





—.,——

MINUTES.

Spring River Baptist Association convened in its twenty -
third annual sessjon with the First Baptist Churell at Black
Rpck, Lawrence County, Arkansas, on Saturday, September
20th, 1891, :

According to previous election, Elder G. 13, Borah pryached
the introductory sermon from Matthew 25-10. His th:'m\.( City
Missions, and wa< ably presented in the spirit of love.  The
body then took a recess until 1:30 o’clock p. m., when it was
called to order by the Moderator, Bro. W. G, PRickett, and wax
opened by reading the t2th chapter Romans and prayer by
Bro. R. B. Bellamy.

Letters from the various churches were r::ml and messen-
gers names earoiled,  See statisties.

The body then went into the election of offieers, which re-
sulted in the cholee of WL GL Pickett for Moderator and R. 3.
RBellamy for clerk.

On call, the Jollowing eorresponding messengers cam» for-
ward and aceepted seats with us, viz:  Eleven Points River,
W. J. Young; Rocky Bayou, Wilson Priee; State Line, Elder
E. T. Lincoln; Indepeadences, Elder Jas L. Brown.

On eall. the following visiting brethren veeepied seats with
us, viz:  Dr. B, G. Maynard, State Missionary, Little Rock;
Prof. .J. W. Conger, President of Quachita Baptist College;
Dr.J. T. Prior of Mountain Home, agent for the Mountain
Home Baptist College: Elder W. W. Buckner of Harrison, and
Elder J. J. McGuire. . .

On call for petitionary letters, the First Baptist Church at
Walnut Ridge presented her letter, was received and the Mo:d-
erator-extended her messengers the right hand of fellowship.

On motion, the rules were suspended to give the Modera-
tor further time to make his report of committees.  Oninotion,
the rules were further suspended and the Moderator was author-
Ized to appoint a special committee on state missions,
Elders W. P. Kime, (. B. Borah and Bro.T. J. Moore were
appointed on said committee.

On motion, the body adjouraed until So’clock p. m. Prayer.
" by Elder E. T. Lincoln.






MONDAY MORNING SESSION.

Pursuant to adjournment, the body was called together by
singing. The 23d Psalm was read by the Moderator; prayer
by Elder J. J. McGuire. The Moderator called the body to
order; the Clerk ealled the roll and noted absentees, and the .
minutes of Saturday’s proeelings were read and adgpted.
The Moderator announced the appointmment of the following
committees:

On Preaching -The messen rem of Black Rock church and Elder
(i. B. Borah and Bro. H. B. Farmer.

On Finance- Jesse Croom, W. S. Wasson and T. F. Buchanan.

On State of Churches - Eldee M. D. Eaat,J. T. French and J. D.
Haynes. )

On Destitution—S8. C. Teatn; W. A. Henry and J. L. Myres,

On Missions-—Elder M. D. Bowers, Hugh Spotts and Elder G. B.
Borah. vt
On Sabbatii Schools -T. J. Moore, W. I1. Vance and J. E. \Vilnon.

On Baptis: Literature - Elder 8. F. Holdford, M. P, Chrisenberry
and Ham B. Wayland.

On Edueation -Dr. N. It. Townsend, A. A. Andrus and Allen
Pearce. .

On Correspondenco—Elder R, P. Bain, AL C. ‘Prentice and . C.
Snow. .

On motion, the Committee on Finance was granted fur-
ther time to report.

The foliowing circular letter was read, adopted and or-
dered published in the drkansas Baptist:

PAYING PASTORA OF CHURCHES.

Ix it right for pastors, as such, to receive wages for thoir services?

t. They are commanded to give thomrseives wholly to the things
of the gospel. “Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to
them: that thy profiting may appear to all.”” -I Tim. §-15.

