




While many worship leaders express worship for G 
with an instrument o r song, Michael Richardson 
freshman Christ ian Studies majorfrom Frisco, Te 

does it a little d ifferently. Richardson engages in wars 
through spoken word. When asked how he defines t' 

Richardson said, "It's free verse poetry, but another wa, 
look at it is like a three minute, short sermonette almost." 

Richardson realized he wanted to be a preacher w" 
he spoke at FCA his sophomore year in high school. Ale 
with p reaching, he realized he could also use these sma 
sermons in his ministry as well. 

"I realized that I loved doing this, which is someth1r _ 
never saw myself doing. God was like, 'Hey, check this out 
going to put some words into your mouth,"' Richardson sa 

Richardson said that sometimes a poem begins with a 
he thinks of to be saved for later. He said that sometirr 
the poems are quick to write, but others he has written 1--a 
taken longer to write and refine. 

"Sometimes it f lows out of what I really think God is tl) 
to say through me," Richardson said. 

Richardson does have one of his spoken word poe 
"Good Christian," on YouTube and he performed c 
during a Campus Activities Tiger Tunes practice. He has a 
performed at venues on a much larger scale. 

"On a choir mission trip this past year, we went 
Washington, D.C. I got to do spoken word to Kari J 
'Forever,' which was really cool,'' Richardson said. 

Richardson also said that because spoken word delive 
sermon in a smaller package, people are more likely to I 
to it. He said that he could approach topics that could 
uncomfortable to hear about in a 20-minute sermon. 

"If someone walks into a church and the fi rst thing 
hear is, 'Today we' re going to talk about cocaine,' it m;,,-.. 
people really uncomfortable. But if you throw it down 
fast in a poem, they are more likely to receive it and nor 
really tense," Richardson said. "It's an easy way to talk ab:­
stuff that preachers don't want to talk about because t 

don't want to make people uncomfortable." 
Even though he uses spoken word to mrnister to ntr'~.,=­

Richardson said they are primarily a form of personal ••"'"""­
between himself and God. 

"I guess in a sense these are my psalms, these spo· 
words are my crying out to God and facing my own huma 
and taking it to God," Richardson said. "It all needs to po 
back to God. All development, all struggles, all proble 
need to point back to Him. If spoken word is another wa 
can do that, then so be it. That has to be the goal of all tha 
do." 
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l ions people watch shows such as "The Voice" or 
American Idol," but what does it take to actually make 
t onto these shows? Courtney Gough, a freshman 

o ogy major from Bryant, has first-hand experience. 
- ugh first auditioned for "American Idol" in St. Louis, Mo., 

she was 15. She auditioned for "The Voice" in Houston, 
and "American Idol" again in Little Rock when she was 

:: :.1gh went to her first audition in St Louis with a big 
p of friends. 
e showed up at 4 a.m. to stand in line. There were a 

of really weird people that were dressed like blue 
:a~ oeople and in banana costumes," Gough said . 
o>.~gh the process Gough learned that the audition 
e11ce is very different from what is shown on television. 
eylet us inside this indoor arena, and you had to just sit 
nt il they called your section." 

e producers of the show called each row of each 
,., to audition. After waiting eight hours, it came time 

G-.~.Jgh 's section to audition, but for some reason the 
cers skipped over her row . 

.rr iend's mom started yelling at these security guards 
s audition. They told her, 'Ma'am don't cross the fence.' 
rnped over the fence and asked one of the producers 

-· us go. Finally, they cal led our row and let us go d 
said Gough. 

E _, though Gough didn't make it on the televised show, 
d d get the opportunity to meet the show's host, Ryan 

est. 
e Nas really nice and I said, 'You re-tweeted one of my 

ets one time. You don't know that, but you did."' Gough 
!,,d he said, 'I'm sure I did, I'm sure it was a great tweet." 

t--er auditioning for the first time, Gough decided she 
• 1vant to pursue auditioning again, but her mom had 
"pans. Her mom surprised her and said that she signed 
o to audition with "The Voice" in Houston. 

- 11- s time we didn't have to arrive at 4 a.m. and the 
act said don't wear crazy outfits o r you will not be able 

- d tion," Gough said. "We had an appointment time to 

Gough said that "The Voice" auditions d iffer "American 
because you go into an audition room with good 

st1cs with one person with a MacBook who serves as th 

~e 
Gough said that even though she didn't make it into the 
, rounds of the auditions, she still had a great time. 

ould rather spend t ime performing for smaller crowds 
now, rather than being on television and becoming big 

::11 ·amous that way." 

c 

:::r 



0 uach1ta has numerous extra-curricular 
recreational opportunities to offer students, 
many students find new hobbies during the1r · 

here. But not everyone f inds a hobby that drops them 12 
down a cliff. 

If you meet Jacob Frears on campus you will be g'''"-• 
with a big smile and an energetic personality. He is a fresh 
kinesiology, and leisure studies and recreation minis· 
double major from Plano, Texas, who found his new ho 
almost as soon as he stepped foot on campus. 

Frears discovered rock climbing while working at a 
Ranch camp in Colorado during the summer of 2014. V\ 
he gained an interest this past summer, he didn't get his 
experience climbing until this fall when he learned abou· 
rock wall in SPEC. 

"When I came to school I heard about the rock wall s.: 
and my friends started going," he said. "Then my friend 
Matthews took me to outdoor climb at Horseshoe Car 
and that's when I really got hooked." 

Climbing the rock wall in SPEC and climbing outo 
offer different challenges. 

"The first t ime I climbed inside it was pretty much v.. 
expected. My first time to climb outside was very differ-­
said Frears. "It wasn't harder or easier than indoor. 
different. It was scary and challenging and gave me a h 

rush of adrenaline." 
With any newfound sport there is always risk of mak 

mistake. In climbing, those mistakes often involve falling 
"I took about a 12 foot fall this one time, it was na~ 

bruised my hip real bad," Frears said. "I was lead climblr' 
I was about to get the next clip and I missed and lost gr :-
1 swung down and hit the wall hip first. I'm fine, though 

Lead climbing involves two climbers. One climber atta 
a clip periodically as protection. The other climber cor 
the tension and slack of the rope. 

