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Proceedings of Convention. 
---0---

F~llowship Church, Sebastian Co., Ark. 
SATCRD.n, Kovember 4, 1871. 

-~ 
~1A.! t 1' f t• f th l h ~,0URSUAX'r o a ca 1 o a por ·wn o , e c mrc es com po-
Ring the "Dardanelle Baptist Association,'' the following 
C'hurc:hes assembled in Convention, by their messengers. 
at the time and place above-mentioned, for the purpose of 
organir.ing themselves into a '' 1\'IrssiOXARY BAPTIST Asso
<.'I.-\'rlO~." 

Cut:RCU£8 l~EPHESENTEl). 

1. Fellowbhip, Chatle,;ton, Smyrna, Greenwood, Hepzi
bah, 1\Iount Xebo, Cedar Grove, :Jfonnt Hope, Grand Prairie, 
Pine :Mountain, Oak Bower, Fort Smith and Washburn 
Creek Church. 

On motion, Bro. E. L. Compere was called the chair, 
and Bro. W. A. Weleh chosen as Clerk of the Convention. 

On motion, the Ch:.tirman was requested t.o preach the 
Introductory sermon, which he did from I Peter, 4th chap., 
from h;t to Stlt vert>e. 

Prayer by Bro. Rippey. 
On motion: the Pastor and Deacons of Fellowship Church 

together \Vi.th Bros. Bean and Barry, were appointed a 
committee on pre:tching. 

On motion, Elders E. L. Compere, S. ,T. Fuller, A. J. Riv
lJC)': J. S. Ledl.JE'tter, Wm. Greenlee, J. Yielding·, and F. L. 
Kregel ·were apvoinletl a committee on Collstitution, Rules 
of Order, and Articles of Faith. 

The Committee on Preaching reported the following as 
the- order for Lord's·day : Elder F. L. Krel!el to preach f~t 
11 o'clock, A.. :M., and Elder A. J. Rippey at 2 o'clock, P. 
n:I. Adopted. . 

On motion, tde Convention adjonrnecl till Monday morn· 
ing, 9 o'clof'k. 

Pr!-1)-'t' r h:- r:ro. Fuller. 
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LORD'S D.A Y EXERCISES. 

11 o'clock, A. l\1., Sermon-by Elder F. L. Kregel, from 
Exodus, xii, 1-21. , 

Two o'clock, P. J'lL-Sermons by Elders A. J. Rippey and 
W m. Greenlee. 

Collection ........... . ............ ... ... $14 85 

MoNDAY .MoRNING, 9 o'clock, A. M., Nov. (i, 1871. 

The Convention l'e-assembled, pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by Bro. Fuller. 
Minutes of Saturday were read and approved. 
Bro. J. M. Johnson was recognized as a messenger fi·om 

Washburn Creek Church. 

REPORT OF THE COl\DfiTTEE ON CONSTITUTION. 
'fhe Committee to whom was referecl tho preparation of 

a Constitution, Rules of Order, and Articles of Faith for 
the Association about to be formed, beg leave to report, as 
follo·ws: 

CONSTI1'UTION. 

ARTICLE 1. This Asssociation shall be known as the Con
cord Association of Western Arkansas. 

AnT. 2. It shall be composed of Messengers from Baptist 
churches known to be in good standing. Each church with 
fifty members or less, shall be entitled to three messengen;. 
Each additional fifty members shall entitle the church to 
ono additional messenger. 

ART. 3. The ofiicers shall be a Moderator, Clerk, and 
Treasurer, who shall be chosen by ballot, at each annual 
session. and shall continue in office till their successors are 
chosen: 

ART. 4--..'SEc. 1. It shall be the Llutv of the Moderator to 
preside over the body according to parliamentary usage. 

SEc. 2. The Clerk shall keep a correct record of the pro
ceeuings, attend to the publication and distribution of the 
Minutes, keep a regular file of the printed Minutes of the 
sessions of the body, and deliver the same to his successor 
in office. 

