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Spring River Baptist Association convened in
its Eighteenth Annual Session with Shiloh Charch,
Randolph County, Arkansas, on Saturday, the 25th
day of Septembver, A, D. 1886, ¢

According to previous election of last session,
Elder R. P. Bain preached the irfirodu@ry sermon,
¢ based upon a part of the sixty-third verse of sixth
. chapter of John: “Itis the Spirit that quickeneth;
| the flesh profiteth nothing:” And in the absence of
Elder R. J. Penn, the alwmate, Elder M. D. Bowers
served as alternate.

The Association then took a recess for an hour, and
partook of a sumptuous repast that the brethren and
friends had prepared fprthe nourishment of the body,
after which the Assdciation re-assembled in the
meeting house. Singing and prayer by Elder R. B.
Bellamy.

The Association was called to order by the moder-
ator, Elder M. D. Bowers.

The moderator proceeded to call the names of
churches and letters presented and read by Elders R.
B. Bellamy and P. M. Pierce, and messengers names
enrolled. [See statistics.]

On motion of Bro.J. A. Wilson the association
proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing
associational year, Elder P. M. Pierce appointed tel- -




ler. The election rcsul;cd in the choice of Elder G.
B. Borah moderator, dnd Hugh Spotts clerk and
treasurer.

The moderator and clerk elect made =ome appro-

priate remarks for the honor conferred, and the asso-

ciation proceeded with business, as follows:

1. Called for corresponding messengers from sister
associations, when Elder E. 'I'. Lincoln came forward
bearing a minute from State Line Association, and
was welcomed to and accepted a seat with us.

2. Visiting brethren invited to seats with us.

3. Called for petitionary letters, when Mt. Olive,
Liberty and Flat Woods churches presented letters,
which were read, received, and thereupon the Modera-
tor extended to the messengers the right hand of fel-

lowship, welcoming them to the full immunities of
the body. ‘

4. The Moderator proceeded to the appointment
of committees, to-wit:

1. Ox Preacuixe—>Messengers of Shiloh Lhun-h
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2. Ox Fixaxce—D. C, Lee, William Webb and |

Francis Hester.

3. ON StaTe oF THE Cunurcnkgs—John Webl, M.
D. East and W.T. Townsly.

4. Ox Destiturion—J. W, chker, J. A. Wilson
and H. S. Miller.

5. O~ Missions—R. B. Brain, J. I. Sparks and :

John Webb.

6. O~ Suxpay bcuoou;—Jolm l’cnn. B. E. An-
drews and T. L. Hindman.

7. Ox Cornesroxpexce—Allen Weaver, R. H.
Coats und R. M. Pierce.

8. ON Barrist Literature—M. D. Bowers, R. B.
Bellamy and Hugh Spotts.
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9. O~ Evvcarion—R. P. Bain, W.  A. Hughes
and C..J. Andrews, ;

Committee on preaching reported Elds. M. D. East
aml J. W. Wicker to preach to-night.

Elder R. 3. Bellamy proceeded to read the circular
letter as per election of last sessionf as follows:

THE ONE FAITIL.

There is one faith.—Eph. 4: 5. The one faith is

. the faith of the gospel—Phil. 1:17. This is the faith

which was once delivered to the saints—Jude 3. By
vxercising faith, or believing, confiding or trusting
in Christ, we have the promise of everlasting or
eternal life—John 3: 16, 36 5 5: 24. By bglicvinxz in

- through his name whoYoever believeth in him shall re-
- ceive remission of sind”—Acts 10: 43, We are justi-

Christ we have the pr:Yniscuf remission of sins, “That

fied by faith—Rom. 5:1; Aects 13: 39 ; Rom. 23 28,
“We are saved by gmiace through faith”"—Eph. 2: 8, 18;
Rom. 10: 9.; Acts 16: 30.  Faith is produced by. the
Gospel.  So, then, faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God”—Rom. 10: 17.  Faith is

also a frait of the spirit, but the “Frait of the spirit is

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith™—Gal. 5: 22, “And without faith it is impossi-

 ble to please God”—Heb. 11: 6. “The just shall

live by faith”—Rom. 1: 17,

Yours in the One llopc.
R. B. BELLAMY

On motion of 12, M. Pierce the letter was received
and adopted.