Even with the risks, Frears encourages other studer· 
overcome their fear of heights and try it out. He says · 
great way to explore outdoors, and a unique skill to ad 
your resume. 

"It's not something you are good at right away. It takes 
of practice, but if you commit to it you can climb some 
cool places and go places and do things most people ca 
said Frears. 

Frears has bigger climbing dreams of his own, as 
continues his climbing adventures. 

The best advice he has for new climbers is to have pat1e 
"To be patient and to start with the easier ones,· 

Frears. "Work your way up to the harder ones over time 
best climbing in the world is Spain," he said, "so the drea 
to climb there." 
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o lege is a scary, unfamiliar experience fo r most 
'1coming freshmen. While some might be well 
acquainted with the campus they are coming to, 

s::.Jdents have no idea what to expect. For freshman 
or'ey, however, this was not the case. Ben, a business 
stration major from Camden, was very familiar with 

.... s more so than most students due to the fact that his 
-grandpa is the man responsible for carving the Tiger 

'"' the center of campus. 
s great-grandfather, B.F. Worley, who passed away in 

earned the carving trade from his father. When it came 
o~ college, Mr. Worley was worried about cost of tuition 

.(:led to use his talents to propose a compromise 
. He would carve a marble t iger for campus in 

... ::'""''a for the cost of tuition. Ouachita accepted, and the 
ry. 

egacy Ben's great-g randpa began continued with 
dpa, mom and most recently his cousin. Ben grew 

uachita alumni surrounding him and was drawn to 
'ilrW"!•!'t.~ t rough his family's stories. 

er since they've brought me here when I was 2 I've just 
t t)e campus and it j ust fe lt like home," Worley said. 
g on campus from such an early age, Worley has 
oeen aware of his g reat-g randpa's impact on campus. 
made his presence known here on campus years 

he would attend here by writi ng a letter to Ouachita's 
--. ..... ~ol.P president, Dr. And rew Westmoreland. 

sent my brother a shirt for his birthday. We wrote 
~tter saying thank you and we sent him a picture of my 
•s and I sitting on the tiger, and I wrote in the letter, 'My 
atd it was okay for me to sit on the t iger just this once. 

"g!findpa carved it,"' Worley said . 
~ s life on campus has been anything but boring so far, 
ne says he doesn't get t ired of all the questions people ask 
abOut his g randpa. As a new freshman with an unusual 
campus, it has served to be a good conversation starter 

:ng new people. 
--~--C-"' like any other freshman, just has that desire to get to 

make friends and keep Henderson away from 
i:iiii:::srawe. There's more to Ben than just his identity as a 

e of a sculptor. Just as his great-grandpa did, he wants 
a e his mark on campus; but a little differently. 

st want to be the guy who was friendly to everybody," 
~y said. 

6a"g a freshman is an experience like no other. Worley 
• ants to have that same fun, unforgettable experience 

ost Ouachita students seem to experience. So me 
or ley, the guy with a cool grandpa who just wants to 

"€nd and tell his story. 
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Webster's Dictionary defines leadership as "a pe 
who guides or directs a group; the ability to e 
Often when you think of a leader, you thin 

someone older and wiser that has had lots of time to e 

about being in authority. For Hannah Bunch, a freshman h :>. 

and political science double major from Paragould, there 
little time to gain that wisdom. When Bunch received a 
from Hannah Pilcher, resident director of Francis Crav. · 
Hall, in July before her freshman year with the opportun­
serve as an RA, she immediately knew it was something 
wanted to do. In talking to Pilcher, Bunch was hesitant 
ext remely excited to hear about the responsibility that be 
an RA offered. 

"When she started talking about what a ministry it was 
how my job is practically just getting to know the girls o 
hall and being their friend, that just sold me," Bunch said 

Spending your time in an authority position while yo ... 
also having to learn to navigate the ropes as a freshman w~ 
easy, but Bunch believes it's all about time managemen· 

"You know when you're going to be busy and you kno 
schedule out, this is when I'm going to do my homewor 
this is when I'm going to have my friend time and this ~ 
RA time," Bunch said. 

Bunch knew from the beginning as a freshman w · 

heavy workload, having enough time to get everything d 
was go ing t o be cha llenging. Just like with any area ot 
sacrifices had to be made to have the top priority th 
taken care of. 

"The only thing that I first thought about was not b­
able to participate in open dorm with your friends, bu· 
don't have to work every open dorm, so I won't miss ou 
that," Bunch said. 

Being a freshman, not accustomed to open dorm, B ... 
recalled a funny night in her first weeks on campus wher 
was in her room studying with her roommate. 

"I heard this loud boisterous laughter and knew it ha 
be guys. I peeked my head out of my door to see where • 
coming from and realized it's the room two doors down · 
me! My adrenaline was rushing and half of me was read 
bust up in the room and kick them out and t he other hal 
super anxious about the whole situat ion," Bunch said . 

After waking up her roommate about the laughter, B1.. 
realized it was an open dorm night, so the boys were allo 
to be over. 

Bunch really enjoys her job. 
"I'm just so thankful for the blessing that it's been anc 

the girls that have let me come into their lives," Bunch s 
"It 's an awesome ministry and just amazing how God wo 
it all out." 
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As a little girl for Halloween every year, Brooke Schmidt, 
a sophomore business administration/management 
and marketing major from Rowlett, Texas, used to 

..JP with a pretend crown as Miss America or Miss Texas. 
=eb 28, Schmidt received her very first real crown when 
~as named Miss Ouachita Baptist University 2015. 

as nervous because I knew there were so many girls 
had done pageants before and I hadn't. I learned that 

ras" tall about the competit ion because it was something 
.as doing for fun. I was just using the g ifts that God had 

ce me to do my best. If it was His plan, it would happen 
_ · ,ot, I was OK with that," said Schmidt. 
- ~oughout the pageant process she was able to meet 

g rls from around campus, have fun and push herself 
gh new experiences. 

