





- MINUTES.

The Mt. Vernon Baptist Association met pursuant to ad-
journment with the Marianna church, Lee county, Arkansas, \
Friday at 11 o’clock a. m., October 14th, 18S7. (

The appointee, G. A. Grammar, being absent the introduc- 4
tory sermon was preached by Rew. L. K. Obenchain from John

17: 11, After an intermission of five minutes the ‘\ssoci'ltion F
was culled to order Ly former Moderator S. H. King. The for-
mer clerk being absent the Moderator nppomlod ‘L. K. Obenchain
clerk yiro tem.

T. D. Ware and F. M. Prewitt read the letters from the va-
rious churches, and delegates names were enrolled as follows:
Barton—Iepresented by letter.

Bethlehem—T. is. Knight, W. M. King.

Salem—W. Thompson, J. F. Jarratt.

Cypress—C. 8. Belsha, Dr. Hall.

Clarendon—D. Hurst.

tehoboth—J. F. Langston, J. H. Armstrong.

Center Grove—W. H. Douglass, R. A. Batts.

Lone Chapel—R. M. O'Neal, John Jacob.

Pleasant Grove—E. G. Griffol} M. L. Rano.

Pine Fork—NXN. L. Wilson, W. Scott. .
New Hope—E. P. Burrous, W. L. Howard.
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ington.

Marianna—\W. A. Bobbitt, E. L. Black.
Forrest City—F. M. Izard, F. W. Prewett.
Zion—B. F. Thomas, N. R. Thomas,
0ak Grove—R. Bickerstaff, W. F. Ligon.
Oak Hill—R.J. Hewlett, W. C. Kelso, IL 1. W lmp

|

“Mars Hill—\V, VW, Jones, E. B, Shafer.

ig Creek—M. K. McCarty, J. D. French, €. C, \\).m
Poplar Grove—J. B. Hodges, W. 8. Heustess, J. A, Whit-

Shilohi—Jolin Ables.

Oakland—By Letter, ! .

Prairie Grove—D. R. Nuffer. . ’ |
Hebron—R. P. Clifton. . |
Bible Union—P. Rov. Wm. Elliott.

Forest Chapel—J. H. Thompson, . H. Sparkoia, D, Bell.
Philadelphia—M. A, Thompson, J. W, Dicus. J. B, Cooksil
Mt. Gileand—T. Bryan, L. Armstrong,

Pilgrim Rest-=J.J. Smitherman, J. L. Grider.

Level Vallex--Iiy Letter.

Brinkley —\V. 11 Paslay.

Helena—"T, D. Ware,

On maotion of W, IL Paslay, the Association proceeded to

Hopewell—('. L. Long, I'. W, Long. L0 '
|
!

" the clection of oflicer@yhich resuited in the election of 8. H-
] .o . . - p .
King Maderator, W. Tl Paslay, Treasurer, L, K. Obenchain,

Clerk.

.'\djunrneul\tu nreet at 2:30 p.om
Benediction by W. 11, Paslay.

VAN

R

AFTERNOON SESSION, )
On motion, visiting brethren were invited to seats.
M. D. Early, corresponding seeretary 4\rl\.1nsn:, Baptist State

i Convention, responded.

On motion, the order of bus me« was revised so as to dis
v e e
oamn e _: —_ -— — - ’
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tinguish between Association, State, Home and Foreign Missions.
Committees were appointed as follows:

MISSIONS,
Associational—T. D. Ware, C. S, Belsha, D. Hurst.

State—R. G. Hewlett, W. 8. Heustess, W. M. King.
Homre—N. L. Wilson, J. H. Armstrong, Wm. Elliott,
Foreign—IL.. K. Obenchain, Wm. Thompson, Geo. Dickson.
Ldu 'mon—\\' H. Paslay, J. F. Langston, T. E. Knight.
Sabbath~ Schoole—C. “W. Hickey, W. A. Bobbitt, F. M.

