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MINUTES 
According to previous adjournment the White 

River Baptist Association convened with New Hope 
Church at Ralph, Ark., August 30th. 1918. 

In the absence of Rev. B. L. Rayless who was to 
preach the introductory sermon Rev. J. S. :Compere 
was appointed to preach the same which was a very 
interesting sermon. 

Called to order by the Clerk and Rev. W. H. Me- · 
Cuistion was appointed as Moderator pro tern. 

Recess until 2 P. M. 
AFTERNOON SESSION 

Prayer by Brother A. P . White. 
Brethren T. 0. Horn and H. T. Goatcher were ap

pointed as reading clerks. Letters read and received. 
By mc..tion the body proceeded with the organiza

tion by the moderator appointing Rev. J. S'. Compere, 
Rev. Parks and Sister S. Jordan ·to take the vote for 
Moderator, Clerk, and Treasurer, respectively. Re
sulting as fe llows: Rev. W. H. McCuistion, Modera
tor, J. W. Barnett Jr. C1erk, and Brother T. 0. Horn 
treasurer. 

Call for petitionary letters was made. None pre
sented. 

Visiting ministers .invited to seats as advisory 
councils. 

Rev. J . S. Compere from Little Rock, and Rev. 
Parks from Southwest Tennessee Association respond
ed. 

The following committees were appointed: 
Divine Ser-vice-Pastor and messenger of New 

Hope church. 
Asso.ciationa.J Missions--Brethren Eugene Horton, 

A. P. White, and Rev. W. B. Oneal. 
State Missiens-Brethren T. 0. Horn, J. A. Pasco, 

and W. Mayfield. 
Home Missions-Brethren Eugene Horton, H . T. 

Goatcher, and S. E. Arp. 
Foreign Missions-Brethren J. B. Crane, S. E. Arp 
Sunday Schools-Rev. Fred H. Ward, R. H. Rim

er and Sister .Jesse Jones. 
Baptist Literature-Brethren J. G. Dillahunty, J. 

W. Covington and W. W . Lamb. 
Christian Education-Rev. Fred H. Warde, Bro. 

E. Willbanks, and Sister Emma Mah&.n 
Finance-Brethren M. R. Willbanks, Walter Fire

stone and Cyrus Napier. 
Temperance-Bro. Will Nanny, Rev. W. B. Oneal 
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and Sister Irma Robertson 
· Woman's Work-Sister Babe Firestone, Lula. 

Long, Buna Rimer, Annie McCarty, J. M. Reynolds 
and all women present. 

Obituaries- Brethren A. P. White, A. D. Jordan, 
and S. F . Tucker. 

Resolutions- Rev. R. H. Rime~, Brethren W. W. 
Lamb and Walter Firestone. 

Associational Mission Board- Rev. Fred H . Ward 
Brethren Eugene Horton, H. H. Goodman and Will 
Newman. 

Mot1on made that Committee be appointed to in
vestigate why Camp Pasto.rs are being withdrawn. 
Revs. Fred H. Ward, W. B. Oneal, Brethren A. P. 
White and Eugene Horton. . 

Constitution and Rules of Decorum were re·ad by 
the Clerk. 

Committee on Divine Service rec,ommended that 
Rev. R. H. Rimer preach Friday night and Rev. ·z. 
Whitaker preach Saturday at 11 A. M. Also that two 
committees report Friday night. 

Motion carried to meet with Whiteville Church 
on Friday before the First Sunday in September 1919. 

By motifon Rev. R. H. Rimer 'was selected to 
preach the introductory sermon. Rev. Morton Alter
nate. 

Motion carried to adjourn until 8 P. M. 
FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION 

Prayer by Brother .Eugene Hortc.n. 
Committee on Temperance made their report · 

which was adopted. (See report No. 1.) 
Committee on Sunday Schools made their report 

which was adopted. (See report No. 2.) 
· A very interesting sen:pon was preached Saturday 

n:ght by Rev. R. H. Rimer. 
!SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

Prayer by Rev. Fred H. Ward. 
By motion report on Christian Education was 

placed as the first thing at 8 P . M. Saturday night. 
Committee on Foreign Missions made their report 

which was ad1opted. (See report No. 3.) 
Call made for letter not present at previous r ead

in-g. W ise's Chapel letter read and approved. 
Commitee on Woman's Work made their report 

·which was adopted. (See repo·rt No: 4.) 
Committee•IQn Obituaries madA their report which 

was adopted. (See r eport No. 5.) 
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Motion to suspend r egular or der of business an d 
t ake up Mis·cellaneous Business. 

Motion carried fior the Moderato~ to ·appoint a 
committee of three to select Associatlonal Missi<. n 
Board. Brethren S . F. Tucker, J . G. Dillahunty and 
W. H . Mayfield 'Were appointed on this committee. 

The :Dollowing were appointed on the Board: Rev. 
Fred H: W ard, Brethren A. P. White, Eugene Horton, 
H. H. Goodman, and Will Newman. 

