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MINUTES 
Hopewell Church , Atkins, Ark., October 2, 1915. 

Pursuant to adjournment at last meeting, the Russellville Bap
tist Association convened at 10:00 o'clock a. m. in Its thirty-fifth 
annual session. The moderator being absent, the association was 
·alled to order by S. B. Barnett. Prayer by J. A. Myers. 

W. W. Robbins was elected temporary moderator and, the 
<'lerk being absent, S. B. Barnett ' was elected temporary clerk. 
W. F. Hall a r\ d Ardis Tyson were appo'inted reading clerks. 

Letters· were presented and re~d f tqm the following churches: 
ll;as t Point, Dove·r, Hopewell, Clarksville, Potts,ille, Big Piney, 
London, Kn oxville, Oa kland, Union Grove, Atkins, Cross Roads, 
Lamar, Providence, Trinity, Pittsburg. 14; 

On motion the temporary organization was made permanent. 
R. L. Loyd, who was a ppointed last year to preach the intro

d~t ctory sermon, being absent, S. B. Barnett was :;~.sked to preach, 
which he did, using as a text Matt. 16:19. 

The moderator announced the appointment of the following 
•·ommittees: 

Devotion-S. B. Barnett, Ardis Tyson, 0 . H. Reid. 
State Mi c: sions - J. S Rogers, W. F. Hall, H. Gerwein. 
Foreign Missions - W. E. Atkinson, .R. 0 . Mqrton, Z. ~M. 

1 .. 1.1on, J. C Forrest. ' ,. 
Chri:;tian Educa lion-M. E . Bur.;ess, J. S. Rogers, ·J. H. 

horton. 
Home Missions- E. B. Greener, 0 H. Reid, J. H. Moore. 
Arl juurn ed ti ll1:30 p. m. 
The association met at 1:30 p. m., pursuanf to adjournment. 

1 ,,, olional services were conducted by E. B. Greener. 
Letters were presented and read from Caglesville and Fair-f1-; 

111W churches. . . ,
1 

. 

Called for corresponding messengers, when J. A. Myers and 
I I llolland of United Association .were seated. 
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A petitionary letter was presented from Laurel church, and 
on motion the church was received, and the moderator extended 
to the messengers the right hand of fellqwship. 

The following corresponding messengers were appointed: To 
United Association-S. B. Barnett, F. M. Taylor; to Dardanelle 
Association- 0. H. Reid, W. F . Hall. 

The following visitors were recognized: J. S. Rogers, general 
secretary of the Arkansas Baptist. State Convention, and A. A. 
Neal of Center Point Association. 

The following committees were announced: 
Associational Missions-W. E. Atkinson, J . D. Williams, M. 

F. Riddle, M. E. Burgess. 
Publications-Ardis Tyson, 0 . J. Alexander, Jeff Woodard. 
Ministerial Education-J. S. Rogers, W. F. Hall, J. H Whor

ton, G. W. Jones, C. L Boyd. 
Orphans' Home- W. F. Hall, E . F. Brazell, G. R. Martin, 

Chas. B. Zachary. · 
Temperance-0. H. Reid, A. Beeson, R. L. Hartley, G. J. 

Anthony, John Zachary. 
Obituaries-J. J . Alewine, G. L. Ellison, Roy J ones, W. l\1. 

Weeks, Luther Richard. 
· Finance-R C. Horton, Frank Va.ughn, Guy Love. 

Sunday Schools-R. C. Horton, J. C. Forrest, W. W. Tanner, 
L. D. Williams. Lena Forrest. 

Foreign Missions 

The committee on Foreign Missions made their report, which 
was discussed by W. E. Atkinson, A. A. Neal and J . S. Rogers, 
and was adopted. It is as follows: 

Our foreign mission work is the effort on our part to carry out 
the last command of our Lord and Master to go into all the world 
and make disciples of all nations. The challenge of 1 he hour to a ll 
our churches i-; the J?resent call of our foreign mi:'sion work. The 
conditions of the world today are giving tremendous emphasis to 
the fact that all men need a simple New Testament religion The 
non-Christian nations ar~ awakening in a wonclerful w::~y ar.d en
quiring for the path of peace and the way of life. 'l'he doors a re 
wide open. The people are more accessible than ever before. The 
harvest fields are ripe and we should now thrust in the sickle and 
reap on a scale that will far transcend anything in the past. 
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The Foreign Mission Board, located at Richmond, Virginia, 
c•urnpoeed of eighteen local members and eighteen state members 
n•1 resenting each state in co-operation with the Southern Baptist 
I ~nnvention, is conducting work in Italy, Brazil, Mexico, Argen
t 1111, China, Japan and Africa. In these fields the missionaries 
n•ported last year 382 churches with 819 out-stations,·33,584 church 
'" mbers, 442 Sunday Schools with ,~?,959 scholars and 8,833 st~
dtlnts in mission schools, 384 of whi)m are in theological serriina
l'i s and training scho0ls preparing to preach the gospel to their 
own people. There are 300 missionaries on the fields, 20 of whom 
w re sent out during the past year, and a total of 651 native work
• ra. Notwithstanding · difficult conditions on many of the fields 
Pr\used bv the European war and the injury to the work in Mexico 
I rom chaotic political conditions 'in that country, 5,190 baptisms 
w re repor ted during the y~ar. · · 