' Prewett.

Nomin E. L. Black, J. F. Jarrett, W. H. Douglass.
Temperance—B. F, Thomas, W. W. Jones, W. F. Ligon.
Finance—R. H. Sparkman, M. K. McCarty, J. B. Hodges.

/ leligious Exercise—J. H. Thompson, J. H. Spiyvey, J. B.

Whitted and the deacons of Marianna church.
Petitionary letter from Prairic Grove church was presented-

. On motion was reecived and right hand of fellowship extended

to messengers.

Petionary letter from Hebron was presented. On motion
was received and right hand of fellowship extended to messen
goers, )

On miotion, the Bible Union Church was restored to mem.
bership in this body.

On nmliun, W. AL Bobbitt was added to the committee on

. lcmpcr.ultc
Committec on rt.ll"l(\llﬂ exercises reported that R. (1 ..
. Hewlett would preach to-night and T. D. Ware to-morrow at 11

o'clock.

On motion, the Moderator was added to the committee on
associational missions. :

On motion, the hours of meeting wege fixel as follows:
Meet at 8:30 o'clock . * Speid”half an hour in devotional
exercises ; adjourn at 12 .30 p-m. Mcet at 2 o’clock p. m., and

i and adjourn at will.
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On motion, adjourned to meet after preaching to-night,

Benediction by M. D, Ealy.

FRIDAY NIGHT.

. Afthr preaching by RGO Hewlett from John 2d Timothy 4 l
the As=saciation was called to order by the Moderator, ’

On motion, the regulur order of business wag scuspended,

Letters fram Philadelplia and Mt Gilead churehes received
and messengers enrolled. ’

Correspondence called for. M. D. Early, of Caroline, responded.

Committee on State Missions feported :
Your committee on state missions submit the following: We
are vrofoundly grateful to God for the suceess which has attend-

ed the efforts of {li< people during the past vear, in giving the
gospel to the perishing thousands within our great state. Ark-
ansas may truly be said to be almost a mission field, That it is
our daty as far as possible to occupy this vast territory for Christ
will not be questioned by any true missionary we put here.

Our ~tate Board has had on thiz field during the past vear
fifteen men: some in the towns and some in the country.  These |
men have all done o good work for the Master. The Board could
have put at least one hundred men to work if it could have had
the means with whichAo send them out. |

What we most nedd among our people to enable us to de
reat things for God and humanity, is some systematic plan
which will commeénd itself to the great body of our people. One
that will reach the poor, the rich, the young and the old.

Your committee is of the opinion that the plan is at hand.
and we herewith submit it for vour prayerful (-onsi)vr:ninn:

‘ 1st.  Get your churches to appoint a comwittee to be known
‘ as 4 committe on missions,

2nd. That =aid committee he, requested to see every mem-
’ ber of the chureh. and as far as possible get s:tid‘nmmbcrs 0

e

—_— -
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: .
“agree to pay weekly or monthly as the Lord may prosper them
to the cause of missions.

3. That all monies thus raised to be paid into the treasury
of the church, thereby making the church the custodian of all
funds thus raised.

4. That the church from time to time appropriate the funds
to the Assgeiational, the State, the Home, and the Foreian
Boards, as the necessities may demand. -

5. Your mittee would further recommend that as a
| means to greatly aid the churches in putting the above plan into

, successful operation. the mission book, adopted by the state
| Board which can be had at the small cost of thirty-five cents per
¢ copy, and can be procured upon application to M. D. Eurly, Little
Rock, Ark. This association contributed #85.78 to state missions

Mst year. R. G. HEwWLETT. |
) © W. 8. Hecstess.y Committee.

Which. on motion, after remarks by R. G. Hewlett, T. D
Ware and M. D. Early was unanimously adopted by a rising vote.
On motion, adjourned to meet Saturday morning at 8:30.
Benediction by T. D. Ware, .

