 

Nona Anderson • Assooote Professor of 
Modem languages 

Eddie Ary • Assocl01!! Profeuor ol Finance 
Genie A5hcraft • Admmlsfrotrve Ass1slont 

Soctal Sc~ences 
Susan Atkinson • Adrnu>slrolr>e Asslstanl 

Humamhes 
Dr. Tam Auffenberg • Htll Professor a/ 

HISiory 
Mike Ayres • Pnn""S Deporrment D~rector 

Chris Babb • &lemol Alumm O.rec!or 

Tommy Barnes • Secretary 
Srudent ActMtres 

Dr. Hoi Bau • Dean, SoCial Soence/ 
Professor ol Paltltcol Science 

Dr. linda Boss • Ass•sronl Professor of 
Educotron 

Jan Boss • Publrc School ln•ltot•ves 
Deryl Baumgardner • Securtly 

David Bieloh • Assoc•ole Professor of 
VtSuol Arts 

Dr Joe Bradshaw • Burch Professor ol 
Chem•stry & PreMed Studtes 

Dr. Detri Brech • Proiessor of Dreletrcs 

Dr. Chris Brune • Ass1ston1 Professor 
af Fmonce 

Dr. Merribeth Bruning • Dean 
fducohon Professor of Educol on 
Dr. lei Coi • Assocro:e Professor 

of MuSIC 
Dr. Terry Carter • Vaught Professor of 

(htJst!on M1nrstnes 
Terrence Corter • D~teclor/ 

Upword Bound 
John Cloud • Sr Development Olltcer 
Yvonne Claud • Bookstore Manager 

Kothy Collins • v,s,r~ng lns!rvctor m 
Educot·or 

Donnie Copeland • Assrsronr Professor 
ofVrsuoiArrs 

Dr. Kevin Cornelius • Assooole 
Professor of Phystcs 

ion Cosh • Ass•sronr to the Pres•dert lor 
Commun I)' Developl"en• 
Sharon Cosh • Lecturer 

Coord.nolar ol fSl 
Evelyn l. Cowart • Admrn•stroltve 

AsstSronr. l•brary Servrces 
Terese Cox • Ass•stont D•rec!or ol 

Campus Mm,S1r,es 
Marielo Crocke" • Adtuncr - Spontsh 

Rob Crocken • Computer Nerwork 
Manager 

Dr. Joy Curlin • Maddox Professor 
of Engltsh 

Betsy Donner • Women's Tenn's 
Cooch/Ad,unct 

Dr. Guyla Davis • Asstslanl Professor 
of Psychology 

Beverly Dickerson • Bookstore 
Shirley Dumais • Ass•stont Professor/ 

Ltbrcnan 
Dr. Janice Duncan • Professor of 

Modern languages 
Judy Duvall • Assrsronr D•recror 

Elrod Center 
Dr Ben Elrod • Chancellor 

Dr. Jim Files • Ass,sronr Professor ol 
Account,ng 

Melinda Fowler • Progra mmer 
Dr. Roy Franklin • Assoc•ole Profe>Sor 

ol Chr,si!QI'/ M,sstons 
Stocy Freeman • Assoc,cre Professor 

of Drere11cs 
Cindy Fuller • lecturer •n Mustc 

Elaine Funderbvrk • Adm,n,strot1ve 
Ass,stont/ No1 ... rol Scrences 

Dr. Stephen W, Garner • Assrsronr 
Professor of Mus•< 

Or. Margaret Garrett • As.sistonr 
Professor ol Musrc 
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My understanding of Islam is incredibly enhanced; it's not just 

from another book- I know these people." 
-Dr. Barbaro Pemberton 



A Tr 

Dr. Rorhoro Pemberton 
by: Bethany Moss 

Not many students were cwore of the small, single office of the end of the dark hallway behind Berry Chapel. 

It was the office of Dr. Barbaro Pemberton associate professor of Christian Missions, and if was surely a sight to 

behold. There were loads of book.s p1ctures 'r'nkets and rare artifacts from countries for away. My personal favorite 

wos the Muslim Borb1e dresseo in a long block bvrko and a matching hijob to cover her head. 

Pemberton did not oNoin these artifacts tnrovgh online soles. family members. or a one-time trip to the M iddle 

East. She has lived in Saudi Arabia during fiNery Omstmos break and summer season for the post eight years. 

