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MINUTES 

Pursuant to adjournment the White River Missionary Baptist 
ARsociation convened with Pilgrims Rest church, Gassville. Ark , 
September 3, 1915, at 10 a.m. 

The Association opened with a song and prayer by Eld. A. 
M. Reed. 

Eld . w: D. White being ahsent, by motion Eld. A. M. · Crain 
was elected to preach the introductory sermon, which was a very 
able discourse. 

By motion the body proceeded with the organization of the 
b-·dy. Brethren W. R. Jones and B. A. Spradlin were appointed 
as reading clerks. 

Motion m::~.de ancl c::trried to take a rece::;s until 2. -p. m . 
Prayer- by Eld. J. H. Marler. · 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The Association was called to ordP.r by the \1 oderator ·and 

led in prayer h.\' Eld. Jacob Skiver. 
The Moderator appointed Brethren Ahner White, L . 1'. Mar· 

I rand S W Marler to take the vot(;)S respectively forM oderator, 
,lerk and Treasurer. The Ass· ciation proceded to ele·ct the offi­

<' rs for the ensuing year. resulting as follows: For Moderator, 
IGid. B. L . Bayless; for Olerk, Eld. J . W. B:unett jr.; for Treasur­
t l l', Bro. J. M. Randell. 

A call for petitione1·y letters was madP; none presented. 
A call for corresponding m P.ssengers was made; none came 

l'o rth. 
The moderator appointed the following committees: 
Divine Service .:_'l'he messeuger,- of Pilgrims Rest church ' 

nnd Bro. W. R. Jones. 
State Missions--Elds. W. D. White, J . i3. Smith and W. H. 

Me uistion. 
Foreign Missions-Elcl. J. H . Marler, Brethren B . A. Sprad-

1111 n.nd J. N. Mohney. 
Home Missions- Eld. A. M. Crain, Brethren S~ J Stone and 

I W. Gregory. 
e titution - Eld. R. L. Barnett, Bro. J. R. W:ilbanks and J . 

: . I illahunty. 
Christian Education-Brethren B . A. Spradlin, W. R. Jones 

111d 11. H.. Hipp. 
rp mp rance- Eld. R. J. Rimer, Brethren J. A. Pasco and J . 



L. Gilliland. 
Woman's Work-Sisters Sallie Jordap, Dela Pdsco, .T. F . Rae, 

Arba Beard, Lydia McCuistion, Hattie Randel! and Pearl Stone. 
Orphans' Home- Eld. A.M. Reed, Brethren .Joe Crane and 

Marcus Willbanks. 
Baptist Literature-Bro. W. R. .Jones, Elds . .J. H. Marler and 

W. D. White. 
Deceased Ministers-Elds. W. D. White, .J. C. Marler and 

Eugene Horton. 
Finance-Brethren B. R. Hipp, .J. M. Randell and A. P. Bay­

less. 
Sunday Schools-Elds. R. M'. Ballard, R. .J. Rimer and Bro . 

.J. W. Gregory. · 
Resolutioas- Brethren W. B. Easley, W. H. Mayfield and 

Eld . .Jacob Skiver. 
Obituaries-Elds. W. D. White, .J. C. Marler and Eugene 

Horton. 
Motion prevailed to suspend the reading of the rules. 
Motion prevailed to give the Clerk until 9 o'clock Saturday 

morning to call the ·roll. 
R eport of Corresponding Messengers-Brethren W. R. .Jones 

and J .G. Dillahunty reported that they bad visited Crooked Creek 
Association and found them to be a loyal band of Baptists. 

Appointment of Messengers to corresponding bodies: 
Crooked Creek-Eld. A. M. Crain and Bro. W. R. .Jones. 
Rocky Bayou-Elds. W. H: McCuistion and .J. P. Lovelace. 
Big Creek-Elds . .Jacob Skiver, R. M. Ballard, .J H . Marler, 

Eugene Horton and Bro. W. B. Easley. 
County Line-Eld. R. .J. Rimer and Bro . .J. M. Rand6'll. 
Committee on Divine Service made a partial report as follows: 

Eld . .J. B . Smith preach tonight followed by Eld. E . .J. Rimer; and 
Eld. A. M.' Reed preach Saturday at 11 a. Ili. followed by Eld. R. 
L . Barnett. 