SATURDAY.—MORNING SESSION.

At 9 a. m,, after devotional exercises, the association was
called to order by the moderator.

On motinn, C. C. Wyatt was received as a member from
Big Creek church, insteail of C. Sanford.

The committee on vducation reported :

We, your committee on education, would respectfully sub-
mit the following: Since ignorance and vice are closely allied,
so education and civilization, with all their concomitant bless-
ings, are inseparable companions.

i - All nations are apprised of this fact, and~knowing that in
order to develop their varied resources, and to elevate their sub-
jects and therehy keep pace with the progressive march of science ,

|
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Amendment offered by T. D, Ware:

In view of the great importance of an educated ministry, we
_ would most heartily recommend that this association sup-
. port snme one young man studying for the ministry at Ouachita
College; further, that the churches of this association pledge
one hundred and twenty-five dollars for the purpose, and that a
committee be appointed to superintend the work, and that the
\ young man supported must have the indorsement of the associa-

e
tional Board.,
Ou motion, after speeches by W. H. Paslay, J. H. Arm-
strung, T. D. Ware, R. G. Hewlett, M. D. Early, was adopted.

i

PLEDGES TAKEN FOR MINISTERAL EDUCATION.
. Helena, by T. D, Ware.. .10 00]\\ C. Kelsoooooooun. .. $1 00

. Pleasant Grove......... .o 00 Mars Hill, WA Jones... 2 50
Oak il ......... teea. DO \I'umlm.y J. D.Brown... 5 00
e Fork....o........ T.d UO Prairie Grove............ 2 50
Big Creck. ... ..ooie 5 00;8alem, Wi, Thompson... 5 00

. Hebron. It P Clifton.... 2 50iBible Union, Wm. Elliott. 2 50
l’lnl'ul(lpln.x Thomps(m 2 50'W, H. Douglas, (paid).... 5 00

Cypress, . S, Belsha. . 5 00| Pilgrim Rest, Snuthernan, 2 00
. John Ablt..s ............. 1 00|W. H. P.ls]a) ............ 500
. Forest Chapel delegates.. 5 UL W, Williams. ..o .nn 1 00

On motion ot B. T 'l‘lmmns, M. D. Early was invited to pre-
' cent the elaims of Ouachita College. at some suitable time.
Petitionary letter from Pilgrim Rest church, was presented,

; after explanation by L. K. Obenchain, and remarks by B. ..

"/Thomas,
| Pending dizcussion, on motion, adjourned to _meet for

preaching.
After preaching Ly T. D. Ware, from Phillipeans, ii :3, the

_ association resumed business.

! Petitionary letter from Level Valley church, presented.

On niotion of B. F. Thomas, a commxttee consisting of V.
. . Paslay, R. G. Hewlett and L. K <. Obenchain, was appointed:
I to whom should be referred the letters from Pilgrim Test and

! Level Valley churches.
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unanimity. passed a similar law for the District of Columbia and
territories. The plan of prohibiting by local option is doing a
vast amount of good in a large number of states, amone which
our beloved Arkansas stands prominent. "

The drink trafic assails the most sacred rites and interests
of humanity. Tt is more destructive to the human race than '
war, famine and pestilence combined. Every philanthropist
ought to throw the full force of his influence against it. There-
fore we would advise all Christians to use all proper means tes

“establish the rule of total abstinence for the individual, and total
prohibition for the state. It is. therefore, our solemn duty to do
all in our power to bring the church of Christ up to the standard
of New Testament discipline in reference to intemperance as
well as all other sins, :