~ecause I have never done a pageant, it was probably the 
• me in a long time where I completely stepped out of 

co"lfort zone. It really allowed me to build a d ifferent kind 
conf"dence on a different kind of level in areas that I had 
:er rtad the opportunity to grow in before," said Schmidt. 

Sc midt has been a leader in many ways. She leads 
p with her dad at church back home and has danced 

·he NBA Dallas Mavericks Dance Team. On campus, she 
a member of The Women of EEE and the OBU Spirit 

ad. Miss OBU was a new kind of leadership position she 
s eager to try. 

oved the thought of being able to be a leader on this 
pus, in more ways than just being a cheerleader," said 

- ..., dt. "Both of my parents went to Ouachita. The people 
professors have all done so much to get me here and I 
n't think of a better way to give back to my school, the 

rr~unity and my peers." 
Schmidt said she was in shock when they announced her 

= e as the new Miss OBU. She knew she had worked hard, 
.. she was not expecting to win and have the opportunity to 

pete in Miss Arkansas this summer. 
>~e already spent so much time studying about anything 

:1 everything related to Arkansas' history and current 
:!-tts," said Schmidt. "My platform is Teen Substance Abuse, 

.. e researched a lot about how that is affecting the state 
our campus. I'm in the p rocess of designing t-shirts to 

and raise money for a charity that helps fund drug users' 
ent in memory of my friend Jordan." 

Vlth the encouragement of her family and friends, Schmidt 
s excited to begin her journey at Miss Arkansas. 
• !Tl going into this with an open mind and just keeping a 
s tiY"e outlook;' Schmidt said. "No matter what, God has b ig 
~gs for me as Miss Ouachita Baptist UniversitY'' 



T
he balance between holy and hype - for Damaris Ga 
a Christian studies major from Richland Hills, Te 
represents worship. Garcia, along with her brotl->· 

raps original songs with Christian themes, fulfilling a c 
need in her to worship God and minister to others. 

Damaris and her brother Zeke, a worship ministry m ... 
from Richland Hills, Texas, gave high energy performar 
at events throughout Texas, OBU chapel, Campus Ministr 
variety show and the Internat ional Food Festival. Be•. 
perfo rming at evetnts like these, Garcia honed her s· 
through exposure to rap culture at an early age. 

"My oldest brother Eli was interested in rap. W 
my brother Zeke wrote him a rap encouraging him. 
realized that they shared a common interest and they 
collaborating," she said . 

Damaris watched her older brothers work together ,.,.,, ,.~­

raps, while she wrote poetry. She performed a rap of 
words for a project in the seventh grade. As a senior in ... 
school, her brothers discovered that she could contribut=­
creating and performing raps with Christian messages. 

Through support from their parents, church memt 
friends and faculty, Damaris and her brothers' · 
transformed from a hobby to a form of worship and min ~ 

An event that impacted Garcia and demonstrated ~ 
ministry took place in Hot Springs when a girl approac 
Garcia about her music after a concert. 

"This girl was just amazed," Garcia said. "She kept sa 
how much she related with what we were rapping about 
how rare it was to see not just a female rapper, but a fe 
rapper who wrote about God." 

Damaris and her brothers have worked with themes ~ 
as depression, suicide, straying away from God and accep 
the call to ministry. 

"Most of our raps come from things we've struggled 
Garcia said. "We want to focus on lifting up the name of C 
rather than ourselves." 

Prayer before, during and after was part of the gro, 
routine in each performance. As each rap dripped 
scripture and themes that came from personal experier 
Garcia and her brothers used their gift to minister to ot 
and worship at the same t ime. 

"When I'm on stage, it's my time to worship God," Ga 
said. "I want to be invisible of the crowd, whi le I show t 
who God is." 

"I feel like I am called to missions, specifically to r 
city missions," Garcia said . "I'm content, even if our rape 
doesn't go any further. Our ultimate goal is to b ranch ou· 
further the Kingdom of God." 
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any students have been to Kanakuk, worked at 
Kanakuk or have at least heard the crazy, exciting 
camp stories that others share. What most people 

· heard about however is the behind the scenes work 
goes on to make those crazy, exciting stories possible. 

0 oberson, a sophomore science major from Conway, 
ed to have the Kanakuk experience that everyone talks 

- but what she got was something very different. 
ought that I was a really tough person and that I could 

e any job. I realized rea lly soon while working in the 
"'r wasn't as tough as I thought. The days and the hours 

e worked were real ly long and really hard, and not what 
e pected," Roberson said. "I never would have thought 
cou d accomplish what I did this summer." 
ra worked at Kanakuk from July 3-August 9; over a 

of hard and dedicated work serving God's kingdom . 
.rot was serving on the kitchen staff. In Kanakuk terms, 
.as e1ther one of the cooks or one of the kitchies, people 
dean everything in the kitchen and serve every meal. 
.e were awake by 6:00 or 6:15 every morning and then 

S!arted on breakfast. Once that was prepped, we ate 
qu1ckly and began prepping the food for lunch. Once 
~as done, we prepared for dinner," Roberson said. "No 
r how far ahead you got, there was always still work to 

one We got to go back to our cabin at about 9:00 or 
every night." 
berson said they weren't able to come into contact with 

er staff a lot. However, one night a week the g irls got 
a from the kitchen and stayed in a teepee with another 
s~: or and her kids. 

e night, two of the girls came out on the deck and 
ed guidance about salvation. I got to help answer some 

e r questions and the two girls ended up getting saved at 
e.,d of the week, so that was really cool," Roberson said. 
~s des their assigned one night away, the kitchen staff 
a ways behind the counter and behind the scenes. 

said the girls were told to be prepared to feel very 
erappreciated. They knew they weren't going to be in the 

ght and they were OK with that. They were also told that 
::a .uk couldn't be run without a kitchen. 