The distressing financial conditions throughout the South cre
uled by the war in Europe caused a falling off in contributions to 
foreign rnissions last year. Many of the churches made heroic and 
acrificial efforts but some of them were not able to keep up their 

wmal contributions. This will make it more difficult for us to 
main tain the work this year. unless God's people meet the situation 
In a still more heroic spirit. The Convention iri Houston asked for 
nn apportionment of $624,000 for foreign missions this year. .E.v-, 
Pry·dollar of it will be needed to carry on the ·work successfully.' 
Our supreme task now should .be the raising of the apportionment 
u a minimum in every association and every state. We should not 
for a moment think of anything less and w~ must do more than 
I his if possible. 

We therefore recommend: 1 '• 1 
1. That we as an association undertake to raise for foreigl)· 

missions our full proportion of the above sum; that this amount be 
divided among the 'churches on an equitable basis; that we earnest
ly urge the churches to contribute the amount asked of them; that 
ach church inaugurate a plan of systematic weekly or monthly 

giving and remitting- for this cause so that the work may be taken 
·are of and debt and interest payinenfs 'may be avoiaed: 

2. That each pastor in the association appoint a committee in 
ach church of which he is pastor to canvass the membership with 

a view to securing a subscription to tlie Foreign Mission Journal 
in every Baptist family within our bounds, so that our people may 
be more fully informe4 as to o~r world-wide wo'rk. . ' 

Respectfully submitted. ·- W. E. Atkmson, 
Z. M. Jetton, 
R. 0. Morton, 

. I . J. C. Forrest, ~·· 
. Committee. 
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Publications 
The committee on Puhlications made their report, which wa 

briefly discussed and adopted. It is as follows: 
First, we recommend the reading of the Bible in a systematic 

way. For instance, take up one book and finish it; have stated 
hours to do the reading: sum up each chapter before beginning 
another. In this way the great truths are brought out and hetter 
understood; in this way we see the relations of chapter to chapter 
and book to book. 

We recommend the following literature: The Baptist Advance 
and The Baptist as Baptist papers, and Southern Baotist r,onv -- n
tion literature for Sunday Schools and Baptist Young Peo~l€: 's 
Unions. We_ also wish to call attention to the American Baptis t 
Publication Society, Philadelphia. Ardis Tyson, 

Adjourned till 7:00 o'clock. 

The Association met at 7:00 o'clock. 

0. J . Alexander, 
Jeff Woodard,. 

Committee. 

W. W. Robbins preached a great sermon on "FruitfulnesR," 
using for a text John 15:8. 

London and Union Grove churches were no·minated as places 
to hold the next session of the Association. A number of ~peeth
es were made in favor of each place. London was selected. 

R. L. Loyd was chosen to preach the introductory sermon at 
the next meeting of the Association and J. C. Hendrick was chos-
en: as alternate. . 

By motions the exer :!ses for S\lnday were arranged as ' fol
lows: Sunday School work in the morning, sermon on Missio"s at 
11:00, and Associational Missions at 2:00 p. m. 

Adjourned till 9:00 o'clock tomorrow. 

SUNDAY SESSIONS 
Sunday; October 3, 1915. 

Th~ Association met at 9:00 a m. pur suaut to adj"urnment. 
Devotional services _were conducted by T. D. Frasur 

Sunday Schools 
The committee on Sunday Schools made their report, which 

was ably discussed by Mrs. W. T. McCurry, W. E. Atkinson, J. S. 