Committee on Stewar dship and Young People's 
Work to be added to the list of committees for next 
year's work. 

/Committee on Baptist Literature reported and t h e 
report was adopted. (See report N•o. 6.) 

Motion carried t o• take recess until 2 :30 P. M. 
· Rev. Z . Whittaker preached 'an interesting ser-

mon at 11 A . M. · 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

Prayer by Brother Reed. 
Calling of the Roll. 
Committee •on Assodational Missions made their 

report whi·ch Was adopted. (See report No. 7.) 
Committee on State Missons made their report 

which was adopted. (See Report No. 8.) 
Committee on Finance m ade their report which 

was adopted. (See report No. 9.) 
Committee on H ome Missions made their report 

which was adopted. (See report No. 10.) 
Committee on Resolutions made their report 

which was adopted. (!Siee report No. '10.) 
Motion c3:rried to take recess until 8 P . M. 

NIGHT SESSION 
By motion the Association agreed to· pay an old 

debt 10 n Missionaries Salary. 
Pledges taken for Assocational Missions as fol

lows: Rev. Fred H. Ward, $12.00; Rev. H. D. Mor
ton, $12.00; Rev. W. B. Oneal, $12.00; Brother Eu
gene Hor ton, $12.00; Rev. Z. Whittaker, $12.00; . 
H opewell Church , $12.00; Whiteville Church $12.00 ;· 
Mountain Home Church, $102.00; Sardis Church, $12.-
00; Pilgrims Rest Church, $12.00; New Hope, $12.00; 
Alex J ames, $5.00; Wises Chapel $12.00 ; Mt. Pleas
ant. $12.00; A. P . White, $5.00; S. F . Tucker, $5; 
T. 0. Horn, $5.00; H . T. Goatcher, $5.00; Cotter, $25; 
Oak Grove, $12.00; J . W. Barnett Jr. $10.00; W. 
H . Mayfield, $2.50; Blooming Grove, $12.00. Cash 
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collecti1on taken amounting to $14.82. 
Shilo church was the pla·c.e seleded as the meet

ing place for the next Fifth \Sunday ni.eeting. Rev. R. 
H. Rimer, Rev. W. B. Oneal, and Rev. J. W Rector 
committee to prepare the program. 

Committee on Christian Education made their re
port which was adopted after some very int~resting 
talks were made on the subject. (See report No. 12.) 

Rev. H. D. Morton preached an interesting serm. n 
Saturday night. 

SUNDAY SESSION 
Prayer by Rev. Lawrence Davis. 
Committee on Orphans · Home made their report 

which was adopted. '(See~report No. 13.) 
Motion caried for the Miss .onary to look after the 

monthly donations to hath Baptist Orphans Hom o:s. 
Also to look after securing a car of provisions for the. 
orphans. 

Cash c:cllect1on taken to secure money to finish 
pr~nting the minutes. Six dollars ancl thirty five ~ents 
was secured. 

lV.wtion carried to elect a delegate to the State 
Convention. Rev. H. D. Morton ele·cted. • 

MotiQn to adj,ourn to meet with Whiteville Church 
on Friday before the f1rst Sunday in September, 1919. 

W . H. lVlcCUISTION, Moderator. 
J. W. BARNETT JR., Clerk. 

REPORTS 
No. 1. It is a matter cf satisfaction and rejoicing 

that our government is awakemng to the value of pro
hibition as a war savings measure. Surely our nat .Oll 
·-vill learn that anything that proves to be saving :11 
t :mes of war will be a saving tc· the country in times 
of peace. It is a lso very gratifying to see the states, 
one by one ratifying the constitutional amendment f or 
nation wide prohibitio-n. We feeL confident that cur 
next State Assembly will lose no time in placing Ark
ansas in this ever growing column whkh now cons:sts 
of fourteen states. We wish to. go on record as a body 
favoring ratification and desiring that the next Legis
lature enact an amendment to our present "Bone Dry" 
law so that liquor can be shipped intu our state in no 
form whatever un(ler no ·Circumstances or conditions 
·except absolutely for m edicinal and chemi·cal purposes 



n ncl for use in such labo·ratories as require such. 
At present it looks as if the victory is about won, 

but it is at such a time that the heaviest blows must 
l'a ll, if we wish to silence the enemy for all time and 
•ive no hope f er a future revival of his nefarious busi
n s. Let us press our law-makers in both state antl 
nation to stand firm fo.r all prohibition measures, and 
I t us strive to secure the full enforcement of all t ern· 
p ranee laws by reporting all offenses to our to.fficers 
and urge them to perfo.rm their whole duty in thtl 
punishment of the c"ffenders. No greater steps •can be 
taken than those we take to defend o:.:r yc<.:ng men 
fr om the liquor traffk. Let Baptists go on record as 
they have always gone on record, as against the mak
ing and selling of any kind and all kinds of alooholic 
beverages. · 

W . E. NANNY, Chairman. 
Report No .. 2.--Sunday Schools- God's wor d 

clearly cemmands that his laws and statutes should be 
t aught. Clearly the church is the tea·ching force ·of 
God; and the $unday School is the teaching arm of 
t he Church·. This teaching factor' is being sadly neg
lected in the White River Association. Many of our 
Churches maintain n.c, Sunday Scho·ol at all. There is 
a great la;ck of trained teachers. 

