
MINUTES 
OF TilE 

ELEVENTH AN~UAL SESSION 
01' TilE 

CONCORD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
lfKLD WITH 

CEDAl~ GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH, 

SCOTT COUNTY, ARKANSAS, 

September 24th, 26th and 27th, 1881. 

OFFICERS: 

E. L. COMPERE, Moderator. J. A. KEITH, Secretary. 
WM. M. HOLLAND, Treasurer. 

'!'he next SeH•ion will oe held with the l<'ri<•IHlship Church, llllyton, He!Ju~tinn 
county, Ark., Qn Saturday before tlJ!t·u Snmluy in Scptmu!J<·r, 188'2. 

LITTL~~ ROUI\ : 

1881. 



MINUTES 
OF THE 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
OF '£HE 

CONCORD BA.PTIST 11\.SSOCIATION, 
H ELD WITH 

CEDAR GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH, 

S COTT COUNTY, ARKANS AS, 

September 24th, 26th and 27th, 1881. 

OFFICERS : 

E. L. COMPERE, Moderator. J. A. KEITH, Secretary. 
WM. M. HOLLAND, Treasurer. 

The n ext ScsBion will b e h eld wi t h the Friendship Chur ch , Dayton , Sebastian 
county, Ark., on Sat urday befor e thir d StuHlay in Septem ber, 1882. 

LITTLE ROCK : 
PRJXTED DY )IITCIIEI.L .!1 DETT! S, S'l'A'l'E PlUNTE liS, 

1881. 



MINUTES 

OF THE 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
OF TilE 

Concord Association of Western Arkansas, 
CONV:&l\E D WITH 

Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Scott County, Arkansas, 

On Saturday, the Z4tb day of September, and contlmted until tbe 27tb of 
September, 1881. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder J . J . Hol
land, from 1st Corinthians, 6th chapter, 19th ana 20th verses. 

It is desirable that all the Churches will appreciate the teach
in~! and instructive suggestions of the speaker. 

Elder B. C. Owen followed with a f ew brief remarks, full of 
practical worth. 

Elder E. L. Compere led in prayer. 
Adjourned one hour for refreshments. 
Benediction by ElderS. J. Fuller. 
At 2 o'clock P. 111., the Messengers met in the church-house. 
Prayer by Elder J. W. Miller. 
'.fHE CoMMITTEE ON PREACHING-The Pastor and Deacons of 

Cedar Grove Church, R. H. Cook, Elder B. C. Owen and J. 
,V. Cross. 

Elders W. H. Holland and J. M. Ledbetter, were appointed 
Reading Clerks, to read the letters from the Churches. 

P etitionary Churches were called for. 
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Glendale and Burnsville came forward· with Letters and Mes
sengers. The letters were read, and, on motion, were received, 
and the hand of fellowship given their messengers and they 

seated in this body. 
On application, Eldee L. H .. McClendon was invited to a 

seat as Messenger from Oak Bower Church. 
On motion, proceedeu to the election of officers for the 

present session. 
Dr. J. F. Fuller, Elder L. H. McClendon and H. H. Mou

ser, were appointed to superintend the election, which resulted 

as follows: 
Moderator-E. L. Compere. 
Secretary-J. A. Keith. 
Treasurer-W. H. Holland. 
The Moderator appointed the following committees: 
ON EnucATION-M. K. Pitts, 'Ym. Bridgman and J. H. 

Baker. A 

ON PunLICATION-J. A. Keith, S. J. Fuller and James Ed
monson. 

ON FoREIGN Ali.TD IxnrAN MisSIONs-J. J. Holland, B. C. 
Owen and H. H. Mouser. 
o~ SABBATH SciiOOLS-J. M. Ledbetter, _J. N. Pennington 

and J. D. Aultman. 
ON Dor.IEsTIC MrssroNs-A. A. Speller. L. F. Patterson and 

L. H. McClendon. 
ON DECEASED MINISTERS-W. H. Holland, J. vV. Miller 

and J. R. Patterson. 
ON FrNANCE-R. P. Clabouru, y.,r, F. Carrick and J. H. 