Vith that mindset, we were able to realize that we were 
1-.~rthering the kingdom, even though it was a different act 

serv1ce," Roberson said. "God broke me in so many ways 
e kitchen. He made me realize that I actually do not have 
~ogether and I needed to rely on Him as my source of 

_ gth. Complaining got me nowhere, but spend ing time 
~he Lord made me remember to work hard and for Him 
day. Learning that concept truly grew me this summer." 

.. 
"' 0 



Students were often occupied with growing in 
personal relationship with God, and how they could carl) 
past Ouachita and affect lives in other states and count 
While that was a worthwhile goal, t here was an immeu 
need for spiritual growth here in the local commu 
John Sivils, a sophomore English major from Arkade ~ 
addressed that need by serving as an active member 
leader of Younglife for high school students at Arkade 
High School. 

"Our mission statement is 'to introduce adolescen•_ 
Jesus Christ and help them grow in their faith,"' Sivils sa .. 

Sivi ls joined Young life just wanting to get his feet we· 
with leaders on the team all graduating and the club ha 
a need for leadership, he had the opportunity to step up 
lead within the organizat ion. He felt that being in a posit o 
authority grew his relationship with Christ. 

"It 's showed me what it really means to be like Christ. •~ 
humble, and to serve others," Sivils said. 

John was drawn to Younglife because of hov. 
o rganization was focused on getting involved in stude 
lives. They were a weekly uplifting influence to kids 
might not have gotten it otherwise. Monday nights Yourg_ 
hosted what they called "Club" where they p layed ga 
sang popular songs and shared the gospel with the kids -
work of Young life extended past one night weekly tho, 
John and others on his team connected with stud_ 
through on-campus Bible studies and fun activities 
going to the movies, bonding time over f ishing or har _ 
out playing video games. Leaders in Younglife disciple · 
students and often split up into gender groups so thatfe 
and male leaders could specif ically minister to a group 
they could relate to. 

"We want to show Christ 's love to them in our friend 
with them and be able to g ive them a safe place where 
can be themselves and where we can show them we 
them," Sivils said. 

Although Arkadelphia only had Young life for high sc 
there was room to expand with the organization ha 
multip le different ministries. Other Younglife m -
opportunities included W ildlife fo r middle school 
Younglife Capernaum for individuals who were handicap 
and Young Lives which was a ministry for teenage mot· 
There was even room for growth on the collegiate leve 
the ministry Young life for college students. 

"I want to be able to see all of those in Arkadelphia. 
like there's a need fo r each of those and the more I live il"' 
town the more I see it," Sivils sa id. 

John promotes Younglife as a place where he and o· 
college students looking to be impacted can grow leaders 
skills and people skills. Through hanging out with your 
students on a regular basis and hearing their testimor 
John's life was just as impacted as the students whof'T' 
served. 
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M ost college students remember when Nickelodeon 
meant "Rugrats," slime and cheesy pre-teen dramas. 
For Kendrick Scorza, a junior musical theater major 

m l ttle Rock, the good old days of Nickelodeon are a 
nder of a life changing experience. 
~here was an open casting call for Nicke 

-~= .ny Challenge' in New York, LA and a the "'r"''"'~•a 
~ry in Little Rock as wel l," Scorza siid . .,1 did my 

..... =·gured out that their basic ment 
< l(lds how to get active and have a y lifestyle." 
::Or Scorza, getting selected to ate in the 
-.. ·t'ly Challenge" wasn't just luck of draw. He 

as well as personal motivation to althy. 
' 1 brother, who was only 25 at the , had just 

With him being so young, it rea ade me want to 
a'healthier life," Scorza said. "I told the prod ucers how I 

- =rom New Orleans, how I had been affected by Katrina, 
.:ry-h ng I had been through and how I had been struggling 

m) weight. In about a month the producers called me 
·old me that I had been picked." 

- e challenge didn't just involve gaining a general level of 
~ss. Each participant was g 

as to run a triathlon. 
- e goal that they Qave me 

ay Kids Triath : sl id Scorza. •t 
d •or it. I event had to swim a h 

or four miles a run a mile. I d 
dn t ride a bike couldn't run to 

lead ing up to 
ded by the Go ealthy challenge 

order to teach him the skills he 
was assigned a trainer named David Bazzel, who was 

-d o personality," Scorza said. "They also gave me a 
•• on1st. At one point though, I got to work out with an 

1C gold medalist swimmer." 
end, Scorza's journey was a success. All the training 

d he reached the goals that had been set for him. 
-t the end of the six months, I was able to participate in the 
• on," Scorza said. "I learned how to ride a bike, learned 
• to swim and when it was all said and done I had lost over 
pounds. I've been trying to live a healthier lifestyle ever 
e 

-ccording to Scorza, this wasn't an experience he took 
· y He says that he took things away from his experience 

e'll be able t o use fo r the rest of his life. 
- h1s was very real for me as a person," Scorza said. "The 

3SOI"''S I learned over the course of the. show helped me not 
y to become a healthier individual, but also a more sound, 
around person." 



As small children, many grow up loving Disney mov 
They dress up as the characters, they sing the sor 
they watch the movies on repeat and often drearr 

becoming a character. For Kathleen Suit, a junior theater e 

major from Hot Springs, this dream became a reality wr 
she was given the chance to participate in the Disney Co 
Program with a role in character performance. 

"We're not allowed to take ownership of the character 
Kathleen Suit is Kathleen Suit and Snow W hite is Snow Wh 
Suit said. " If I ever say I'm friends with somebody, pertain 
to a character it means that's who I'm portraying for the da 

Suit was "friends" with several different characters in 
time at Disney, most commonly Snow White, Chip and D 
and Winnie the Pooh. 

According to Suit, training for a job at Disney was diffe 
depending on what kind of character you were friends 
for the day. There are sculpted characters, characters · 
don't speak such as Mickey Mouse, Goofy and Pluto and t 
there are everybody's favorites, the face characters. These 
characters such as the princesses and the villains. 