We urgently recommend that some steps be taken 
looking tc· the organization of more Sunday Schools 
and. more efficiency in the ranks of Sunday School 
t eachers. We recommend that O>ur Associational Mis
sionary arrange for the holding of Sunday School In
stitutes and Training classes. 

FRED H. WARD, Chairman. 
Report No. 3.-Foreign Missic.,ns-The Southern 

Baptist Convention at Hot Springs in May decided that 
Southern Baptists should be required to give .one and a 
half million dollars to Fo•reign Missions befiore the next 
meet'ng of the ,Convention. Compared with Southern 
Baptist numbers and wealth, this amount is small. 

God's blessings are upon Ftcreign Missions. Even 
the war is helping this great enterprise. There were 
6290 ·baptisms last year. We now have 464 •churches on 
all the fields, of whkh 141 have assumed self-support. 
We have a church membership above 53,000 with 715 
Sunday Schools enrolling more than 34,000 scholars. 
In other schools we have enrolled nearly 9,000 schol
ars. We are cdnducting theological Schoqls in Japan, 
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China Africa, Italy, and South Amerioca. We have but 
few doctors under appointment and yet these gave 
more than 100,000 treatments last year.. Eighteen new 
missionaries were appointed in June and many •others 
are greatly needed. Every church in the Association 
is admonished to lay large plans and press the great
est campaign next March and April that we have ever 
unertaken for Fo·reign Missions. This Association 
should undertake to raise a worthy part of the million 
and a half dollars. Arkansas should raise $40,000 this 
year for this great cause. The Heme and Foreign 
Fields price fifty cents, is recommended to all church 
members. The Foreign Miss1\Qn Board, Richmond, Va. 
furnishes FREE of charge tracts for distribution. 

J. B. CRANE, Chairman. 
Report No. 4.-Woman's Work.-We note with a 

degree of encouragement that the helpfullness of 
Woman's work is being rapidly rec-ognized a·s .an essen
tial part of Baptist work. We lament the fact that the 
organization ef this work has been sadly neglected in 
this Association. We urge that our -pastors and lVIis
s ~onaries to lc•·ok carefully to this part of our Master's 
w0rk. We ask for the prayers and sympathy of the 
entire Association in our undertakings in th1s work. 
We urg-e that Woman's so·c.ieties be organized in as 
many communities as p•cssible. · 

MRS. H. C. FIRESTONE, ·Chairman. 
Report No. 5.-0bituaries- We your committee · 

on obituaries beg leave to suLmit the following: W a 
find that God in His w~sdom has seen flt to call to 
their eternal heme f .ve of our brethren. While we feel 
a great loss in the Home going of these, our brethren, 
we humbly submit to the will of Him who doeth all 
th!.ngs well. 

A. P. WHITE, Chairman. 
Report No. 6.-Baptist Literature-Your comm .t

t ee on Baptist Literature beg to submit the f ollowing: 
Recognizing the fact hat the world is swayed with 1 t
erature, we your committee rec c.mmend that we as 
Baptists should endeavor to (1) Get God's word read 
and studied in every home and (2) That we in this 
Association try to .get in every home Baptist Literature 
and gocd Baptist papers, books and tracts which teach 
the things that Baptists believe and tea·ch. These 
t r acts may be had free of charge by applying. to the 
Baptist Executive Board, 410 Donaghey Bldg., Little 
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Rock, Ark., or from the Baptist Sunday School Com
mittee at Texarkana, Ark. Therefore we recommend 
that the pastors of the various churches try to geL 
some good Baptist papers and tracts into every com
munity where he prea•ches. 

J. G. DILLAHUNTY, Chairman. 
Report No. 7.-Associational Missions and Desti

tution-There is, perhaps no greater need to be ft. unci 
in Arkansas, than is :Dound in the bounds of the White 
River Assodat;on. One half of the churches in this 
Association have not ha,d meetings-in a year. One halC 
of the churches are nC;w pastorless. ·.::-~ : ~:.-:: a_ ~ not 
near enough min~sters to supply the demand either as 
pastors or to hold meetings. There are fifteen or more 
needy points where meetings could and should be 
held, places where \Sunday Schc•ols could be organized, 
and a great work done for the glory of the Lord. The 
chuflches are unable, or at least, they do not pay their 
pastors enough to justify the Man cf God to give any 
special attention to the need of the field or to do 
more than to mere preach at the t~mes -of his regular 
appointments. The demands for concerted action 
much praying and loyal giving were never greater. 

The work of the M'ssionary Board since March 20th 
has been very gratifying. Elder W. B. Oneal was em
ployed fo·r full time at $100 per mo:1th z.s Miss:onar . 
One half of his salary was paid by the Association and 
l'Ile half by the State Board. With the help of the 
Missionary we have raised $311.72 which is sufficienL 
to pay the Missionary in full with a cash balance 9[ 
$45.06. 

