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MINUTES 
According to previous adjournment the White River Baptist 

Association convened with the Cotter Baptist chu~rcb at Cotter, 
Ark., August 31, 1917 at 10 a. m. 

Introductory sermon preached by Rev. H. F . Vermillion. 
Orened by prayer by Rev. J. H Marler. Brethren B. · A. 

Spradlin and T. 0. Horn were appointed as reading clerks. 
Letters read. 

B.v motion the body took recess until1:30 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Prayer by Rev W. H. McCuistion 
Call was made for let.ters arriving too late for morning read­

ing. None presented 
By-motion the boby proceeded with the organization by the 

Moderator appoint.ing Prof. Lije, Rev. Sanders and Bro. Eugene 
Horton to take the votes for Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, 
resulting as follows: Rev .. H. F. Vermillion, Moderator; J. W. 
Barnett, Jr. Clerk; and Bro. J. M. Randall, Treasurer. 

Call for petitionery letters. Baptist churches at Jordan and 
Sbilo were admitted into this Association. 

Call for corresponding Messengers and Letters. None came 
forth. 

The following committees were appointed: 
·Divine Service-The messengers of Cotter church, Rev. J . H . 

Marler and J. G . Dillahunty. 
Associational Missions-Brethran B. A. Spradlin, T. 0. Horn, 

J. A Pasco, .r. W. Parnell and W. H. Wilson. 
Christian Education-Rev. Fred H. Ward, Brethren W. H. 

Douglas, Eugene Horton, W. M. Clem and J. W. Barnett, Sr. 
Moderator appointed Rev. Fred H. Ward to read the 

Constitution and Rules of Decorum. 
Rev. Fred H. Ward called to the chair to act as Moderator. 
Visiting ministers iuvited to s~ats as visiting members. 
Prof. Lile from Ouachita College made a brief talk which was 

very interesting. 
Motion carried to suspend the regular order of business to 

select the place for the next meeting of the Association. New 
Hope church, at Ralph, Ark., was the place selected. 

Committee on Divine Service reported. 
Rev. Car:';on and Sanders to preach Friday_ night. 
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The following committees were appointed: 
Home Missions-Rev. M. F. Gathright, J. H. Marler anu Bro. 

, Walter Firestone. 
Baptist Literature....,..-Rev. M. F. Gathright, J. H . Marler, 

Fred H. Ward, Brethren Jo~ Crane and T. 0. Horn 
_Finance-Brethren'S. F. Tucker, J. H. Johnson and Herbert 

Messick. 
Temperance.....:.Sister Minnie Horn, B];'ethren Eugene Horton 

and Olive Carson. ' 
, Resoiutions-Brethren J W. Barnett Sr., T. ' 0. Horn · 2-nd 

Charles Talburt. 
Woman's Work-Sisters A. D. Jordan, M. F. Gathright, Wil­

lie Kesterson, Delia Pasco,' J. M. Randall, Annie Toulson and 
Mary Anglin. 

Orphans Home- Rev. -B. L: Bayless, M. F. Gathright ~nd Bro. 
H. H. Goodman. · 

Obituarries"7"Brethren J . G. Dillahunty, W. H. Douglas, Sis­
ter lV.Jary An~lin, Rev. Fred H. Ward, Brethren W. M. Clem and 
0. A. M~rtin. 

Foreign Missions-Rev. Fred H Ward, B. L. Bayless and 
Bro. Dave Noe. 

Sunday Schools-Brethren W. H. Douglas, B. A. Spradlin, 
D. G. Gregory and J. W. Coventon. 

State Missions-Rev. W. H . McCuistion, Brethren A. P. 
· White, A. D. Jordan, J, M. Randall, Rev. R. L. Carson, B. L. 
Bayless. 

Motion carried to correct the Order of Business to read call­
ing the roll first item of business Satuf day morning. 

Call for report of Corresponding Messengers. Rev. H . F . 
Vermillion repor;ted visiting Rocky Bayou Association. He, gave 
a good report for the Association. 

Cor-responding Messengers appointed as follows: 
Crooked Creek Ass0ciation-Rev. R L Carson, J L . Marler 

and W. H. McCuistion. · 
Big Creek Ass9ciation-Rev. W. H. McCuistion. 
Rocky Bayou Association-Rev. H. F. Vermillion. 
By motion the committees on Destitution and State Missions 

were combined under the name of State Missions and ·the com­
mittees on Deceased Ministers and Obituaries were combined un­
der the name-of Obituaries. 