Council. 
0~ DocmrKNTs-A. Loveless, J. H. York and R. H~ Cook. 
0:l'fNO.l\UNATIONs-H. H. Mouser, J. J. Moonaham and J. 

A. Bennett. 
Preaching at the church-house at night by "\Vm. Bridgman. 
On motion,adjourned until 8: 30 A.M., Monday. 
Prayer by Elder R. P. Clabourn. 
Benediction by .M. K. Pitts. 
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SABBATH EXERCISES. 

Prayer meeting at 10 o'clock A. 111., conducted by J. H. 
York. 

At 11 o'clock the Missionary Sermon was preached by Elder 
L. F. Patterson, from Romans, 1st chapter, 16th verse, fol
lowed by Elder J. W. Miller. 

After the sermon was over, a collection for Missionary pur
poses was taken up, as fo11ows: For Domestic Missions, 
$13.60; in pledges $3.00; for Indian Missions, $6.90; fur 
Foreign Missions, $10.00. 

The friends having plenty of refreshments on the ground, 
an intermission of one hour and a half was giveu. 

Benediction by J. W. Miller. 
After refreshments were over, the people met again and \':as 

~ddresscd by Elder J. H. BnJrer, from Matthew, 28th chapter, 
19th and 20th verses, followed by Elder R. C. Cluhourn. 

Preaching at the church at night by Elder M. K. Pitts, from 
Acts, 2d chapter; at Sulphur Spring, by Elder L. H. McClen
don; at J. N. Pennington's, by Elder J. vr. Miller. 

Benediction by Elder S. J. Fuller. 

SECOND DAY. 

Mor-.'DAY, 8 : 30 o'CLOCK, A. :ll. 

Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Elder J. M. Ledbetter. 
Read the minutes of Saturday; corrected and approv-ed . 
Called the roll ; corrected and approved. 
The business of Correspondence being in order, it was taken 

up. 
Appointed to Dardanelle Association-E. L. Compere, R. 

P. Clu.hourn, .l .. T. Holland, A. A. Speller, J. N. Pennington, 
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J. W. Miller, L. F. Patterson, and Brothers S.C. Benning and 

J. H. Bennett. 
To Ouachita Association-B. C. Owen, L~ W. Luper and 

vY. A. Smith. 
At 11 o'clock A. M., Elder E. L. Compere preached to the 

people from Matthew, 28th chapter, 19th and 20th verses. 

After the services were over, an intermission of one hour 
for refreshments was given. 

Benediction by J. H. Baker. 

1 O'CLOCK, P.M. 

Refreshments being over, the Messengers met again for 

b1~siness. 

Prayer by Elder L. H. McClendon. 
Resumed the business of Correspondence. \ 
To Creek Association-L. F. Patterson, J. H. York and J. 

H. Baker. 
To Choctaw Association-A. A. Spiller, to correspond by 

letter and minutes. 
To the State Convention-J. J. Holla.ucl, to write a letter 

and se:t;1d minutes. 

To the General Association-E. L. Compere, S. J. Fuller, 
A A. Spiller, M K. Pitts and J. H . Baker. Alternate, R. P. 
Clabourn. 

On motion, a special committee was appointed, expressive of 

the reasons for withdrawing correspondcQce from Clear C1·cck 
Association. 

Committee-.J. M. Ledbetter, M. K. Pilts and J .• T. Hol

land. 
A Rpecial committee was appointed to repot·t on relations 

which certain brethren susta.in to this body. 

Committee-J. )1. Ledbetter, R. P. Clabourn and H. H. 

Mouser. 
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It was moved that speakers be limited to five minutes. 
Read the following reports : 
Finance. Read the report, and it was recommended. 
Domestic Missions. Sec Report "A." 
Education. See Report "B." 
On Publicatiom>. See Report "C." 

7 

On motion, adjourned to 8 o'clock A.l\f. Tuesday. 
Preaching at night at J. N. Pennington's by ,J. M. Led-

better;- at Brother Abbott's by Wm. Bridgman. 
Prayer by A. A. Spiller. 
Benediction by L. F. Patterson. 

