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DIRECTORY.

OrricEns -W. H. Bowling. Maoderator, Salem, Ark.
E. J. Bratcher, Clerk, Lanton, Mo.

Cestrat Boarp—J. D. Cochran, G. W. Bray, W. R. King, all of
Union Ark.

AvxiLiary Boarp--One member of each church elected by same.

CONSTITUTION.

Articie 1. This Association shall be known by the name of Big
Creek Missionary Baptist Association.

Art. 2. The members composing the annual meeting of the as-
sociation shall consist of the messengers sent by the churches.

Art. 3. The messengers sent by the churches to the annual meet-
ing shall not exceed four from each church. ; :

Art. 4. The association shall meet annually at such time and
place as shall have previously been appointed.

Art. 5 "T'he officers of this association shall consist of a Modera-
tor, Clerk, and Treasurer, who shall be chosen by a majority of the
messengers annually at the annual meeting of the body.

Art 6. Thisassociation shall have no power to control or regulate
the internal affairs or discipline of any church, - but it may adopt or
recommend all such measures as shall be considered best calculated to
produce the harmony and prosperity of the churches, and advise and
consult upon the matter as the churches may at any time present for
their consideration and advice. It may receive churches into this
association, or dismiss churches from the body, inquire into religion
in its bounds, and suggest measures for its advancement, and be a
common bond of union among the churches, but shall not exercise
any legislative power over the churches.

Art. 7. This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting
by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, provided notice has
been ziven at a previous meeting. - "

DECLARATION OF FAITH.

1. We believe that the Holy Bible’was written by men divinely
inspird, and is a perfect, treasurer of heavenly instruction: that it
has (.1 for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any
mixt: e of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which
God 11 judge us; and therefore is and shall remain to the end of the
worle 1 he true center of christian union and the supreme standard by’
Whic' :juman conduct, creeds and opinions should be tried. .

£ We believe there is one, and only one, living and true God, an
infin -, intelligent Spirit whose name is Jehovah, the maker and
Supr: e Ruler of heaven and earth, inexpressionly glorious’in holiness
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and worthy of all possibie honor, confidence and love: that in the

of the Godhead there are thiree persons, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinet
but harmonious ofices in the great work of redemption. S

3. We believe man was created in holiness, under the law of hig
maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy
st wte. in cons ») 1:nce of which all mankind are now sinners, notoy
constraint but choice; being by nature utterly void of that holiness e
quired by the law of God, positively inclined to evil, and therefore
under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse. -

§. We believe that the salvation of sinners Is wholly of graes
through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who by the appoint-
ment of the Father,freely took npon him our nature yet without sip—
honored the divine law by his personal obedience, and by his death, made
a full atonement for our sins—that having risen from the dead. hels
now enthruned in heaven, and uniking in his wonderful person the
tenderest sympathies with divine perfections. He is in every way
gualitied to an all sufficient Savior.

5. Webelieve that the great gospel blessing which Christ secures
to such as believe in him is justitication-—-that justification includes
the pardon of sin, and the promise of enternal life on principles of
righteousness that is bestowed, not in consideration of any works of
righteousness which we have done. but. solely through faith in the
Redeemer’s blood; by virtue of which faith. His perfect righteousness
is freely impuated to us of God; that brings us into a state of most
blessed peace and favor with God, and secures every other bledsing
needful for time and eternity. i A e

6. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free to all
by the gospel: that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them bj
a cordial penitent, and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the
salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, but his own determined
depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel, which rejection in'l
volves him in an aggravated condemnation. :

7. We belieye that in order to be saved sinners must be regener-
ated, or born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy dis-
position to f;ﬁe»miud; that it affects in a manner above our compre:
hension by the power of the Holy Spirit, in-connection with the divine
truth,so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the gospcl, and
that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance, faith
and newness of life. SR ; 2

8. We believe that repentance and faith are sacred duties and
inseparable graces wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of
God, whereby being deeply convinced of guilt, danger and helplessness,
and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned
contrition, coufession and supplication for mercy, at the same time

)
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peartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our Prophet, Priest and
King. and relying on Lim alone as the only and all sufficient Savior.

