


1 open-ended co01pletion 
went without saying . . . 
temories �~�n�d� mixed feelings 
ised this ending would be different 

By DeAnna Travis 

he road to earning the bachelor's degree 
had been a four year uphill journey. Yet, 
somehow the nightmare of endlessly long 
ion lines, closed classes, sleepy nights 
.g for eight a.m. exams, and miles of scrally 
otes had evolved into a cumulation oJ128 
hours and a diploma. 
finally, 5 p.m. May 10 or 10:30 a.m. on 
l, through tears or undisguised smiles, 
s shared a common feeling of complete-

s before seniors quickly discovered that 
on itself wasn't an easy assignment. 
to scribbled out lines on wrinkled degree 
I to be approved in Academic Affairs then 
against the transcript in the Registrar's 
1ere were invitations to order, cap and 
!asurements to be taken and fees to pay. 
10 quickly, with the final paper turned in 
1st class over, all that stood in the way of 
m was rehearsal and baccalaureate. 
y 10, wjth last f!linute details settled and 
>inned securely in place, the music began 
\iors filled the empty chairs at A. U. Wil-

CELEBRATED THE COMPLETION of reliv­
life with their children - the. problems, the 

,d the knowledge collected from four memor· 
Linda Anderson and her pare.nta talk once 

e the ceremony. 

C INTO THE CROWDED STANDS and it was 
it would be a day of mixed emotions. 1n an 
'ears of frustration and excitement is over. for 
tbo:rs the question was, what comes .next? 

Iiams .Field to hea.r the speeches of selected speak­
ers Lavell Cole, associate professor of history, and 
David SmHh, Student Senate vice-president. 

The day seemed even more special for the 88 
graduating with academic honors who remem· 
bered being propped over books for hours in the 
library at night or spending long springtime a.Hef­
noons in a lab. An added degree of accomplish­
ment was awarded to 13 cadets of. the OBU Resrrve 
Officers Training Corps who accepted coml'l.lj.s-•• 
sions as second lieutenants in the U.S. Army. 

Three months later on August 1, similar ac­
tivities took place in Mitchell Auditorium as Rev. 
John Finn, president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention delivered the commencement address 
to sixty students, Ten seniors graduated with spe­
cial academic honors and Gerald Williams received 
his commission into the Army Reserve. 

Caps flew up into the air, goodbyes were ex­
changed and then as quickly as it had begun, it was 
over. 

Both days ended much the same, yet uniquely 
different fo r each graduate. Faced with the q ues­
tion of what would come next, seniors realized 
graduation wasn't final - this completion had an 
open ending, 

SMILES EXPRESS A SENSE OF RELIEF that the past few 
hectic weeks of activities are at last over. No more mod­
ule books to read, speeches to write or papers to re.search. 
The goal i.s reached and happiness is hard to hide. 

THEN, AT LAST, IT WAS OVER. 
The year reaches its climax. The 
ceremony is history, graduates are 
"lumni, and friendships are forced 
to change. 

FOR THE ADMINISTRATION , the 
event was routine, )'et still special. 
One last tug on the collar and Dr. 
Grant and Dr. Goodson begin the 
ceremony. 
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Doss. Howard R. 
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Downs, Wilham D. Jr. 179 
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THE CAMPUS DINING HALL 
was named after Birkett Wil· 

Iiams, and was made possible by 
his donations to Ouachita. 

or 



rkett Williams 
L. Williams, 90, of 

:1, Ohio, died :ruesday 
1gust 5, at his home. He 
0 graduate of Ouachita, 
the school's largest in­
financial benefactor. 
his graduation from 
in 1910, he has gone on 

uy successful business 
.eluding ownership of 
ett L. Williams Ford 
md the Monarch Leas­
>any, recognized as one 
gest independent auto· 
~asing agencies in the 
ates. He is also a former 
: of the National Auto­
'ealers Associ.stion. 
at Ouachit11, Williams 
>otball, basketball a.nd 
j was also a member of 
:e team. 
nily' s great interest in 
.s reflected inA. U. Wil­
otball Stadium, which 
meed and named in 

his father, Dr. A. U. 
• who was a prominent 
ngs physician. When 
.Jm was moved from its 
site where the men's 
ies are now located, Mr. 
1/illiams financed con­
of the new field , which 
1e name of his father. 
!{t Williams Dining Hall 
made possible by him 
1med in his honor. In 

hundreds of students 
eived financial aid at 
through the Birkett L. 
scholarships. 
Williams funded a lee· 
s at OBU which annu· 
~s to campus national 

lS, who has given more 

money to Ouachita than any 
otherliving person, was named a 
Distinguished Alumnus in 1955 
and was awarded an honorary 
doctor of leiter degree in 1960. 
" My spirit of philanthropy was 
generated by my gratitude to 
Ouachita," which he said , " had 
taught me the value of integ­
rity." 