Motion carried to select some one to preach the introductory 
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sermon next year . Rev. B. L. Bayless was selected and R v 
F r ed H. Ward as alternate 

Motion to take recess for 15 minutes. 
Called to orde r by Moderator. 
Committee on Sunday Schools made their report which was 

adopted. See report 1. 
Motion carried to adjourn until 7:30p.m. 
Two interesting sermons were preached· F r iday night by Rev­

R. L . Carson and Rev. Sanders. 
SA'rURDA Y, 8 A. M. 

Prayer by Bro. W. M. Qlem. 
Scripture lesson by Rev. H F. Vermillion. 
Calling of the roll. 
Committee on Foreign Missions made their report which wa$ 

adopted . See report 2. 
Committeeton Christian Education . reported and by motion 

susp8nded the discu-ssion until night session for adoption 
Committee · oo Temperance reported and the ~·eport was 

amended and adopted. See report 3. · 
Committee on Orphans Home made their repo:rt which was 

adopt.ed. See report 4. 
Cash collection taken for the Orphans Home at the ratio of 3 

to 2. Pledges taken for the orphans at each home. Each church 
pledges to take the matter up. 

Committee on Finance reported and the report was adopted. 
See report 4. 

Sermon at 11 :30 a. m. by Rev. Fred H. Wai·d . . 
Motion to adjourn until I :30 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Prayer oy Rev. J H. Marler. 
Motion prevails to_postpone the reading of report on State 

Missions until 2:45 p m .' 
Committee on 1:3aptist L1terature made their report which 

was adopted. See report 5. ·' 
Committee on Associational Missions made their r~port 

which was adopted. See report '6. 
Associational Mission Board made their report which was 

adopted. See report 7. , 
Motion made to refer the Advisory Committee to the differ-
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ent churches. 
Pledges taken for Associational Missions as follows: Bro. 

Eugene Horton, $25; Mountain Home Church, $150; Cotter, $60; 
New Hope, $25; Hopewell, $15; Pilgrims Rest, $15; Wises Chapel, 
$10; Pleasant Grove, $10. 

Committee on Woman's Work made their report which was 
adopted. See report 8. 

Committee on-State Missions made their report which was 
adopted. See. report 9. 

Motion carried to reconsider the motion to tak_e up Christian 
Education at 7:30 p. m. 

Motion to take up Christian Education immediately after the 
sermon at night. 

Committee on Home Missions made their report which was 
adopted. See report 10. · . 

Committee on Resolutions reported and the report was adopt­
ed. See report H. 

Committee on Obituaries made their report which was adopt­
ed. See report 12. 

Motion to adjourn until 7:30 p. m. 
NIGHT SESSION. 

A very interesting sermon was delivereu by Dr. J. S. Rogers. 
Moderator appointed the following as Finance Committee: 

B. A. Spradlin, E. W. Owen, T. 0. Horn, Rev. Fred H. Ward and 
Eugene Horton. 

Report of Trustees of Mountain Home College was read by 
the Moderator; also the report on Christian Education was re-read 
and adopted. See report 13. 

Motion carried to adjourn until 9 a. m. Sunday. 

SUNDAY SESSION. 
Prayer by Rev. M. F. Gathright. 
Collection taken for Associationa} Missions. 
Motion carries to appoint a messenger to the Southern Bap­

tist Convention. Rev. H. F. Vermillion was appointed as messen­
ger. 

Motion made to take & collection for the deficiency in the Min­
ute Fund. -Ten dollars and thirty five cents collected. · 

· Mt. Pleasant church at Gassville was selected as the next 
meeting place for the Fifth Sunday meeting. 
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The Moderator appointed the following as a com mitt (\ t.o 
form a program for a Sunday School Convention to m et sonH' 
time in the near future: Fred H. Ward, -B. A. Spradlin and .John 
Coven ton. 

Motion made to adjourn to meet with New Hope chur h 011 

Friday before the fiest Sunday i_n September, 1918. 
J. W. Barnett, Jr., Clerk. Rev. H . F. Vermillion, Mod J':tLor. 

REPORTS 
1-Sunday Schools. We your committee on Sabbath S •llo 1 ~ 

reports as follows: Many of our churches have no Sabbath ·hools 
and are loosing the force that the Sabbath School alway~ givC's 
to the work of the church The training of the children in 'h l'ist, 
ian living and thinking is best accomplished in the Sabbath hool. 

The study of the word of God is essential to Christian growt.lt 
and church work. We recommend that each church organiz fLnd 

maintain a Baptist Sunday School and that every effort b macl il 

to teach and save the community in the Sunday School. 
W. H Douglas, Chairman. 

