

















e MINUTES OF CONCORD

19 medical missionaries, 9 hospitals, and 10 dispensaries. Our niedical
missionaries treated 74,866 patients last year.

Attention should be called to the great strides which the native church-
es are taking toward self support, sélf-government and self-propagation.
One field will seive to illustrate this. In Brazil the per capita gifts for
all objects is $5.72. Our Brazilian Baptists have their own Home and
Foreign Mission Boards, Amongst our members in foreign lands there
are many tithers. There are indeed churches which make tithing a test
of fellowship, Many churches in the foreign fields are building their
own houses of worship, paying the salaries «f thir pastors, and contri-
buting to the support of missionary work in their own lands and else-
where. Native workers are being trained, and as we look into the near
and far future the outlook is indeed bright.

Like everything that grows, our Foreign Mission work has increasing
necessities. Qur success has carried us into a situatiob from which
there is no turning back and which lays new claims upon us. )Ve have
tasks which we can neither turn loose nor turn over to others. To turn
lonse means to ignore opportunities, forsake converts and churches or
turn them over to other denominations. We ought not to do either. )
Pernaps there is nothing connected with Foreign Missions so imperfectly
understood by the masses of our prople as this of the unescapable ne-
cessities of the work. Conditions at home may be pieced out by other
means, and in emergencies matters can be deferred tor the time being,
but such is not the case on the foreign field where foreign missionary
salaries and other items have to be met.

We would urge that our churches make use of the many free tracts
which can be secured from the Foreign Mission Boara.

In view of the imperative need of re-enforcement on all our foreign
fields and the very great importance of meetiug the current support O_f
this work this year and avoiding another debt, we recommend that this
association divide among the churches on an equitable bases the appor-
tionment for this year, and earnestly urge the churches to undertaks to
raise the amounts asked of them before April 30, 1917. Tne amount

asked of this State is $12,500, of which this association is asked to give
$750.

In order to save the large axount of interest paid out on borrqwed
money. we earestly suggest that our churches send in their contributions
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State Missions is in many respects the very heart of a'l our denomi-
natienal work. State Missions is the constant- friend of Association
Missions, the conservator of Home Missions, and the base of supplies for
Foreign Missions. No church in this Association can afford not to make
an offering to State Missions this year.

State Missions include revival nieetings, baptizing, reviving and en-
listing laggard chrirches, colportage, helping to build church houses, aid-
ing weak churches in supporting pastors, raising church debts, Sunday
School and Baptist Young People’s work and Woman's work.

In 1915 the churches co-operating through the Baptist State Conven-
ticn did the fullowiug State Mission work; -

Missionaries and other workers . 60
Counversions _ . 2,301
Baptisms e 2,053
Additions - 3.085

Amount raised in Arkansas for State Missions  $18,762 00
Bible Schools held e 11
Bible Institutes held _ . 182

This year our number of employees in State Mission work is 56; the
number of cunversions up to September 1st was 2,511; the number of
baptisms 1,802, and number of additions 2,518,

To put our State Mission work otit of debt, the Baptists of the statz
need to raise between this and December 6th’ approximately $27,997.12.

Your committee would reco:nmend three things:

1. That our people all up and down the Association pray devoully
for our State Mission cause.

2. That every pastor by sermons, gilt and visits do his utmest in
every church for the State Mission debt.

3. That our pastors and active laymen and women organize them-
selves into committees of two or more and go out and try to get every
church iu the Association to inake an offzring to State Missions.

Nath Keller, Chmn.

Associational Missions

We, your committee on Associational Missions, beg leave to report as
tollows;

We ﬁnd_ that there has been a great deal of work done in the Associa-
tion during the past year, part of it under the Executive Committee,
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ARTICLE VIII. Churches may be dismissed from the Association. upon apph-
cation at the annual meeting for the purpose, ofqommg other Association, but any
church departing from us without being regxﬂary dismissed, shall be regarded as
disorderly.