% We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God, accord-
ing to wliich e graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners
that being perfectly consistent with the free agency of wan, it com-
prehends all the means in connection with the end; that it is a most
glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, being perfectly free, wise,
boly and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes
hamility, love, prayer, praise, trust in God and active imitation of his
free merey: that it encourages the use of means in the highest degree;
that it may be ascertained by its effects in all who truly believe the
gospel: that it is the foundation of christian assurance and that to
ascertain it with regard to ourseives demands and deserves the ut-
most diligence. :

. We believe that sanctification is the process by which, ac-
cording to the will of God, we are made partakers of His Holliness;
that it is a progressive work; that it begun in regeneration; and that
it is carried on in the heartsof believers by the presence acd power of
the Holy Spirit, Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use of the ap-
pointed means-—especially the word of God, self-examipation, self-
denial, watchfulness and prayer.

1. We believe that such only are believers who endure to the
end: that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark
which distinguishes them from superficial professors---that a special
providence watches over their welfare, and they are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation.

12, We believe that the law of God is the eternal and unchange-
able rule of His moral government-—-and is holy, just and good, and
that the inability which scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfill its
precepts, arises entirely from their love of sin-—-to deliver them from
which, and to restore them through a mediator to unfeigned obedience
to the hely law, is one great end of the gospel and the means of grace

Connected with the establishment of the visiblechurch.

Ii We believe that, the visible church of Christ is a congregation
of Buptist believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellow-
ship of the gospel; observing the ardinances of Christ, governed by his
laws und exercising the gifts and privileges invested in tfiem by His
wor that its only scriptural officers are bishops or pastors and dea-

- con whose qualifications and claims and duties are defined in the
Epi ‘es of Timothy and Titus. 1

‘. We believe that christian baptism is the immersion in water
of a ciiever into the name of the Fatherand Son and Holy Spirit, to
shov forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith in the cruci .
fied .uried and risen Savior with its effect, in our death to sin and
esi rection to a new life—that it is a pre-requisite to the privileges
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of a church relation, and to the Lord’s supper—by which ' he memben
of the church h_' the sacred use MM and "m‘ are to COUMemorte
together the undying love of Christ—preceded always by solemn mit
esamination. :

15. We believe that the first day of the week Is the Lord's day, o
Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes by
abstaining from all secular Jabor and sinful recreation, by the devost
observance of all the means of grace, both of private and publie, and
by preparation for that rest that remaineth for God's people,

18. We believe that the Civil Government is divine appointment,
for the interest and good order of human society; and that magistrates
are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed except in
things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus, who is the only Lord of
the conscience and Prince of the Kings of the earth. s

17. We believe that there is a radical and essential difference be.
tween the righteous and the wicked; that only as through faith are
justified in.the'name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the spirit of
our God, are truly righteous in his esteem; while all such as continue
in impenitence and unbelief are in his sight wicked and under the
curse; and this distinetion holds among men both in and after death.

18. We believe that the end of the world is approaching, that at
the last day Christ shall descend from heaven and raise the dead from
the grave to final retribution; that a solemn separation will then take
place; that the wicked will be judged to enless punishment and the
righteous to-endless joy: and that this judgment will fix forever the
final state of men in heaven or hell on principles of righteousness.

RULES OF DECORUM.

1. The Association shall commence with religious exercise and
a sermon from some preacher, who shall have been previously appoint-
ed, unless the Association shall otherwise direct.

2. The moderator of the session shall preside and the former clerk
shall act, (provided they attend,) until the letters from the churches
connected with the body shall have been read and a moderator and
clerk appointed. 7 ,

3. It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside over the meet-
ing during its session, and appoint committees (unless the Association
shall otherwise direct,) preserve order, reprove improprieties, (except
an appeal is made to the meeting by two members.) He shall havea
right to speak on all subjects, calling a member to the chair,. and ex-
amine and correct the minutes, if necessary. ]

4. The clerk shall keep a correct, copy of _the proceedings of the

meetings, and shall read the letters and documents, and may call any

member to assist him at the close of the meeting.- We shall take
charge of the letters and documents, unless otherwise directec.
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42 The churches shall designate their Wm report their
econdition by letter.

% Preachers in good standing in other Baptist churches or As
sociation with whom we are in fellowship, when attending our annual
meeting shall be invited to a seat as correspondents, and these meet-
ings shall always be opened and closed with prayer.