2-Foreign Missions. Last year was the greatest yPar in 
Southern Baptist history of Foreign Missions. A totalof$96l,H70. 
48 was raised; 6,347.converts were baptised; 12,930 stud ni H 
were enrolled in our schools. We have at present 458 churcht s 
with 47,161 memhers; 115 of these churches are self supportinJ;(. 
'!'here is immediate and crying need of alarge numbE-r of Mi sion-

. aries for: every department of t-he work. Only twelve men Mil': 
~ionaries could be sent out last year. · This was n_ot one fourth 
enough. Church houi':es and other building on the foreign fi ld 
are inadequately equipped. 

We must increase our gifts to Foreign Missions if we carry 
out our., Masters command to preach the gospel to all the world. 
We especially urge that every cl1urch within the bounds of thi 
As~ociation make at least one offering each year to this cause. 
We recommend a personal campaign among the members of each 
church that our Foreign Missions -funds may be increased. 

·Fred H. Ward, Chairman. 
3-Teinperance. The cause of temperance h ·•S gone forward 

with rapid striJes in recent years, and the Baptist denomination, 
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has contributed much to this progress. For several months the 
people of the state of Arkansas have had complete prohibition of 
the liquor traffic for beverage purposes. These conditions have 
been a great .benefit to the people ~f the state, and it is very 
gratifying to witness the improved condition of the people of the 
State. 

The eternal hope of the better element in the state is that the 
liquor traffic with its evil effects will n~ver be introduced again 
into our fair state. We hereby renew our former declaration of 
relentl~ss hostilities to the liquor traffic in all its- forms. 

Amendment: We urge our sheriff and other officers to a dil­
igent enforcement of the state wide liquor law. We hereby ask 
our Moderator to confer with the federal officers as to the en­
forcement of the federal liquor law. 

We heartily endorse the present movement in Oongress 'in 
favor of National Prohibition. We recommend that prayers be 
made for the old drinker who is now suffering for the lack of liq­
uor because of his physical condition. Minnie Horn, Chairman. 

4-0rphans Home. The Bible explicitly and abundantly 
teaches that it is our duty to care for the orphan children. We 
recognize this as a part of the great work committed to us, and to 
this end the Baptists of Arkansas have established an Orphanage 
at Monticello and at Texarkana. These' institutions are doing a 
noble and good work and should have our liberal and regular sup­
port. 

Both houses are in debt. This debt should be paid at once 
and all that is required to accomplish tnis is for our people to do 
their duty in making contributions. We recommend: 1st R~gular 
monthly offerings in ever.v Sunday School 2nd That every church 
at once takes as large an offering as possible for one, or both of 
the Homes. 3rd That every Vloman's Missionary Society join in 
this debt paying campaign. 4th That a casl;l and a pledge offering 
be now taken for these institutions and the s&.me to be apportioned. 
The pledge according to the will of the individuals making them, 
and the cash according to the number of children in the homes. 
B. L. Bayless, Chairman. 

5-Baptist Literature. Your committee on Baptist Literature 
beg to submit the following: Recognizing the fact that the world 
is swayed with Literature, we your committee recommend that 
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we as Baptist should endeavor to (1 ) get G0d's word r ead and 
studied in every home and Sunday School and (2) that we in tbis 
Association try to get in every hor;ne good Baptist literature and 
good Baptist pape r:'>, books. and tracts which. teach the thing:'> tllat 
Baptist believe and teach. These tracts may be had free o:f' 
charge by applying to the Baptist Executive Board, 410 D0nagh y 
Bldg: Little Rock, or from the Baptist Sunday School committ 
a t Texarkana Therefore we recommend that the pastors of 
various churches try to get some good Baptist papers and tract. 
into every community where be preaches. M. F . Gathbright , 
Cl:iairman · 

6-As~ociational Missions . You-r committee on Associational 
Missions reports a8 follows: Truly the fields within our bounds 
are white unto harvest and the la?orers are few. Let us pra.y 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the fields. Behold 
the destitution. Across the entire county north of Mountain 
Home there are not more than two little Baptists churches. A 
large part of Marion County within our borders is without a 
chu reb. That part of this county South of White Ri-ier has no 
Bapti;;t chur~h. There is also a lack of 8piritual power and 
activity among the churches. Many church bpuse8 are r:otting 
and falling-into waste. Churches are desolate and human heart 
are sighing in de>;pair. Weeds and waste and destitution in the 
churches and throughout the no church region. 