2. If the man is needed to preach the goapel, the whole man is
needed; all his talents, strength and time. It is not reasona that we
should leave the wordof God and serve tables.” -Acta6:2.  1low many
of our pastors are compelled to leave the word of God, in a measure,
and some almost wholly, because the church {ails to do her dutyl

3. They are to make no temperal preparation. *‘Provide neither
gold, nor silver, nor brass for your purses, nor scrip for your journcey
neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for tne workman is
worthy of his meat.” —Matt. 10:9, 10. How many of our pastors, iving
1a the present age of the world, would starve if they should obey this
injunction!

4. They are to live of the gospel. “Do yo not know that they
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which minister about holy things live (or feed, as noted in the mar-
gined references) of the thlngs of the temple? and they which wait at
the altar are partakers of the altar? Evon so hath the Lord ordained
that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.’”” 1 Cor.
9:11.  And yet, how greatly will some of us complain when asked to
assist in the support of th pastor; and, in our effort to excuse our
negligence, we wrest the scriptures by exclabiing, ¢Oh, salvation is
free!”

It is the duty of churches to pay their pastors?

1. We have covenanted to do wo. *Having been led, as we believe,
by the Spirit of GGod, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior,
and on profession of our faith, havingz been baptized in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy (ihost, we do now, in the
presence of God, angels, and this assembly, most volemnly and joyfully
enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ. We en-
gage, therefore, by the aid of the HoljxSpirit, ¢ * * * to contri-
bute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry.”’ - Church’
Covenant. .

2. We are commanded to do o, “*Let him that is taught in the
Word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.” Gal.
6:6. ‘“Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor,
capecially they who labor in the Word and doctrine. For the script-
ure saith, ‘Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.
And, ‘The laborer is worthy of hia hire.'” [ Tim. 5:17, 18,

3. How is this to he done? **Now concerning the collection for
siints, as I have given erom to the churches of (alatia, even so do
ye. Upoa the first day of the week letevery one of you lay by in store,
as (iod has pruspvrcdghim, that there be no gatherings when I come.”’
I Cor. 16:1, 2.

[u it possible that we, as Baptists and professed followers of the
Master shall withhold vur means while the Macedonian criea are so
numerous, and souly are perishing for want of the bread of lite, and
our pastors are longing to preach the glad tidings to them. May God
help us to arouse from our negligence in this respect and work while
it is day; for, **The night cometh when no man can work.’—John 9:4.

\ H. W. TOwNKEND.

i REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

On motion the following reports of the following commit-
tees were received, read, adopted and committees' discharged,
viz:

ON STATE OF CHURCHES.- We, your committeo on State of
Churches, submit the following: . *

We find that most all the churches have regular preaching and
there has been quite an Increase in the way of conversions.

2. And while this is the case, a rumber of our churches seem to
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‘be backward financially, failing to give to the cause as the Lord has
prospered them.

3. Now, in view of the fact that this Arsociation has about twen-
ty-two ordained ministers, we recommmend that each church in our
bounds endeavor to hecure the services of a pastor at once und carry
on the work thy Lord has assigned them. M. D. Easr, (‘Imlrmnq.

Ox DgsTITUTION. -We, your committee on Destitution, report
the following places destitute of Baptist preaching, namely:  Allea,
Swifton, Lindsy Switch, Clover Bend, Water Valley, Huffstutler's
Mill, Evenlog $Shade, Barker's Temple, Valley Chapel, Imboden, 'ow-
hatan, Old Jackson, Ravenlen, Portia, Scedgewick, Hoxie, Williword,
Richwood, Stranger's Home, A=noid's Sciiooi House and Center. We
recommend that steps be taken to supply those points,

° S. ¢ fEaT, Chairman.,

Ox Misstoxs,  Your committee on Misslons ask to make the fol-
lowing report:

1. We, seeing the great need of Domestic Missions, t-uﬁfc‘nlly
urge upon thls body to inangurate a plan to supply the destiiution
within the bounds o! this Association.

