


MINUTES
Of the Ninth Annual Session of Wolf Bayon  \ssocia.
tion of General Baptists, Held With Antioch Church,
Cleburn County, Arkansas, September 3 and 4, 1909,

The association was called to order by the moderator,
Klder J. W. Foust. Singing by congregation and
prayer by Bro. The wtroductory sermon was
preached by Elder J. W. Foust, followed by Elder W.
K. Arnold from 1st Cor, 15:19,

The association adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock p. m.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON.

Called to order by the moderator.  Singing by cou-
gregation and prayer by Brother Cobb., - Then the asso-
ciation was organized by ciecting Eld, J. W, Foust
Moderator and A, K. Stone Clerk.

The first item of business was the appointing of com-
mittees by the modermtor,

Committee on Divine Services.—J. W, Stone, F. Foust
and 1%, C. Ramer.

Committee on Credentials.—J. R. Nelson, J. C. Math-
eny and M. M. Mason,

Then called for letters from the several churches
composing the Wolf Bayou associntion. Evening Shade,
Liberty, Antioch, Hickman Chapel and Walnut Grove
churches gave in letters which were read and received
und the delagntes seated, after which the call for new
churches was made.  Mill Springs echurch presented o
letter which was received and the delegntes seated and
given the right hand of fellowship.

The following cominitteces were appointed:
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On Sunday-school—W. E. Armold, E. E. Osborn, J.
B. Cobb.

On Prayer Meeting—Mart House, J. B. Scroggens, J.
M. Tlmtcilor.
mCorres;xnulence—ll. Martin, R C. Clements, Jucob

\gur.

Requests, Queries and Resolutions—West Martin, J.
C. Matheny, W, E. Arnold.

On Finance—Albert Southerdand, 3. [ White, Bro.
Butfornd.

By mwtion aiud secotul the Friday evening session ad-
journed to meet at 10 o'clock Saturday morning. Closed
with singing by congregation and prayer.

Preaching at night by Elder Mart IHouse, followed
by Elder Matheny.

SATURDAY MIRNING SESSION.

The association was called to order by the nmderator.
Singing by congregation aixl prayer by Bro. Thatcher.

Committec on Sun.ly-school made the following re-
port:

We fully endorse a good Sunday-schonl, and we be-

lieve that each church should keep up n Sunday-school
all the tine.

Beport received and adopted and the committee dis-
charged.
Committee on Resolutions nude the folhhwing report:

Firat, that we as General Baptists endorse all ortho-
dox baptism and no other.

Report adopted.

_On Queries—First, “Is man under any of the Adawmic
sin or not?”’

By motion and second the query was tabled.

2, Does this association endorse Sunday-school lit-
er.ature or not? ,

13 motion and second it was decided in favor of lit-
vrature.

3. What is considered orthodox baptisin by this as-
sociation?

It was resolved that orthodox baptism is one who is
baptized by immersion after he has been regenerated
and vorn of the Spirit of God.
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1. Resolved, That this association require the dea-
cons of the several churches to look after the interests
of the ministers of the gospel more in the future than
they have in the past.

Resolved, That the delegites composing this associa-
tion tender their heart-felt thanks o the brethren and
sisters and community at large for the kindness shown
them during their stay among them; and also to the
Missionary Baptists for their house and kindness to us_

All the above resolutions and queries were received
and adopted and the committee discharged.

Committee on Prayer-meeting made the following re-
port:

We believe that all churches should keep np a good
prayer-meeting at all times, as a o eans of leading souls

to God and building up the charch of Christ.

Report received and adopted and  the committee dis-
charged.

On motion and second, adjonrned for 11 o'clock serv-
ices.  Stand was filled by Klder J. R, Nelson, followed
by Elder Arnold. Text, James 2:9.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON,

The afternoon session was called by singing by con.
gregation and prayer by Bro. Mart Touse,

In the absence of the moderator, Brother Nelson was
chosen to fill the chair as moderator.,

Committee on Correspondence report that they think
it the duty of this association to correspond with all
other sister associations

Report received and adopted and the committee dis-
charged,

Committee on Credentials reported that they find all
credentials all O, K.