Her husband. Jim, rook a job as a chem co e<lgineef lor Saudi Aromco, a fully integrated international petroleum 

company with the world's lorgesr oi ·ese'~es Vv,..-e., ... -ey found out he would hove to live in Saudi, they decided to 

hove Barbero stoy in the United Stores to teed- '-'C' o ·e 'g<Of\S. That way, she could learn about Islam first hond o 

few months out of the year, then come bock c~:1 :x;._· ... 0" ·:::·e a"d valuable knowledge into her students. 

Over the years, she has estobl.shec mo--y c ~5e ·e C:':::"S. .. ::s With rl,e Muslim people. She further expanded 

these relationships, along with her own il"C'W e:::~-e :::!' SOt ~3 se-es.·e· ....+en sne decided to toke her sabbatical 

~ Sc ... c :.·::.o c 
'TI"e r:;_ ·c~se wcs to refresh and grow in as many 

::~::-s of- :e os cov•O • Pemberton said. She was 

::::-: ·o eJt~-e-::e "'10') ,. ngs such cs taking golf le~ 

sc~s co~o-"g - -e deser and stvdying at two rodi
::or-;::: ;;ere,..._,.. .-e·s ·es Sre hod to adhere to the strict 

~ -::-; of fTle P·nce M~.ho~vnod S n Fohd University, 

~~~r.e·e ..,.,e,.. O"'d w~"'e"' .ve·e completely separated. 

There wos ere"' c g css oo·ner •n the classroom if o 

mole professor ~od to reach c female clas~ 
While partaking in •hese even's Peff'berton hod 

many interesting conversations about religions with 

people from on array of backgrounds. "It was a great 
witnessing opportunity,· Pemberton said. · Everyone is 

curious about religions; it was a tremendous bless•ng to 

talk obout Islam and other religions." 

The opportunity to witness presented itself in many 

ways. Her driver was Hindu, she played golf with Mus

lims, and she participated in o Bible study with wonen 

from different Christian backgrounds. 

Being oble to consistently travel and learn about 

Islam has given Pemberton on •nteresting angle on 

teaching world religions. ·My understanding of Islam is 

incredibly enhanced; it's not just from another book - I 

know these people: Pemberton said "There is so much 

depth, and I hove so mony stories from knowing and 

learning about people from many o fferent religions." 
photo by: Koro Humble In todoy's world. the understanding of other reli

gions has become necessary to even understand our nightly news broadcast. Pemberton said that os Christians. it 

is important for us fa know about other religions. "We ore called to love others so how con we love them without 

understanding them." Pemberton said. 

If we took the time to venture out and learn about other religions. we would not only understand theirs, but also 

learn more about our own. Digging deep into another religion helps o pe'SO" realize how drfferent they ore. It not 

only helps them love another group of people. but also helps opprec ate tf]eir own 

Pemberton is stronger in her faith after living ond leornmg about the Muslim people of Soudi Arobio. "We ore 

so free in Christ compared with what other religions hove to offer. Pemberton said. 

Although her and jim's life together is in Saudi Arobro Perrberton gets full joy auf of spreading her knowledge to 

her students here in the U.S. Ever since he moved overseas they knew ,, was God's pion for her to stay in America 

and teach, but they still work together. Jim helps her make connections with people in Saudi Arabia, allowing her to 

learn and explore the religion more than she would otherwise. 

Doing what she's called to do while living aport from her husband makes Pemberton's life a great example of 

putting God's will first in your life. Although there ore some lonely nights, Pemberton lives one incredible life of know~ 

edge, love and learning. She said, "It's on exciting port of our liYes, and it is our ministry." 
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by: Deborah Root 
Ouachitonian Adviser 

When Moe Sisson died suddenly o n March 8 at the age of 62. I lost a colleague, mentor and most of oil, 

a dear friend. Moe served for almost three decades as assistant director of public relations at O uachita. Other 

roles included sports information director, director of the Miss OBU Pageant and director of Tiger T unes. 

I first met Moe when I was a high school student in 1975. I was on the yearbook staff at McClellan High 

School in Little Rock and Mrs. Beverly Billingsley faithfully brought her staff to the Summer journalism Workshop 
hosted by Ouachita, directed by Dr. Bill Downs and assisted by Moe. Two years later I would enter Ouachita 

as a freshman moss communications major, and thus began a 30-plus year friendship with Moe. 

As a student I most remember his pen. He would pull it out of his blue shirt pocket and begin to edit most 

anything we wrote, whether it was for The Signa/ or the Ouochrtonion. He loved to proofread. If you asked him 