2. Wo urge upon this body to continnr to ea-operate with the
State Board in her grand and noble work.

3. That we fall in line with our brethren in the Foreign Mission
interest, 8o that the great com ..ission of our Master will be complied
with: “Teach all nations.” M. D. Bowgrs, Chairman.

Ox SUNDAY SciooLs.-~-We, your committee on Sunday Scholr
are unable to get much informatlon concerning the Sunday Schoos
work in the bounds of this Assoclation. We can obtain no statistien
as to number of schools and number of pupils and money expended,
etc.; 80 we are led to belleve that the Sunday School work ia at a low
obb. There seems to be a want of independence in thls great work
throughout the bounds of thls Association; thercfore, we recom:tend
-the following resolution bo adopted:

Resolved, That the pastors eudeavor to see that Baptist Sunday
Schools are organized in the bounds of thelr work, where as many s
fifteen puplls can be had; and also that Baptist literature be used.

W. ArNoLn, Chairman.

ON BAPTIST LITERATURE.—We, your committee on Baptis! Liter-
ature, recommend, 18t, the Holy Bible, which we regard as the great
fountain and source of all truth.

2. It is said to be t!w history of God. It tells what (od s and
what God has done and what (God will do. It sheds light in darkness;
gives food to the hungry soul, and carries joy to the heart of the child
of God, its companion.

3. We would' recommend as helpa to the study of the Bible the
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works of Pendleton Dayton, D. B. Ray, with other good works that
can be purchased cheap at the Baptist Book House, Little Rock, Ark.

4. Wo further recommend to our brethren our State paper and
the American Baptist. €@ B.F. HoLvFORD, Chairman.

ON CORRESPONDENCE.—Wo, y:,)ur committee on Correspondence,
would respectfully aubmit the following:

Whrreas, We find that we ns Baptists have an interest in com-
mon one with another, and as the interest of each is drawn out the
good of the whole i# most generally promoted; therefore, be it

Resolred, That we do correnpond with the following Associations:
Independence, White River Valley, Rocky Bayou, State Line, Eloven
PPoints River, Current River, Big Creek, White Riverand Mount Zion.

R. P. BaiN, Chairman.

ON Eptcation.  Your commitige on Education would reapect-
fuily submit the following: \ .

We rejoice that it is given to us to Dear an important part in the
Cliristian educational movements of this age. The tendency of the
times to o great degree has been to divoree Christianity and secular
instruction. Our de..omination has always taken a bold stand to coun-
t 'ract such tendency. Never before has there been such a deep inter-
cat in this educationai work. Especially do we noto with satisfaction
the prominence that I bein g glven to elective coursen in Bible studies
in our American Colieges. The time is not far off when the honors of
a {iberal education can be claimed by none who are ignora=t of the
Word of (iod. The Bibid is closely related to ail that is best in history,
litorature and clvilization. An American student should be a Bible
student. God will magnify 1lis Word in our Colleges. These reflec-
tions impress upon unme importance of not only the education of our
youth in general, but the necessity of ministerial education, for both
of which purposcs we recommend our own Colleges at Arkadel-hia
and Mountain {fome. It is a matter of congratulation that Arkansas
Baptists now have within their own State institutions worthy of their
support and that commenid themselves to their considerations. Let
us consccrate them with our prayers, our patronage and our money.
More commodious buiidings, more active co-opceration and organiza-
tion in thei} behalf is needed.  For our young ministers we also re-
commend t}c Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

: N. R. Tow~NseNp} Chairman,

Ox FiNaxcs. -Your committee on Finance would\ reapectfully
submit the following:

R-oce vod from the various churches for printing Minutea.. . 832 40
Balan:c on hand from last year . ... . . . . .. ... 616
Foreign Missions .. . . o . 29 8%
State Mlasions. . ... .. . ... o0 L L B 1 1)
Spring River Association Misalons .. ... 2588

JEssE CrooM, Chairman,
.
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The following resolutions were introduced and adopted,
viz:

Resolred, Tnat we heartily thank the brethren and friends of
Black Rock for their kind and friendly hospitality, and the Methodists
and Presbyterians for the use of their housca of worship while among
them. M. D. BOWERS.