·.: 

Missionary Sermon 
' • I -

The missiqna_ry serll}o~ · was pre~ched by J . S. Rogers, gen~er,al 
s;ecretary of the Baptist State Convention. He aunou·nced as his 
~ubjPct, "A New Testament Progrilm for Arkansas Bap.tists." 
lie discussed it under thre~ headings: Beneyolence, including -hos
pitals a,n d. orphanag~~; ':Education, including ··d~nominati0nal 
chools and colleges; Evangelism, includiqg a!3.§ociatiopai; -stat~, 

home and foreign missions:· though he only discussed state nifssions . 
. At the close of the sermowa cash collection- ·:\vas tak~n fm'- as-

ocia.Honal missions amounting to -$16.35·. H.'~s: B. Olive·r ·added 
$1.0~ lat~r. mliking $1~}5. .,;. .- . * 

},\djpurneq ~ill 2:p0 p. m. 1 ,, 

The Assocfu.tion m~t at 2:30 p. m. Devotional· ·services· were 
conducted by :f' C. Hendrick. 

· Associational Missions 
•· 

The repor.t of the Executive Committee appointed last year to 
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have charge of the associational mission work was read bv M. E. 
Burgess, and on motion the report was received. It is as follows : 

The Committee, with the co-operation of the State Board, em
ployed two missionaries, Bro. W. W. Robbins anJ Bro. D. B. 
Moore-Bro. ·Robbins at a salary of $1,000, $400 to be paid by th 
State Board and $600 by the Association; Bro. Moore at a salary of 
$600, to be paid by the State Board. These two missionaries hav 
labored faithfully and the Lord has blessed thf'ir work. Under 
their ministry there have been 152 conversions and 214 additions 
to the Baptist churches throughout the Association. We have paid 
Bro. Robbins in full and have a balance of $19 71; $6 00 of this is 
in the treasury and $13 71 in the hands of the former clerk, Bro. 
Womack. M. E. Burgess, 

W. E . Atkinson, 
0. H. Reid, 

Executive Committee. 
The committee on Associational Missions made their report, 

which wa~ discussed by W. W. Robbin!>, W. E. Atkinson, 0 . H. 
Reid, C. L. Boyd, J. C. Forrest, F. M. Taylor, E. B. Greener, and 
J. H. Moore and then adopted. It is as follows: 

The work of our Assochttional Committee this year has resul t
ed in much good 

L The activity shown has stimulated some of our churches to 
a renewal of effort in the preaching of the gospel, teach}ng in the 
Sunday Schools and training our young peo ·1le for service. 

2. Many churches which were hopeless have been led to call 
pastors an~ to hegin strong evangelistic efforts and to represent in 
this association. 

3. A number of churches have begun to contribute to our 
different departments nf wnrk ana are enthusiastic in the work. 

This has been done with the small efforts which your Com-
mittee was able to make More could h~ve been done if our peo-
ple had contributed generally. 

We recommend that each church be requested to take a <wllec
tion at once and urge each member to contribute, as a basis for 
'I.Ssociational missions for next year; that the morlerator appoint a 
~ommittee of three to act as an Executive Committee for this 
~-ork; that subscriptions ~nd pledges be taken here; that said 
=::ommittee employ such missionaries as the funds may justify, 
md that said Committee co-opPrate with the State Mission Board. 

W. E. Atkinson, 
M·. E. Burgess, 
M. F. Riddle, 
J. D. Willia.ms, 

Committee. 



'l'h ' Executive Committee provided for in the above report 
·u lll>P inted by the moderator and is composed of the following 

lo11 lh t·)n: M. E. Burgess of Lamar, W. F. Hall of. Russellville and 
I <J. Forrest of Dover. 

I ledges for associational missions were then taken as follows: 
Cross Roads church ... . ... ... .. .............. . .. ... , .. $ 5 00 
J . C. Forrest, Dover ..... - . ... .. .. . ... .. 5 00 
Hopewell church .. .. ...... .. .. ...... ... . 10 00 
Lau rel church 5 00 
A. C. Thompson, Russellville .... .. .. .. 5 00 
Scottsville church . ... ... . ... ... . 10 00 
Knoxville church .. ..... . ... ...... .. 25 00 
Atkins church . ...... .... . ... ... .... .. . . .. 25 00 
East Point church ...... . ... .. .. ... .. .. ... . .... ..... .5 00 
Lamar church . .. . .. .... .. . ... ... .. ... .... 25 00 

Total pledges .. ....... .. ........... ... . ... ........... $120 00 
Adjourned till 7:00 o'clock. 
The Association met at 7:00.- Devotional services were con

dtr ·ted by C. L. Boyd. 

Ministerial Education 
The committee on Ministerial Education made their report, 

vil ich was adopted without discussion. It is as follows: 
That the education of preachers is a wise course for Baptists 

proved by many New Testament facts. Jesus gave large time 
In the training and teHching of the twelve Apostles. Paul was the 
I11 •Rt educat ed man in his day. · Our Baptist fathers from the days 
ur Pa ul till now have believed and pr~cticed the doctrine of minis
lt•rial erlucation. 