Hark! Ye preachers of the gospel! Hear ye laymen of the church 
of Christ! What 8ayeth the word of our Lord: Look. Tarry. Preach. 
M>~ke disciples. Begin at Jerusalem and go. Who is God's man 
for this. field? Let'8 all go gleaning and perhaps we may become 
so enricbd that we shall be able to help many reapers in the 
Lor·d'8 Harvest. Let' us try the Lord's work in this Association with 
a good strong S!Jiritcally minded Missionary at a living wage. 
Let us make sacrifices for our Saviours sake, and for the saving 
of our neighbor:'> in the desolate regions. Let us pledge and 
raise and pay $1000 for Association Missions nPxt year. Which 
i8 less than o·ne dollar per member of this Association. Let us 
constitute an executive committE>!" of 5 and an advisory committee 
of as many members as there are churches, a member from each 
church, to find and direct the ~issionary Let us find our neigh­
bor:'> with the gospel. Let us ask both of our State Boards to 
send men here and help to save the situation. Lord give us light 
and courage. B. A. Spradlin, Cl)airman. 
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7-Associational Mission Board . We your Missionary Board 
report as follows: ·Your Missionary, Bro. A.M. Crain. keptup 
work for half the year and left us for another field. He repcJrts 
that he bad oeen paid in full by collections on the field, donations 
from churches, and contributions from your board and ·from the 

I 

State board, for his service . . Your board owes aoout$20 on a note 
made to help Bro. Crain. There are still some unpaid pledges 
some of which we hope are collectable. Your board was without 
authority to proceed to the-employment of a Missionary to succeed 
Bro. Crain We asked a few of our pastors to volunteer to hold 
meetings and a little work was done that way. B. A. Spradlin, 
Chairman· -

8-Womans Work. We your committee on Womans Work, ·wish 
to submit the following ·report: We feel very much encouraged in 
the fact that our women are being more and more recognized , in 
the work of our blessed Master as the years go by. And we 
recommend that the Messengers of this Association educate our­
selves along these lines that we· prove ourselves a workman that 
need not he ashamed. The sister messengers of this Association 
covet -the prayers and co operation of the entire White River 
Association in helping us to be willing workers in his service for 
the bringing in his kingdom even in these ends of the earth. 
Mrs. A. D. Jord_an, Chairman. 

9-State Missions. Your comm .ttee on State Missions make 
the following report: The ~ay for a Baptist church t0 become a 
glorious church not having spot or wrinkle or any !?UCh thing is 
for it to be enirely Mi:..:sionary in doctrine and practjce State 
Missions may be defined as the united efforts of Arkansas Haptists 
to get every person in Arkansas saved and into Baptist churches 
and then to get them to give proper support to all enterprises of 
the Kingdom of God both for Arkansas and to all the world. We. 
believe the great commission wa.s given to the Ba.ptist church. 

There is great destitution in all the sections of the State. There 
are a million lost souls in Arkansas. It is safe to say tbat sixteen 
thousand souls go to hell from Arkansas every year We reach 
them if we will. What an opportunity this presents to Arkansas 
Baptists. They will listen to our preaching. When we send tbe 
Messenger they do listen and the obligation rests upon tbe people 
of Arkansas to give them the gospel, no other will or can do 
this work. 
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La t year the churches co-oper:~ting with the State Conv ntion 
put towards State Missions the following: 65 :\I issionaries and 
other workers; 3,131 conversions; 2,281 bap·tisms; 3,0i0 addition to 
the church, and :1'25,598 raised for State ~issions . . The pre ent 
year gives promises of being far better than last year. The 
amount of money that we need to raise -to put us out of debt at 

1 
the Convention at Jonesboro Dec. 5 is atlMst$30,000. 

So your committee urges the following: 1st thatall pastors g t 
all possible information about State Missions to his people an I 
endeavor to secure an offering from every church member and 
every organiz'ttion in his ch,urch. 2nu that the pastors and 
active laymen during the meeting of this Association get togeth 1' 

and organize themselves and make plans to reach every church in 
the Association for an offering for State Missions before Dec. 1. 
3rd that the churches of this Association do their best to rais 
at least the amount asked them. by the executive board, 

Amendment. We urge the churches and members ofchurche~:; 
in the White River Association who co-operate with the Stat ·, 
Association to heartily support the State Mission work as carri d 
on by the State Association. Rev. W. H McCuistion, Chairman. 

10-Home Missions.' We your committee on Home Missions 
beg to submit the following: Our Home Boards nave had th 
greatest year's work in its history. The report for last year is n. 
follows: Bapti;;ms,37,72i; 22,915 of which were creditable directfy 
to Horne Missions, while the rest were creditable to co-operating 
agencies. The receipts for Home Missions wers $474.792. Whil 
the cost to handle this money was $22,638, or only 4.7 per cent. 
This suggests great economy in the Administration. Of 3,000,000 
Baptists. the_greater part of whom live in the country with one 
fourth time preaching. The great world war is challenging every 
heart to moral and spiritual effort for the Master. 