SEc. 3. The Treasurer shall t<tke charge of the funds of 
t.he Association, holding them subject to an order from the 
Association or its Executive CommiUee, and render an ac
count or the ~ame to the annnal ses;;ion or this hody. 



.ART. 5. 1'he. objects of this Association !.hall be, t.o pro
mote fellowslup among the churches; to seeure unanimiLy 
of faith; to encourage concert in operat.ion, and especially 
to cultivate the I>iety of the churches, and to aid in this 
last object., several days of each session shall be spent in 
devotional exen:ises. 

ART. 6-SEc. 1. This As,ociation shall, in no case, inter
fere with the internalt·egnlations of the churches, but will 
~c·t as an advisory council whene,·er it shall be necessary. 

SF.c. 2. It, however, daims authority over its own mem
hers: the .Messengers from the churches ; a.nd will withdraw 
from :mel disown all churches that depart from 1he }>rinci
ples of this compact, by becoming heterodox in faith or 
disor<lerly in praet.ice. 

ART. 7. Newly organized churches, or churches dismiss<~d 
from other .AssociatiOJlq, may be admiLted into this body 
upon application by letter and messen~ers, at our annual 
meetings, and uy their messengers agreeing to the abstract 
of principles herewith published. · 

AR'!'. 8. Uhurches m~tv be dismissed from this Association 
upon application at an 'annual meeting, ior the purpose of 
joining any body we recognize, or for the purpose of form
ing a new .As:'ociatiou; bul any church departing from us 
without being regulad~· dismissed~ shall he regarded as 
dif:'orderly. 

ART. D. There shall bo an Executi\'e committee consistin,!( 
Ctf one member from Nl.Ch church, and the officers of tht• 
Association shall he em officio officers of this committee. 
Thi~ committee shall have eli reel ion of tl1c ~lissionary ope
rations of the Association, subject to it:> co11trol: and make 
:til annual report of its proecedings ;1t each session of the 
Association. Beside the special objectF- <:>nt.rusted to the 
committee, it shall ah::o have authority to rPprel'ent the As
sociation in all matters requiring at!entiou while the A.sso
(:iatton is not in session. 1'his committee shall bold regular 
meetings on the Satunla~' preceding ea!'h tlfth Lonl's-day 
of the year, at such J>laces as may be designated by the 
committee. The committee shall meet for organization irn
modiat.ely atter the a(ljomnment of the Association. ThrE><' 
members shall consli tute a quorum. 

ART. 10. It shall ue Lhe privilege of this Association, iu 
aadition to its powerl' already granted, to conduct mission
ary operations within or without its limits, and for this pur
po~e to choose a missionary or mis~ionaric;;: af' means may 
allow, flesignate the fieicl-: of lahor, and pa~· thE-m quart.erl.' 
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through tlH:dr trea~ury, out of fnnds to be senL up along 
·with the fund for publishing the minutes, to every annual 
meeting. 

ART. 11. The annual meetings of the Association shall 
embrace the Lord's-day, and shall begin at 11 o'clock, on 
Saturday before the first Lord's-day of October, at which 
1imc the introductory sermon shall be ])reached. On each 
succeeding day the Association shall adjourn at 11 o'clock; 
A. :rtf. for 1n·eaching. 

A1n. 12. This Constitution may be altereu oT amended, 
except as to Art. 6, Sec. 1, at an.)' regular meeting of the 
Associat ion, by the two-thirds vote of the m E-mbers who 
are in attE'ntlanee. 

RGLES OF DECORUM. 

1, The .Association shall he opened and closed by prayer. 
2. An Introuu<'tory and 1-'lissionary ::ermon shalJ be 

preached by ministers chosen by ballot at the preceding As
sociation. In case of ahsence or failure, the sermon of eitl1er 
to he preached by an alternate, cl10sei1 at the sam e time 
and in the same wav. Some brother sha.lJ also be chosen 
to deliver a 'l'empe1~ance adclrcf's. 