This :Association honors and loves our preacher brethren who 
,•ould not go to school much and who have done and still will do 

,. at things in the kingdom; vet we must urge all of our young 
preachers as far as possible to get the best education they can. 
We recommend Ouachita College and our Seminaries. 

Your committee would urge also that all of our pastors be re
quested to preach on this subject and that all of our churches 
rnake annual offerings for the education of our young preachers 
nnd send the money to J. S. Rogers, Little Rock. 

J. S. Rogers, 
C. L. Boyd, 

of the Committee. 
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.Christian Education 

In some way the report on Christian Education was misplac d 
and was not read. However the clerk was by moti0n instruct d 
to say in the Minutes that.this Association considers education to 
be one of the greatest 'factors in our denominati0nal life and 
that it most heartily endorses Ouachita College at Arkadelphia 
and Central College at Conway and pledges to them its support. 
both in patronage ar,d finance. The benefits of these schools to 
Arkansas Baptists can never be overestimated.' 

President J. W. Conger of Central College delivered a great 
address on Education. 

In order to finish the business at; this session several report 
were read and adopted without discussi0n. They f01low: 

Home Missions 

The Home Mission Board in Atlanta, Georgia, is the great 
central agency of the Southern Baptist Convention through whic i-J 
our people address themselves as a unit to the task of saving the 
South. · 

We find that our Home Board is doing a great work along 
evangelistic lines. It reported 38,000 baptisms by its workers las t 
year and is doing a great work among undeveloped churches, 
building church houses, supporting mountain schools, etc. 
· We earnestly commend to our churches the support of the 

great work ' of home missions. E B. Greener, 

State Missions 

J. H. M.nore, 
Committee. '· 

The report on state missions was not read. The following 
facts were furnished by reques-t by Recretary Rogers and are giv
en here for the information of the brethren: 

State missions by the churches co-operating in the Baptist 
State Convention includes revival meetings in destitute places and 
in weak churches, baptizing, reviving and enlisting laggard 
churches, colportage, projecting and he I ping to build church hous
es, and aiding weak churches in supportir.~g pastors, raising churt h 
debts, Sunday School and BaiJtist Young People's Work, encourag
ing Woman's Work, anQ whatever else will send far and wid.e the 
pure gospel of Christ and upbuild the Baptist cause in this great 
State. 

In . 1914 the churches co-operating through the Convention 
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'~' t ' v<'d th kingdom as follows: missionaries employed, 47; days 
ltt l1or d, 10,123; miles traveled, 65,827; appointments, 74; sermons, 
r,, 1!)0; other addresses, 898; total sermons and addresses, 6,388; 
o•rvi s in homes, 1.812; conversions, 1,458; baprisms; 1,270; ad

d li ns, 804; to tal additior:1s, 2,074; amount raised for state mis
IOIIS, $12,262 75. 

T he amount .. of money needed to put the Executive Board of 
t hn BH ptist State Convention out of debt for missions at the State 
1 'on vPntion at Conway, November 18, 1915, is approximately 
:~: 10,000 . Send money to J. S. Rogers, Little Rock, Ark. 

Orphans' Home 

The crying ne t-'d and appeal of the many orpharis of our state 
hould find a h~arty resp{Jnse among the Baptists of Arkansas in 

l1o h prayerful and financial support. Two hundred and thirty-
1 children are now being cared for in the two homes, one at 

Montic .. llo with 196 children and one at Texarkana with 40 chil
dr n. Both institutions are in need of funds and assurance of am-
pi income. Men anti women who have been contributing have . 
not only heen caring for the physical nPed of unfortunate human
tt y, but their contributions have been converted into real charac
fpr and Christian manhood and woma.nh_ood. 

We recommend that our Sunday Schools set a~ide one Sun.day 
1n each month as Orphans' Home Day and that the collectioRs of 
th a t day be forwarded to the Orphans' Home. · 

. W. F . Hall, 

Finance 

G. R Martin, 
E. F. Brazell, 
Chas. B. Zachary, 

Committee. 

Your committee have received the following amounts in cash 
and have J!)aid the same to the clerk: 

For printing Minutes ..... ... . .. ............. ... ........... . ...... $33 20 
For state missions .. ..... .. . ... ............ ..... .... ......... 31 25 
For associational missions .. - ....... .... . ... ............ . .. ,.... .. · 4 00 
For Monticello Orphans' Home .. .. .. .... .... ... · · 77 
For Texarkana Orphans' Home .. .. ... .. .. .... ..... 2 02 

Total........... .. ......... ....... .... .. .... ..... ... .. .. ....... .... $71.24 
R. ·C. Horton, 
Frank Vaughan, 
Guy Love. 

