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MINUTES 

FORTY-SEVENTH MEETING 

Spring River 
Baptist Assoaiation 

HELD WITH 

PORTIA BAPTIST CHURCH 
LAWRENCE COUNTY. ARK . 

September 25-22", 1916. 

Moderator. J . D. BUTtER. D nton. Arlt. 
Clerk. J . £: MOORF~ Smithville. Ark. 

Para1r0n printery. Smllh!IUe, Ark. 



MINUTES 

The Sprini ~iver Baptis Ass~'atio met at 
P ortia. Saturday. September 25. 1915, its 47th 
annual session. The body was called to o <!er by the 
Clerk, and after readin i and prayer,· Bro. J . A. Justus , 
was elected temporary moderator. Bros. Q . 0. Dent 
and M. E. Butler were appointed. readini clerks. and 
the followini churches were represeted by the fol
lowini messeniers. 

Bii Creek- W. A. Watkins. E. J . Russell and B. 
Watkins. 

Clear Sprin i 0 T . Ande rson. J . D. Butler and 
R. S. Anderson. Y; 

Corinth . F. Butler. M. McGinness and Mealy 
McG inness. 

CenterviUe- W. H. Goatcher, W. A. S toner and 
W. H. Reid . . 

Clover Bend . H. Morpn, S. B. Bell and H. 
a. Brady. 

Lebanon ames Thompkins, J. R. Norman and 
E. Millipn. 

Lone' Oak . A. Justus, W. F'. P icket and W. A. 
Helm. 

Fair View- C. W. McCarroll and R . B. Me· 
Lauihlin. 

Ma oth Sprini . M. Mauldin and R . S. Bull. 
Mt ion- S. H. Clements. 0 . W. Roark and C. D. 

Wade . 
. New Hope- W. J . F'1eld. H. A. Moore and J. T. 

Winchester. 
Port' S. M. Prince. Q . H. Ballard and Sister 

Wilcoxon. 
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Pleasant Grove- E. N. Campbell, J. W. Pickett 
and T. F. Buchanan. 

Pleasant Hill-J. T. Osborne, J. H. Box and 
James Goodwin. 

Rings Chapel- P. M. Christenberry. J . R. Good
man and T. C. McLeod. 

Smithville - J. E. Moore. Lacy Bilbrey and Robt. 
Taylor. 

Union- B. H. Wilson. Lewis Coake and Albert 
Boyer. 

Walnu Grove . R. Pope. J. M. Bus er. and J. 
H. Davis. 

The iptroductory sermon w s preached by Bro. 
J. D. Butler- Subjec . "The opening of the Books". 

Adjourned to m ~et at 2 o'c!ock. P . M. 
The congregation was ca lled to order by si nging. 

Prayer by Bro. J. A. Smith. The Association wen 
into the election of a mod era tor and clerk. which re
sulted in the election of Eld. J . D .. Butler. mederator 
and J . E. Moore. clerk. The Moderator appointed 
the Messengers of Portia Church and the Pas tor s 

-committee on Divine Service. The following Breth-
ren were enrolled as visitors : Bro. Allen Box. Okla.: 
J. W. Gaines and Elder Ben M. Bogard. Texarkana: 
Elder J . A. Smith. Little Rock. By motion and se -
ond the regula,r order of business was suspended a d 
an election was held for a place to hold the next 
association and some one to preach the introductory 
sermon. Smithville was chosen as the place and Bro. 
W. A. Watkins to preach the sermon . 

The Committee on Divine Service rna e the fol
lowina- report: Bro. Ben M. Boa-ard to preach at l:oO 
P. M .. Bro. J. A. Smith at 11 o'clock. Sunday. Bro. 
Elam Hall at o o'clock. P. M. a.nd Bro. Bo2'3.rd at 
l :oO. P . M. 



The following committees were appointed:· 
Sunday Schooi- P. M. Chr1stenberry. James 

Goodwin and' W. A. Fielti. 
State of Churches-W. H. Vance and J. A. Jus· 

tus. 
Dest.itutlon- James Goodwin, S. H. Clements 

and S. M. Prince. 
State Missions- J. A. Justus. 
Associational Missions- S. H. Clements and C. 

D. ,Wade. 
Home and Foreign Mitsions- C. W. 

and R. B. McLaughlin. 
Prohib1tion- W. A. Watkins and Ja 

. Core~pondence-Whit McCarroll. J. 
and W. J. Field. 