Motion was made and carried that the regular order of busi· 
ness be suspended and the place for the next meeting be selected 
and some one elected to preach the introductory ser·mon. 

Mountain Home was selected as the place of meeting and Eld . 
.J. P . Lovelace was chosen to preach the sermon and Eld. · .J. B . 
Smith his alternate. 

A motion prevailed to take recess·until 9 o'clock a. m. Satur-
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d :~.v . 

Pr acbinO' at p. m. by Eld . J.B. Smith and Eld . R.J. im 1·. 

SATURDAY, 90'CLOCKA. M. 
The Association was called to order by the Mod er ator. 
Prayer by Eld . B. L . Bayless. 
Motion made and carried to suspend the calling of tb r 11 

until 2 p . m. . 
The committee on State Missions made their report whi ll 

was adopted. See report 1. 
The committee on Orphans' Home made their report, which 

tLfter discussion was adopted. See report 2 . . 
The committee on Destitution made · their report and· af t er n. 

spirited discussion it was amended and adopted. See report 3. 
By motion the body went int·) ail election for Missiona ry. 

li}ld . A . M. Crain was elected for the ensuing year. The As o ·ia­
tion agreed to pay him $2.00.per day for his service. 

On rpotion the body took recess until2 p. m .. 
Preaching at 11 a. m. by Eld. A. M. Reed. 

2 P.M. 
The Moderator called the house tn order and led in prayer . 
Call for letters of churches not reported . Flippin respond d. 
The roll was called and corrected. 
The committee on Sabbath Schools made the.ir report, whi ch 

was discusse.d, amended and adopted . S~e report 4. 
The committee on Woman's Work made their report, which 

was adopted . See report 5. 
The committee on Baptist Literature made their report, 

which was adopted. See report 6. 
The committee on Finance. made their repoJ:t, which wa 

adopted. See report 7. 
The committee on Home Missions made their report, which 

was adopted. See report 8. 
The committee on Obituaries made their report, which was 

adopted . See report 9. 
The committee on Deceased Ministers made the:ir report, 

which was adopted. See report 10. ' 
Tne Mission Board made their report. which was adopted. 

See report 11. 
The Missionary made his report which was adopted. See 

report 12. 
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By motion the body took ten minute recess. 
The committee on Foreign Mis ion;.; made their report, whi ·h 

was adopted. See report 13. 
·The committee on Temperance made their report, which wa. 

adopted. · See report 14. 
The committee on Christian Education made their report, 

which was adopted. See report 15. 
Tbe committee on Resolutions made tl:leir report, which was 

adopted. See report 16. 
The Board of Trustees made their report, which was adopt· 

ed . Seej'eport 17. 
Motion carried to turn the minute funds over to the clerk, 

and that he receive $5.00 as his fees. 
Motion made and carried that the Board of Trustees be 

authorized to use the best 1..0eans to erect a roof on the Col­
lege building. 

Motion prevailed to adjourn to meet with Mountain Home 
church, on Friday before tbe fir·st Sunday in September, .1916. 

Pr·ayer by Eld . .J. H. Marler. 
J . W BARNETT JR, ELD. B. L . BAYLESS, 

Clerk. Moderator. 

REPOl~TS 
1.--We your committee on State Missions re;.;pectfully Rnb­

i:nit the-following: State missions are a vital part of our denomi­
natiooal work, the unit from which all mission work is launehed 
must forever be the local church and the local churche~ of Jesus 
Christ must forever be free to c~rry on His missionary work as 
they see fit and pr·oper as long as they do no violence to New 
Testament principles i:n the choice of executives for the purpose 
of carrying on state mi,;;sion work. The matter is entirely in the 
hands of the churches affilia.ting themselves together for the pur­
pose of doing mission work, but we feel that it is thA duty of 
every church to take more interest in state mission work than 
has heretofore been the case within the bound::; of this Associa­
tion and we urge that each one take QP a collection for state ·mis­
sions at least once each year and transmit same to whatever 
board or community they may feel will best advance the cause of 
Jesus Christ in our beloved state, and we recommend that . the 
stat.e mission work be C!l>rried on in a spirit of love and not of 

-4-



Ht.rif . !Cid. W. D. Whit , hn,il·man . 
2- W your · mmitt on 1'1 han om malt th following 

1· por t : Th r ar two oq han born in t he tat of A rkansa,s, 
on at Montie llo, with about 200 children, good equipment, but 
in need of upport and help. They have lately been trick n with 
that awful di ease, P ellagra, which b2.s giveri them a great d n.J 
or trouble and caused a few deaths. They n eed our help in a fin . 
ancial way. The home at Texarkana bas 30 childr en or mor , 
they are also in great need of help and we recommend that a lib t·· 

al collection be taken today and the money apportioned accordin~ 
to the number of children in each home. We further recomm nd 
that each,church at its next meeting take this matter up and I ·t 
their most efficient sister to take up this work in their cbur ·h 
and neighborhood of soliciting help for those dear children. A. 
M. Reed, Chairman. 