Committee. 
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Resolutions 

Resolved 1. That we tender our sincere thanks to the church 
nd people of Hopewell for the splendid hospitality shown to u 
rhile among them. 

Resolved 2. That, we thank the moderator for his efficient 
ervices, and that the thanks of this body be extended to Dr. J. 
:. Rogers. to Mrs W. T. McCurry and to Dr. J. W. Conger for 
aluable assistance rendered by them. 

On motion the Association adjourned to meet with the London 
:aptist church at 10:00 o'clock on Saturqay morning next before 
he first Sunday in October, 1916. The congregation sang ''God 
:e With You Till We Meet Again," the messengers took the part
:lg hand and the thirty-fifth annual session of the Russellville 
:aptist Association passed into history. 

W. W. ROBBINS, Moderator 
S. B. BARNETT, Clerk. 

Ordained and Licentiate Ministers 

ORDAINED 

lllmon, Ernest, Pottsville, Ark. 
., 

~ower~. H. L., Gumlog 
~oyd, C. L., Simpson 
~reedlove, G. F. Russellville 
~urns, S. J., Lamar 
)aily, R. S., Russellville 
~reener, ·E. B., London 
laigwood, H. H , Clarksville 
lendrick, J. C., Dover 
,oyd, R. L., Gumlog 

MeM'&;::JJ. B :; J ~ 
Payne, S. H., Scottsville 
Reid, 0. H., Russellville 

, Robbins, W. W., Pottsville 
Walker, S., Clarksville 
White, F. M.,--

. Womack, B. R., Russellville 
Woodard, T. J., Cl3;rksville 

LICENTIATES 
Carter, Dave, Silex 
Friar, T. B.. Appleton 
Woodard, J. M., Clarksville 
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OUR DEAD 

-
Barefield, Sister Lillie, Russellville 

Butler, Sister Alice, East Point 

Blackford, Sister M. ~.,Trinity 

Hargis, Sister Addie, Russe~lville 

Howard, Brother Ben, Atkins 

Morton, Brother E. G., Pottsville 

Reid, Brother Ira, Trinity 

Shinn, Sister Nancy, East Point 

Swanson, Brother Henry, Atkins 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.~Rev. 14:13 . 

................................. 
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WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION 
) MINUTES 

The third annual meeting of the Woman's Missionary Union, 
comprising the Ladies' Aid and Missionary Societies of the church
es in the Russellville Baptist Association, met in the Hopewell 
.School House for worship, in connection with the thirty-fi fth an
nual meeting of the Russellville Association, October 2, 1915 

The presiden t being absent, Mrs. W. L Oates was chosen 
president for the time.~ Devotional exercises were led by Mrs. W. 
·L. Oates and prayer was offered by Mrs: W. T. McCurry. 

Permanent Organization: Mrs. W. L. Oates was elected Presi
'dent and Mrs. M. E. Burgess was elected Secretary. 

Reports fr_9m the societies were called for. The societfes rep
resented were· as follows: Atkins, Clarksville; Dover, Pottsville, 
Russellville, Trinity . .:-· 

The following program was rendered: 
A paper was ·fead by Mrs. W. L. Oates ~ · 
Song: "Ne¥er, My God, to Thee.'' .. 
The r2mainder of. the afternoon was taken up by Mr.:< . W. T. 

McCurry, who delive1ed a:n interesting address on Personal Service. 
The follow~ng officers wer~: elected: 
President-Mrs. W. L. Oates, Russell ville. -
Vice President-Mrs. ·M-: E. . Burgess, Lamar. 
Secretary-Tr~~ur~r-Mrs. _§.._ .B._ ~a~!lett, .A,.tkins. 
Superintendel} t-Mrs. A. S. Ha,ys, ~ussell ville. 
Closing prayer by Mr·s.: W. T. McCurr-y. . 
Adjourned to meet next year with the London Baptist church. 

MRS. W. L. OATES, President: 
MRS. M. E. BURGESS, Secretary. 

· ,. 