3. A Commil~eE' of Arrangements, consil5t.ing of fiyc 
• members, be~:ides the Moderator ancl Clerk,. who shall bo 

members ex-officio, shall be appointed by the )1oc1erator to 
arrange and report the order of business. 

4. Visiting brctlnen in good standing may be invited to 
seats. but not to vote. 

5. ~\. member not satisfied with any decision of the :Mod
el·ator, may appeal to the Association on the same day, lJut 
a.t no other time. 

6. But one m ember shall speak at a time, who shall rise, 
address the :\{oderator, and on obtaining leave, shall pro
ceed. 

7. No member shall be interrnpted while speaking unless 
he depart from the subject, or 1-JSC wordf' of personal reflec
tion, and then by the Moderator. 

8. Every motion made and seconded shall come under 
the consideration of Lh e Association, unless withdrawn lJV 
him who made it. Every case taken: up by the Associatioi1 
:<hall be decided or withdrawn before another is in troduced. 

H. 'When a question is taken up, after allowing time for 
debate, the .Moderator shall take the \'Ol<'l' of the .A~>wria · 
1ion b~· yen8 auf1 nays, or o1herwise. 
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10 . .Any member wi,;l1ing- If, re !ir<' 1-' ilnll oiJ!:t.in pennis,;ion 
from the Moderator. 

11. No member shn,ll ~<>peak more t.h:m Lwi..:e on the same 
-su l)ject withont permif:si on of the A·o;~odution. 

12. The appellation of Broth,cn· sha)i he 11sed in t.he ~o\.sso
ciation, by members in tbeir addre~;~es on(\ to another, and 
all titles unknown to th o Scripture:-:, su<·h as ••HeY.," "D. 
D.,n ·'Parson," and th e like, shall not be l'mployed or ap
pe:n upon the minute~ . 

13. The names of mem1Jer~; shaUl>e <'a lied as often as the 
.At'sociation mav direct. 

14. The Mode;·~tlor ~hall be entitled to the s:1me privilege 
of speaking as any o(.her member, provided he appoint 
another to his seat during the time, but. shall not vote on 
an;r question muess the Association be equally divided. 

15. Any memb er violating these rules may he r eproved 
b.v the :J.[oderator, a.t dbcrelion, hut only on the day the 
hrcach shall have been made. 

16. These rules 1uay 1Je nmended or alt.ered at any regu
lar meeting of 1-ltis body, by a majority yot·.e of the mem
hors }H'Qsent. 

.AH'l'ICLES OF F AI'l'H. 

1. 'Vc belieye tl1erc is one, and onl)T one, liYin2; :mel t r ue 
Dm1, ,Jehovah, and tLat in the unity of t!10 Oorl-head there 
are three persons-the Father, Son, an1l Holy Spirit. 

2. We believe that the Scriptures or tl1e Old anu Nc'v 
Te~t.amen ts are the inspirecl word of Go~l, eonstituting the 
oul.v and all-su:fficien t standard of Faith, Doctrine, Disci
pline and Practi cc. 

3. We b elieve liJat Ele0tion is the f'O>ereign exercise of 
that Eternal love, h;v which God lw th, according to his in
finite wisdom, chosen his people in Chri~t before the world 
wa!-:1 and h ath predestinated th.em unto .the adoption of 
1·hildre n, through ~an clifieatiou of the f:l]>iriL, and belief of 
the truth, and doth keep them })~T his powel' throu gh faith 
nnto salvation. 

-1. "\Ve believe thnt man was creatN1 holy, but by a wilful 
violation of the Jaw of hiR Maker, h e fell into a state of 
sinfulnes~. and l1rought death npon his race, who being l>y 
nat.nral {lescent in i.he unholy image of Adam, are children 
.of wrath by nature, anu wit.hout natnral or :>piritual power , 
to li\e a holy life or at.ta.in to a h appy state . 