Realizing the uew and heavier burdens through this crisis 
must be borne by Baptists of the South in Home Mission fields. 
The Ho(De Boards work is the evangelization of the South includ­
ing Cuba and Panama. Also church building and Mount~in schools, 
such as Mountain Home College. 

We recommend ls~ that: earnest prayer be made for the work 
of Home Missions. That pastors be asked to preach at least once 
each year on this subject. 2nd that our churches be encouraged 
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to form Mission classes in Baptist Missions in the South. Books 
may be had at a very small cost and thousands of tracts may be 
had for the asking. 

Amendment. The General Association also does a consider­
able amount of Home Mission work and we commend the work 
to the sympathy and support of churches who prefer to co-operate 
through that agency. Rev. M. F. Gathright, Chairman. 

11-Resolutions. We your committee on resolutions beg to 
submit the following report: Resolved that we thank the Moderator 
and Clerk for their efficient and faithful service. · 

Resolved that we thank the Cotter church and community 
for_their kindness while with them. And also that the clerk be 
allowed to take $5.00 from the Minute funds as his fee, for writing 
and superintending the printing of the Minutes J . W. Barnett 
Sr. Chairman. 

12-0bituaries. We your committee find that it has pleased 
our Heavenly Father, since the last sitting of this body, to call 
to their eternal reward seventeen of our me.mbers. Among them 
were Elders R. L. Finley, W. D . Jennings, and Jacob Skiver. 
While we feel a great loss in · the home going of these servants, 
and commend the great work done by these deceased preachers, 
we humbly submit to the will of him who doeth all things well. 

·J. G. Dilahunty, Chairman. 
13-Christian Education. Without well equipped Baptist 

Schools our work would suffer and come to a stand still. We 
look to our Baptist Schools for the strongest defenders of Baptist 
Principles, therefore Christian Education should be fostered and 
encouraged by our Baptist churches. 

We therefore recommend all of our Christian schools to the 
Baptists but in a special way encourage those in this part of the 
State to avail themselves of tbe opportunities held out by our 
Baptist school at Mountain Home. It is hereby recommended 
that our churches take systema.tic offerings for the denominational 
schools. · Rev. Fred H. Ward, Chairman. 

REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF MOUNTAIN HOME COLLEGE. 
The Charter of Mountain Home College stipulates that the 

trustees have full control of the Institution subject only to the 
duty of reporting to the annual session of White River Association. 

For several years until 1916 there had been no Baptist 
School conducted in the property. In that year by the generous 
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aid of the Horne Mission Board, the State Executive Board and 
othe r friends, provision was made to re-open the College as one 
of the Mountain Schools of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

H. F Vermillion was engaged to conduct the school. He 
carne n~sponsible for the employment for teachers and for the 
entire management of the College. The first session under his 
management was successful although conducted at a personal 
financial loss to the president. The teachers were paid in full and 
the institution was put upon a good financial basis. Six teachers 
were employed for that session and eighty four pupils were en­
rolled. 

The same arrangemP.nts have been made for running the 
school another session. Eight teachers have ~been employed and 
a considerable canvass' has ·been made for pupils. The outlook 
for a good session is very encouraging. 

The Dormitory 'building which had been lost to us, has been 
bought back and the money provided to pay for it. The main 
building has· had about $900 worth of repairs and improvements 
made in it and has the study hall and laboratory re~furnished. 
Furniture has been purchased for the dormitory and electric 
lights installed throughout both buildings. 

Much money has been secured to assist in this work includ­
ing the·following gifts and appropriations: 
1916 Home Mission Board for Maintenance ____________ $1000.00 
1917 Horne Mission Board for Maintenance ____________ 1000.00 
1917 Home Mission Board for improvements __________ _ 
1916 State Executive Board to'r Maintenance __________ _ 
1917 State Executive Board for Maintenance _________ _ 
1917 State Executive Board, Furniture for Dormitory __ 
1917 Mrs. G. W. Bot,torns, purchase of Dormitory ______ _ 
1917 State Ex:ecutive Board 

Ministerial Students for Board _____ ______________ _ 
1916 Collections from various sources for 

Maintenance----------------------- - -------- - --- -
1916 Piano Donated by State W. M U __ __ ___________ _ 
1916 P eople of Mountain Horne for repairs ___________ _ 
1917 People of Mountain Home, Purchase of Dormitory 

and irnprovern.ents _________________ __ ·---- ______ _ _ 
1916 H . F . Vermillion for improw~m€mts _______________ _ 

1000 00 
400.00 

1200.00 
500.00 

1000.00 

300.00 

500.00 
400.00 
600.00 

800.00 
. 80 00 
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Brother W. T. King, Office Light _____________________ _ 
1916 Bro. W. T. King, gift to a student ________________ _ 
1916 Brother M. Culp, Ministerial Students fund _____ . 
Calico Rock Church, Maintenance 191B ________________ · 