-- ~ ... ...... .. ._,.,., ..... _~,.._.~·r· ,.., ... .,. . ... ~;.. . ,..... , ,: 
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MESSENGERS, PASTORS AND CLERKS 

Churches Messengers Pas tors Clerks P. 0. of Clerks 

Atkins ............ . - ~ -- 0 J Alexander, S B Barnett, A Beeson ___ S B Barnett_ _____ J R Roberts ______ Atkins, Ark. 
Bi~ Pin~y ..... .. ___ _ W W ~anner, C B Zachary _________ ____ C L Boyd ____ ____ Anna Zachary ____ London. 
Caglesv1lle . . .... .! • . J eff B1ffie, R C Horton ______ ------------ R LLoyd ________ R C Horton ___ .. Caglesv1lle 
Clarksville .... .. .. W E Atkinson ____ ... __ .. _____ ______ ______ Mrs L A Johnson Clarksville 
Cross Roads . -- ~-- J H Moore ........... . .. .. ---- --------- S.J Burns _______ Annie Burgesa,_ __ London 
Dov:er . .. ... -- ------ J C Forrest, Lou Kirk~cey, F M Taylor __ J C Hendrick ____ F M Taylor ..... .... . Dover 
East Point .. .. .. .. . E B Greener, 0 H Reid, J H Whorton ___ 0 H Reid ________ J H Whorton ........ London 
Fairview ......... WFVaughan -~- - ___ __ ____ ___________ HL Bowers ....... DRGrant __ ___ Gumlog 
Hopewell ________ J J Alewine, G ·r.; Ellison, Ardis Tyson . ___ S B Barnett.. __ __ Ardis Tyson ___ ___ Atkins 
Knoxvil le ___ .. ____ H Gerwein, Lyclia Gerwein ____ ... __ .... ___ W W Robbins .. ___ Lydia Gerw('in . __ Knoxville 
Lamar _ ----- ____ ME Burgess, Mrs ME Burgess ......... .. ... W W Robbins ____ M I ~ Burgess __ ___ Lamar 
Laurel ___________ C L Boyd, Sam Burch, R S Ross ___ ___ __ _ J T Payne _______ R B Hogan _____ Scottsville 
London ----- - ---- G R Martin - --------- --- --- --------- -- - W W Robbins ...... J F Price Jr ... .... .. .. London 
Oakland ___ ___ __ __ Z M Jetton ___________ . _____________ . _____ S J Burns _____ _ 0 W Blackford ___ Lamar 
Pittsburg -------- Maggie Brown, J D Williams--- --------- S J Burns ... ____ Maggie Brown ___ Lamar 
Pottsville -------- R 0 Morton, W W Robbins -------- -- -- -- W W Robbins ... .. . RO Morton ........ Pottsville 
Providence - ----- J E Cromer ...... · .. ________ .. .... ..... ____ D B Moore .. ____ ... C X Crotts .. .. __ ___ Silex 
Russellvil'le ...... W F Hall, J W Reynolds, A C Thompson . A C Thompson ___ Russellvi-lle 
Scottsville .. ______ J B Curtis, Syndia Johnson, H F Spillers R L Loyd ___ ..... __ H F Spillers ... .... . ,Scottsvl-·lle 
Trinity. __ ______ __ E F Brazell', M FRiddle, L D Williams __ E F BrazeL ........... Clarksville 
Union Grove ......... ~uy '~ove, W C Swift, W M Weeks ______ D B Moore ........... 

1

w C Swift_ ___ ___ Harmony 

Ch,urches Not Represented: Bald Hill, Bayou, Blackville, ·corinth, Friendship, Piney German, Spadra. 
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Constitution 

t i le· Ill I. This body shall be known as the Russellville Baptist Association. 
rl . ::!. It shall be composed of Messengers sent from Baptist Churches, 

"" .,, l.n b in good standing. Each church with fifty members or less, shall be 
oolll l"d to lhr e Messengers One hundred members shall entitle a church to 
'" Mo •HH •ngers. And churches with more than one hundred members shall be 

•til l lo •d to one Messenger for every succeeding hundred.-
/\ r l. ll. The officers shall. be a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be 

lo' l••d l>y ballot, unless otherwise ordered by a two-third vote, at each annual 
1111, 110d sha ll continue in office until their successors are chosen. 
1\ rl. 4. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside over the body, ac-

'' oliii J' to pa rliamentary usage. The clerk shall keep a correct record of the 

'

""''"' 'dings, attend to the printing and publication of the Minutes, keep a regu
" 1111' of the printed Minutes of every session of this body, and deliver over 
l11 11111 to his successor in office. The Treasurer shall take charge of the 
11nol oC the Association, holding them subject to an order from the body. 

1\ rt. 5. The objects of the Association shall be, 1st. To promote fellowship 
nltHIIII{ the churches, secure unanimity of faith, and cultivate the piety of its 
uto ·nth •rs. 2d. To labor for Domestic and Foreign Missions; and for the estab-
11 lutu•nt of Sabbath Schools in all the churches. 3d. To encourage the circula
tl"n nnd reading of Baptist Literature. 4. And a special object shall be to en
' oollt'nge and provide assistance for the Education of the rising Ministry, and for 
tit o purpose to establish an institution of learning in our midst, as soon as prac
llo•llhle. 