. '\. We be1ieYe that. ~inners are sayerl hy ;;race, throu~h 
fa:i1 h in J e~ns Christ, :mit in no otlH'l' way. 
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u. \V c belieye that in order to be saved, sinners must be 
regenerated, or l)orn again ; that regeneration is effected 
hy the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection with divine 
tru t.h and the proper evidences thereof, are repentance, 
faith and obedience unto Christ. 

'7. 'Ye believe that such only are true b elievers as endure 
unto the end in l10liness of life, and they are kept by the 
power of Go<l through faith unto salvation . 
. 8. We belieye the Scriptures teach that repentance and 
faith are sacred duties, and also inseparable graces wrought 
in our souls hy the regenerating Spirit of God. 

9. A Christian church is a congregation of immersed be
lievers, who meet statedly, and have covenanted together to 
maintain the ordinances of Christ, discharge the duties and 
enjoy the privileges in the New Testament appertaining to 
the Church of J esus Christ. 

10. 'l'he only proper officers . of a Christian church are 
Bishops or Pastors, and Deacons. 

11. ChrisUan Baptism is the immersion of a believer in 
the n ame of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit by a regularly 
ordained Baptist minister in good order. 

12. The Lord's Supper is a positive and commemorative 
ordinance of Jesus Christ, to be observed in the churc~h as 
such, in remembrance of Christ, and to show fort h his death 
t ill he come. 

13. The first day of the week is the Lord's day, and should 
be observed as a day of r est from common labor and all 
worldly business, and devoted to religious duties. 

14. We bcUeve in the resurrection of the dead a11d a gen
eral judgment ; and that the felicit~r of the l'ighteons, and 
1he punishment of the wicked ·will be eternal. 

On motion, Resolved, Thai we consider the above re
port, article by article. 

On motion, the Constitution, Rules of Decorum, and Ar
ticles of Faith, as above reported, we1;e adopted as the basis 
of organization. 

MINUTES. 

On motion, Bro. ~ott.eau was excused from attendance as 
a messenger, and Bro. James Steinbaugh recognised in 
his plaee. 



On motion, Roll calleu and eollccted. 
On motion, the Association proceeded to the election of 

].)ermanent officers, which resulted in the choice of Elder 
E. L. Compere, }foderator; ·w. A. Welch, Clerk; and Wm. 
Greenlee, Treasurer. . 

On motion, Petitionary Letters were called for, where
upon Letters were read from the following churches : :;.\1:ac
edonia, Figure 5, and Mount Lebanon-which were re· 
ceived into the fellowship of the Association by the right 
hand of fellowship. · 

On motion, a Committee on Finance was appointed; com
mittee-Brethren A. Lovelace, Wm. M. Blaylock, and J. T. 
Mayfield. 

On motion, R esolved, That this Association will not re
cognise the practice of pulpit· affiliation with ministers of 
other denominations. 

On motion, a committee of three ·was appointed to dis
trict the Association. Committee-Brethren Ledbetter, 
Greenlee and Holland. 

On motion, a committee consisting of Brethren Bean, 
Barry and Mayfield, were appointed to nominate Brethren 
to preach the Introductory an? Missionary Sermons, and 
t0 deliver the Lecture on 1'emperance. · 

The committee nominated the following Brethren, who 
were duly elected: 

Introduct07'Y Sermon-Bro. F. L. Kregel. Alternate, 
Bro. J. Yielding. 

Missionary Sermon-Bro. E. L. Compere. .Alternate, 
Bro. Holland. 

Temperance Leotut•e-Bro. S. J. Fuller. .Alternate, M. 
S. Buckley. 

1'he Committee on Districting the .Association, reported 
as follO'tYS : . 

FrsRT DISTRICT.-Fort Smith, Graud Prairie, Greenwood, 
Hepzibah, Charleston, Oak Bower, Mount Hope, Figure 5, 
and Pine ~fountain churches. 