6.50 
25.00 
25.00 
9.00 

Ft. SmithY. W. A. used to purchase telepone 
for office __________________________ __________ __ __ _ 

1917 W. M. U. Newport Church Maintenance _________ _ 
1916-19.17 Traveling expenses donated by various 

people. _________________ . ________ . ______________ _ 

Books Donated in 191Band 1917. 
Ft. SmithY. W. A.' 35 volumes estimated value _________ _ 
Mr. Sherwin of Cotter. 100 volumes _________________ _ 
Pulaski Heights Church 50 volumes estimated ________ _ 
D. A. Sutton on purchase of New International 

Encycl. ______ -- ----'- ______________________________ . 
Other friends for same purpose _______________________ _ 
Jno. Q. Wolf, New Encyclopedia Brittanica ____________ _ 
W. R Jones, Lord's Beacon Lights of History _________ _ 
Dr S. E. Arp, RidpathsHistoryoftheworld _____ ~ ----'--
H. F . Vermillion Websters D-ictionary _______ ::_ _________ _ 
H. F. Vermillion Other Books __________________ ------
Other books variously donated_ ~ --------"'- ____ , _____ _ _ _ 
N'ewspaper and Magazine subscriptions donated ______ _ 

15 00 
5.00 

50.00 

10.00 
20.00 
35.00 

42 00 
48.00 ' 
65 00 
65.00 
30.00" 
11.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10.00 

- ,---
Total Gifts in Money ____________ -~---- _______________ $10,081 .00 

We request our Baptist people every where to help us to 
make this College a school that will help our young people to be­
come intelligent, sound, aggressive workers in God's Kingdom. 
We request the prayers, sympathy and forbearance of all our 
people for us in · the .responsible position that we occupy. 
W. H. Douglas, President'.of Board. 
R. H. 'Russell, Secretary. 
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14 Minutes White River Baptist Assoc~ation. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I.-'fhis Association shall be called and known by the 
name of the "White River Baptist Association." 

Article II.-Themembers composing the annual ,meeting of 
the Association shall consist of" the messengers sent by the 
churbhe~. 

Article IlL-The messengers sent by the churches to the an­
nual meetings shall not exceed four from each church. 

Article IV.-The Association shall meet annually at such 
time and place as shall have been previously ·appointed. · 

Article V.~The officers of the Association shall consist of a 
Mod~rator, Clerk, and Treasure:r;, who shall be chosen by a major­
ity o£ the messengers annually at the annual meetings of the body. 

Article VI.- This Association will have no power to control 
or regulate the internal affairs or discipline Of any church,' but it 
may adopt and recommend all such measures as shall be consid­
ered best calculated to produce the harmony and prosperity of the 
churches, and to advance the Redeemer's kingdom, and advise and 
consult upon such matters as tl?.e churches may at any time pre­
sent for their consideration and advice. And it may receive 
churches into this Association or dismiss churches from the body, 
inquire into the state of religion in its bounds, and suggest meas­
ures for its advancement, and be a comm0n bond of union among 
·tbe churches, but shall not exercise any legislative power over 
the churches. 

Article VII.-This constitution may be amended at any reg­
ular meeting by a vote of two thirds of the mero bers present, pro­
vided notice has been g·iven at a previ-ous meeting. 

DECLARATION OF FAITH. 
·1. We believe tbe Holy Bible was written by men divinely in­

spired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction: that it 

~
as God for its au tho~, salvation for its end, and truth without any · 

mixture of error for its matter, that it reveals the principles by 
hich God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the 

~nd of the world, the true center of Christian union and the su-
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premf! standard by which all human conduct, C!'eeds and opinions 
hould be tried. -

1. We believe that there is one and only one, living and true 
God, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the 
Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; inM:pressibly 
glorious in holiness, and worthy of ·al~ possible honor, confidence 
and love; that in the u~ity or the God head there are three per­
sons, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit; equal in every divine 
perfection. and executing distinct but harmonious offices in the 
great work of redemption. 

3. We believe that man was created in holiness, under the 
law of his Maker; but by voluntary trangression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are 
~ow sinners, riot by constraint, but choice; being by nature utter­
ly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively in­
clined to evil, and therefore under just condemnation to eternal 
ruin without defense or excuse. 

4. We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, 
through the mediatorial offices of the son of God, who, by the ap, 
pointment of tlie father, freely took upon him our nature; yet 
without sin; honored the divine law by his personal obedience, and 
by his death made a full atonement for our sins; having risen 
from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in his 
wonderful person the tenderest · symp:;tthies with divine perfec- " 
tions He is every w~y qualified to be an !tll sufficient-Savior. 