He is a former president of the 
Cleveland Rotary Club and 
former president of the Family 
Service Association , a forerun­
ner of the United Appeal of 
Greater Cleveland, which later 
awarded him a Distinguished 
Service Award. 

He served as first vice presi­
dent of the Greater Cleveland 
Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America, is a life member of the 
Board and received the Silver 
Beaver Award, BSA's highest 
honor. He has also served as 
chairman of the Greater Cleve­
lan d Better Business Bureau .md 
during World War II, served as 
regional administrator of the Of· 
fice of Price Administration 
where he directed the operation 
of 1,900 O .P.A. workers and 
3,700 ration board members in a 
five state area. 

"The name of Birkett Williams 
has become synonymous with 
the name of Oudchita for s everal 
generations of students and fac­
ulty," said Or. Daniel R. Grant. 
president of OBU. " He has been 
an inspiration to the Ouachita 
family because of his untiring 
devotion to his alma mater. His 
interest and generous support 
through th~ years has provided 
an example for others and an en­
couragement to me personally." 

Kris l:larrett, age 12, died of 
cancer, May 2, at his home in 
Arkadelphia. 

He was the son of OBU base­
ball coach Van Barrett. 

A student at Peake Middle 
School, Kris was also a member 
of Richwood's Baptis t Church . 

Memorial services were held 
in Mitchell Auditorium on May 
5. 

Survivors iodude his parents, 
Van and julie Barrett, two sis­
ters, Sloan and Mamie, and a 
brother Kaleb. 

Charles Eugene Wesley, age 
43, professor of music at 
Ouachita, died Wednseday, De­
cember 17, of a heart attack, in 
Arkadelphia. 

Wesley came to Ouachita in 
1961, and had taken one leave of 
absence when he attended 
graduate school at the University 
of Arizona from 1976-77 . 

He graduated from Arkansas 
Polytechnic College, and at· 
tended graduate school at the 
University of Arkansas from 
1959-61. He did additional 
graduate work at Northwestern 
University. 

Wesley was a member of the 
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra 
from 1963-76, and was conductor 
of the Arkansas Symphony 
Chamber Orchestra from 1971-
72. He was a guest recitali s t, ad­
judicator, and lecturer, and was 
an active member of the College 
Music Society. 

His interests included Arkan­
sas folk music, the songs of 
Shubert, and photography. Mrs. 
Wesley and friends presented 
the one man photographic ex­
hibit he had readied for Mabee 
Fine Arts Gallery on campus, in 
January. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Mrs. Jeanne McCulloch Wesley 
and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Van A. Wesley of Russellville. 
Burial was at Dardanelle. 

Kris 
Barrett 

Charles 
Wesley 
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A
fter a week's wo-rth of 
classes, .tests, and chapters 
to read, Friday night 
meant time to relax. 

When the alternative was tele-
vision and popcorn in the dorm, 
many of us opted for Arkadel­
phia entertainment which usu­
ally included eating out and a 
movie at the Twin Cinemas. 

El Primo's added their name to 
the list of pizza restaurants 
which made the craving for ~ 
pizza, in any fonn, easy to 
satisfy. And with a coupon from 
the Signal , a hamburger platter 
on Sunday nights was a wel­
comed change. 

The small town advantage was 
only having to walk a few blocks 
to buy all the necessities. The 
merchants and citizens were 
friendly, not only because they 
welcomed our business, but be­
cause they benefited from us too 
in the fonn of movies, concerts, 
and lectures. 

And whether it was a block 
away or miles out of town, we 
got to know the people even bet­
ter by attending their churches. 

It was natural to feel at home in 
Arkadelphia, both sides bene­
fited, because it was our style. 

ACCESS TO ALL THE NECESSI­
TIES a.nd contact with Arkadelphia 
residents is juet a shoat walk to 
downtown • 

WHEN THE LATE NIGHT munch­
. ies a Hacked, Caddo Valley, McDon­
ald' !I and french fries weren't far 
away. 

_BSU MEMBERS sacking merchan· 
dise at Wal Mart's grand opening 
provide money for summer mis· 
sions. 

Community 
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:Jk Horn's New Checking 
,Ius Interest Account. 

E.lk Horn Bank has a new checking/sewings plan for 
:lark County. It's called Checking Plus Interest. And it lers 
ou get free checldng and earn 5!14% dally Interest on 
,II your money. 