Report received and adopted and the committee dis-
vhiarged. :

Committee on Finance reported that they tfind donat-
ed as Minute fund §6.92.

Report received and committee discharged.

Next item was selecting a place to hold the nextasso-
cintion, and the following places were put in nomina.
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tion: Mill Springs, Walnut Grove and Hickman Chapel.
It was voted to go to Hickman Chapel; to meet on Fri-
day before the first Lord’s day in September, 1910, at &
o'clock a. m.

Elder J. W, Foust was elected to preach the intro-
ductory sertnon at our next coming together and Bro.
Arnold alternate.

Adjourned tor night services.  Closed by singing, and
prayer by Bro. Tacoh Hager.

Night Services.—Preaching by Eld. J. B. Cobb, fol-
lowed by J. F. Gotf. Text, Matt, 2x:20,

After preaching, the Lord’s Supper and washing of
the saints’ feet was attended to.

Then the 'resbytery ordained Bro. Mart [House.

The parting hand was then given until our next com-
ing together. So ended one of the best and happiest of
meetings.

ELD. J. W, FOUST, Moderator.
A C.STONE, Clerk.

CLERKS AND ADDRESSES.

Evening Shade—A. C. Stone, Shiloh, Ark.

Mill Springw—J. II. Thatcher, Jamestown, Ark.
Hickman Chapel—E. E. Osman, Brudford, Ark.
Walnut Grove—Elizabeth Cobb, Newport, Ark.
Antioch—Albert Southerland, Ida, Ark.
Liberty—J. B. Scroggens, Dennark, Ark.

DELEQATES.

Evening Shade—J. W. Stone, R. C. Ramer, Isaac
Hootou.

Hickman Chapel—Brother and Sister Clements, Bro.
an | Sister Osman.

Antioch—Mark Reed, E. F: Foust, J. W. Martin,
Henderson Martin, A. H. Southerland.

Liberty—J. B. Scroggens, Jacob Hager.
. Blllnll Springs—J. A. Thatcher, N. M. Mason, Ira Buf-
ord.

Walnut Grove—J. B. Cobb.

New Hope—Not represented.
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CONSTITUTION.

1. This association shall be compoard of such measengers as shail be
chosen by the differeat chorclies compoging this association, thoucht most
fit for that purpose and sent with leltern testifytng 10 their sppointment to
represent them in the gesocintion, who shall be entitied to seats; ministers
deacons, licentiates and clerke inclu .ed.

2, The officer of this asenciation wheo properiy orgunised shall con-fstof
a moderator and clerk, who rhall be chosen by the suftrage of the members
prenent, The doty of the moderator shalt be to keep the association in or-
der, state questions fairly and take their minds thereon;to have the lLiberty
ol speech as other memrbers, providing his seat be filled, to have no vote
unless the association be equally divided, in which case he shall have the
deciding vote. The duty of the clerk shall be to keop a fair record of all the
proceedings of the association.

3. lo the letters from the several churches shall e expressed their re-
spective number of memners 1a fellowship, and the number received, dis-
missed, exciuded and died since the sitling of the last association, and day
of ehurch meeting.

4. No query snall be recelved by this assotiation (rom any chureh unlese
1t has been acted on in ssid ¢l urch and cannot be setiled, Ia which case the
associstion shall take up the rame and act oa it.

8. Every oburch (o the association shal] be entitied to a representation of
any aumber not exceoding mix.

8, Every motion made and seconded shall be acted on unless withdraws
by the mover.

7 The association ehall not have the power to lord it over God's herit-
age 50 a8 (o infringe oo any of the internal rights of the churches; never-
theless we sgree that the churches composing thia association shall stand
in the same relation to esch other in this association thatl individuals do te
each other in the churches; thal ls Lo say, it 8 charch trespass agaiast &
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sister church, the church injured shall try to reclaim them by goepel ateps;
il they caonot be reclaimed they <hall be dropped from our umoa.