THIRD DAY. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by L. _I-I. McClendon. 

TUESDAY, 8 o'clock, A. :ilL 

Read the proceedings of Monday, and approved. 
The unfinished business on reports was taken up. 
Foreign and Indian Missions. See Report "E." 
Sabbath Schools. See Report "F." 
Finance Report, as-amended. See Report "G." 
On Documents. See Report "H." 
On Deceased )finisters. See Report" 1." 

Treasurer's Report. See Report "K." 
On Nominations. See Report "L." 

It was moved that the next session of this boCiy I.Je held with 
the Friendt:hip Baptist Church, at Dayton, Sebastian county, 
ArlmnsitS, twenty-two miles south of Fort Smith, on the road 
to \Valdron; commencing on Saturday, before the 4th Lord's 
day in Septemher, 1882. 

-On motion, Elder L. F. Patterson nnd J. W. Miller, are to 
colltinue as Missionaries for the ensuing year, and Elder A. A. 



CONCORD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 9 

APPENDIX. 

REPORT "A." 

WHEREAS, There mdsts grca.t destitution in Chul'ches of this 
Association, and we recommend that each Pastor bring the sub
ject before his congregation, at their monthly meetings; to take 
up collectionl', especially for domestic missions, and be request
ed to make quarterly reports to Executive Committee. 

A. A. SPILLER, Chai1·man. 

REPORT OF L. F. PATTERSON. 

On Missionary work, 142 days. Traveled 1422 miles. Bap
tized 19. 

Received as follows: From Brother Tyler, $10.00; I. A. 
Christopher, $7.00; S. Hannah, $2.50; T.l\f. Patrick, $~.00; 
W. W. Deshamp, $1.00; D. M. Anderson, $5.00; T. B. An
derson, $2.00; A. Steinhough, $5.00; .T. Condro, $4.00; II. 
H. Waters, $7.50; F. Johnson, $2.00; J. Pettis, $10.00; 
Na.ncy Fuller, $1.50; P. Turner, $1.00; Sabbath Collection, 
$15.00; Union Hope, $1.00; Dr. J. A. Keith, $!Ll5; J. M. 
Dickinsou, $5.00; Amity Church Sabbath Collection, $7.50; 
E. 'Baker, $6.00; Cedar Grove Sabbath Collection, $10.6:1; 
Brother ~fason, $2.50; W. D. Luper, $5.50; I. A. Lucas, 
$10.00; Poteau, I. W. Condre, $1.00; Sister Dr. Smith, $1.00; 
Sister Raevlin, $1.00 ; }I. A. Eters, $.50 ; Prairie Grov:e Sab
bath Collection, $15.00; Liberty Hill Sahhath Collection, 
$23.00; G. H. Pettus, $5.00; E. L. Compere, $7.50; A. 
Loveless, $4.00; Davis & Son, $1.50-Total, $182.80. Sab
bath Collections, for Home Missions, $13.80. 

Somoofthe donations are lost; from Fellowship Church, $.1l. 
L. F. PATTERSON, Jfi.~sionm·y. 
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REPORT OF J. W. MILLER. 

Preached twenty-six sermons. Saw seventy-one immersions. 
Recei ved $43 .50. At Sabbath Collection at Ccd:tr Grove,. 
$6.!10-Aggregate, $225.00. 

J. W. MILLER, J.l'Jissionary . 

REPORT "B." 