On motion the association adjourned to meet Mon-
day at 8 o’clock A. M*

Prayer by Elder P. M. Pierce.
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MONDAY’'S PROCEEDINGS.

The association met pursnant to adjournment.
Prayer by Elder G. B Borah.
The association was called to order by the moderator

~and the hody declared in session.

1. The clerk called the roll of messengers’ names

-and noted absentees.

2. Minuates of Saturday’s proceedings read and ap-
proved, by amending, so as to read: In the absence of

Eld. R. J. Penn, alternate, to preach the mtroductor)
sermon, Eld. M. D. Bowers served.

3. Called for correspondence from sister associa-
tions. .

4. Visiting Brethren invited to seats with us.

5. Called for petitionary letters, when Strangers
Home messenger,-O. C. Meacham, stated that the

" chureh had a petition for membership, but that the

church had failed to send the letter.

On motion, the association reccived the church and
welcomed the messenger to a seat with us, upon condi-
tion that the church send the letter to the clerk.

Cross Roads church presented a letter, which was

read and enrolled.

Called for report of committees.
The committee on finance made report as follows,

- which was received, adopted and committee dis- |
\ charged :

+ ———- At — . = =y >

We, your committee on finance, report amount on
hand for printing minutes, 825,70,
Respectfully Submitted,
D. C. LEE, Chairman.
The Committee on state of churches made report,
which was received, adopted and committee discharg-
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We, your.committee on state of churches, beg leave
to report the following: The churches so for as we
are able to assertain are in good condition, and all ot
them have regular monthly pastoral services, and
some of them have enjoyed réfreshing seasons of re-
vivals of religion ; we, also, advise that the preachers
and laity take hold of the work with more r:c\.\nnd
push with enthusiasm the great cause of our Master.

M. D. EAST, Chairman,

The committee on desmullon ‘made a report, which

- was received, adopted and commnwc discharged.

We, your committee on destitution, beg leave to
make the following report: We find there is some
destitution in the bounds of the Association on
Elevenpoint and Spring Rivers, and in parts east of
Black River. We recommend that this body take steps
to supply or work up this degitutigs# immediately
with Baptist or Gospel preachirg.

J. W. WICKER, Chairman.

The committee on Missions made report, which was
received, adopted and committee discharged.

Committee on missions report that according
to the scriptures of divine truth, which is our
only guide, that we are successors to Christ and the |
Apostles, Christ firsg having instituted the plan, it
being practiced by the Apostles, it now becomes our
duty by our means to supvort thé mission canse. After
seeing the sweet benefits derived from our work, let
us open our hearts in the direction of the mission
cause this year, for blessed are they that do His com- |
mandments. Then let us do our duty and receive the |
blessing, is the prayer of your committee.

JOHN WEBB, Chairman. |

The commmittee on Sunday schools made report,
which was received, adopted and committe discharged.

We, committee on Sunday schools,‘- beg leave to




———— - —

report as follows: From the best information we can
obtain we find that the Sunday School cause through-
out the limits of the association is advancing to some
extent, but not enough, we think, to justify this great

| CAuse,
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We find that most of the churches where a Sunday
school does exist, that it is only kept up about three
months in the year, in consequence of which we recom-
mend that each church in this association enconrage
a more zealous work in Sunday schools, also that the
preachers lecture their churches to that effect.

) J. C. PENN. Chaifman.

Committee on correspondence made report, which
was received, adopted and committee discharged.

We beg leave to report: We recommend that this
body coptinue correspondence with  Independence,
State Line, Rocky !hy'ou and White River Valley as-
xociations by sending messengers with letters or min-
utes, also that we open up a correspondence with Car-
rent. River association.