7. FEvery member may speak twice on one subject in debate before
the meet ing, but no more without leave, and when speaking stand and
address the moderator, and use decorous and christian language; and
no member shall absent himself from the Association during the ses-
sion without leave, and any person who shall violate these rules or
constitution shall be reproved as the Association shall think proper.

& These rules may be amended by a majority of the memben
present at any regular meeting.

9. The churches shall contribute funds for the ordinary expenses
of the body, such as printing the minutes and paying the traveling ex-
penses of such members as the association may send to other bodies.

10. A public collection shall be taken up at each session and ap-
plied to such benevolent purposes as the association may direct.

PROCEEDINGS.

The thirty-fourth annual session of Big Creek Missionary Baptist
Association convened with Highland Park church, Lanton, Mo, on
September 26, 27 and 28, 1908. Introductory sermon by Elder R. K
Pope: subject. Praise Ye the Lord; discussed by Elder S. M. Oliver,
House was called to order by W. H. Bowling. Moderator and clerk be-
ing alsent, W. H. Bowling was elected temporary moderator and E. J.
Rratcher temporary clerk. R. K. Pope and E. J, Bratcher were ap-
pointed reading clerks. Churches were called and responded to by
their respective messengers: -

I County Line—W. H. Anderson, J. P. Hall, Lee Hays.
Enterprise—Z. T. Grisso, Jas. Roby, R. K. Pope, Edna Grisso.
Fiora—H. S. Talley, J. F. Cox, J. M. Goodwin, J. W. Carroll.
Highland Park—W. C. McGinty.

Liberty—G. P. Keith, P. B. Hawkins. |
’ 6 Mt. Zion—O. B. Cochran, G. W. Bray{ 1. D. Cochran, W.R.
{ing.

Y ode Wt

. Macedonia— Arthur Talley, F. P. Ilodt!m
~ Oak Grove-—-Henry Walker, G. C. Jones,- F. M. Floyd, J. T

Mactk, may. :
‘' leasant Grove—Marion Bench, J. F. Christy, J. €. Haywood,
Tl “Holloway. :

I Shady Grove--S. M. Oliver, R. E. Richardson.
I New Liberty-—J. F. Davenport, E. A. Haley.
I Siem- W._H. Bowling, J. T. Livingston, James R. nght,



13 Diamond Springs— W. F. Woods,

14 Spriog River—R. N. Dark.

15 Prospect— Not represented

18 Plum Grove—Not represented.

17 Union Hill - Not represented.

18 Viola—Not represented.

18 Mt Plessant—Not represented.

20 Liberty Hill--Not represented.

Call for petitionary letters; New Liberty responded and right hand
of fellowship was extended. Visiting ministers and corresponding
messengers called for, no response.

Motion to permanent organization carried. H. A. Thompson and
E. J. Bratcher were appointed tellers. W. H. Bowling was elected
moderator and E. J. Bratcher clerk. W. C. McGinty, H. A. Thomp
son and E. J. Bratcher were appointed committee on divine services
Adjourned until 2 p. m. :

After refreshments hotise was called to order by the moderator.
Prayer by T. J. Holloway. Remewed call for visiting ministers and
corresponding messengers: no response.

Report on foreign missions, R. E. Richardson, J. P. Hall, J. F.
Cox, committee. Discussion by J. F. Cox and W. H. Bowling. Ad-
opted; see appendix 1. '

Report an Baptist literature, Ed Ellis, T. J. Holloway, committee.
Discussion by T. J. Holioway and W. H. Bowling. Adopted; see ap-
pendix 2.

Report on temperance, R. K. Pope, J. F. Cox, committee. Dis-
cussion by J. F. Cox,R. K. Popeand Ed Ellis. Adopted; see appendix3.

Report on Christian education, R. E. Richardson, E. A. Haley, H.
A. Thompson, committee. Discrssion by W. H. Bowling and R. E.
Richardson. Adopted;see appendix 4.

Motion to call report on Sabbath school work Sunday morning ab
10 o’clock; carried. Motion to adjourn until Monday 8 a. m.; carried.

SATURDAY NIGHT.
Preaching by Elder J. F. Cox; t,ext,/Heb 2-13

SUNDAY MORNING.

On account of rain the assemblage was one hour lare. Motion t0
omit preaching and call for report, on Sunday school work after some -
discussion carried.