8. 'We agree 10 do all business by a majority of the members present.

9. Any church may be aimitted into this associstion by Jetter and deles
aste, )f upop proper examination 1t s fourd (o be orthodox aand orderly;
such admiesios arall be manites ed by the moderator giving the right
hand of fellowsip (3 the delegates thereof.

10 Thin asnociation shall have power to a1t an an a (visory counci ; to give
churches all necesasry advice 1o matters of difficulty; to 1nquire Ioto the
cause why chun-hes neglect to represent themnclves 10 this association; to
appoint any member or members, by and with his or their consent, to
transact any business they may deem necenasry; to 1nvite any brethren 1n
the ministry to a seat with the association; to adjourn the assoc'ation to
any time and place that may be thought neceseary; to exclude from hie
reat any member who will nat confurm to the Rules of [lecorum, and shafl
report his or their condact to the church from which he or they were del-
egates.

1l Where s churrh has a desron that they desjre the ordinatioo of, they
are suthorizsd tn have it done at any time or place where a preabytety can
be found.

12 This constitution e pot to be allered without a majority of three.
fourthe of the memhers compnaiog this body, Bat if any person after b--
coming a member shali barame dissatisfied veith oy part of this constitu.
Lion or articles of farth, he ahall e entitlied 10 a letter of dysmission, 1! ID
fellowship 10 his own chureh.

RULES OF DECORUM
1. The assu.iation, when coavened, shall be opened and closed by sing-
ing and prayer.
3. Only one persop »ha)! apesk at a time, who shall rise 1o his feet and
address the moderator.

3. The person thue speaking shall not be interrupted (n rpeech, except
by the moderntor, untif he getn throughs nar shsll the moderator interrupt
him unlese he break order,

4. The person speaking shall adhere to the question, and shall 1n o wise
cast perropal reflections on any person who may have spoken before him.

5. No perron shall speax more tnan tirre times on the same subject
without leave of the asso ‘ialion.

6. Members shall addreas each other by the appellation of Brother or
Brethren,

7. Nomember shall laugh or whisper in time of public speech.

8  No member of this arsociation shall abaent himself when the assocts-
tion is sitting i conference without leave of the moderalor,

9. No member shall spaak longer than fifteen mibutes at any one time
without jeave of the arscciation,

10. Aoy member who shall knowingly break any of theee rules shall be
reproved by the mnderatsr, according to the direction of the associatlon.



_7——
ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We belleve the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
tamenis are the infallible Word of God, and the only safe
rule of faith and practice.—2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter
1:20-21.

2. That there Is but one llving and true God, and in the
Godhead, or divine essence, Father, Son and Holy Ghost.—
Deut. 4:39; 1 Cor. 8:4; 1 John 5:20.

3. That we are fallec and depraved creatures, and can
not extricate ourselves {rom our fallen situation by any
abllity we possess by nature.—Rom. 6§:12-20; Rom. 3:10-12.

4. That Salvation, Regeneration, Sanctification, Just}-
ficatlon and Redemption are by the life, death, resurrection,
ascenslon and Intercession of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.— Acts 4:12; Heb. 10:10.

5. We beliave that he that shall endure to the end, the
same shall be saved.—Matt. 22,

6. That the joys of the righteous and the punishment
of the wicked shall be eternal.—Matt. 25:46.

7. We believe that baptism, the Lord’s supper and
washing of saints' fcet are the ordinances of Jesus Christ
appointed In the church, andthat none but true bellevers
are proper subjects, and that the only true mode of bapo-
tism 18 Immersion.—On '~y *ratt. 3:15: Rom. 6:4;
Acts 8:38; Col. 2:12. The Supper, Matt. 26:27; Mark
14:22; Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 23:24; washing of feet, John 3:
4-17: 1 Tim. 5:10; 1 Peter 2:21.