SEcOND DrsTRICT.-Cedar Grove, Fellowship, Smyrna, Mac
edonia, 'Washburn Creek, Mount Lebanon, and .Mount Nebo 
Churches. Report adopted and committee discharged. 

On motion, the stated meetings of the Executive Com
mit.tee for the .Associa.tional year were .fixed as follows: 

1.-Charleston, Saturday before the fifth Lord's-day in 
December. 

2.-Fellowship, Saturday hefore the fifth Loru's-day in 
April. 



3.-Greenwood, Saturday belore the fifth Lonl':;-day ill 
July. 

4.-Cedar Grove, Saturday before the iifth Lord's-day iu 
September. 

On motion, the follo·vring com mittees ·were appointed 1o 
ceport to the next session of this body : 

On Domest~c ] fissions-Brethr en A. J. Rippey, J . S. 
Ledbett.er , and B. }f. P ettigre·w. 

On Temperance-Brethren S. J. Fuller, J . J. Holland, 
and J . T. :M:avfield. 

On Sabba,tlt Salwols-Brethren Wm. Greenlee, A. S. 
J ackson, and W. A. Welch. 
. On D estit·ution..:....Bret.hren J. Yielding, H. Bean, ~nJ 
Eckols. 

On D ·uty qf Olwrclics to Prts tors-Bret.hren F. L. Kre
gel, vYrn . Blaylock, and Dr. J . M. Barry. 

On motion , Ordered, that 250 Minutes of the Convention 
and Association he printed and distributed, and the balance 
of the money on hand be paid to •the Clerk for his services. 

Time and pla-ce of next session.-Resol ved, l'hat this 
body hold its next annual meeting with the . Ch urch at 
Greenwood, on Saturday before the first Lord's-day in Octo· 
ber next. 

Correspondence-On motion, Resol vecl, That ihis Associ· 
alion open correspondence with the following bodies : State 
Uonvention, Dardauelle a nd Mountain Association;;. 

MF.S~ENGEltS TO OOmU<;SPONDlNG DODIES. 

DMtlcmtlle ..::18&ooicttion-A. J. Rippey, and E. L. Com· 
per e. 

3fonntain il s~;ooiation-S. J . . Fuller, J". S. Ledbetter, J . 
. J. Holl and. 

On ruotion. the Associat ion adjoumed to meet in its next 
annual ses8lon as above directed . 

. After singing and prayer, the Brethren gave each other 
the parting-hand, and closed its first session-a meeting 
marked throughont by Qhristian courtesy, Jraternal fellow· 
ship, and that •:unity of spirit ju the bonds of peace" " ·hicb 
the pTesen ce of i,he Lord only can produce. · 

K L. 00}1PERE: 1l£odemtor. 
W. A. Wr;r,cn , Clc·rk. 