to do so, be prepared. There were always changes to be mode. What we 

learned from Moe was to strive for perfection. whether it was the number of 

quotes in a story or the use of AP style. And, yes, he would always leave little 

reminders that we needed to clean up our offices, and he taught us how to 
light the gas furnaces in Flenniken so we wouldn 't freeze in the winter. 

It was in my senior year when I was editor of the Ouachitonian that I met 

and fell in love with The Signal editor, jeff Root. On August 7. 1982. we mar

ried at First Baptist Church in Arkadelphia. Our ring bearer was Moe and 

Donna's son, Alan. It was a beautiful wedding, but we learned not to let the 

ring bearer drink too much ROOTbeer before the ceremony. Thirteen years 

later when our daughter Abby was born, the Sisson's daughter Stephanie 

was Abby's first babysitter, and a few years later. Abby would be a flower 

girl in Stephanie's wedding. 

I also spent many years with Mac in the press box for both Ouachita and 
Arkadelphia High School football games. In the early years, Moe taught me 

how to type o play-by-ploy on o Selectric typewriter. W hile he was announcing a play on the PA, I was typing 

in the ploy and tabbing aver to type in the tackle. I learned how to calculate TO P {time of possession) and 

whole lot more about football. His sports knowledge was invaluable as I served as sports editor of The Doily 
Siftings Herold, and later took his place during a two-year stint as sports information director. I truly learned 

from the king of SIDs. 

When jeff and I returned to Ouachita in 1991 after graduate school, it was like reuniting the family. We 

worked in the mass communications and public relations areas and were once again side-by-side with Moe. 

And, we once again joined him in the press box, Jeff broadcasting the Ouachita and AHS games, and me 
spotting for Moe on the PA. My fellow spotter, Steve Patterson, and I formed the first unofficial NCAA spotters 

union, mainly to defend ourselves when we coiled out the wrong player number, and to yearly request o both

room in the OBU press box. I always valued those Friday nights and Saturday afternoons with Mac, especially 

after his retirement. We would catch up on the week's events and attempt to solve all the world's problems. I'm 

going to miss his traditional announcement, as the clock would wind down, "Look around the place where you 

ore seated and make sure you have all your personal possessions." It signaled it was time to go home. Our job 

was done until the next game. 
The Friday before Moe died, he sent me on article from the Arkansas Democrot-Gazefte about the notion 

of Facebook replacing college yearbooks. Although we never got to discuss the article, I think he knew I was 
ready for a fight. I'm defensive when it comes to yearbooks as an important part of a university's historical 

record, and I like to think Moe would agree. His influence is evident in three decades of Ouochitonian year

books, but most of all in the lives of the students who hod the privilege of working with and learning from o true 

journalist and friend. 
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"His influence is evident in three decodes of 

Ouochitonian yearbooks ... 
-Deborah Root 

Bryon T McKinney • Deon Busoness/ 
Assoc Prof Bus low(Generol Counsel 
Shirley McMillen • Dtrector Foster 
Grondoorem Program 
Dr. Richerd Mill• • Professor of 
Sooo1ogt 
Chris Moddelmog • Heod Boseboll 
Cooch 

Sharon J. Gattis • [)o!o frrry 
Specool st/ D~lo?"'en! Oiloce 

Dr. Gory Gerber • Assocoo•e 
Professor of Mvs < 

Glenn Good • Hoh Professor Pf:ys.cs. 
Pri!Medoeal Srva es 
Dr. Roy Grenade • Drreclory Lobrory 
SerVICes/ Proressor or rl story 
Alan Goeenwood • Spom 
lnlormouon D"ecror 
Dr. Raoul Holoby • Professor of Engloslo 
ood Vosucl Arrs 
Mary Hcndiboe • Assocoore Professor ol 

Theorre Am 
Phil Hardin • AsSJslonr to 1he Presodent for 
Admm,stto11on 
Shirley Hardin • Developmenr Offoeerl 
Annual Fund 
Nancy Horrell • Drreclor Resodence 
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... I thought to myself, 'I'm a 44-year-old man, and I better 

grow up and put a couple of diplomas and paintings on 

the walls. Well, quite obviously I had second thoughts." 
-Dr. Johnny Wink 



The O,Wt.~e oFDr. 'Johnny li/ink 
by: Hannah Clayton 

Even before you reach the office door, you'll encounter a myriad of photos and illustrations inundating the other

wise bland walls with color and life. The large, wooden door is covered with the same sort of eclectic mosaic. The thin, 

black nameplate on the door is peculiar-Or. Thunderlizard-<md the office of Dr. Thunderlizard is no less strange. 

Like the walls outside of his office, the four walls inside are a pleasant and curiosity-striking attack of visual and mental 