Report on Sunday school work, W. C. M¢Ginty, J. R. Light. J. F.
Cristy, committee. Discussion by S. M. Oliver, J. F. Cox, J. K. Light,

T. J. Holloway, W. H. Bowling, W. T. Livingston and R. E. itichard
son: adopted, see appendix 5. ;



The committee on divine services reported Elder J. F. Cox to
preach at 3 p. m. Dismissed for refreshments.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

leassembled at 2 p. m. Prayer service conducted by the modera-
tor. At 3 o'clock preaching by J. F. Cox; text, John 12:21L.

MONDAY MORNING.

House called to order by the moderator at 8:30 o'clock. Prayer by
G. C. Jones. Roll called and absentees marked. Minutes of Saturday
and Sunday read and approved. Renewed call for visiting ministers
and corresponding messengers; no respoinse. Call for petitionary let-
ters: no response. _

Call for report on home mission, G. P. Keith, G. W. Bray, com-
mittee. See appendix 6. '

leport on orphans’ home, S. M. Oliver, T. J. Holloway, Henry
Walker, committee. Discussion by T. J. Holloway, S. M. Oliver and
W. H. Bowling. Collection-of 3 was taken for orphans’' home. Ad-
opted, see appendix 7.

Report on deceased members, W. B. King, J. F. Davenport, W.
F. Woods, committee. Adopted, see appendix 8. -

Report ori state missions, R. K. Pope, W. T. Livingston,J. D. Coch-
ran, committee. Discussion by R. K. Pope and W H. Bowling.
Collection for state missions $5.00. Adopted, see appendix 9.

Report. on associational missions, S. M. Oliver, J. F. Davenport,
Z. T. Grisso, committee. Discussion by S. M. Oliver, R. K. Pope, R.
E. Richardson, W. H. Bowling, T. J. Holloway;_. Adopted, see appen-
dix 10 3

teport of central board: We hired Elder R. K. Pope as mission-
ary and paid him 81.25 per day, in full £9.10; he preached at Elizabeth,
Ark.. and had two conversions and tive additions to the church; we
have cash on hand at. present $27.86. J. D. Cochran, president. and
G. C Jones, secretary-treasurer. Adopted.

Fiected J. D. Cochran, G. W. Bray and W. R. King a central board
for 1. ensuing vear, and one member to be elected from each church
as auxiliary board. =

t.eport on finance, G. C. Jones, F. P. Hodges, Arthur Christy,
coniittee: :

Minute funds from the churches. .. - - ocoaoeeen

Public collectiongs iive i s nic i oo iisen ol
'l‘otal __________________________________________ 3 14 38

Meeting of next association to be held with Liberty church, two
mil. south of Viola, Ark. ElderS. M. Oliver to preach the intro- -
duc vy rermon and Elder J. F. Cox alternate.



Arranged correspondence to sister associations, viz: I'nion, W, ¢
McGinty, G. C. Jones, J. D. Cochran, W. H. Bowling, R. & Richard
son; Rocky Bayou, W. T. Livingston, W. R. King, G. W. Bray; Whise
River, J. F. Davenport, R. K. Pope, W T. Livingston; Eievengoint
T. J. Holloway. :

Motion to hold fifth Sunday meeting as usual, carried. Motiog 1o
leave time and place of fifth Sunday meeting with centrai board carried

Resolution. That we tender onr thanks to Highland Park charek
and the people in the vicinity of Lanton for their kind hospitality and
to the moderator and clerk, visiting messengers, ministers and to ail
concerned in the Godly deliberations of this association. R. K. Pope. -
Adopted. '

Motion to adjourn to meet with Liberty church, Saturday befors
the fourth Sunday in September, 1909, at 10 o'clock a. m. Carried.
While singing “How Firm a Foundation,” the brethern took parting
hand. Closing prayer by S. M. Oliver.

: ErLpex W. H. BowLing, Moderator, Salem, Ark.
E. J. BRATCHER, Clerk, Lanton, Mo.