ASSOOIA criOR AL R:WCOR:C. 
l POST I • MEM- l CON-

CHURCHES, . !, OFFICE, 1
1 

COUNTY, . PASTORS. OLI'}RKS. NAMES OF MESSENGERS. : TRT-
RER8 .. _ !,BUT'N 

=::::=:=:==:::;::::::::=1 ·- 1----! i ;=;=~=;====;::::===:;;;:==;:::=-==:==.::::==:= =::::==::::;:::::::;::::::::=:==-:= 
1-Fellowship .... iSalem ... ·.-:-!Scbasti~!J. J. ll olland .... !- -- Overt~!A. Lovelace, H.. II. Cool\, A, Steinbaugh. Jas. Steinbaugh.... 170. ! $5 00 
2-Charleston .... !Charleston jFranklln ... .. jE. L. Compm·e ... !R. P aym . ..... . . :E. L . Compere, A. J. Rippey, E. M. Pettigrew, D. J etor ... . 186 . 3 00 
3-Greenwood ... jchar lestan.Franklin .... . iWm. G reenlee ... :C. Anderson .... ;H Bean, J. J. Holland, C. Anderson... ... ......... ..... .... 32 1 50 
4-Hepzibah ..... ;CbarlestonjFranklin ..... !Wm. Greenlee ... !C. J. Howe .. ... . :J . L. O'Neal, C. J. Howe.. ..... .......... .... .... .. ....... 42 1 00 
1>-Fort ~mith ... !FortSmith'Sebastian .... jl!'. }.;. Kregel. .... !'\V A . Welch . .. jF. L. K~·egel, J . M . BaJTy, W . A. Welch......... . .. .. . .. 75 2 50 
6--:M:ount Nebo .. !Greenwo'djSebastian .... iJ. M. Ledbetter .!Wm . .Blayloc ... :Wm. M. Blaylock, T. I<'. Roc'lrlin, James A. Bennett...... 100 3 00 
7--Smyrna . .. ... . !Grecnwo'djSebastian .... jJ. J. Hollaud ... . :T . • T. Hnnnah ... :S. 'V . Hannah, T . J . JJanunh, '1' . Hatteree. . .... ... ....... 28 1 50 
8-Cedar Grove .. :m ack Jack!Scott.· ...... ,;s. J. Fuller .. . . .. !Asa Scott . . ..... ;S. J . Ful ler. As!t Scott.... . . .. . .. ..... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 1 00 
9- Mount Hopc .. !Roseville .!Franklin .. ... !J. Yielding . ..... iE Wbite .... · ... jA. S . Jackson, J . Yielding, J . W . Snide L·... .. . . . . .. . .. .. . 33 1 00 

10-Grand Prairie!Chal'!estonjFranklin . .... J. S. J,edbetter .. !G. W. 'l'igncr ... iJ. S. Leclbetrcr , G . \\". Tignc1·, J . T. Mayfield... .. ....... 22 1 25 
11-PineMounlain!CharlestoniF•·anklin ..... !.T. L Ledbcttcr . . ;W H. Carey . ... ,C. Colqui tt, w . H . Ca•e\', J. Corbel.... . ............. . ... 41 1 25 
12-0ak Bower .. . !Bloomer .. !Sebastian .... !,Vm.' Greenlee ... jL. H. McClcn on!Wm. Grconle ·, L. H . McClt•mlou , 13 . ll. In, m11n . ......... 112 1 90 
13-W ashburn ! i · : i 

Creek .. !Black Jack!Scott ..... . . . : , iJ . M . . Johnson.. .. . ........ ... . .. .... . ... . . .. . 
14- Maccdonia .. . !SugarLoaf!Sebastian .. .. iJ. ,J. H oliand ... . jS. T . Jt.:sk•:id • .. :s .. J. R!'kritlgc, .Jnmes Cnutley, .f. Sadler ..... ........ ... .. ' 
15-Figure Five .. ;Van Bn•·en!CL·awfo•·d .. . . :si111on W hitt .. ... !.James Collins ... :.rose ph .l<~ ehok. . ... . .... . .. .... , . . ..... ..... . ... ...... ... . . 
16-l\H. Lebanon .. 'Bloomer .. 'Sebastiau ... .' Wm (l-rf~ .. lll•~e . .. :.J. H . .Bn1·ke . ' ]) . J. Tnrkm·. JuJJI<'~'~ H . .BurkP. D . \\'illiam~ .... ........ .. 

1~ !iO 
13 1 !:l5 
21 1 ;iO 
12 71) 

Tot a!. . .- ... . 8()(j $2R -10 
~ahbat h ('ollr<'lion l4 Hf, 

Totnl. . . .... .. . . . . . ... ..... ~JH 2ii ...................... ··································•···•· ··················· ..... . ·-·························· -- ---·············· ······· ... . .. .. :.:: .. :.:.:;· .:.::: .. ···:···: ··;· ........ . 
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