Y.l e heartily recommend the empl-oyinent of a 
strong missionary for full time to begin work at cnce. 
We further recommend that an exe-cutive board of five 
msmbers and an adv~sory committee consisting of c•ne 
membsr in each church be constituted to superintend 
the work. 

EUGENE HORTON, Chairman: / 
Miss·onary's Report-Miles Traveled, 1080; 

Churches v'sited, 16; ·Missi0n Points visited, 5; Trips to 
Chur-ches, 29; Cc.llections for Home Missions, $44.32; 
for Foreign Missions, $44.31; for Associational Mis
sions, $148.81; Total colleded $237.44. Books sold or 
dcna.ted by Miss:onary, 30; Tracts distributed, 300; 
Sunda-r Schools started, 2; Churches Reassembled, 1; 
J?rayers in Homes, 6; Meetings Held, 7; Sermons 
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preached 124; other addresses delivered 29; A·d-ditions 
by letter, 8; AcMiti.ons by baptism, 18; Additions by / 
Restoration, 4; Total additions, 30 . 

On account 0f the lateness of the season when 
your missionary g:ot on the field (it being March 29th 
when I began,) it was imposs.i.ble to v~sit all the 
churches or to get in touch with all the needy Mission 
Points. The Missionary earnestly sdicits the pastorless 
·churches to secure pastors and urges that all the pas
tors strive to. hollc1 m eetings du:i-lng the summer evan
gelistic campaign. Let the next cani.paign be started 
early and an effort made to reach every corner of the 
Association . 

The missiN1ary appreciates very much, the hearty 
co-operation of the many churches and brethren in 
suppo.rt:i.ng the work during his few m onths of labor 
and he w"shes to thank every one who helped- in this 
way or in making suggestkns and in pointing out 
needy f~elds. Let us all pray that the Lord of the 
Harvest will send laborers into the harvest. 

W. B. ONEAL, Missionary. 
Repo.rt No. 8.-State Mission- Your Committee 

on State Missions makes the fdlowing report. The 
way for a Bapt st chur•ch to become a glorious church 
not having spot cr wrinkle is for it ·to be entirely in 
doctr~ne and practice. State Missi :)·ns may be defined 
as the united efforts of Arkansas Baptists to get every 
person in Arkansas saved &nd into Baptist chur.ches, 
and then to get them to g.ive proper suppo.rt t o all en
terpr:ses of the Kine dom ,,£ God. Both for Arkans .: s 
and all the world . 

We believe the great commission was given t o the 
Baptist Church. There is gr eat destitution in all s sc
tions of the state. What an opportunity this presents 
to Arkansas Baptists. They will list -.: n to our preaching 
wh en we send the messenger, and the obligation rests 
upon the people of Arkansas to give them the Gospel. 
Th;s work is carried on by the chur·ches in the sta te 
thr ough the Executive B:.,·a rd of the Baptist State Con
vention and State Association . The report of th is 
Eoar.d to the Convention last year showed great results 
Thus: · 91 workers, 4384 conversions, 2243 bapbsms, 
3470 additions, 29 ·churches, 111 .Sunday Schoo.ls and 
B. Y. P. U's. Organized, and $44,800. (}0 given for State 
Missions. It is the best ·d.ay we have ever seen. This 
year the work has been greatly enlarged. The n J ur 
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her of workers are now 189. We have four men 
working full time at Camp Pike ·besides some special 
workers. 

We are spending thousands of dollars to win our 
. soldier hc.ys to Christ. There has been more chan 

6000 professions at Camp Pike. It will be necessary 
to raise in the State Mission campaign not less than 
$50,000 if we go to the Conventon at Helena with all 
State Mission Obligations paild. Arkansas Baptists 

-are abundantly able to. give all this and more. 
Your ·Comm~ttee urges that pastors J>nd active lay

men during the meeting: of this Association get togeth
er and make plans to reach every church 1n the As
sociation for a worthy .offering to State Missions be
fo·re December 7th. 

T . 0 . HORN, Chairman. 
Report No. 9.- Finance- We your Committee on 

Finance have raised $27.25 from the various churches 
fer the printing of the minutes. 

M. R. WILLBANKS. Chairman. 
Report No. 10.-Home Missi.cms- -- The Committee 

on Home Missio.ns presents the follqwing report: Ev
ery true Baptist in the South has reas.on to feel encour
aged with the great work that h as been done by the 
Home Board. The fo llowing figures refle-ct much 
credit on th;s feature : Number of workers, 14.98; 
churches supplied, 5106; Mountain Schcols 36; pupils 
in the schools, 5190 of whom 110 v·ere preachers; 
built or :mpr oved 505 meeting houses ; Slunday Schools 
organized, 634; Churches o.rganized, 213; baptisms 
30,982. Total number d additions, 51 ,949. For this 
work alone the Baptists -of the South have given $589,-
9~7. We urg·e our churches to encourage and foster 
this feature of our work. 