"We learn how to tell a story to a guest without using 
words," Suit said. "You have to be able to animate to therr · 
answer to any question that they ask you." 

Employees also had to learn a variety of rules they ha 
follow in order to ensure guests feel respected and loved 

"We would never point at something. You always " 
to do an open hand point or a two f ingered point beca 
people from different cultures could get offended," Suits. 

And the most important rule of all, "Never be the f irst 
to let go of a hug because you never know what a kid is gc 
through," Suit said. 

In her time there, Suit learned that Disney is designe­
hide you from reality. From the way the ground is built lo 
than the walls so you can't see the outside world to the Ut1 
a giant underground community that allows characters tu 
from one place to another in the park without guests see 

"People, when they go to these parks, they really susp­
their disbelief. They come here to escape, to leave t 

problems," Suit said. 
Before working for the Disney College Program, Suit 

never been to Disney World even as a guest, so wa lking 
the experience, she wasn't sure what to expect. 

" I expected it to be a job and it wasn't. It was a life chang 
sit uation. I went to the parks every single day almost 
never got tired of it," Suit said. 

It was the chance of a lifetime; one that transported he• 
of Ouachita's bubble and into a dream world where sched 
vanish and are replaced with magic and happiness. 
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or most students, summer is a seasom of spending time 
with family, working a part-time job or enjoying a long 
break from school. For Noah Myers, a junior Christian 

major from Murfreesboro, summer was a time of hard 
miles away from friends and family. 

yers, an active member in the OBU ROTC program, 
s:lent his summer at Leadership Development Assessment 
::0 rse, or LDAC for short, in Fort Knox, Ky. LDAC is the 

requirement from the Army, other than graduation from 
3ege, for students in ROTC to become a Second Lieutenant. 

he goal is to teach you how to work with other people. 
oo everything that you've learned from your freshman to 
r year, all in 29 days," Myers said. 

_·uaents are not allowed to communicate with anyone 
e d ring this time of training. 
The first two days you have your phone just to let your 

y now that you made it safely, then they take it. You 
back the last two days to let your family know when 

uation is and when you' ll be coming home," Myers said. 
e absence of a phone was especially difficult for Myers, 

as -e was unable to talk to his fiance, Madelyn Masengill, 
M he was to marry less than a month later. 

!.s far as the workload given at LDAC, it was unlike any 
of its kind. 

part we were out in the woods, either 
r outside. We would wake up at 4:30 i 
·mes 3:30 depending on the day, and 
rs a day working operations," Myers said. 
p ressure, as he was one of the leaders 

. "I was in charge of 250 people at on 
ns that I made affected everybody that 
ay. It was kind of scary because I knew 
and graded by people that I had never 

t'lllll!. make sure that everyone was taken care 
WIN•g to make sure that I got a good grade," 

stake for Myers and the rest of the 
-r. c1pants All the work that they had done fro 

c:;__"---r.-o..-=cnman to j ear was to prepare them for this course. 
as a passlf8il ~pe thing. If you fail this course, you fa il 

e program end you don't commission into the Army.'' Myers 

ow that he has completed LDAC, the next course for 
e~s is the. Basic Officer Leadership Course, or BOLIC. 

-· erthan 29 d'ays, the BOLIC program lasts forfour months, 
ere Myers will again be graded on a pass or fail basis. This 

ro .... rse lasts four months and determines what job Myers will 
perform during his time in active duty. 

:r-
... -~-_ ,.,. 



W hat would it feel like to fly? To let go of all w 
and care and throw yourself into nothing but a 
seems unimaginable yet some have come close 

the sensation. Kaylee Nebe, a senior musical theatre ma 
from Mesquite, Texas, has always pushed boundaries w 
possible. She has become the campus dare devil hang 
aerial silks anywhere possible on campus and climbing 
and hanging on by a thread, literally. 

"I had seen videos of Cirque du Soleil and the wh 
concept of silks was amazing to me, but I always assurr 
that it was really hard to do," Nebe said. "My sophomore > 
I was cast in the theatre department's production of -
Crane Wife.' The d irector had two silks hanging on each s 
of the stage. We were asked to play around on them to 
if we could come up with some sort of flight image. I be~ 
to play around and started watching tutorials and I realize 
wasn't as hard as I thought." 

Once the production ended, Nebe's hunger to explores 
was not quenched and she began seeking out opportun · 
to learn. 

"The first silks class I took I almost cried in my car on 
way back home. I kept saying to myself 'I'm never goin 
be able to do this,'" Nebe said. "The instructor taught us h 

to climb and I could barely get off the ground. What I d _ 
know is silks require a lot of abs and arms strength, wh 
needed to work on." 

Though the experience wasn't what she thought it 
be, it d idn't stop her from returning. 

"I lived in Oklahoma during the summer after 
sophomore year and found an aerial silks class near 
house. It was really fun because the venue was small and 
class was much smaller than my first one," Nebe said. 

Nebe's interest in aerial silks was motivated by a dr'-" 
she wished to see fulfilled during her college career. 

"I knew since freshman year that I wanted to student d 
a show in the theatre production season. Around the t: 
started working on silks, the theatre department annour ~ 
the Muse Project. The Muse Project allows students to sue 
works to direct and I realized this was my opportunity,• s 
Nebe. "I had always adored the story of Peter Pan and al 
wanted to direct the show and immediately latched o 
the idea of doing Peter Pan using silks to portray the f 1 

throughout the show." 
The selection committee was intrigued by the aerial as 

Nebe wanted to incorporate into her version of Peter " 
Nebe was approved to create and direct her vision v. 
came to life on the Verser stage at the beginning of the sp 
semester. 
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I n ·he heart of Africa lies a small country known for its wild­
:fe and vast grasslands. This land is also home to a few 