McCarroll 

Ooodwin. 
F. Butler 

Finance~J. A. Justus. S. H. Clements and J. M. 
Buster. 

Orphan's Home- H. J. Bra.dy. J. E. Millipn and ' 
Newt Campbell. 

On the Oead- S. M. Prince and S. H. Clements. 
Baptist Literature- P. 1.1. Christenberry. James 

Goodwin and J. M. Buster. 
Education . F. But • G. Anderson and T. J. 

Buchanan. 
· Adjourned to meet at 7:30, P. M. Bro. Bop.rd 

preached a fine sermon on the Characteristics of the 
true Church. 

Sunday at ll , A M .• Bro. J. A. Smith preached 
a strong sermon on the subject. · Christ the Rock' , 

), 

after which. a c~ection of $7.75 was taken for S.ta.te 
Missions. Adjo rned to meet at 3, P. M. 

Bro. Hall p ached a good sermon from John 
1-29. after which the Committee on Sunday · School 
made its report (see appendix l) which after beina
discussed and amended. was adopted. 

~· 

. ' 

\ 



~----------------------~5 
At '2':30 P .M., Bro. Boga.rd preached a strong 

sermon from the text : 1 st Corrin hians XIII-I 3-
.. And now abideth faith hope and ch rity: but the 
greatest of these is charity:· After he se rmon the 
Committee on Orphans· Home m de its' report. see 
appendix II ) which vas adop ed. A collection was 
taken for the Texark na Horne. mJ unli ng to $1 0 .'2'5. 
Adjourned to meet at 8:30 A. M .. Monday. 

Monday. 8:30 A. M .. he m eting as opened by 
singing. reading and prayer. af r which he follov. ing 
committees made their re orts. which af e r b ing d ie 
cussed were adopted: State of Churches (see ap en
dix Ill . Destit11tion (see appendix IV . S te Mis
sions see appendix V . Associ ional i~s i on ~ee 
a ppe:1dix Vl l. Ho:n 3 and FJre tg.l Missions (see ap
pendix VII>. Prohibi ion see a ppendix Vlll t. 8 p is t 
Ltte ture ( see appendix IX ' · Finance (see appe dix 
X and Memori Is of the dead !see appendi x XI). 

The Committee on Cores pondence made heir 
report. and the fo llowing breth ren were appointed to 
go to the fo llowing ssociations: J onesboro. Robert 
Berry; Rocky Bayou. P. M. Chr.istenberry: E le ven
points, J . E . Milligan: Current River. J. E. Wood ~on: 

State Line. M. Buste r. 
Acting upon the recomendation of the Commit

tee on Associational Missions. the body proceeded to 
elect Bro. W. A. Watkins as missionary for the ext 
y.ear-. and the following pledges were made for his 
support:-
Big Creek-arc. W. A. Wa l<ins-4 collections and $2. 
C ear Springs-J. D. Butler 2 . 
Lebanon-J. R. Norman 
Lone Oak-J. A. Justus 
Mam. Springs-Sister Bull 
New Hope-W. J. Field L . 

.. .. .. 
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p t' { S. M. Prince $11 4 or Ia-- J . E. Woodson 

Smithv ille- J. E. Moore · 2 } " 
Lacy Bi lbrey I 

.. 
Union-A lbert Boyer " •· 

2. 

o. 

Walnut Grove-J. M . Buster 2. 

Mt Z
. ( S. H . Cl_ements $2 1 •. 

4 · JOn- S. A. Payne 2 I · 

The fo llowing individu I amou ts were pledged : 
J . J. Bel la y. $5: Sister Elder, 1: Sist er Tay

lor. 1 : S i~ _r horn. I: R. B. Penn. 1; Rev. 
Timber! ke . 2.o0: Sis er Ber'ey Cleme s, 1; J . A. 
Smith, 1: El m Hall. $1: 0 . H . Gibs.,on, Sister 
Scudd e~ 50 cts. 

Bra. W. J . Field, of Den on. was elected treat 
'' e . a., he churches are requested o end rr.oney 
for the Association Missionary to him. 

The fol lowing resolutions were adopted: 
Resol ved. That we tender our thanks to the p ~o

ple of Portia. and surrounding neigh orhood our 
• heartfelt th nks fo r the ir hospitality a d kindness 

during our stay. and o the ethodi t people we ex
end our thanks for the use of their ch urch house. 