EUGENE HORTON, Chairman. 
Rep ~' rt No. 11.- Resoluti.ons- W e, your Commit

tee on Resolutions r eport as follows: Resolved that 
· we thank th e Moderator anld Clerk for their efficient 
and faithful serv:·ce. Resolved that we thank the New 
HopB Church and c.0mmunity for their kindness while 
here with them. And also that the Clerk be allowed 
to t ake $5.00 from the minute funds for his fee for 
writing and superintending the prlnting ·.of the minutes. 

· R. J . RIMER, Chairman. 
Report No. 12-\Christian Educat ion-It is evi

·dent that the world is in a transtional era. There is 
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certainly a new •condition if not a new age to confront 
us as soon as the war shall end. That our nation shall 
be able to meet the demands of this time the govern
ment is urging us to go to school. 

While we r ejoice in the great public school sys
tem of {)Ur land, yet there is a limitation upcn the pub
lic schools that it is impossible for t hem to supply the 
every educational neeld of our people. This lack must 
be supplied by Christian Schools. 

Arkansas Baptists now have a chain ·Of splend:d 
Institutions. These schools and colleges are dependent 
upon the denomination for support. At present we are 
in a five year campaign to raise a permanent end<. w 
ment fund f.cr our schools. We urge that hearty sup
port be given this movement .. 

Further there is needed very greatly funds for the 
educatlon of our young preachers. Gc.d's men must be 
equipped. We recommend that regular and system
atic offerings be taken for the support of our Baptist 
Schools. Especially do we urge that every Baptist m 
this Associat:on lend his most hearty support to the 
Mountain H·ome College. 

FRED H. WARD Chairman. 
Report No. 13-0rphans Home-There can be 

no doubt that the Scripture ·comman·d~ us to look after 
the fatherless children. We, bapt:sts, have two Or
phan's Homes in this State. One at Monticello, under 
the care of the State Cc.nvention and one at Texarkana 
under the care of the State Asscciation. 

Your COII!mittee woul':i urge upon all Bapt:sts in 
this Association to aid an·:i as.sst one or beth thes~ 
Orphan Hemes. We would also urge that ev3ry pas
tor in the associat:on lay the matter of these Hom3s 
upon the hearts of our Baptist peoplP, and take up a 
co llect~on at least every quarter for th1s purpose. 

We also urge that our Sunday Schools be trained 
to turn over all Sund ay Schcol cdlections at least once 
each month to one or both these homes. 

We would also reccmmend that at some ho ur to 
be decided by the Moderator there should be a collec
tion taken by this Ass.)c~ta:on for one or both of sai<'l 
Homes. 

J. L. McCARTY, Chainn ':ln. 

The following commit tees should have been inserted in Ordet· 
of Husiness on Page 17, 1>aragraph 7:- Commiltee on Stewardship 
and Commirtee on Young People's Work. 



CHURCHES 
Cnttt>r 
FrienciRhip 
BopPwell 
Mt. PlPa~ant 
Mountain B~.11ne 
New Bnpl .. 
NPw Harmony 
Norfnrl< 
NPw AthPn::.; 
Pdgrims R••st 
Pleasant Gn1ve 
Bt01 ·min~ Grove 
Antioch 
Yellville 
Wi se's Chapel 
Sarclis 
Wh>tevillc. 
~hilo 
Oa l< G rnve 

-------;;-;:;;:-;M=.I ,;-;N';-;12:S':-:T':-'E::..:...:R_:,S~, ME SSE N_G E R S AND C L E:,:R~K_:,S"--:----:::;7=~--.------:--;::-:--==:--
1 MRbSENr.EHS PASTORS CLERKS AD oo RESS 
Hy Letter ITlord R. Goodman Cotter, Ark. 

illro. J. M. Randle and Sister Ratti~ Randle E ld J, H. Marler J. :M. Cooper Mountain Home, Ark. 
Hrn. J. W C vc>nlnn, T. 0. Horn and VV. H Mayfield J. W. Coventon Mountain Home. Ark. 
Brn. .l. W . lhtrnett. Jr . J B. Crane and R F Tucker \V. H. McCuistion J. W Barnett, Sr. Gass,rilJe, Ark. 
F.tld. Freel H. Warci. Z \Vhital(er. W B. Onea l a nd A. 0 . Jm·c1an J . L. Pau l Mountain H ome, A rk. 
Rro. J A. Pace,, W. Nanny, Walter Firestone and Sis B. Fire<; tone Fred H. Ward Abe James Ralph, Ark. 
Ry L••ler 13 L. Bayless D. M. Nne Oakland, Ark. 
Bro. Eu gt~ne Borton ~I C. Bl·J; ton Eullene Horttm N• ,rfork, Ark. 
By L<·ll er W. 'VI, Fuut Charley Talbnrt Cu mi, Arl<. 
A. P. Wf>ite R. L. Bayless 0. A. Marlin Gassville. Ark . 
Rev. W. H. McCtnslion w. H. McCuistion J W. Parnell Rea Valley, Ark. 
Rro. Fc:tnk Reed R. L, Carson L. o. Wolf Yellville, Ark. 
Ry LettC'r A Johm;nn FliPpin, Ark. 
Bro. W. R. J,nes, S. E. A r 1>, J. L McCarty, a nd Sis. A. McCarty '1' . G. Angel Yell vi le, Ark. 
Bm. D. A . Hively and Bemy Sanders J. M. L a ngston J H . Lovdace lcro,ss Roads, Ark. 