3-We your committee on Destitution, beg leave to mak th ­
following: We realize that there is great destitution within tlw 
bounds of our Association and we recommend that this body 1 ·t 
a Missionary to supply the destitute ;,ithin it~ bounds with Bap­
tist preaching during this Asso~iational year, and we .furth I' 

recommend that the Mode rator appoint a committee of one from 
each cfiurch to solicit means for his support·. We recomm nd 
t hat the pastors of the churches of this Association impres upon 
each chu·rch the Rolemn duty of giving of their means for the up­
port of ·the gospel in the destitute part of this Association. EHl . 
R. L. Barnett, Chairman. 

4-We your committee on Sunday School~, r eport as follow. : 
Our Lord and Master set us the· example for Sunday School for 
"He ente red into the synagogues on the Sabbath and taught, and 
hesaidfollowme." Yourcommittee would very earnestly re­
quest every church in White River Association to organize a Bibl 
~cbool on the Lord's day and use Baptist literature as a help .to 
Bible study. Brethren, will not every church report a Sunday 
Sehool next year. EldP.r R. J Rimer, Chairman. 

5-We your committee on Woman's Work wish to submit the 
following repoet: After caeeful obse rvation we find that the wom­
en of our Southland are doing a. great work for the Master 's cause. 
And why not, since it wa.,.; a woman that carried the first beauti­
ful message of the rben Cbrist. And we urge the brethren, as 
those of olden times, to stand by us with their money and pray -
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er . We earnestly recommend that a Ladies Mi 'ionary and Aid 
Society be organized in every church in White Riv~r Association. 
Done by order of committee Sister A. D Jordan, Chairman. 

6-Your committee on Baptist Literature would respectfully 
recommend that tpe choice of Baptist newspapers and other cur­
rent Baptist literature be left to the individual conscience of each 
Baptist within the bounds of this Association. But we earnestly 
urge upon all our members the overwhelming importance of the 
reading of God's word in their ho~es, and by their firesides. All 
the great Baptist victories in the past have been won where th 
word has been most devotedly read in the homes of the peopl . 
Especially would we pray that Baptist fathers and mothers de­
vise ways and means by which their children may be induced 
early in life to begin the study of God's ~evelation of his will to 
the world . It is God's plan, in his scheme of redemption, to sav 
sinners, who believe in his Son, by the means of the Spirit and 
Truth. It is his will that t~·uth be instilled into the heart of th 
sinner. This can be done by no other way than by the sinner 
reading the Word, or bearing it r ead and expounded by others. 
It i~ only a.fter the truth is instilled into him that the Holy Spiri t 
does his quickening work. We therefore, reverently say wi th 
our Lord, Search tb.e S cripture, for this the guide book for the 
road that leads to eternal life. W. R. Jones, Chairman. 

7-Vve your committee on Finance beg leflve to submit the 
following report: We find that the churches have contributP.d 
for printing the minutes $25 75. B R. Hipp, Cha.irman. 

8-We your committee on Home Missions beg leave to su b­
mit the following report: Not having exact report of the work 
done this year, will say, Home Mission money i ' spent forth 
evangelizing of America. At least twenty-five different nationali · 
ties receive the Gospel opportunity through our preachers by 
this fund. Some of our strongest churches are among the foe· 
eigners, and many of them return to their home land carrying th 

. messag~.: wit!J. them. Much of our Home Mi,sion money is spent 
for evangelism in great cities and smalle r towns and other de'· 
titute places. BaiJtists make no inve~tment that brings hu·ger 
returns than this one, and none is more needed. Our average gift 
per member for a whole year to this work is 13 cents. Too fe w 
of our churches know the opportunity and results of our endeavor. 
E1ery member can and should have a part We must i)reach the 
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"ospcl to t h cl stitut amon('r u, , or deny our loyalty to hri t. 
rph l tt t"' bow that the churches of this Association have giv n 
$15.00 for this object durinf5 the year now closed. This i a d -
crease over last year of $24.50 Every memb,er giving regularly , 
sy,;;tematically. libe rallyis the New Testament way and should 
be our way. We urge that the pastors at the different church 
preaeh at least onfl sermon on Home Missions and ask each mem­
ber to give something to th is work. E ld. A. M. Crain, Chairman. 