Resolv ed. That the than s of the A . r ociaticn 
are hereby tendered he Mod erat r a d Clerk for 
their service. kindness and patience duri g hi,; ~ef 

sion, hat the Clerk have 400 copies of the m1nu es 
printed and that he be allow ed · l 0 for h s ervic ~. 

After singing and giving one another the p 1 l l"'g 
hand, the Association adjourned o meet with Smith
ville church. S urday before the 4th Sunday in 
September, 191 6. 

J . D. BuTLER. Modera or, 
J . E. MooRe. Clerk. 

G~-------------------------------------------------------------------------~~ 
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- APPENDIX 

(I) 
We. your Committee on Sunday School. beg 

leave to SUQmit he following (or your cons ideration: 
The Sunday School has become ,on of the most. 

potent agencies for .the teachi g of God's word. and 
the resu l ts are such that no church can afford to do 
without one. The grouping of the chi dren in c lass
es according to age and advanc men t. with cc se
crated teacher- · gives the fine ~ t opportunities fo r in
stilling in their minds he great ruths of God's word. 
So p::>werful h3.S this tr inm come ·to te that the tar
ger per cent of the conversions are from he Sunday 
School. This is due to the f ct. th t the chi ldren 
are reached at the most impressionable age. We 
urge upon each church to m in ain a Sunday School. 
We recomend the use of Sunday _chool li tera ure 
published by the Baptist S. S. Commit ee. Texar-
kana. Ark.-Tex. Respectfu lly ubmitted. 

P. M. Chrrstenberry. James Goodwin. 
W. J. ~·e l d. Commi ee. 

fl) 

We. your Comnii tee on Or phans' Home. report 
the following: 

We have in the Orphans' Home at Texarkana. 
Ark., 52 children for our support. In this home ev
erything will be needed that is needed in any home: 
beds. cloth ing. provisions. towels. tab e linen. ki ch
en and dining room furniture and utensils. We recom
enp that boxes of clo·hing and provi Fion s be sent o 
T. H . Carter, T exark na. Ark .• and that collections 
be taken in every church and the money sent to Eld. 
J. W. Sims. Malvern. Ark. 

H. J. Brady. J . E. Milligan. 
Newt Campbell. Committee. 

( Ill) 
We. your Committee on State of Churches _ub

mit the following : 
We notice most of the churches have pastors. 

~--------~~------~-g 



bu little has been effected during this year, not much 
paid for the cause of Christ. Therefore, 'we recom
end that the churches each affect a Sunday School 
and arrange monthly service in some way If no oth
er way. h ve pr yer meetings. 

W. H . Vance. J. . ustus, 
Committee. 

(I V J 

We. your Committee on Destitution. submit the 
fo llowi r1 g: . 

We find there is great destitu ion between Imbo
den and M mmoth Spring. and f rom Mommoth Spring 
south to the south line of uur ssoc1 lion; and also 
there is de li tuuon along the .bo tom country on the 
wes~ side of 8 1 ck river. 

J mes Goodwin. S. H . Clements 
S. . Prince. Committee. 

v 
We. your Committee on State Missions. submit 

the following: 
S te M issions o us means missions in Arkan

sas. There are many fie lcs of destitution in our be
loved state. I is our du y. s Baptist.. to preach the 
gospel to the people in hese destitute places. The 
S · te Associa io of Bap ist Churches has eight mis
sionaries in Arka sas this year. They are doing a 
great work and e Lord is abundantly bl~ting their 
labors. We recomend h he churches comprising 
this Asso<;iation inform themselves about the work. 
and that hey contribute of their me ns to the sup
port of t ese missionaries. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. A. Justus. 

VI 
We. your Committee on Assoclational Missions. 

submit the fol lowing report: 
There is much dest1 ution in Spring River Bap

tist ~ssociation and it is the duty of the churches to 
supplv those stitute p'aces with he gospel. We. 

G~ · . J 
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therefore, recomer.d that a missionary be elected by 
the messengers present. and that the churches be 
urged to contribute sufficient funds to support him m 
the field. 

S. H. Clements. C. D. Wade. 
Committee. 

( VII) 

We, your Committee on Foreign Missions beg 

leave to report as follows: 
Havmg heard something of the great need in 

foreign fields we commend and urge the importance 
of increased efforts in this line. and that our pas ors 
preach at least one sermon on this. subject and in
form our Baptis t brotherhood on the work in foreign 
ftelds. and take collection for same. 

G. W. McCarroll, R. B. McLaughlin, 
Committee. 

( VIII> 

We. your Committee on Prohibition. beg leave 
to submit the following: ! 