/\ r t 6. This body shall, in no case, interfere with the internal regulations 
oo l 1 h churches, but will act as an advisory council, whenever it may be neces-
" ry. It claims, however, authority over its own .members- the Messengers of 

lito• ·hurches, and will withdraw from and disown all churches that depart from 
lit•• principle of this compact, by becoming heterodox in faith or disorderly in 
I"'IL'lice. 

Art. 7. Newly organized churches or churches dismissed from other Asso
' 1111ions may be admitted into this body upon their petitioning by letter and 
M ··~sengers at our annual meetings, and by their Messengers agreeing to the 
ult t t·act-of principles herewith published. 

Art 8. Churches may be dismissed from this Association upon applica-
11111' , at an anrmal meeting, for the purpose of joining any body which we rec
" 11ize, or. for the purpose of forming a new Association; but any church desir
lnK to withdraw from this Association, is requested to do so by applying for a 
lo•l.ter. 

Art. 9. A quorum to do busin~ss in this Association shall consist of at 
l<•ttSt two thirds of the Messengers who may assemble at its session. 

Art. 10. This Constitution may be altered, or amended, at any regular 
111 eting of this Association, by the concurring voice of two-thirds of the mem-
l ~t•rs wlio are in attendance. · 

NOTE- The above Constitution was copied from the Minutes of 1902. . A 
lo•w slight typographical errors have been corrected. If any one Knows of any 
umendments that have been adopted, let him mention it at next meeting. In 
1 he Minutes of 1902 this Constitution was headed "By-Laws," and the follow
Ing printed at the bottom: " By-Laws adopted are same as those adopted by 
Land Mark Association. " -Clerk. 

Declaration of Faith 
1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, 

11.nd is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, 
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salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matt 1' ; 
that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us ; and therefore is, and 
shall remain to ·the end of the world, the true centre · of Christian union. and 
the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions should 
be tried. · 

2. We believe that there is one, and only one, living and true God, an in· 
finite , intelligent Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supreme Rul ,. 
of Heaven and Earth, inexpressibly glori()us in holiness, and worthy of. a lL pos
sible honor, confidence- and love; th.at in the unity of the Godhead there ar • 
three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost; equal in every divin 1 

perfection, ·and executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of 
redemption. · · 

3. W e believe that man was created in holiness, under the law of his Mak
er· but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state; in con
sequence of which all manki':d are now si!lners, no~ by constraint bu.t choi ce; 
being by. nature utterly v01d of that holiness reqmred by the law of Gcd, pos
itively inclined to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to e terna l ruin, 
without defence or excuse. 

4. We believe that the salvati >n of sinners is wholly of grace; through t he 
Mediatorial offices of the Son of God; who by the appointment of the Father, 
freely ·took upon him our nature, yet without sin; honored the divine law by his 
personal obedience, and by his death made a full atonement for our sins ; th a t 
having risen from the dead, , he is now enthroned in heaven;· and uniting in his 
wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with divine perfections, he is every 
way qualified t? be a suitable, a compassionat~, and ~n all - s~fficient Saviour. 

5. We beheve that the great gospel blessmg whrch Chnst secures· t o such 
as believe in him is Justification; tnat Justification includes the pardon of sin , 
and the promise of eternal life on -principles of righteousness~ · that it is bestow
ed not in consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done but 
soiely through faith in the Redeemer's blood; by virtue of which faith his' per
fect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that it brings us into a state 
of most blessed peace and favor with God, and secures e:very other blessing 
needful for time and eternity. . 

6. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the 
Gospel ; that it is the immediate duty of all to 'l.Ccept them by a cordial peniten t 
and obedient faith; and that nothing · prevents the salvation of the g reatest 
sinner on earth, but his own inherent depravity and voluntary re jection of t he 
Gospel; which rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation. , 

7. We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated, or 
born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; 
that it is effected in a manner above our COJT!prehension by the power of -the 
Holy Spirit, in connection with _Divine truth,_ so as to securE! our voluntary obe
dience to the Gospel; and that 1ts proper ev1dence appears m the holy fruits of 
repentance, and f aith, and newness of life. . · 

8. We believe that Repentance· and Faith are sacred duties, and also in
separable .graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of God· 
whereby being deeply c·onvinced of our ~ruilt, danger and helplessness, and of 
the way of salvation ·by Christ, we turn. to God with unfeigned contrition, con
fession, and supplica tion for mer cy ; at the same time heartily receiving .t!;le 
Lorp J esu.s Christas our: Prophe~, Priest and King, and relying on , him alone 
as the orily and all -suffic1ent Savwur. 