8. We belleve In the sanctity of the first day of the
week—ar lord’s Day—and It ought to be observed and
spent in the public or private worship of God, and on it we
should abhstain from our worldly concerns, except in case
of necesslty or mercy.—Ex. 20:8; Acts 20:7; Mark 2:27-28.

9. We belleve In the resurrection of the body, both the
just and the unjust, but every one in his own order—those
who have done good, to the resurrection of life; and those
who have done evil, to the resurrection of damnation; and
that God hath appolnted a day in which he wlll judge the
world in righteousnecss by Jesus Christ.—Acts 24:15; 1Cor.
15:16-17; John 65:29; Matt. 25:32-41; Acts 17:31.

10. That it s our duty :o be tender and affectionate
to one another, and to study the happlness of the people of
God in general, and to be singly engaged to promote the
honor and glory of God.— Rom. 12:10.

11. We bellieve that Jesus Christ, by the grace of God,
tasted death for every man, and that none can partake of
His divine benefits only by repentance toward God, and
faith In the Lord Jesus Christ. (Infants and idlots except-
ed, they being In cluded in the covenant of God's grace.)—



—8—

Heb. 2:9: John 3:16; 2 Cor. 6:15: 1 John 2:2; John 3:38.

12. We belleve that the Lord Jesus Christ Is the door
into the church, and that baptism i3 a duty in answer to a
good consclence.—St. John 10:9.

13. \We belleve that the Lord’s people are one in Him,
therefore should be one at Hlis table.—1 Cor. 12:13; St.
John 17:11, 21, 22; Matt. 26:, 27, 28.

FORM OF CHURCH LETTER.

The......... church of General Baptists unto Wo!f Bayou as-
sociation. We acc all in peace. We have elected the follow-
ing brethrem (> «it with you in council when convened with
...... of Generat [iaptists at ......... on the day before the......
Sunday in September, 190.... brothers A und C.  We pray you
receive them  We have had the lahors of Bid. ........ the past
year, and have chosen Bld...... for the ensuing year, and.. ...
church clerk  Qur statistics are as follows: Received by
letter ....... : by experience aud baptisin....... .; by recommen-
dation ........ i dimissed by letter ... s excluded ..., ; died...... ;
ordained w uisters. ..... liccntiates. ... ; our postofllces .........
day of mret-ng is on Saturday before the ... Sunday in each
month. Done by order of the church atits........mecting.
Total ndmber of members in good standing......... ¢ our contris

bution is §........
Eld. ........ , Moderator, ........ . Clerk"

FORM OF DISMISSION LETTER.

We. the General Baptist Church of Christ, at ......... now in
session, do certifly that our beloved A or B, is a member with
us and ‘n full fellowship up to date of their dismission, and as
such is dismissed from us when joined to another church. This
done by order ot the church, when in sesslon this......... in

......... Jgi.
.................. Moderatar, ......... ........Clerk.

Form of Petitionary Church Letter.

The church of tieneral Baptista was brought luto
church capacity by Eld«. A B and C D, on the following
class of members; Ry letter —; recommen {ation —; exper-
fence and baptism —; tutal —. ReCelved sin=e arganizition,
By letter —; by recommendation —; experience and bvap-
tiem—. Dismis<ed by letter—; num. ex ‘luded—; total mem-
bership—. We are ail in peace, and hsve chio-en lOllowing
brethren, D E and B H (o bear this petitionary letter and
sit with you lo couucil. We pray you receive them, We
bave ordiined mijnisters ; licentintes QOur day of
meeting jo Baturday before the Lord's day in each month,
We have'chosen Eld. G H for our pastor the ensuing year,
and Bro. E C for chureb clerk.  Our postoffice i+ . Total
pumber members fu gond stnoding—; Contribution money—
This done by order ¢f the church at [ts — mretlug.

E I, Churcb Clerk. Eld E D Maoderator.
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