One of the grandest revolutions now going on in the world,
is the one toabolish the traflic in intoxicant as a beverage. If
any one will carefully investigate the contest for constitutional .
prohibition in the states of Michigan, Texas and Tennessee, they
will see arrayed on the side of prohibition the largest portion
and best part of the different religious denominations, with tears,
and prayers and arguments, appealing to the word of God, to
science, to history, to facts, presenting the temporal interests for
time and the spiritual interestz for eternity, thus appealing to-
the people to stop the ravages of this inonsterevil.  On the other
side are arrayed the advocates of hlood and money, including
some of the most degraded of the human race, with the millions

rocured at the expense of broken hearts, and blasted hopes, and

lood, and death, and ruins in every horridl form; degrading
church members, eorrupting the ballot box, bribing politicians,
assassinating their opponents, bribing juries, using the poor, ig-
norant Africans,and the tenfold more degraded immigrants from
all parts-of the world, to back theni up in robbing the wife of he
husband, the mother of her sons, the community of its peace and
safety ; assailing everything sucred and holy, and encouraging
everything vile and degraded. We now appeal to every one who
reads thir report, after praying to God for direction, to choose on
which side of this tremendous contest they will throw their in-
fluence.

!

- B. F. THoMAs, l I

~W. A. Bosnirt,; Commniittee. ;

W. F. Licox. . |

On motion, after speeches by W. H. Pasley, B. F. Thomas, |

M. D. Early and R. G. Hewlett, adopted. l

Committee on Foreign Missions reported :

Your committee on Foreign Missions respectfully submit the
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SATURDAY NIGHT.

After preaching by W. H. Paslay from Rom. vii: 24 the
nssociation convened for business, T

The comimittee on religious exercizes reported that M. D
Early would preach at the Baptist Church to-morrow at 11
oclock a. m. T. D. Ware at the Methodizt Church. and W. A,
Forbes at the Presbyterian Church the same hour,

Resumed the diseussion of associational missions by intre-
ducing the report/of the executive board. whichis as follows:

At a meetinglof the board during the session ~f the associa-
tion at Brinkley, X wag ascertained that after defravine all ex-
penses of the a=sveifion there was an hand # —~The board
decided to use apart of the amount in assisting weak churches
in sustaining their pastors, At amecting of the board on Satur-
day before the fitth Sunday in May in pursuance of the abwve
decizion the amount of #3.00 was “appropriated to  Brinkiev
wrch and F15.00 to Mars Hill. At the same mecting the sed-
dary of the hoard was ipstructed to correspond with the
prigidentss of Jackson University, Tenn., Clinton College, Miss.,
Sudchita College. Ark., with a view to securing the services

—

- - - ——

of twa voung men to act as missionaries inthe Mt. Vernon Assc- |

ciation, which resulted in emploving M. K. Thornton and A, (.
Ball from Clinton College for two months, beginning the 15th of
July and ending the 15th of September at a sulary of $30.00 per
month each.  Their report is as foilows: Baptized 52, restora-
tions and conversions, 106; amount collected. $17.90; held six
protracted meetings and organized two churches.

The meetings were held in the southwestern portien of Phil-
lips and southern part of Monruve. and in other sections of coun-
try where there had been but little or no preaching. The board
instructed the missionaries when they commenced a meeting to
continue as long as there was hope of doing good. They usually
Leld their meetings from ten days te two weeks. They found
the destitution sogreat that in-order to do the work as instructed.
the time for which they werc employed was exhausted hefore
they could occupy the whole field.

! S, H, Kixg, Chr'm.

Which on motion, after remarks by W, H. Paslay and S.II.

King, and taking tlie following pledges for associational nus-

" sions was adopted :

elena........... ... §25 00
gﬁlenﬂ .......... . ] R ALY
Mt Gilead............. 30|Cvpress......... R N L.

" Clarendon Hurst........ 2 30!Philadelphia........... 500
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SUNDAY MORNING.,

Association met in Sunday School maas meeting at Wo'elock,

After singing and prayer by N. L. Wilson, addresses on the
subject of Sabbath Schools by J. R. Brown and R. G. Hewlett.

Committee on Sabbath Schools reported as follows:

We your committee on Sabbath Schools beg leave to report :

CHURCHES, SCHOLARS, AVERAGE.