V{e believe.all men should be educated; that education 
t1ualifies men to be useful and more skillful in the wonl 
of truth; we feel great uccd of educatiOn. 'Ve recommend 
that further step:; be taken to advance the interest of educa
tion in our midst. V{e recommend that :t ::;chool be com
menced in Saline City, in the interest of Buckner College, 
Hnd thnt this body auvise or request the Board of Trustees 
to employ a teacher, and begin tho school, and we begin to 
raise means to pay the teacher, and appropriate the tuition to 
the completion of the college, and 

WHEI!EAS, D. B. R:Ly, of the Amity Baptist Flag, Dt·. H. :F. 
Buckner, of Creek Nation, and Elder'" csly Smith , ~fissionary 
to Wild Tribes, and Eltler 'William McCombs, of Creek Na
tion, (the last two being native Creek Indian preachers), ex

pect to he in attcmhnce on the next General Association, to 
meet sixteen miles west of S:~lem, on November 12, and as 
we hclieve a visit fl'Om these brethren would result in good to 
the col1egc we arc tl'ying to build ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Assoei:ttion most earnestly invite the 
al>Ove nameu hrctht·eu to come to Sdem City ami hold a meet
ing in the college building, ami in the interest of tho college, 
on the lGth of November, und tb:tt this action he forwarded 
to these brethren, allll if they accept., thnt notice of lheir ac
c<•ption be puuli::;hcd in the papers. 

~1. K. PITTS, Ultai1·man. 
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REPORT "C." 

\Ve recommend the careful and prayerful readir.g of the 
Bible, also Orchard's and Crump's History of the Baptist Suc
cession, by Ray. As to periodicals, The Baptist Messenger, 
Louisiana; The Texas Baptist, by R. C. Buckner, are worthy, 
but we believe the American Baptist Flag, by D. B. Ray, St. 
Louis, Mo., is the most suitahle paper for the Baptists of this 

section,. and it is earnestly recommended to every Baptist 
family in Concord Association, 

J. A. KEITH, Oltainnan. 

REPORT "E." 

That the Savior gave the commission t.o the church to pr('ach 
the Go!ipel to every creature, and that is a. fact, thai there are 

multitudes, both of heathen:> and individuals, who arc dcsti;
tute of the Gospel, which is the promise of God unto sa]v;t
tion. VI'" e therefore recommend that all postlible steps lw 

taken to send the Gospel io each destitution. 
J. J. HOLLA~D, Olwi?·man. 

REPORT "F." 

Owing to neglect of ihe churches to n'port the S:tbhat h 

St.:hools in their church Ftn.tistics, we haV(l no defiuite idea of 
either their success or numher, more than we learn that sev(·ml 

of our churches have good schools, while others have none. 

We feel that the great importance of Sahlmth School instruc

tion is being more uppreci:~ted by our churches than formerly. 
\Ve recommend that the p:tstot·s of tho churches use their 

inti uencc in the promotion of Sal1bath School work hy lect ut·
ing and instructing their churches with reference to their im
portA.ncc, to bring uhout, if possible, a united effort fot· good 
·in that direction. The Sahhath School itl certainly the best 
auxiliat-y to promote• mot·als and Bible learning we have for 

the people. 
J. M. LEDBETTEU, Chai1·man. 
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REPORT ON FINANCE--AMENDED "G." 

"For Pl'intiug Minutes, $29.20; Sabbath collection, $39.95, 
two-thit·ds of which is applied to use of Concord Missionaries, 
and one third for Elder vYeslcy Smith, Missionary to wild 
Indians; For Foreign Missions, $10.05. From SisttliS of A.mity 
Church: For Home Missions, $1.40 ; For Foreign and Indian 
Missions, $1.15; For Foreign ~Iissious, $1. Sisters of Fellow
ship Church: For Home ~fis::;ions, $5 ; For Wesley Smith, 
$5; For Foreign :Missions, $5. 

R. P. CLABOURN, Ultai1·man. 

REPORT ON NOMINATIONS "L." 

The committee nominate M. K. Pitts to preach the intro
ductory sermon, and J. l\1. Ledbetter to be his altemate. 
E. L. Compere to preach the Missionary Sermon, and L. F. 
Patterson, altemate. Fo1· Executive Committee, Brct~reu 
Council, Cook, Cross, Ledbetter and I. Da.vis. 

J. :)f. LEDBETTER, Uhairman. 

REPORT "K." 

Received from Fin9nce Committee, $55.30. Paid Clerk for 
Minutes, $29.20; to Brother Patterson, $10; to Brother 
.Miller, $10 ; to Moderator for Indian .Missionaries, $G.90. 
Received special collection for Domestic Missions, $20. 