Whereas. the practice of dram drinking is the 
grea est curse on earth. and by it more sorrow. more 
crime and more souls damned because of i s practice. 
Therefore we recomend that each church of Spring 
River Association use utmost means to put his one 
evil down. Further. we recomend that if one or 
more than one church have in its borders members 
who practice this evil and who will not reform. as 
Paul says. put him from among you: company not 
with such. 

W. A. Wa kins. James Goodwin. 
Committee. 



'I:' 

IX 

We. your Committee on Baptist literature. sub
mit he following report: 

We recognize the bible as the pure word of God. 
e recomend he prayerful reading nd study of the 

s me nd its being taught our chi ldren in Sunday 
School. We further recomend II b ptist literature 
h t conforms to the teachings of God's rd. 

Respec fully submitted, 
P. M. Christenberry. James Goodwin, 

J. M." Buster, Committee. 

(X) 
We. your Committee on Finance, submi. the fo~-

lowing: 
Received for minutes . . . • 
Collec ion taken for minu es 

t $15.20. 
1.67. 
1.16. 

10.75. 
State Miss1ons 
Orph ns' Home 

J. A. J stus, S. H. Clements 
J. M. Buster, Committee. 

(XI) 

We. your Commi~tee on Memorials of the Dead. 
beg leave to submit the following report in memory 
of the dead: 

We find 8 de ths in this Association. 
S. M. Prince, S. H. Clements. 

Committee. 

n 
·~~~-----------------------------------------~ . 



CH URCH 

Big Creek 
Centerville 
Corinth 
Clear Springs 
Clover Bend 
Fair View ..... . 

banon . 
Lone Oak. 
Mammoth Spring 
Mt. Zion ... . 
New Hope ........ . 
Portia ...... 
Peasant Grove ..... ... 
P leasant Hill 
Rings Cha pel 
Smithville .............. . 
Un ion ..... .. 
Walnut Grove 

. \ . 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
PASTOR 

J. L. Brown ..... ....... . 
G. W.;James .... ........ . 
J . D. Butler .. . ....... . 

G. B. Bora.h ... . .... . 
G. L. Ford .......... .. 

J . D. Butler ... . .. ... . 
F. C. Nee y ...... . . 
E am Hall .... : .......... . 
E. W. James . .. ....... . 
G. W. James ............ . 
J. T. J ones 
J . L. Brown .. .. .... .. 
G. W. James .......... . 
T . 8 Al:ison ...... . 

CLERK 

M. B.-Watkins ........ . 
J . W. C. Gardner ..... .. 
M- McGinness . 
J. K. Brown .... .... .. .. 
S. B. Bell ........ . .... . 
R. B. Me laugh in. . 
W. H. Croom 
W. A. Helm .............. . 
Belle Elder... ........ .. 
C. D. Wade ............. .. 
W. J . Field ............... .. 
Mrs. S. E. Thorn ...... .. 
Ray P ickett 
James Goodwin ........ . 
Claude Crigler .......... .. 
Mrs. Dora White 
J . R. Wilson 
J . R. Pope 

POST OFFICE 

Maxvil le. Ark. 
Centerville, Ark. 
Grange. Ark. 
Denton, Ark. 
Clover Bend, Ark. 
Imboden. Ark. 
Nelcon ville. Ark. 
Frisbee. Ark. 
Mammoth Spring. " 
Worrell. Ark. 
Denton, Ark. 
P ortia. Ark. 
Annieville, Ark. 
Lynn. Ark. 
Emery. Ark. 
Smithville. Ark. 
Jesup. Ark. 
Walnut Ridge Ark . 



SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTORY . 

v 7. 
p 2! ~ .a ~ ::1 

=:~o 2. :i 
CHURCH SUPERifoiTBNDANT I SECRETARY 

s:~...,. 

'3 v POST OFFICI!. . ,..::: G .... :II 'e. i ;:2 li" i: . 
_:J_ - -.... 

~ 

Fair View W. S. Ward Edna McCarroll .U .5o Imboden. A. k, 
Portia W. P. Mason . Myrtle Mason ' 4 68 10.00 Portia. ·Ark. 
Pleasant Hill W. F. Penn James Goodwin 70 6.00 Lynn. Ark. ~ 
Smithville C. D. Tibbels Mary White 4 Smithville. At k. 
Union 8. H. Wilson Lizzie Wilson 6165 S.oP Calamine. Ark. 
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