9-We your committee on Obituaries beg to submit the fol­
lowing report: By careful investigation we find that since our 
last meeting God in his wisdom bas seen fit to call from labor to 
rest, seven of the members of this Association: Resolved that we 
humbl.v bow in subm ission to the will of Him who doeth all 
things. Eld. W. D. White, Chairman 

10 - We your committee on Deceased Ministers . beg to re­
port the following: Investigation disclouses that God in his mercy 
has spared the lives of all the ministers of White River Associa­
t ion, t,herefore we recommend that this body bow it;J. prayer led 
by Eld. W. D. White. Eld. W. D. White, Chairman. 

11-We the Missionary Board appointed to assist in raising 
means to carry on the work of the fbissionary for the past year, 
report that we employed Eld . A. M. Crain to do some missionary · 
work which he did . w~ find that Eld Crain has been paid in full 
for his services. We reco.mmend that a meeting of all members 
of the churches who are appointed to serve on the committee to 
rai,.;e fun, •s for our missionarJ, meet at the next Fifth Sunday 
meeting to lay out the work of our·missionary for the next year. 
We further recommend that five members constitute a quorum 
fo r busines,.; . As the first meeting is every important it is urged 
that all memhers be present. T. 0 . Horn, Chairman, Eugene 
Horton, Sec. 

12 - I wish to mftke the following report as Mis<;;io.nary of this 
Associati·•n: Held 8 days meeting with the church at :Norfork 
a nd with Pastor W. H. McCuistion. Preached 12 sermons; 2 con­
ve rsions; collected $12.00. Held 10 days meeting with Hopewell 
church and Pastor McCuistion. Preached 20 sermons; 10 con­
versions; 2 backsliders re,;;tored to joy; 15 additions to the church, 
5 by letter and otherwise; 4 baptised; and 6 stand approved for 
baptism; collected $14 00; donated b.v missionary $1.00. Full pay­
ment $27.()0. Eld. A. M. Crane, Missionary. 
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13-We your committee on Foreign Mission beg 1 :tve to -uh· 
mit the following in compliance with the Savior's command "Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature," 
and reali11ing the great responsibility resting on the church of 
Christ to carry out the commission that Jesus Christ delivered to 
.the church, therefore we would urge the Churches of this Asso· 
ciation to give of their means to carry out the great Commission 
as given by our Lord and Master. Eld. J. H . Marler, Chairman. 
· ., .H-We your committee on Temperance report as follow : 
Intemperance is the blighting curse of our nation. Intoxicating 
.drinks pours its firey liquid into the hearts of thousands who 
never touch the intoxicating cup. The refinement of education 
and the splendor of genius have fallen before its poor martial un­
der one bloody :flag. Of all the calamities that ever be.fell the hu­
man family; wars, famines, pestilence, fires and tempests, this 
curse and monster, intemperance, can out do them all. His foot­
steps must be arrested <>r the nation is undone. Who is to do this 
work? She that looks forth as the morning, full as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners. The 
church of the living God is to remedy this evil. Eld. R. J. Rimel', 
Chairman. 

15-We your committee on Christian Education report as fol­
lows: We urge the education of our children under Christian in­
fluence. We believe that eveay teacher, even in our public schools, 
~hnuld be a Christian. We recommend ·a liberal patronage of our 
denominational schools. Our boys and girls need and will still need 
an education to prepare them for usefulness in the church and in 
the state. B. A. Spradlin, Chairman. 

16 - We your committee on Resolutions beg to submit the fol­
lowing r.eport: Resolved that this body direct the Clerk to have the 
minutes printed and distributed to each church in proportion to 
each contribution, and to receive for his services five dollars from 
the minute fund. Resolved that this body return their thanks to 
Pilgrim's Rest church and community for their kindness to us 
while with them. W. B. Easley. Chairman. 