5. we' believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ 
secures to such as believe in Him is justification; that justification 
includes the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life on prin­
ciples of righteousness; that is bestowed, not in consideration of 
any work of .righteousness which we have done, but solely through 
faith in the Redeemer's blood, by virtue of which faith his perfec t 
righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that brings us into 
a state of most blessed peace and favor with God and se·cures 
every other blessing needful for time and eternity. 

6. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free 
to all by the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept 
them by a cordial, penitent and obedieqt faitb, and that nothing 
prevents the salvation of the greatest .sinner on earth but his own 
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determined depravity _and voluntary rejection of the gospel, which 
rejection involves him in aggravated condemnation. 

7. We believe, that in order to be saved, sinners must be 
regenerated, or be born again; that regeneration consists in giving 
a holy dis-position to the mind; that it is effected in a manner above 
our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection 
with the divine truth, so as to secure our _voluntary obedience to 
the gospel, and that its proper evidence appears in the hol:y fruits 
of repentanee, faith and newness of life. 

8. We repeat that repentanl3e and faith aresa.cred duties and 
inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating 
Spirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, dang­
er and helplessness; andoftheway of salvation by Chri::>t, we turn 
to God. with unfeigned , contrition, confession and supplication ~or 
mercy, at the same time heartily receiving the .Lor9 Jesus Christ 
as our Prophet, Priest and King, and relying on Him alone R.S the 
all-sufficient Savior. 

9. We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God, ac­
cording to which be graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves 
sinners, that doing so is perfectly consistent with the free agency 
of man, it comprehends all the means in connection with the end, 
that it is a mo::>t glorious display of God's sov~reign goodness. be­
ing perfectly free, wise. holy and unchangeable; that it utterly ~:>X 
eludes boasting, and p·romotes humilit.v, love, prayer, praise, tru"t 
in God and active imit-ation of his free meecy; that it encourages 
to use of means in the highe::>t degree; th>tt it rna.v be asce rt•tined 
by its effects in all who truly believe the gospel; that it is the foun ­
dation of Christian assurance, and that to ascer·tain it with regard 
to ourselve::> demands and deserves the utmost diligence 

10. We believe that sanctification is the process by which, 
according to the will of God, we arP- maqe partakers of his holi­
ness; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in regenera­
tion, and that it is curied on in the hAarts of the believers by the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Healer and Comforter, 
in the continual use of the appoint~d means-especially the Word 
of God, self examination, self-denial, watchfulness and pra.yer. 

11. We believe that such only are true believers as endure 
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1;o the end; that their per erving attachment to Christ is the grand 
mark which distinguishes them from superficial profes ors; that 
a pecial pr(>Vidence watches over: their welfare, and they are k ])t 
by the power of God through faith into salvation. 

12. We believe that the law of God is the eternal an.d un­
changeable rule of his moral government; that it is holy, just and 
good, and that the inability which Scriptures ascribe to fallen men 
to fulfill its precepts arises entirely from their love of sin, to de· 
liver them froll! which and to restore them through a mediator to 
unfeigned obedience to the holy law is one great end of the gospel 
and the means of grace connected with the establishment of th 
visible church. 

13. We believe that a visible church of Christ is a congrega­
tion of baptised believers, associated by covenant in the faith an(l 
fellowship of the gospel, observing the ordinance of Christ, gov­
·erned by his laws and exercising the gifts and privileges invested 
in them by His word; that its only scriptural officers are bi3hop 
or pastors and deacons, whose qualifications and claims and duties 
are defined in the epistles of Timothy and Titus . 

14. We believe that Christia;n baptism is the immersion in 
water of a believer intq the name of the Father and Son and Holy 
Spirit, to show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith 
in the crucified, buried and risen Savior with its effect, our death 
to sin and re!?u rrection to a new life; that it is a, prerequisite 
to the privileges of a church relation and- the Lord's Supper, in 
which the members of the church by the sacred use of bread and 
wine are to commemorate together the dying love of Uhrist pre· 
ceeded always by solemn self-examination. 

1-5. We believe that the first day in the week is the Lord's 
Day or Christian Sabbath, anu it is to be kept sacred to religious 
purposeR by abstaining from all secular labor and sinful recrE-a­
tion, by the devout observance of all the means of Grace, both of 
private and public, and by preparation for ·that reHt that remain· . 
eth for the people of God. 