Resolred, That we co-operate with the State Convention by rep-
resentation, M. D. Bowknrs.

A

Resolved, That each church in this Association take a collection
on College Day, sccond Sunday in October, und send the sume to A.
W. Files, treasurer, at Little Rock. B. F. HoLpbronrn,

Resolred, That this Arsociation authorize the Executive Board of
Associational Missiona of Spring River Baptist Association to co-op-
crate with the State Board in our Associational Mission work, and our
Missionary be her Missionary if cousiatent with the judgment of the
Board. ’ N. R. TOWNSEND.

Resolred, That we request each church to appoint an agent to
collect funds in their vicinitics and send or bring the amounts col-
lected to each meeting of the Executive Board.  N. R. TowNsEND.

Resolved, Tnat it shall be the duty of the Clerk to have 60) copies
of the minutes of the proceedings of this Association printed and dis-
tributed among the churches as per amount contributed by each
church, and that he be allowed 37 for his services. Hvan Srorra.

On motion, Elder B. F. Holdford was clected a delegate
and Elder M. D. Bowers alternate to represent this body in
our next State Convention.

On motion, the Association procecded to clect a place to
hold its next session, some one to preach the introductory
sermon and some one to write the circular letter. The elee-
tion resulted in Mount View church as the place of mecting,
Elder M. D. Bowers, with Elder R. P. Bain alternate, to preach
the sermon and R. B. Bellamy to write the letter.

The Moderator then appointed corresponding messengers
to the following Associations, viz:

Independence—Elders R. P. Bain, B. F. Holdford and Bros. C. J
Andrews, and M. P. Chrisenberry; White River Valley, Elders W, P
Kime, M. D. East and Bro. Jesse Croom; Rocky Bayou, Wm. Rane)
and Elders R. P. Bain, A. A. Andrus and R. B. Bellamy; State Line,
Elder M. D. Bowers and Bres. J. E. Wilson and J. D. Haynes; Eleven
Points Rlver, Elders W. P. Kime, W. Arnold and G. B. Borah; Big
Creek, E. 0. Wolt,Eli Hufftiran and Elder M. D. East; Mount Zlor.,
Elders (i. B. Borah; W. Arnold, M. D. Bowers and Dr. N. R. Townsend.

.
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_ Names and postottices of the Executive Missionary Board
of this Associatiog:

Elder G, B. Borah, Chairman . .. .Smithville, Ark.

#Dr. N. &. Townsend, Secretary and 'I‘n-usurur Black Rock, *¢

Elder M. D. Bowers . . L L . ... Ilmboden, *

Jesne Croom. . e . . .Strawberry, ¢

H. W. Townsend . .. ... L .Smithville, *

T. J. Moore . . .. S S . s €

E. Byron \ndrv\u . . . . Ravenden, ¢

CLERK'S REPORT, 1. -
To amount received from Committee on Finance ... M30 95
By amount paid for printing and distributing Minutes,
« including postage. . . ECIER

By Clerk's fees . S . L 600 2w

Balance on hand . . . . . 56 13

ll W. TOWSNHEND.
NouTk. The rermons preached during the Association by Elders
G. B. Borah, J. 'T. Privr, J. I£ Brown, B. F. lHoldford and M. D.-Bow-
ery were excellent, anmd it §s hoped will bear much fruit to the glory
of God. CLERK.
On motion, the bud?: adjourned to meet with Mount View
church, Sharp county, Ark., on Saturday before the fourth
Sunday in Sceptember, 1892, Prayer by Elder J. T. Prior.
R, B. BELLAMY, W. G. PICKETT,
" Clerk. Moderator.
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