ARTICLE IX. Section 1.—There shgll be an Executive Committee. consisting of
the officers of the body with five members chosen by the ‘Association at each an-
nual meeting. The duty of the comrmittce shall be to superintend the missionary
operations ¢f the Association, and represent it in all matters requiring their atien-
tion when the Association is not in session. Three members of said cuiunmittee
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, Upon appointment, said
committee shall.come together and arrange their meeting and take such other steps
usmay be to the best interests of the cause of Christ.

Section 2. The regular committees of this™Association shall be as follows; For-
eign Missions, Home Missions, State Missiong,nkésociational Missions, Sunday School
Missions, Educational, Ministerial Support, Prohibitiun, Religious Literature, Digest
of Letters, Nominations, Queries, Finance, Order of Business, Woman’s Work, Or-
phan’s Home and Obituaries. .

- ARTICLE X. It shall be the privilege of the Association. through its Executive
Committee, in addition to the power already granted, to conduct missionary opera-
tions within its limits, and for this purpose to choose a missiopary or missionaries
as means may allow, and designate the field of labor and pay them quarterly through
its Treasurer out of any funds in its hands, except the money sent for pubhshmg
the minutes of every annual meeting.

ARTICLE XI. The annual meeting of Association shall embrace the -Lord’s
Day, and shall begin at 10 o'clock a. m. on Saturday before the fourth Lord's Day in
September. The Introductory sermon shall be preached at 11 a. m. on the same
day. On each succeeding day the Association shall adjourn at 11 o'clock for preach-
ing.

ARTICLE X{I. This Constitution may be altered or amended, except asto
Article VI. Section 1, at any regular meeting of the Association by a two-third vote
of the members who are in attendance.

Amendments to Constitution

“1. No person shall serve as Moderator of this body more than two terms in
succession. Adopted in 1882.
2. The constitution shall be published %nnually in the minutes of the Associ-
ation; adopted in 1893.
3. Missionary sermon is placed in hunds of the committee on Divina Service;
adopted in 1894,
4. Each churchis expected tosend to each annual meeting of the Association,

by the hands of the messengers, a sum of money to be used for prmtmg minutes;
adopted in 1895,

S 5. All moneys collected by the Association dunng its several sessions shall
be under the control of this Association.

]

/






24 . - MINUTES OF CONCOR;/

10. The only proper offices of Chnstmn churches are bishops' (or pastors) and
deacons. /

11. Christian baptism is the immcl:io/ngxn believer inthename of the Father,

Son and Holy Spirit by a regularly ordained Baptist minister.in good order.

12. The Lord's Supper is a- positive~and commemorative ordinance of Jesus
Christ, to be observed in the church as such in remembrance of Chnst and to show
forth his death until He comes.

13. The first day of the week is ‘the Lord’s day, and should be observed as a day
of rest from common labor and all worldly business and devoted to religious duties.

14. Webelieve in the resurrection of the dead and ina general judgment, and
that the felicity.of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked shall be eternal.

™
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Letters written 12; cards written 16; report blanks

tional reports sent to Mrs. Jackson 3.

/ I

s;{n out 25; associa-

Amount received for,/éxpenses. EXPENSES
First Church, Fort Smith  $1.00 |Stamps . - w8100
Lexington =~ “ - 100 R R fare to Mansﬁeld e 190
Calvary " “ _ 100" * * “ Booneville. .. 360
Greenwood . _ . .. 1o0t“ * * " Lavaca ..... 100
Booneville .. ... . _........ 100 Total .. . $750
Glendale ... .. 1.00
Union Grove .50
Mrasfield =N 210
s
Total . ... ~0...3860| Balanceon hand....... .$L10
Financial Report
Charleston..... . . e $ 94.00 .
Greenwood ... ... . .. ... 69300
Glendale.. ... 4291
Lavaca . .. . - 12.00
First Church, Fort Smxth 575.87
Lexington Ave. * “ 345.37
Calvary “ . - 345.08
Bethlehem . ... ... ... 7055
Boeneville_ ... ... .. 173.80
Oak Grove e oo eeeeveomee oot e e 56.92
Union Grove No. 2_ ... .o . 103.50
TotaL oo ...$2512.80
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