If you save one place and bani< at c"lnother, now you can 
ombine all your money into a Checking Plus Interest 
ccount from Ell< Horn Bank. So you never need another 
ccount anywhere else. 

ELK 
HORN 
BANK 
&.Trust Co. 
Artc.t~ 
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fr.Ul ~MERIC~O= • ~ ~IIIIo.. PRODUCTS 
GENERAL MOTORS ~~ 

PRODUCTS 'A' 
CHRYSLER 
PRODUCTS 

Shepherd 
~afo Sales 

3030 West Pine 
Olds -Buick 

Pontiac GMC Trucks 

246-6788 

we sell ror LeSs 
Open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday thru Saturday 

Corner of Caddo and Pine 
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Saying it 
with style 
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Nickol No.rtbemiBusiness M.anager 

John CrewiiDirector of Photography 
Matt Greent/Director of Photography 

Steve Blenden/Photographer 

Ken Shaddox/Photographer 
Dr. WilUa1n D. Downs, JrJAdviser 

Mac SiMOn/Supervisor 

I f you had told me the day I walked m 
Ouachitonian office as a freshman I 
end up as editor, I wouldn't have beli 
you. There were a dozen eyes staring at 

- the new kid on the block. 
It was an honor to be a contributor ao 

award-winning book, and even a b tf,ZII 
honor and privilege to be editor. It has~ 
dream come true. 

And, as every story, mine, too, s tarts 
"Once upon a time . .. " I remember as 
little girl I would walk around with a penc 
and note pad in my hand. I never imagine 
that the broken pencil and mulh·co"­
note pad would some day turn into a 
point pen and a final layout sheet! 

While in high school, 1 juggled a rouJI 

with possible college majors, from h~ 
economics to business. But, when I ~"i115 
sophomore, I was chosen to be on the ~ 
book staff at Little Rock McClellan, an.J 
knew then that I had a strong interest 
writing. My responsibilities on the Lior~ "-a 
that of class editor, spirit editor, and tt.. 
coveted job of index editor. Through the 
spiration of my sponsor, Mrs. Beverly .. 
lingsley, and my parents, l decided to altai 
Ouachita and pursue a degree in comm~ 
cations. 

Since I had yearbook experience, I bra,.., 
the first meeting of the 1978 Qu,lchllor.:3 
staff. lt took a while to get adjusted to ~ 
those upperclassmen, but soon I knew 1 
found my niche for the next four years. Ao 
to the editor of that book, Debbie Russ&. 
say ' thank you' for giving me a break! 

The following year, as a sophomore, 1 "'~ 
named associate editor. That was the )'t!t 

that Kevin MacArthur began his two )"1:1 

term as editor, and that was the year I foUD 
one of my very best friends at Ouachi~ 
Kevin, you were an inspiration, a friend, .u 
a shoulder to cry on more than once. !, 

though we didn' t always agree on eve 
issue in life, we always got along. If I e\1 

had someone I considered a brother, ra 
were certainly him. Thank you for eveq 
thing you mean to me. 

My junior year, was a preparation tims 
taking on the big job. I was given the tide 
assistant editor, but the year went all too 
It was a very short time, and Kevin was p 
ing his bags and cleaning out his desk,~ 
was my tum. 

When I accepted the job, r knew I h .. 
challenge ahead of me filled with ups • 
downs of every kind. I never felt I was q"1 
ified forsucha job, but I knew I wanted to• 
if I could do it, and so I took the role .u 
responsibilities of being editor of the 191 
Ouachitonian. But not without the ~elp 
several individuals and groups. 

The first and foremost expression of ~ 
tude goes to the One who was alway~ the 
and always will be. If 1 hold any gift, I O \W 
~11 tn I-Ii no. T'ho T ",.~ U.t.:2C: en -1"0~1 tn f"n., ~UC2W' 



tg the weak person that I am, He 
me with the strength 1 needed and 
· burden when the load was too 

?cause of His love and grace, I have 
opportunity to do this job and hav e 
ssed with people whom I owe a 
thank-yous to. 
~n often say "my parents are the 
tt I really believe with all my heart 
e are the best in the whole wide 
~ey've given me a fantastic Chris­
e to grow up in, and have continu­
l me the help and encouragement I 
am so proud of them. To my mom 
I love you. 

wns, the first time I walked in your 
a freshman, my chin quivered and 
. knocked. But now I know you are a 
individual with a big heart. Your 