Ouachita students. Where is this place? Zimbabwe, and 
a~g Martin, a 6 foot 6, 23-year-old who enjoys a cup of hot 

a..,y time of the day, is one of these students. 
th nk the people in Zimbabwe are very laid back," said 

rur "It takes a lot to get a Zimbabwean stressing. And 
erything is very much done on, what they call, 'African 

e.' A little step slower than people here are used to." 
he nature of Martin's upbringing cultivates patience and 
s stence in a person which lends itself to Martin's passion, 
A I of Martin's pieces are a testament to his hard work and 
e for what he does, made evident by the tiny brush strokes 
ma e a bird's feathers, a dog's fur or a lion's mane come 

e. However, Martin has not always been the avid artist he 
day. 
had taken art classes all the way through school, but I 
never really devoted much time or effort into it," Martin 

ound his fourth year of high school, something changed. 
had a new art teacher and she challenged us to stretch 
e ves," Martin said. She was very much a realist, draw or 
t .vhat you see. I realized I enjoyed drawing and I had 

- ;.e blending of faith and art adds depth to Martin's wo 
ca.Jse he is not simply trying to craft something that loo 

but he wants to show the beauty of creation. 
:As a Christian, I believe in God as the creator of all of the 

am surrounded by back home. And I l ike to portray it 
s because I think it 's intentionally designed," said Martin. 
artin's love for animals and wildlife has cultivated a love 
d ife art, but it has also stirred in him a passion for con­

.a ·on. Martin speaks fervently against poaching, espe­
' of rhinos, which are being killed for their horns by the 
dreds in southern African countries like Zimbabwe . 
.vould prefer for the animals to be seen as an asset and 

o..ereficial to us through tourism," Martin said . 
.... s views are sound and simple- keep the animals safe to 

:.: '1tain the beauty of nature and wildlife so that the tour­
.s;r- ndustry can increase and more money can be generated 

a struggling country. To help in the conservation process, 
;artm hopes to use his artistic abilities . 
.\s he pursues a degree in graphic design, Martin hopes 

• -.~se his skills to play a part in the conservation process. He 
opes to couple his experience in graphic design and studio 

a ... by making visua l aids for campaigns for conservation 
- d against poaching. Martin sees a need for stewardship of 
resources in a place he loves, and he is taking steps to help. 

I» ... .. -· 



B abysitting. Coaching. Directing. Carpooling 
Homework. Birthday parties. This has been routine r 
seniors Kristi-Paige Danielson and Ramsey Vaugb 

since freshman year. The journey that allowed Arkadelphia · 
become a real home began when Vaughan started the searc 
for extra cash. 

"I just wanted a really fun job, and somehow I heard abo 
Gymnastics Plus," said Vaughan, a kinesio logy and leisu 
studies major from Branson, Mo. "I Goog led the gym a" 
found their Facebook page. I emai led them being o ld scho 
and said that I was looking for a j ob." 

Vaughan started teaching kindergarten through s1x .. 
g rade gym classes. She then noticed there was a che 
program offered and asked to get involved. 

"My boss asked if I had any friends with experience _ 
we all creeped KP on Facebook in the gym office," Vaugi'! 
said. "The head coach at the t ime saw that KP had chee· 
for a world championship team, and told me I had to make 
happen and get KP on board." 

Danielson was hired and the duo began as assista 
coaches for the Excite All Stars. Over the past year, Daniels 
and Vaughan have been in charge of the program. 

"We've had girls from 4 years old all the way to 12 yea 
and they all usually age out. In the past, we have coacr .. 
multiple teams, but this year we just had one," said Daniels~_, 
a Christian studies and Biblical studies major from Cabot. 

To give their g irls more opportunity, Danielson and Vaug 
created the opt ion of individual competition. 

"We have three girls who compete in ind ividuals whe 
we choreograph for them, they go on stage by themsel 
and just do their thing," Danielson said. "Two of our girls 
nationals titles a few weekends ago." 

The team competes in about seven competit ions ea 
season. Danielson and Vaughan pick girls for the tea 
coach, choreograph every routine, pick out competitions a 
complete reg istration for each competition. 

"It sounds lame, but I've learned incred ib le leaders 
skills and understanding what it takes to fully comm t • 

something and see it all the way through from beginning · 
end," Vaughan said . 

Both coaches agreed they have learned more ab 
themselves throughout their experience. They learned 
maintain a job and high stress levels. 

"Time management has been key. It's one thing to jus 
in school, but we've built relationships and I think that 's,..,­
important," Danielson said. "We've grown to love these · 
and their moms and the community of Arkadelphia. This re~ 
does feel like home to us, not just Ouachita, but Arkadelp"' 
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1/ W e're going to New York! Elevators, trains, the 
lights of Broadway!" Two years ago, when Chad 
Burris, a senior musical theater major from Van 

;;en stepped into the roll of Cornelius Hackl in the O BU 
a!er department's presentation of "Hello Dolly," it's hard 
say f he ever imagined those words would become so 

ant to his real life so quickly. 
am currently on the national tour of the Tony Award 
.,g Broadway musical The Book of Mormon,"' Burris 

I am the standby for the one of the leads, Arnold 
"'ngham. As a standby, I am at the theatre every night 

-c to go on, and whenever he is sick, I p lay the role." 
E ms says that he got the audit ion through a personal 

ect1on and after a long and worrisome process, he was 
_ e,.,ted with what he's described as a dream opportunity. 

auditioned for the show through a video in August of 
3 Burris said. "I found the email address of a guy that 

elping cast the show and he asked me to submit a tape 
g a song and doing several of the scenes from the show. 