'

Bro. E . Wi1Jha11l<s, M R . \oV•llba nl1s, W. Hillh ~u~e. Emma Mahan J, W. Rector Emma !t:Iahan Pontiac. Mo. 
Bro. W. W. Lamb, J. r;, Dillahu •ty and H. T. Goatcher W. B. McC uistion H. 'J'. Goatcher Gassville, Arl<. 
Bro. H_ J Rimer,Sic;;tprs Lula Lnng and Buna Rimer J W. Rt~clnr Tilda Endaman Three Brotherr.;, Ark. 
Br~' C'yrn~ N;. nier. Ric:t PTS .Jessie Jones and Irm a Ho1'lf'rtJ:nn r....~ wren:;c:::e'-'D::,a~v.:.::i s:_ ____ :,:B~e•:..<::.:i:_P .:_S:::'o:.:.":..:' ""-1 '-1 ____ _,M:o':::":::":.:.' t,a:..i:::n,_,H,_n:::":::'"'-'''-A= r.::k.:_-__ 
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CON!S'TITUTION 
Article 1.-This Association shall be called and 

known by the name of the "White River Baptist A;:,
soclati.o-n." 

Article II.-The members composing the ammai 
meetmg of the Association shall consist of the messen
gers sent by the cnurches. 

Article Ill.- 'l'he messengers sent by the chu~x-:nes 
to the annual meetings shall not excee1Ci four from 
each church. 

Artide IV.-The Association shall meet annually 
at such time and place as shall have been previously 
appointed. 

Article V.-The officers of the Asso-c:ation shall 
consist of a Moderator, 1Clerk, and Treasurer, who 
shall be chosen by a majority o.f the messengers an
nually at the annual meetings of the body. 

Article VI.-This Associatkn ;,hall have no power 
to control or regulate the internal affairs or d;scipline 
d any church, but it may .adopt and recommend all 
such measures as shall be ·considered best calculated 
to produce the harmony and pr·esperity of the churches 
and to aJdvance the Redeemer's kingdom, and adv.se 
and consult upon such matters as the churches may a t 
any time present for their •C>() nsiderat;on and advice. 
And it may receive ·churches into this Ass.ociation vr 
dismiss churches from the bod,y, inquire into the state 
of religion in its bounds, and suggest measures for its 
advancement, and be a common bond cf union among 
the churches, but shall not exercise any legisl;:;.tive 
power over the churches. 

Article VII.- Th1s Constitution may be amen ded 
at any regular meeting by a vote of two thirds of the 
members p r esent, pre vided notice has been given at a 
previous meeting. 

DECLARATION OF FAITH 
1. We believe the Holy Bible was written by m en 

div:nely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heav•:>.nly 
instruction; that it has God for its author,. salvation for 
its end, anld truth without any mixture .o,f error for its 
matter, that it reveals the principle~ by which Gcd 
will judge us: and therefore is, and shall remain to the 
end of the world, the true <eenter of Christian union 
and the supreme standard by which all human con
duct, creeds and opinions should be tried. 

' 
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2. We believe that there· is one, and only one, liv
ing and true God, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose 
name is J ehova, the Mak€r anldi Supreme Ruler of 
Heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness, 
and worthy of all po-ssible honor, confidence and love; 
that in the unity or the God-head thPre are three per
sons, the Fa ther , the Son, the Holy Spirit; equal in 
every divine perfection, and executing distinct but har
monious offices in the great work of redempti·on. 

3. We believe that man was created in holiness, 
under the law of his Maker; but by voluntary trans
gression fell from that holy and happy state in conse
quence of whkh all mankind are now sinners not by 
constraint, but choice; being by nature utterly void of 
that.holiness requireld' by the law of God, positively in 
clined to evil, and therefore under just condemnation 
to eternal ruin without defens.e or excuse. 

4. We believe that the salv::ttion of sinners is 
wholly of grace, through the mediatorial .c.ffices of the 
Son of God, who by the appointment of the Father, 
freely took upon him our nature, yet without sin; ·hon
oreld the divine law by his personal obedience, and by 
his death ma;d·e a full atonement for our sins; having. 
risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in Heaven, 
and uniti ng in his wonderful person the tenderest sym
pathies with divine perfect1ons He is every way quali
fied to be a:ri all sufficient Savior .. 