"\V. M. HOLLAND, 'l'reasurer. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE "M." 

\VrrEHEAS, There arc certain brethren in the bounds of the 
Concord Association that have protested against the Kregal 
p:lrty, and whos<:> sympathies are with us, 

Resolved, Therefore, that wo recommend to form themselves 
into churohei' on the principle;~ adopted hy the Concord As:o:o-
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ciation, and send up petitionary letters to that body, and they 
will be received into the same, and 

WHEREAS, Brethren Robert Patterson, L. T. Hale and 
Craft Cone, recognize this body as the Concord Association,. 
they are invited to seats with us. 

J. M. LEDBETTER, Ohairman. 

REPORT ON DOCUMENTS "H." 

WHEREAS, Friendship Baptist Church asks for the next ses
sion of thi~ body to be held with her, the same is recom
mended. 

They recommend, upon the request of Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church, that B. T. Johnson be published as holding a letter in 
disorder. 

Also, recommend Elder W. H. Holland to the General 
Association as a suitable missionary to the Choctaw Indians, 
and that he be appointed. 

A. LOVELESS, Ghai?·man. 

REPORT "1." 

In the providence of God there has not been a.ny ministerial 
brethren taken from us. But we learn that our much esteemed 
brother, Martin V. James, a native Choctaw Indian (minister), 
has been called from his labors to his reward. In that, the 
Lord has taken him from among us whose loss we mourn, but 
our loss is his eternal gain. The death of Brother James is a 
groat loss to the Choctaw natives on our frontier, and his 
place of operations among his people will scarcely be filled 
soon ; and we feel confident very soon some of our old min
isters will be ca'lled away from their labors, and will join in 
the oompany of the redeP.med. Brother James leaves a loving 
wife and five children to mourn his loss, with whom we sym
pathize, and the spirit will direct them in. the way of wisdom. 

w:.\L :M. HOLLAND, Chairman. 
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REPORT ''N." 

"riiEREAS, F. L. Kregle fled from this Association to escape 
the discipline due him for practicing an imposition on the 
same, by claiming to be a member and messenger from Prairie 
Grovt;~ Church, and afterward affi.rme<l he never belonged to 
said church; an<l 

WHEREAS, The said Kregle imposed himself ·on the Fort 
Smith Baptist Church by making the impression that he was 
regularly dismissed from the Massapona.x Church in Virginia, 
when such was not the fact, hence, his continued imposition; 
~d . 

·WHEREAS, The Alma Baptist Church, in Clear Creek Asso
ciation, did receive an<l continues to hold the sai<l Kregle in 
her fellowship ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this body <.lo not correspond with said Asso

ciation. 

The said Kregle was a delegate from Concor<l Association 
to the General Association, which met at Russel ville in October 
following, under app;:Jintment as messenger from that body. 

J. M. LEDBETTER, Chairman . 

• 
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Spiller as Special Missionary and Colporture, to circulate our 
denominational books, papers, and all good literature. 

It was moved that the Constitution be amended, to read thus : 
"To meet on Saturday, before the third Sabbath in October, 

of each year, at 10 o'clock A.M." 

Ordered that L. F. Patterson deliver a lecture on the snb
jcct of temperance, during the next session of this body. 

The Special Committee on Clear Creek. Sec Report "M." 
It was ordered that the Clerk have ten dollars for his ser

vices, and use the remainder of the money on hand for printing 
and distributing these minutes. 

On motion, adjourned to time and place appointed for 
next annual session. 

It is pleasing here to remark, that, during the entire session, 
that peace, quiet, and brotherly love, was the theme of all 
present. May the King, whom we serve, continue his bless
ings over Concord Association, while she continues to do the 
work of her King. 

A hymn was sung, and the parting hand given each othe1·. 
Prayer by Brother Mitchell. 

E. L. COMPERE, Mode1·ator. 
J. A. KEITH, Sef1retm·y. 
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