17-The Board of Trustees of Mountain Home College reports 
as follows: We find t :D.t the college building is being used by the 
school board at Mountain Home for the Normal Training High 
School, and the school is organized and ready ~o start under 
that board. The building is in need of a roof, therefore we rec· 



Oll1 rn :uJ that th Assoc:i;:~,tion d vi:-; m au ' to 1·a.it> a fu-nd t 11 I p 
1 uta roof on the building. The p ople of Mountain Hom havo 
maintain d tb building for everal years and have u d it til 
be~t thay could, but they feel now that the roofing of the building 
i' too expensive an undertaking for them a~one. It is Baptii'!L 
property, and valuable property too. It ought to be pre erv d, 
and a Baptist school should be opened and maintained ther . 1 L 
can and will be done when ·this Associat.ion becomes fully ·int r 
ested and gets in hearty co-operation with the school. T. 
Horn, W. R. Jones, S J. Stone, R. H. Russell and EugeneHort n, 
Committee. 
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Article 1.- Tbis Association s hall be called and I< nown by ill(\ 

name of the "White River Baptist Association." 

Article II. - The members composing the annual meeting of 
the Association shall consist of tbe messengers sent by tho 
churches. 

Article III.-The messengers sent b,· the churches to the an­
nual meetings shall not exceed four from each church. 

Article IV.-The Association shall meet annually at such 
time and place as shall have been previously appointed. 

Article V.-The officers of the Associat1on shall consist of ~~ 

Moderat{\r, Cl~rk, and Treasurer, who sbaU be chosen bv a majol' 
ity of the messengers annually at the annual meetings of the borly. 

Article VI.-This Association will have no power to contml 
or regulate the internal affairs or discipline of any church, but it, 
may adopt and recommend all such measures as sh:~.ll be con~id 
ered best calculated to produce the harmony and prosperity of the• 
churches, and to advance the Redeemer's kingdom, and advise and 
consult upon such matters as the churches may at a13:y time PI'<'· 
sent for their consideration· and advice. And it may receive' 

. churches into this Association or dismiss churches from the body, 
inquire into th~ state of religion in its bounds, and suggest meas­
ures for its advancement, and be a common bond of union among 
~he churches, but shall not exer~;ise any legislative power over the 
churches. 

Article VII.- This constitution may be amended at any reg· 
ular meeting by a vote or two third::> of the members present, pro· 
vided notice bas been given at a previous meeting. 

DI<;CLARATION OF :FAITH. 

1. We believe the Holy Bible wa"' written by men divinely in· 
spired , and is a oerfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it 
has God for its ;luthor, salvation for its end, and truth without any_ 
mixture of error for its matter, that it reveals the principles by 
which God will judge u~: and therefore is, and shall remain to the 
end of the world, the tl'ue center of Christian union and the su-
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pre me standard by which all hu man conduct, cr ed ~ and opinion::; 
should be tried. 

2. We believe that there is one, and only one, living and tru 
God, an infinite, intelligent . Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the 
Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly 
glorious in holiness, and wort.hy of all possible honor, confidenc 
and love; that in the unity or the God-head there are three per­
sons, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit; equal in every divine 
perfection, and executing ¢J.istinct but harmonious offices in the 
great work of redemption. • 

3. We believe that man was created in holiness, under the 
law of his Maker; but by voluntary trangression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are 
now sinners, not by constraint, but choice; being by nature utter­
ly void of that holiness required by the la~ of God, postively in­
dined to evil, aJ:?.d therefore under just condemnation to eternal 
ruin without defense or excuse. 

4. We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace. 
through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who, by the ap­
pointment of the Father, freely took upom him our nature, yet 
without sin; honored the divine law by his personal obedience, and 
by his death made a full atonement for our sins; having risen 
from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in his 
wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with divine P.erfec­
tions He is every way qualified to be an all sufficient Savior. 

5. We believe that the great gospel blessjng which Christ 
secures to such as believe in Him is justification; that justification 
includes the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life on prin­
ciples of righteousness; that is bestowed, not in consideration of 
any work of righteousness which we have done, but solely through 
faith in the Redeemer's blood, by vir.tue of which faith his perfect 
righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that brings us ~into 
a state of most blessed peace and favor with God and secures 
every other blessing needful for time and eternity. 

6. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free 
to all by the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept 
them by a cordial, penitent and obedient faith, and that nothing 
prevents thE\ salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but bis own 
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d< t I'm in d d pravity and voluntary I' j ction of th gosp I whi ·It 
,. j ction involve ' bim in an aggravated condemnation. 

7. We believe, that in order to be saved, sinner mu t b l' 

~ nerated, or be born agtin; that regeneration con i ts in givin~ 
a holy disposition to the mind; that it is effected in a manner ab v 
our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, in conne tion 
with the divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedieo to 
t,he gospel, and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruit,H 
of repentance, faith and newness of life. 

We repeat that repentance and faith are sacred duties and 
inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by thP. regenerating 

pirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, dang­
rand helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ. we turn 

to God with unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication f r 
mercy, at the same time heartily receiving 'the Lord Jesus Cbt'i~t 
as our Proph_et, Priest and King, and relying on Him alone a th • 
all-sufficient Savior. 

9. We bP.lieve that election is the eternal purposes of God, a -
cording to which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and sav :; 
inners, that d·oing so is perfectly consistent with the free agen ·y 

of man, it comprehends all the means in connection with the end, 
that it is a most glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, b -
ing perfectly free, wise, hol:y and unchangeable; that it utterly ex­
cludes boasting, and promotes humility, lcJVP., praser, praise, tru. t 
in God and active imitation of his free mercy; that it encourages 
to use of means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained 
by its effects in all who truly believe the gospel; that it is the foun­
dation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard 
to ourselves demands and deserves the utmost diligence_. 

10. We believe that santification is the process b.Y which, 
according to the will of God, we are made partakers of his holi­
ness; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun · in regenera­
tion, and that it is carried on in the hearts of beli€wers by the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Healer and Comforter, 
in the continual use of the appointed means- especially the Word 
of God, self examination, self-denial, watchfulness and prayer. 

11. We believe tbat such only are true believers as endure 
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to the end; that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand 
mark which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that 
a special providence watches over their welfare, and they are kept 

_ by the power of God through faith into salvation. 

12. We believe that the law of God is the eternal and un­
changeable rule of his moral government; that it is holy, just and 
good, and that the inability which Scriptures ascribe to fallen men 
to fulfill its precepts arises entirely from their love of sin, to de­
liver them from which and to restore them through a mediator to 
unfeigned obedience to the holy law is one great end of the !lOSpel 
and the means of grace connectE>d with the establishment of the 
visible church. 

13. We believe that a visible church of Christ is a cong:--ega­
tion of baptised believers, associated by convenant in the faith and 
fellowship of the gospel, observing the ordinance of Christ,· gov­
erned by his laws and exercising the gifts and privileges invested 
in them by His word; that its only scriptural officers are bishops 
or pastors and deacons, whosP qu alifications nod claims and duties 
are defined in the epistlE's of Timothy and Titus. 

1-!. We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion in 
water of a believer into the name of the Father and Son and Holy 
Spirit, to show forth in a solemn and beautiful em blem , our faith 
in the crucified. buriPd and risen Savior with its effect, our cleath 
to sin nnd resurrection to a new life; that it is a prerequisite 
to the privileges of a church relation and the Lord's Supper, in 
which the members of the church by the sacred use of bread and 
wine are to commemorate tog8tber the dying love of Christ pr'e ­
ceeded always by solemn self-examination. 

15. We believe that the first day in the week is the Lord 's 
Day or Christian Sabbath, and it is to be kept sacred to religious 
purposes by abstaining fwm :til -s ecu lar labor flnd sinful recrea­
tion, by the devout observ.m ce of a ll the m~ans of Grace, both of 
private and public, and by prepanition for that rest tl1a.t remain­
eth for the people of God. 

16. We believe that civil government is of divine appoint­
ment, for the interest and good order of human society ; and that 
magistrates are ·to be prayed for, conscientiously 'honored and 
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ol y d, 'PL in things PI OR d by t h will or our Lot·l ,J . 11R 

'hrist. who i tb only Lord of the con cien e and th prin · of' 
Lh kino- of the earth. 

17. We believe that the e).ld of thi~ world i approaching; th<tL 
a,t the last day Christ shall decend from heaven and rai e th 
clead from the grave to final retribution, that a solemn eparati n 
will then take place; that the 'wicked will be judged to enol ~~ 
pu nishment; and the righteous to endless joy; and that this :jud~· 

men!; will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or bell on 
principles of righteousness. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

1. The Association shall commence with religious exerci. :-~ 

and a sermon from some preacher, who shall have been previously 
appointed, unless the Association shall otherwise direct. 