5. We believe. that the great gospel blessing 
which Christ secures to such as believe iri Him is .iuti
ficaton; that justification includes the pardon of sin 
and the promise of eternal life on principles of right 
eousness ; that ,is bestowed, not in consideraUon of any 
work of righteousness which we have done, but S! lely. 
through faith in the Reedeemer's blood, by virtue of 
which faith his perfect righteousness is freely imputed 
to us of Go,d; that brings. us into a state of most blessed · 
peace and favor with God and secures every other 
ble$sing needful f·cr time anld1 eternity. 

6. We believe that the blessing~ of salvation are 
made free to all by the g.ospel; that it is the immediate 
duty of all to accept them by a cordial, pentinent and 
obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation 
of the greatest sinner oh earth but his own determ.i.ned 
depravity and voluntary rejedion of the giospel, which 
rej ection invoLves him in an aggravated oondemnation. 

7. We believe, that in order to be save(!., sinners 

• . . 



1-! Minutes White River B<tpList A sociation 

must be regenerate1d or be born again; that regenera
tion consits in giving a holy disposition to the mind; 
that it is affected in a manner abov~; our ·comprehen
sion by the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection 
with the divine truth, so as to secure .our voluntary 
obedience to the gospel, and that its proper evidence 
appears in the holy fruits ·of repentance·, faith and 
newness of life. 

We repeat that repentance and faith are sac:red 
duties and inseparable graces, wrought in our soul;:; by 
the regenerating spirit of Good; whereby being deeply 
convinced of eur guilt, danger and helples-sness, and of 
the way of salvation by Christ. We turn to .God with 
unfeigned contrition, confession and supplicati.on for 
mercy, at the same time heartily receiving the Lc rd 
J esds Christ as our Prophet, Priest and King, and rely
ing on Him alone as the ali-sufficient Savior. 

9. We believe that election is the eternal purpos
e[> of Gc•d, ac•cording to which he graciously rege'ler
ates, sanct:fies and saves sinners, that doing sc is per
fectly consistent with the free agency of man, it ·com
pi·ehends all the means in connection with the end, 
that it is a most glorious display of God's sovereign 
go0dness, being perfectly free, wise, holy an1d un
ch angeable; that it utterly excludes boasting, and :')ro
motes humility, love, prayer, pra:se, trust in God and 
active imitatl.cn of his f r ee mercy~ that it encourages to 
use of means in the highest degree; that it may be as
certained by its effects in all who truly believe the 
gospel; that it ;s the fc unld&.tion of Christian assurftnce 
and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves· de
mands and deserves the utmost diligence. 

10. We believe that s anct:fication is the procef:s 
by which, acocrrding to the will of God, we a r e ma de 
partakers of h is he·liness; that it is a progressive work; 
that it is begun in regener ation and that :t is carr ied 
on in the hearts of believers by the presence and pow
er of the Holy Spirit, the Healer and Comforter, in the 
ccntinual use of the appointed means- especially the 
W :) rd of God, self examination, self-d enial, . watchful
ness and prayer. · 

11. We believe that such only are true believers 
as endure to the end ;that their perse!'v2ring attachment 
to Christ is the grand mark which distingu;shes them 
from superficial professors; that a special provi1dence 
watches over their welfare, and they are kept by the 
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power of God through faith unto salvation. 
12. We believe that the law of God is the eternal 

and unchangeable rule of his moral government; that 
it is holy, just and good, and that the inability whioch 
8criptures ascribe ·to· fallen men to fullfill its pre·cepts 
arises entirely from their love of sin, to deliver them 
from which and to restore them through a mediator to 
unfeigned obedience to the hc:ly law is one great end 
.of the gospel and the means of grace connected with 
the establishment of the visible church. 

1R. We believe that a visible churc.h of iChrist is 
a ·congregation of bantised belie.vers, asso·ciaterl bv e., ,y_ 
enant in faith and fellowshiP of the gospel. observing 
the orrlinance .of Christ. governed hv his laws and ex
ercis:ng the gifts and privileges invested in them bv 
His word : that its o·nlv scriptural officers are bish0ns 
or nastors and deacons. whose qualifications an,d. 
claims and duties are defined in the epistles of Tim
othy and Titu~. 

14. We believe that Christian baptism is the im
mersi.nn in water of a believer into the name of the 
Father and So·n and Holy Spirit, to show forth in a 
solemn and beautiful emblem our faith in the cruci
f~ed, buried and risen Savior with its effect, our death 
to sin and resun-ection to a new life; that it is a pre
requisite to the privileges o;f a •c.hur-ch relation and the 
Lord's Supper, in which the memb':;rs of the church by 
the sacre•d use of bread and wine are tc. commemorate 
together the dying love of Chrlst, preceeded always by 
solemn self-examination. . 

15. We believe that the first day in the week is 
the Lord's Day o·r Christian Sabbath, and it is to be 
kept sacred to rel;gjO"us purposes by abstaining from 
all secular labor and sinful recreation, by the devout 
observance of all the means of Gra.ce, both of private 
and public, and by preparati.on for that rest that re
maineth for the people of God. 