APPENDIX 1. Brethern, we your committee on foreign mission
beg to report the following: Jesus’' command is to go teach all nations,
etc. We believe that the command applies to us as much as it did to
the disciples to whom Jesus gave the command. We are glad tore--
port that the gospel is now being given to man in heathen and papal
fields, but there is yet much and pressing need for pushing the work..
Jesus has promised to be with us always, even unto the end. Having
this promise, we should press forward, for well we know tnat many are
the immortal souls to be saved with the gospel or to be lost without the

Rospel. Respectfully submitted, R. E. Richardson, J. P. Hall, J.F,
Cox, committee. : :

APPENDIX 2. We your committee on Baptist iiterature beg to
submit the following report: That there is a great destitution in our
association of Baptist literature and we advise that our brotherhood
take great interest in our home papers and also the Baptist. literature
~ of our Baptist publishing houses and to get it in ‘as many homes 38

possible. Ed Ellis, T. J. Holloway, committee.

- APPENDIX 3. We your committee on temperance beg to submib
the following report: Dear Brethren: We are all agreed that the use
of intoxicating drinks is one of God’s worst, enemies, and one of the
devil's best friends. We therefore recommend that the churches com-
posing this association make the use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage
a test of church fellowship. R. K. Pope, John Cox, committee.

APPENDIX 4. We your commitiee on Christion education begt0
report.as follows:  Brethern, let us educate our children in sich a Way.
that will make them able to meet, successfully the many false doctrines



that are being and doubtiess will continue to be taught over our
country. We recommend that Baptists support and patronize Bap-
tist literature and Ouachita system of colleges of Arkansas. R. E-
Richardson, E. A. Haley, H. A. Thompson, committee.

ArrENDIX 3. We your committee on Sunday school work beg
jeave to submit the following: Realizing the great need of our children
teing taught the word of God, we urge the churches to organize Sun:
day schwols and supply-them with Baptist literature and urge parents
to attend Suniay school with their children. thereby showing greater
interes® in religious education. We further urge that a collection be
taken every Sunday, first for foreign missions: second Sunday for
orphans’ home: third Sunday for home missions; fourth Sunday for
school purposes. ' W.C. McGinty, J. R. Light, J F.Christy, committee.

Arrexpix 6. We advise that all ovr churches make liberal cont ri-
butions for home missions. ‘*Ye shall be witness of me in Judea, com-
mon Smyrna and Jerusalem, unto the uttermost part of the earth "
Then let us be witnesses of him throughout our home land in its des-
© titute places. G. P. Keith, G. W. Bray, committee.

ArreENDIX 7. We your committee on orphans’ home beg leave to
report that the Baptist home at. Monticello is a safe place for the or-
phans when left in the world without parents to care for them, where
they can be cared for and trained up under Baptist principles, and that
we give freely of our means to feed and clothe them; and there is great
need of our immediate action to relieve them of the financial situation.
There are now about seventy-five children in the home. S. M. Oliver,
T.J. Holioway, Henry Walker, committee.

ArrENDIX 8. We the committee on deceased members report as
follows: Eveline White, E. S. Pope. These have been called to a home
on high. We mourn our loss. J. F. Davenport, W. F. Woods, . R.
King. committee.

ArPENDIX 9. We your committee on state missions submit the
following: The church aof Christ was commissioned to preach the gos-
pel to every creature. Inobedience to the command of God’s marching
order ‘rom the King of Kings, we have connected ourselves with the
orgarised work of the state and the great army of workers of the
Sout!” By doing this we hope to educate, cultivate and regenerate
the v le world to Christ. Our missionaries last. year done more than
they ' ve ever done for the master. We had ninety-three missionaries
inthe jeld. They led 5,000 to Christ, baptised 3,330 and added to the
chur. 5286. Brethern of Big Creek-Association, how much credit is
due : . for this increase of labor and good? May we increase 30 per
cent . .o in our giving to state missions this year. R. K. Pope, W. T.
Livic <ron, '. D. Calison, committee. ' ; :

- 'PENDIX 10. We your committee on associationai missions beg
tore .t the following: We would say that the least work has been
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done the past year than in several years. We recommend that thew
be appointed asa central board and this board have contro of mis
sionary work in the association and that each local chureh ota
~suitable brother or sister to co-operate with the central """‘ﬁ
soliciting contributions. We further recommend that any of ot
preachers doing missionary work bring a report to the nest association

and be allowed a reasonable remuneration for thesame. S M. Oliver,
. F Davenport, Z. T. Grisso, committee.
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