2. The Moderator of the session shall preside, and the fo l'm · 
er Clerk shall act (pro1 ided they attend) until the letters from Lim 
churches connected with th ~:: body shall . have been read and n, 

Moderator and Clerk appointed. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside over t h 
meeting during its session and appoint committees (unless tb' 
Association shall otherwise direct), pres~rve order, reprove im· 
proprieties (except an appeal is made to the meeting by two m m· 
bP.rs).. He shall have a right to speak on alL subjects, calling a 
member to the chair, and examine and correct the minute if 
necessary. 

4. The Clerk shall keep a correct copy of the f>roceedings of 
the meetings, read the letters and documents, and call any mem­
ber to assist .biro at the close of the meeting. He shall take charge 
of the papers and documents unless otherwise directed. 

5. The churches shall designate their messengers and r e­
port their condition by letter. 

6. Preachers in good standing in other Baptist churches or 
Associations with whom we are in fellowship, when attending our 
annual meeting, shall be invited to a seat as correspondent, and 
these meeting.;; "hall always be opened with a prayer and closed 
in a similia r manner 
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7. Every member may speak twice on any one subject in d 
bate before the meeting, but not more without leave ; and wh n 
speaking shall stand and address the Moderator and us@ decorous 
and Christian language; and no member shall absent himself from 
the Association during the session· without leave; and any person 
who shall violate these rules, or the. constitution, shall be reproved 
as the Association shall think prop.er. 

8. These rules may be amended by a majority of the mem ­
bers present at an;y regular meeting. 

9. Tbe churches shall-contribute funds for the ordinary ex­
penses of the body, such as printing the minutes and paying the 
traveling expenses of such members as the Association may send 
to other bodies. 

10. A public collectionshall be taken by the Moderator at 
each session and applied to such benevolent purposes as the As­
sociation may direct. 

ORDER OF BUSI~ESS 
1. Annual introductory sermon. l 

2. Call of Association to order by the Moderator, if present 
3. Call for chu reb letters and enrolling messengers. 
4. Election of officers. 
5. Call for petitionery letters and m~ssengers. 
6 Call for corresponding letters and messengers. 
7 Appoint the following committees: Divine service, asso-

. ciational missions~ state missions, horne missions, foreign mis­
sions, destitution, Sunday schools, 13aptist literature, christian 
education, finance, ternperan.ye, W01nan's work, orphan homes, 
obituaries, deceased ministers, resolutions . 

8. Read constitution and rules of or,der. 
9. Call and correct the roll and note absentees. 
10. Call re port of me' sengers to corresponding bodies . 
11. Appoint messengers to corresponding bodies. 
12. Call for report of committ.ees in order. 
13. Miscellaneous business. 
I4. Resolutions . 
15. Appoint place for next meeting of Association. 
16. Appoint some one to preach the introductory sermon. 
17. Adjournment. 
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FORM FOR CHURCH LETTER 

The Baptist church of Christ at .. ... . . ........ .. . 
'l'o the White River Baptist Association: · 

Dear Brethren:-We send as messengers Elder ..... .. .. . . 

Brethren.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ... ... . 

Increase by baptism . . . . . . . . 

Increase by letter ...... . · .... . 

Increase by restoration ..... . .. . 

Decrease by letter . . ...... .. . 

Decrease by exclusion . . . . . .. 

Decrease by death . . . . . . . ... . 

Total membership .... .. .. ... . 

Constituted in the year 19 ... .. 

Present pastor . ...... . ... . 

Day of church meeting .. . . 

Number engaged in Sabbath School. . . . .. 

Contribution for Minutes$ ... .... .... . 

Contribution for associational missions$. · .. .. . . . 

Contribution for-state missions$ ... ... ... . 

Contribution for foreign missions $. . . . .. . 

Contribution for ministerial relief$ ......... . 

Money expended for pastoml support$ . ... , .... .. . 

Money expended for church building. $ ......... . 

Money expended for incidential expenses $ . .. . ... . 

By order of the church .. · 

D<tte . . ........... .. , .. 19 

. . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Moderator 

. . .. : . .. .... ... . . ... .. . ... . Church Clerk 

Postoffice . . ... . . . .... . · ..... . . . 
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