16. We believe that civil government is of divine 
appt'intment, for the interest and good order of human 
society; an1d that magistrates are to be prayed for, con
scientiously honored and obeyed in things except in 
things opposed by the will of our Lord Jesus · Christ, 
whe is the only Lord .of the conscience and the prince 
of the knp-s of the earth. 

17. We believe that the en1d of this world is ap
proaching; that at the last day Christ shall des·cend 
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fro~ heaven and raise the dead from the grave to f in
al retribution, that a solemn separation will then take 
pla;ce; that the wicked will be juldw~d to endless pun
ishment; and the righteous tc· endless joy; and that 
this judgment will fix forever the final state of rri-en in 
heaven or hell on priciples of righteousness. 

RULES OF DECORUM 
1. The Associati.on shall commence with religious 

exercises and a sermon from scme preacher, who shall 
have been previously appointed, unless the Association 
shall otherwise td!irect. 

2. The Moderator of the session shall preside, 
and the former Clerk shall act (provided they attend) 
until the letters fvom the churches connected with th.e 
body shall have been read and a Moderator and Clerk 
appointed. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Moderato·r to ·pre
side over the meeting during its session and appoint 
committees (unless the Associaticn shall otherwise di
rect) preserve ortder, reprove improprieties (except an 
appeal is made to the meeting by two members.) He 
shall have a right to speak on all subjects, calling a 
member to the chair, and examine and correct the 
minutes if necessary. 

4. The .Clerk shall keep a correct •copy t..rf the 
proceedings of the meetings, read the letters ~ncl doc
uments anld call any member to ass~st him at the <'lose 
of the meeting. He shall take charge of the papers 
and documents unless otherwise directed. 

5. · The churches shall. des~gnate their messengers 
and report their 'condition by letter. 

6. Prea·chers in good standing in other Baptist 
churches or Associations with whom ·we are in fellow
ship, when attending our animal me8ting shall be in 
vited to a seat as cor respcndent and these meetings 
shall always be opened with a prayer and closed in a 
similar manner. 

7. Every member may speak twice on any one 
subject in 1debate before the meeting, but not more 
without leave; and when speaking shall stand and ad
dress the Moderator and use idecorcus and Christiau 
language; and no member shall ahsent himself from 
the Association during the session without leave; and· 
auy person who shall violate these rules, or the co11s ti
tution, shall be reproved as the Asaociation shall think 
proper. 



. These rul e may be amen1ded by a majorit: of 
Lh members present at any regular meeting. 

9. Th e chur,ches shall contribute f unds for thl 
crdinar y expenses qf th e body, such as pr inting th ' 
minutes and paying the traveling expenses of su ·h 
members as the Association may send to other bo,di s. 

10 . A puplic collection shall be taken by t h< 
Moderator at each session an:1d· applied to such ben vo
lent purposes as t he Association may direct . 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1. Annual introductory sermo~. 
2. Call of Assodation to order by the Moderat r. 
3. Call for :church letters and enrolling m essen -

ers. 
4. E lection c..f officers. 
5. Call for petitionary letters. and m essengers. 
6. Call for corresponding letters and messen g rs . 
7. Appoint the following committees: Divin 

service, associational missc.ns, state missions, hom() 
missions, foreign missions, destitution, Sunday Schoo ls, 
Baptist literature, ~christian education, finance, tem
perance, woman's work, or phan h e. mes, obituaries, d -
ceased minister s, resolutions. 

8. Read co•nstitution and rules of o~der . 
9. Call and correct the r o•ll and note absentees. 
10. Call rep v·rt of messengers to correspondinsJ; 

bodies. 
11. Appoint messengers to conesp,onding bodies. 
12. Call for report of committees in orld,er. 
13 . Miscelllmeous business. 
14. Resolutions. 
15. Appoint place f,o,r next meeting of Association 
16. Appoint someone to preach the introductory 

sermon. 
17. Adj ournment. 
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FORM FOR CHURCH LETTER 
The Baptist Chur.ch of Christ at····-----------

To the White River Baptist Association : 
Dear Brethren :-We send as messengers Elder _______ :.._ _______ ______ _ Brethren _____________ ___ _ 

Increase by baptism -------------------
Increase by letter -------------- -----
Increase by restoration -----------------
Decrease by letter ---------------------
Decrease by exclusion -----------------
Decrease by death ---------------------
Total membership - ---------- -- - ------- -
Constituted in the year 19 _______________ _ 
Present Pastor ------- -----------------
Day of church meeting ------------------
Number engaged in Sabbath SchooL ___ ___ _ 
Contribution for Minutes $--------------
Orphans Home $----------------- _: ___ __ _ 
Contribution for associational missions $---
Contribution for state missons $---------
Contribution for foreign missions $- - -----
Contribution for home missions $---------
Contribution for ministerial relief $-------
Money expended for pastoral support $---
Money expended for -church building $---
Money expended for incidental expenses $--

By order of the Church Date ___ ___ __ ______ __ _____ _ l9 ____ _ 

-------------- --------- - Moderatu·. 
----------------------Church Clerk. Postoffice _________________________ _ 
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