·ober he contacted me and said he was coming to Little 
and I had received a callback. In May, after giving up 

ope for booking the job, I heard from the NYC casting 
ecor and I flew to New York to audition for the director. In 

June, I booked the job and left for rehearsals." 
e the high expectations might sound nerve wracking 

some, Burris says that it's actually caused him to stumble 
a 'ew laughable moments. 

debut in the show was in Philadelphia, Pa., and I was so 
·ed to go on," Burris said. "There was one part of the show 

- .e didn't get to rehearse, so I went into it without ever 
g t. I almost broke the set and fell through the window in 

backdrop! It was a trip. Literally." 
According to Burris, this job is everything he's been 

, g for and everything he could have imagined. 
- "' s job is a dream," Burris said. "This show has always 

;en one of my favorites and it is so cool to be associated 
such a massive machine that is 'Mormon.' My favorite 

g work wise is getting to play the role. Getting that text 
.,... ou're going on is the scariest, most exciting feeling that 

e ever had. " 
0'1e thing Burris stressed is the fact that he worked hard 

seized his opportunity when he saw it. 
want people to realize that if they want to achieve 

h ng in their lives, they can do it," Burris said. "Anything 
possible. Follow your d reams and work extremely hard. 
::!') Worthen, a former professor at OBU, told me that luck 

"en hard work and opportunity meet. I agree with that 
p etely and I think that if you're doing what you need to 

God will work the rest out." 

-· lA 



As an athlete, achievements and accolades ga1 
from on field performance are always something 
be cherished. However, for Spencer Knight, se 

fullback for the Ouachita Tigers, the most important av. 
was earned off the field. 

Knight, a business administration major from Arkadelp 
was named to the 2014 AFCA Allstate Good Works Te" 
which recognizes football players from all levels for t 
volunteerism. Knight, along with the other 21 players nar­
to the roster from schools across the country, traveled 
New Orleans and was recognized at halftime of the Allst 
Sugar Bowl on January 1, 2015. In the week leading up 
the game, the players participated in a community ser 
project together and also attended a football camp for be 

Knight joined the "Be the Match" program in 2011 wher 
was looking to be a potential match for Justin Waite, a for~ 
Tiger teammate who was battling leukemia. After hea'" 
the news, Knight and several of his teammates signed up~ 
took a cheek swab test to see if they could be a match. 

Unfortunately, none of them were a match and Y.. 
tragically lost his battle with leukemia later that year. A co<. 
years later, Knight received a cal l from "Be the Mater 
the middle of the 2013 football season saying that he w 
match for a 3-year-old boy in Canada. 

While doing a bone marrow donation for a stranger ir · 
middle of the season may seem like a difficult decisior 
make, Knight said, "My faith came into play and I trusted C 
to work it all out. I've had a high school coach that bar 
with cancer, I've had a cousin that had stage four lympho 
and a teammate in Justin Waite, so for me it was more· 
just a 3-year-old boy." 

Knight was flown to Houston on December 16 to unde 
a physical and had surgery for a bone marrow harves­
January 2, 2014. 

Despite such a courageous act of generosity, Knight 
refused to let himself get caught up in all the accolades. 

"So many of my teammates signed up to be a dono 
Justin and would have done the same thing if they were ir 
situation, I was just the one that got the call," he said. 

Being from two different countries has certainly mad 
difficult for Knight to receive updates on the boy and hov 
handled the entire process. 

"The hardest part about being a donor is the emetic 
attachment that you gain. All I know is that he is a 3-year 
boy from Canada. I request updates through 'Be the Ma· 
Alii want to know is how he is doing," Knight said. 

For Knight, being named to the Allstate Good Works Tt' 
is the culmination of a life dedicated to serving others. 
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I agme a job that allowed travelling the globe, 
expenencing new cultures and impacting other people's 

es Amy Garrett, assistant director for international 
<:at on, has that chance. Garrett has the responsibility of 

:> r>g international students who come to Ouachita adjust 
o . ng to a different country for four years. 

Ga•rett had her first international experience when she 
he opportunity to study abroad in Salzburg, Austria, with 

Cosh's daughter, Barri Bridges, in her sophomore year at 
::oc" ta. 
~er returning to Ouachita, Garrett continued to be 
rested in travelling the world. This led her to move to 
"a shortly after she graduated. While there, Garrett 

ed at the English Language Institute of China, teaching 
ems English . 

.-=-e• being in China for seven years working with the ELIC, 
_tt came stateside and began working in Colorado, 
~ ng college students to work at Ell C. While in Colorado, 

en was offered the position of assistant director of 
e nat1onal education at Ouachita. 
Garrett recruits international students for Ouachita, often 

rnunicating with them through email or Skype and has 
.:-"" made trips to the country where a potential stude 

- Garrett is also responsible for helping students gathe 
_ · nancia l and academic records and get their F1 Visa to 

e to America. 
'""o11g with all of this, Garrett teaches about six hours of ESL 
t: . semester. In these classes, Garrett helps her students 

ove their proficiency in English and develop necessary 
.ror becoming fluent in a second language. 
am really proud of them, and if you think about it, it is a 

ncredible thing that they do," Garrett said. 
Garrett also works with the Grant Center to plan a trip over 
break for international students. These trips normally take 
ce n large cities like Dallas, Memphis, Chicago and even 

-: Orleans. 
Garrett said that the goals of these trips are to give 

_.:,..national students opportunities to see and do things that 
~outside the experiences they have in Arkadelphia. 

want it to be an experience and show them different 
__ .. .s of the U.S. I want to show them cu lturally interesting 
~ces," Garrett said. 

Garrett has the chance to travel and experience new 
..~res and introduce students to American culture as well. 
· .1y favorite part of working here is working with college 

CO! dents, and I love that I get to work with missionary kids and 
-ernational students and their families, as well as working 

_.,.Americans who are interested in missions," said Garrett. 



M irroring the compartmentalized career of artisrs 
Picasso, the 42-year t eaching career of Dr. Pe 
Halaby had been a syncretic journey that comb 

teaching with d ifferent fields of study and artist ic pursu ·: 
Halaby f irst began teaching at O uachita in 1973 as ass 

professor of English. While Halaby loved teaching E,...~ 
classes, his career changed d irections in the early 1990s 

"I was p rompted by the university t o teach the COP= 
class, back then it was called humanit ies," said Halaby. 

Halaby enjoyed the class so much that he agreed tc 
on two more sect ions of the course, both with full waiting 

Halaby rea lized at t hat time that if he was going to·:. 
art appreciat ion, ..he needed to retool. In 1993, he to. 
sabbatical to do just that. 