16 We believe that civil government is of divine appoint· 
ment, for the interest and goo,d order of human society; and that 
magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored and ' 
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obeyed, except. in things opposed by the will of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience ·and . the prince of 
the kings of the earth. · 

17. We believethattheend of this world is approaching; that 
at the last. day Christ shall descend from heaven and raise the 
dead from tqe grave to final retribution, that a solemn separation 
wi-ll then take place; that the wicked will be judged to endless 
punishment; and the-right~ous to endles joy; and that this judg­
ment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or hell on 
principles of righteousness. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 
1. The Association shall commence with religious exercises 

and a sermon from some_preacher, who shall have been previously 
appointed, unless the Association shall otherwise direct. 

·2. The Moderator ·of the session shall preside, and the form­
er Clerk shall act (provided they attend) until the letters from the 
churches connected with the body shall have been read and a 
Moderator and Clerk apf>ointed. 

3. ft shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside over the 
meeting during its session and appoint committees (unless the. 
Association shall otherwise direct) , preserve order, reprove im­
proprieties (except an appeal is made to the meeting by two mem­
bers). He shall have a right to speak on all subjects, calling a 

· member to th~ chair, and exa~_nine and correct the minutes if 
necessary. 

4. The Clerk shall keep a correct copy of the proceedings of 
the meetings, read the letters and documents, and call any mem­
ber-to assist him at the close of the meeting. He shall take charge 
of the papers and documents unless otherwise directed. 

5. _ The churche-s shall d.esignate their messengers . and re­
port their condition by letter. 

6. Preachers in good standing in other Baptist churches or 
Associations with whom we are l.n fellowship, when attending our 
annual meeting, shall be invited to a seat as correspondent, and 
these meetings shall always be opened with a prayer and closed 
in a similar manner. 



Minut s Whit River Baptist As ociation. 19 

7. Every member may speak twice on any one subject in de­
bate before the meeting, but not more without leave; and when 
H[.)eaking shall stand and address the Moderator and use decorous 
and Christian language; and no mem be:r shall absent himself from 
the Association during the session without leave; and any person 
who shall violate these rules, or the constitution, shall be reproved 
as the Association shall think proper. 

8. These rules may be amended by a majority of the mem­
bers present at any :regular meeting. 

9. The churches shall contribute funds for the ordinary ex­
pense of the body, such as printing the minutes and paying the 
traveling expenses of such members as the Association may send 
to other bodies . 

10. A public collection shall be taken by the Moderator at 
each session and applied to· such benevolent purposes as the As­
sociation inay direct. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
1. Annual introductory sermon:· . 
2. Call of Association to order by the Moderator if present. 
3. Call for church letters and enrolling messengers. 
4. Election of officers. 
§. Call for petitionary letters and messengers. 
6. Call for corresponding letters and messengers. 
7. Appoint the following committees: Divine service, asso­

ciational missions, state missions, home missions, foreign mis­
sions, destitution, Sunday schools, Baptist literature, christian 
educatio"n, :finance, temperance, woman's work, orphan homes, 
obituaries, deceased ministers, resolutions. 

8, Read constitution and rules of order. 
9. Call and correct the role and note absentees. 

10. 
11. 
12 .. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

Call report of messengers to corresponding bodies. 
Appoint messengers to corresponding bodies. 
<£all for report of committess in order. 
Miscellaneous business. 
Resolutions. 
Appoint place for ne;t meeting of Association. . 
Appoint some one to preach the introductory sermon. 
Adjournment. 

0 
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FORM FOR CHURCH LETTER. 

,The Baptist Church of Christ at ______ ------------ ____ --- -

To the White River Baptist Association: 

Dear Brethren:-We send as messengers Elder_ ____ _____ _ 
Brethren ___ ____________ ________ _ 

Increase by baptism __________ _ _ 

Increase by letter------ _____ _ 

Increase by restoration _____ __ ____ _ 

Decrease by letter __ ____ ------

Decrease by exclusion------ ___ __ _ 
Decrease by death ___________ _ 

Total membership ______ _____ _ 

Constituted in the year 19 _____ _ 
Present pastor _______________________ _ 

Day of church meeting _______ ___ __ ----- -

Number engaged in Sabbath SchooL _____ ____ _ _ 

Contribution for Minutes S------ ------
Contribution for associational missions$ __________ _ _ 

Contribution for state missions $ ______ ------

Contribution for foreign missions $ ____ __ ------

Contribution for ministerial relief$ ___________ _ 

Money expended for pastoral supportS--- - -- ____ _ _ 

Money expended for church buihling $ __ ____ ------

Money expended for incidental expenses $ _________ __ _ . 
By order of the church. 

Date ________ ____ ______ l9 ___ _ 

__ ________ ___ __ ___ ____________ Moderator 

-- ---------- ____ __ --- -- · ______ Church Clerk 
Postoffice ________ ____ ______ __________ ___ ____ _ _ 
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