9. W e believe that Election is the eternal purpose of God, according to · 
which he graciously· regenerates, sanctifies, and saves sinners; that bein& per
fectly c?nsis~ent with the fre~ a~ency of m3;n: it co~prehends all the means in 
connectiOn w1th the end ; that rt rs a most glonous d1splay of God's sovereign 
goodqcss, being infinitely free, wis~,. holy and unchangeable ; that it utte~·ly ,ex
cludes boasting, and promotes hum1hty, love, prayer, praise, trust in God, an!;! 
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1111 ltd ion of his fr e mercy ; t hat i t encourages t he use of means in .the 

lit I lit• ,. '1' ; Lho.t it may be ascertained by its effects in all ' who truly believ·e 
1 '" ptd ; th~tL it is the foundation of Christiar assurance ; and t hat to ascer -· . 

" 1 w lit 1· •gard to ourselv;es demands and deserves the utmost dilligence·. 
Ill Wt• h •lie ve t hat Sanctificati{)n is the process by which, according t o 
· II ul' ;oct, w are made par takers of his .holiness ; that it is a progres.sive 

d lltu L i L i . b g un in regenera_tion; and that it is carried on in the hearts of 
II• ' ,. by the presen·ce and power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Com-
1• 1 , in Lh continua l use of the appointed meanR-especi.ally, the Word of 
I o•ll'· ••xnmination, self-denial, watchfulness and prayer . . 
II W 'believe that such only are real believers as endure unto the end; 

tl lli1•h· p rsevering att acno:nent to Christ is the gral')d mark which distin
tl It" I h •m f rom supe rficial professors; that a special providence watches . 
• 1 1111'11' w !.fare ; and .they are kept by the power of God .through · faith unto 
I 111 1111. • . 

I ' W believe that the Law of God is the eternal and · unchangeable rule 
I ltl tliUI'>\1 government; that it is holy, just, and good; and that the inability 
lolo II I h crtpt ures ascribe to fallen m'en to fulfill its precepts, arises entirely 

• '"' lh ·it· love of sin; to deliver them from which, and to.restore· them through 
lo•olln L t· to unfeigned obedience to the holy Law, is one great .end of the Gos-

1. unol f t he Means of Grace connected with the establishment of the visible 
'"''''It, . 1:1 We believe that a visible church of Ghrist is· a c1ngregation of baptiz-
1 l"•llnv r , associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship .of the Gospel; 
), •·r·v1ng the ordinances of Christ; ··governed by his Jaws; and exercising the 
111 , t·ights, ana privileges invested in them by his word; that its Ol')ly script- , 

II ul llfll ·ers are .Bishops or Pastor s and,. Deacons, 'whose qualifications, claims 
"" ri11Lie ar e defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus. 

1·1. We believe that Christian Baptism 'is the immersion in water of a be-
lt ,.,., into the name bf the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: to show forth in sol-

11111 nnd beautiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, 
II h Its effect, in our death to sin and resurrection t'> a -new life; that it is pre
•jliiHite to the privileges of a chul"ch relation ; and to the Lord's Supper, in 
lti<'h the members of the church, by the sacred use of bread and wine, ar~ t o 
'""'' •morate together the dying love, of Christ; preceded always by solemn 
II t'·xamination. 

IIi. We believe that. the first day of the week is the Lord's Day, or Christ-
1111 H1tbbath; and is· to be kept sacred to religious purposes, by abstaining from 

ni l Pcular labor _and sinful recreations; by the devout observance of all the 
'''' uns of grace, both private and public; and by preparation for that rest that 
" 1111dneth for the people of God. 

IG. We believe that Civil Government is of Div;ine appointment, for the 
"''"'Os ts and good order of human society; and that magistrates are to be pray
ol l'or, conscientiously honored, and obeyed, except only in things opposed to· 

tho will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is. the only Lord of the conscience, and 
tltn I rince of the kings of the earth. . · . 

17. We believe that there is a radical and essential difference between the 
11 It Leous and the wicked; · that such only as through faith are justified in the 
"'"'' of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are truly right
' nth! in his esteem; while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in 
II sight wicked, and under the curse; and this distinction holds among men 
!roth in and after death 

18. We believe that the end of this world is approachin2'; '. that at the Last 
llny, Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the dead.from the grave to 
llt11d retribution; that a solemn separation will then take place; that the wicked 

Ill be adjudged to endless punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and 
lltat this judgment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or hell, on 
jll'inciples of righteousness. 
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