"I went to Italy and immersed myself in art history," 1-
said. "It gave me the opportunity to go to Florence,\: 
Milan, Naples, Pompeii and Assisi. It was a l ife-cha~ 

experience, which I followed up with more art history c 
from UALR when I returned." 

After his return, he received a call in August fro .... 
current chair of the art department . She was reti ring. 1-? 
accepted the offer to become the new chair. 

"The department was still located in the baseme­
Mabee FineArtswhen I took over.At thatt ime, we had e g 
majors, one computer, a video camera and a print er. Is-~ 
knocking on doors, asking p eople for money. Eventua 
were moved to the second floor of Moses-Provine." 

After several years of raising funds and hiring fac .. 
teach courses like g raphic design and ceramics, 
decided that it was t ime to step down from his posit io,., 

"The beauty of it all is that I was able to have a 
appointment," Halaby sa id. "I'm still in contact w· -
Eng lish, my original passion, t hat o riginal love that I hac 
now I'm an art professor." 

Throughout his teaching career, his students have 
his p riority. According to Halaby, the highlight has 
watching them succeed. 

"For every decision I've made there has always 
good outcome," Halaby said. "There have been dec 
that have opened doors and at the heart of it all has 
'What can I take back to t he classroom?' 'How can I insp 
students?' " 

In the same manner that when one element of a wo • 
is altered, the ent ire composition is changed, Halaby's c: 
has been marked with many of these life-changing dec s 

"I don't change because I get bored," Halaby said. 
a curiosity that is insatiab le. Humanites are integrated -
these are at the core of what makes us human." 

by!Rbbe 
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- ·t,e eyes of any community he set foot in, Scott Dupree 
cou d be seen as nothing if not a loving man. Dupree, the 
·ormer manager of the campus cafeteria, who moved to 
_ pos1tion of cashier on his own accord, says that his main 

at,ons in life were a love of working, love o f the students 
:se'\es and love for peop le in general. 

e been here going on f ive years," Dupree said. "I got 
ne call three days after I left Degray Lodge saying that 
"anted me to come and work here, and so fa r, it 's been 

oest job I've ever had." 
Juoree, hired on the spot for his experience, worked in 

- agement for t he caf for four of his f ive yea rs at Ouachita 
ore moving to his position as cashier. According to him, it 
.e m a newfound sense of freedom, as well as appealing 

s :nendly demeanor. 
e been doing restaurants for 30 years," Dupree said. "I 

• is better than any restaurant. It's the best position fo r 
-"" I ove the people, my boss is the best I've ever had and I 
= nights and weekends off. I haven't had that in 20 years, so 
......, really excited about that." 

:)upree was so committed to the students he served that 
ng the worst winter weather of 2015, he stayed the night 

• e caf j ust to make sure there would be someone on 
~P s to man his post the next day. 
I ended up coming down here at about 1 :30 at night," 
p~ee said. "I looked out my window, saw that the ice was 

ing everywhere and knew somebody would have to be 
n there in the morning. Instead of getting up at 6:00 in 
morning and finding out I couldn't make it, I just headed 
n that night, brought my blanket and curled up in a 
·h. I took about a three hour nap and at 5 a.m., I was ready 

ro'. 
hile Dupree's dedication was something that most 

::::eop e on campus could immediately recognize, he said he 
GS not all work and no play. He enjoyed volunteering with 

• fe of 15 years as well as riding ATVs and unicycles . 
.;e been riding unicycles since I was 13," Dupree said 

-e Halloween I borrowed a student's unicycle, put on a 
= n costume and rode around campus making balloon 

rnals and tossing candy. That was a great time." 
~though Dupree said that his view that his job took care 

·" m was one of the big reasons he was so in love with it, he 
rned that the best part of the whole thing was the students. 

want those students to know that I'm there for them," 
-oree said. "At all cost I'll take care of them, and I think they 
ON. I love it when people ask me to help them, and if I can't 

~:on something immediately, I'll find someone else. It 's just 
at I do, man. I'm a people person." 
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T
his campus of difference makers is more than 
common university. It's a community, a home. ~a 
the faculty and staff have Tiger connections b.:­

their time as employees of the university. For Dr 
Houser, this connection started as an undergraduate st 
Through her time in graduate school, she traveled arou .... 
world, and when f inished, found her way back to Ouacl' • 
teach. She is a tiger for life. 

Houser's Ouachita story started when she and her ·­
moved back to the United States from Africa and she!> 
the last three years of high school in Dallas, Texas . .,.. 
where she first learned about Ouachita. 

During her time at Ouachita, Houser earned a deg 
mass communications and political science. She also • 
t ime working for the school newspaper, The Signal. 

Leaving the bubble after graduation was someth '"'9 
Houser had thought about since her freshman year b 
idea didn't really take hold until a few years into her • 
Ouachita. After spending some time in the summer wo 
camps, she discovered a love for teaching. Houser co,..... 
her desire to continue her education and her urge tote 
continuning to graduate school. 

After applying to several schools, Houser landed in 
at The College of W illiam and Mary. This transition fro,..., 
a Ouachitonian to somewhere completely new wasn t 

"It was rea lly tough in a lot of ways," Houser said. 
She noted the difference in interaction with fac 

something that made t he transition difficult. 
" I think Ouachita professors are very friend 

accessible. I had some really great professors at Wi a 
Mary, some of whom I'm still close with, but there were 
lot of people that felt like you could either sink or sw ...... 
said. After f inishing at William and Mary, Houser purs~-._ 
doctorate at Howard University. 

At Howard, it was not out of place to be in the -
Studies department. The study of African histol) 
growing field at the time that was still new to the a 
world . Being immersed into something new and una 
something that Houser treasured. 

After receiving her doctorate from Howard 
accepted a job with her original home away frofT' 
Ouachita. 

A lot has changed since Houser had been at 0 
but the feeling of community still exists even as a p• 
She said the faculty is younger and more dynamic a 
programs that she was a part of as a student have gro 
larger. The return to the bubble has been an adjust"' 
good way. 
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