Shiloh. ... ... ... . ... ... % 30
Rehobeth. ..o 65 0 @
Forrest City............... (1] B
Poplar Grove.............. 40 25
Forrest Chapel............ 78 60
New Hope................ 30 25

" Pine Fork................ T2 . 13

C Marianna. ..o 43 20
Pilgrim Rest.............. 30 30
Marvell...... ... 30 -
Brinklev.... .. P 80 ) 40
Oak Grove ......c....... . 27 20
Center Grove.............. VI ’ —

We s+e from the above that twelve out of thirty-two

churches have reported Sabbath Schools.  We look upon this
state of affairs with regret when we consider the great impor-

. tance of the work. Brethren there is no field of christian labor

where g0 many can be employed to such great advantage nor
where the average christian can accomplish so much for the
Master. It is the candid opinion of this committee that if vou
would advance the interest of the Baptist cause you must teach
the children the Bible in its purity and simplicity. We there-

fore recommend that the church be urged through these messen- -
=

gers not to defer the organization of Sabbath Schools and ta use

Baptist literature. W. A. Bornrrr, Chrim.
On motion, after speeches by T. D. Ware, W. A, Forbes, M.

D. Early and N. L. Wilson was adupted. ’
Adjourned to meet at 2:300’clock p. m.

AFTERNOON SLESSION.
At 2:30 o'clock the association met. After singing and
prayer by A, C. Ball a lette~from Helena church was read and

. messengers enrolled.

.

Messengers appointed to the state convention S OW.IL Pas-

' lay, T. D. Ware, N. L. Wilson, R. G. Hewlett, R. .\, Lee.

On motion. parties baving subscribed for ministerial educa-
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tion be requested to send the money to the treasurer, (W.H
Paslay) st Brinkley, Ark.,by the first of January, 1888, )
Committee on Home \[x»slons reported :
| Your committee on Home \ll-‘alon‘s would submit the
following :

This Mission is under the auspices of the home hoard of the
Southern l{nptltt Convention.  The field of this board embraces -
Arkansas, Loutsiana and Tex .\s——tngvtlu-r with the Indian Ter-

ritory and the Island of Cuba. The work inCuba is a marvel]
in modern missions, °

Arkansas has been asked for ﬁ\o hundred dollars the Jres- l‘
ent year. About three hundred and fifty of this amount was :
pledged at the *ast Baptist State Convention.

This board has done o grand work work in Arkansas, aud
we most respectfully ask that eur chure hm coutribute of their
means to help inthis great work.

. J. H. ArvstroNG, ) ¢ \
. ) N, L. WIL SON, y ommlltee )

On motion, after remark= by M. D, l..lrl\ and voluntary
contribution. Brinklev, $2.50; New Hope, $2.50; other contribg-
tions, §65.605 total, $11.50, l;_\ request of W, 8 Pasluy special |
}‘r..\tr was made for Cuba by M. Do Farly. Discussed  further
w T DL Ware and was adopted.

Claim of Ouachita College was presented by W. AL Forbes
and M. D, LSarly.

Notes taken to the amout of F05.00; cazh $25.65.

On motion. adjourned to meet after serviee to-night.

Benedietion by [, K. Obenclhain.

NIGHT SESSION, 1
| Miter ]@u'hing by W, AL Forbes, the association convened
. for business, )
i On motion, the clerk was instrueted to have five hundred
: cupiemof minutes printed ; that he be allowed fen dollars for his
l services, and that he send blank .u:uu‘mun al Jetter to church

clerks,
‘ Committee on Finance rnpnrtuul.
On motion, =aid report was recommitted.
After correction, committee re 'mrtdl

Collections for as<ociational purposes. ... . covieenss F
" Collections for statemissions ... ... ... ooeeens . _1'-') ]_?
Collections for turclgn MESSONS o 31
¢ ul]f‘(_tlmh for nunule B R M 10
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