stimuli. There are small, plastic dinosaurs lined 

up along the windowsill. On the desk, a large 

chunk of sturdy glass sits, adorned with stick

ers peeled from bananas and apples. On 

the shelves of his bookcase-a place where 

any other erudite professor piles their collec

tion of texts-photo frames and other objects 

of memorabilia sit comfortably, overpower

ing the books. Even the ceiling of his office 

is adorned with a few tacked-up photos and 

illustrations. 

This is the office of Dr. Johnny Wink {but 

still also affectionately known as Dr. Thunder

lizard to past students and several mistaken 

mailmen). And although to any new visitor 

this office may appear to be a random disor
photo by: Koro Humble der, to Dr. Wink, it's a carefully constructed, 

personal, heart-stirring collage of his life, his loves and some of his most cherished memories. "As soon as I moved to 

this office in '88, I thought to myself, 'I'm o 44-yeor-{)ld man, and I better grow up and put a couple of diplomas and 
paintings on the walls. Well, quite obviously I hod second thoughts,'" Dr. Wink said, smiling to himself. "''d like to think 

of myself os an interior decorator, and I call it a little busy. • 

Wink, professor of English at Ouachita Baptist University for 36 years, has been the occupant of office #203 in lile 

Hall for 21 years. But he is not always the sole occupant. Besides the hundreds of photos and memorabilia occupying 

the walls and shelves, several students stop in to sit in the burnt-{)range velvet chair of the late Everett Slavens to talk 

with Dr. Wink. Upon entrance. Dr. W ink opens not only his office, but his life to students. "Any time a student or friend 

or whoever comes in, they're allowed to ask about o photo or something here," Wink said. Much of the time, however, 

Wink must inadvertently shore several photos' stories within a single sitting. He'll then lead you across his office to o 

completely different wall with a completely different photo to explain the intricate weaving of each-the lives and color

ful stories of many often connected by a single man. 
'One word that you couldn't possibly use to describe this kind of office-the word is professional," Wink said. "This 

does not look like the working habitat of a professional. I guess what allows me to get by without people frowning 

upon it is because English teachers hove reputations as eccentrics." Not oil of Wink's decor is playful or humorous, 

however. Some of the things most dear to him in his office hove at once beautiful and moving stories behind them. 

When I asked him what were the most precious items in his office, he immediately took off of his shelf a medium-size 

white bunny mode entirely out of small conch shells. The bunny was given to him from his good friend, the late Tom 

Greer, o colleague of Wink's at Ouachita. 'This fellow Tom Greer-1 nicknamed him the 'White Rabbit' bock in the 80s 

because he was so nervous, he hod white hair, he always hod o million little different projects going on and he was 

always late, late for a very important dote," W ink said, grinning. After Greer had spent o summer in China, he brought 

back this white conch shell bunny to Wink. "When he died, I decided I would put it by the clock because of his being 
late, late for a very important date. And now, there that bunny sits." 

On his office, Wink says, "It's mainly a memory. I have a very regulated schedule-almost all of the grading, 

making quizzes, etc. is done here. But this drudgery is no drudgery." Wink said. "This office is a place where I do my 

work, but since I love the work that I do, it's a place of joy. The walls ore filled with people who hove come into my 

life because of the work I've done here. It's like the walls themselves, they speak about what I do in the office-they're 

intimate and special to me, yet they've got so much to do with my professional life," Wink explained. "You could genu

inely use the old cliche 'o home away from home."' 

It's become apparent after spending more and more time in Wink's office, while perusing through the goulash of 

hundreds of photos of mostly former students or family which give his walls a certain warmth and vibrant life, that his 

office is a rich and colorfu l testament of how not only W ink has played an integral and unforgettable role in countless 

lives, but other people touch his life equally as strong. Because of his office, Wink may seem like just a strange eccen

tric to some. But for one man to have so much joy and fond memories and lave in one place is rare, and it's o blessing. 

If this special place to him truly is his home away from home, I con only imagine just how special to him his home is. 
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