:oncem is greatly appreciated. It has 
'Y to work for you, and the knowl­
have shared with me will be most 

in years to come . 
:hank you' goes to Mac Sisson. Mac, 
ned to all my problems from late 
) boyfriends. Your smile and dis­
:h always brightened up my day. I 
n't know if I could have made it 
rou. You are a wond.:!rful man, and I 
:e you and your family. 
rews and Matt Greene, as directors 
graphy, you deserve credit for a 
•rtion of this book. You guys were 
ppreciate your willingness to work 
5, accept late photo rush orders, and 
my short temper. To Ken, Steve and 
.ank you for all your work, too. You 
·onderful staff. 
., this was your first year to be a 
.ed staff member, and your work 
!lent. I'm glad you decided to )oin 
. for your friendship is very special 

m~· super sports editor, Tim Wool­
thmk you are tops. You came in as a 
1 and ~ou've proven yourself to be 
Stay with it and you'll go far. 

Although I never knew how much money 
we had, or how in debt we were, Nickol, you 
always knew. You were on top of things, and 
I could trust you to do your job. That meant a 
tot. 

And to Foster, Sharla, Burt, Mark, Deb, 
Dena and Sandra, you were always there 
when I needed you. Your writing was great 
and your wilhngness to work is greatly ap­
preciated. 

There were also those persons and groups 
who supported me through nervous break 
downs, tears and a limited time schedule. 

One of those groups was the Ouachita 
Student Foundation. Miss Roper, it meant a 
lot to me for you to have the con fideoce in me 
to do both jobs as editor and publicity chair· 
man of OSF. Being on the foundation meant 
so much to me and I'm so glad the time 
schedule worked out. 

Another group which gave me support 
were my sisters of the EEE Social Club. My 
involvement in the club was limited this 
year, but you never deserted me. 

I also want to express my appreciation to 
our next- door neighbors, the Signal staff. 
Chicago and New York were great, and the 
friendships made through our work means 
so much to me. Suzanne, may God bless you 
in all you do. Jeff, I wish you the best the next 
two years, and you know !love you bunches. 

To everyone who gave a word of encour­
agement, ran an errand and said a prayer, 
thank you so much. I couldn't have made it 
without you. 

And, of course, I had to save the best for 
last. DeAnna, you are one great individual. 
Your talent is unlimited, and your personal­
ity is so genuine that you are one person I 
admire greatly. You'll do a wonderful job 
next year, and I Jove you in "toto." 

Well, I can't believe one goal in my life is 
finally accomplished. It is truly a dream come 
true. To the administration, staff, faculty and 
students, I hope you enjoy this small 
memento of 1981. We did our best, and we 
did it for you. 

Thank you and may God bless you all. 

Deborah Holley 
EdHor 
1981 Ouarliilnnian 
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Headlines described the disturbances 

The headlines described the disturbances 
of the year: 

The drought forced prices to rise even 
more. Boycotting the Summer Olympics 

made us understand the consequences of de­
fending our morals. And whether we stood 
for conservatism in the form of Ronald Rea­
gan or thought Jimmy Carter deserved an­
other four year chance, we took our convic­
tions to the polls on November 4. 

But the biggest story by far came on 
January 20 as 44. 4 days of the hostages1 captiv­
ity came to an end. And at the same time 
President Reagan took the inaugural vows. 

We responded to these changes with 
style. 

To answer Russia's invasion of Afghani­
stan, the arrangements for the music tour to 

-

• .. . 
. PART OF OUR UNIQUENESS is a ~&tllt of the contributions of 
people from. Japan to Alaska. Missionary kide .and exchange stu­
dents ~fleet their culture .at the BSU international food fair. 

PART OF BEGINNING ANOTHER SEMESTER includes the haer­
sl.es of Ngittration, buying books and adjusting to classes. Sopho· 
mo~ Damona Robbins finde .a place in the check out line. 

the Soviet Union were cancelled. Instead, the 
groups adopted the name of the Sentimental 
Journey Singers and opted for a visit to the 
British Isles. 

As election day drew closer, we were 
urged to register at Clark County Courthouse 
or to vote absentee in our home towns. 

A day of debate in chapel proved the 
Young Republicans had emerged as an influ­
ential group in contrast to the still strong 
Democratic support for Carter. Yet, the com­
bined influences of the Moral Majority, the 
length of the hostages captivity and the gen­
era] trend toward conservatism built up to an 
overwhelming Reagan victory. And the SELF 
sponsored election party in the SUB banquet 
rooms added to the excitement. 

We couldn't help but take a personal in-
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ONE OF THE BIGGEST STORIES ofthe yeu came on November4 
as the Republicans made a sweeping victory throughout the nation. 
SELF sponsored an election party {n the banquet rooms to watch 
the returns . 

It's Our Style/299 