; ALLEN WEAVER. Chairman.

The committee on Baptist literature made report,
which was received, adopted and committee  dis-
charged:

We, your committee on Baptist literature, make
the following report:. We recommend the works of
D. B. Ray, J. R. Graves, A. C. Dayton and J. M.
Penelton, with the following named papers: Arkansas
Evangel, Amezican Baptist Flag, Tennessee Baptist,
Western Recorder and Baptist Gleaner.

Respectfully submitted,
M. D. BOWERS, Chairman.

The committee on educatior made report which
was received, adopted and committee discharged:
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We, the committec on education, reportas follows :
‘We earnestly reccommefid the patronage of the public

. school system, and futher request that the brother-

hood use their best efforts for the better advancement
of our son< and danghters in a pure an§ wholesome
literature and earnestly request the co-operation of
the association in assisting our young ministers in
procuring a thorough education, if possible, which
will better enable them to contend against the isms of
the day, and show themselves workmen that neeleth

not be ashamed.
C..J. ANDREWS, Chairman.

Missionary board made report as follows, which
was received and adopted:
To amount received, - - - . %108,85
Amount paid Msssionaries, - - - 108,85

On motion M. D. Bowers, the proposed change made
at last session of Article IX of the constitution, was
taken np and after some discussion pro and con, on
motion of J. A Wilson, the moderator called for

~ a rising vote which showed’the change was roj('\uﬁl;“
| t

i
i

The Association took recess to participate in
funeral services of sister Pratt, wife of Bro. Preston
Pratt, and after a most excellent and sounl-animating
talk by Elder M. D. Bowers and prayer by Elder J.
" W. Wicker, the body of the beloved sister was con-
signed to the narrow limits of the tomb.

On motion, the association adjourned nntil Tuesday
morning 8 o'clock. .
Prayer by Elder R. B. Bellamy. ¢

f
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TUESDAY'’S PROCEEDINGS.

’ The association met pursuant to adjourninent ;

Tucsday 8 o'clock a. m.

Prayer by Elder R. P. Bain.

The moderator called the association to order, and
declared the body in session.

1. The Clerk called the roll of mcasengers’ names |

and marked absentees.
. 2. Minutes of Monday's procecdmgn read and
approved.

Called for resolutious.

On motion, the following resolutlon was received
and adopted -

Resolved, That we reccommend that each church
keep an account of the amount they pay their pastors

the cnsuing assosciational year, and report the same |

in their lcttem to our next association.
JOHN A. WILSON.

On motion, the following was received and

adopted.

Wihereas, We ﬁml that there is great destitution in
some parts of this asociation; and whereas, we believe
it to be the duty of the church of Jesus Christ to send
the Gospel to every creature—

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take
collection and subscriptions for missions and report
rogress. '
P J. W. WICKER.
The moderator appointed as such committee, Breth-

ren F. Hester and T. L. Hindman, who reported $31,55
in collections and subscriptions for mlwo\n purposes.
On motion, the following was received and adopted:
Resolved, That there be a missionary board appoint-
ed, whose duty it shall be to take charge of the
mission work, employ one or more missionaries, provi-
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- ded they can raise sufficient funds to justifv such a .
, move.

' R. B. BELLAMY :
The Moderator appointed as missionary boaxd, -
v

Brethren Wilson, Price, Bethel, Presley,
Moore, Edward Gazey and W. G. Pickett.
On motion, the following was received and adopted:
Resoleed, That we as abod) recommend who we
desire to serve us as missionazry or missionaries dur-
. ing the ensuing associational year.
R. B." BELLAMY,

On motion, Elders J. W. Wicker gnd R. B. Bellamy |

was recommended as our missionaries for the ensuing
| associational year.
' On motion, the following was rcz‘eived and adopted:
Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the clerk of
this association to have 400 copies of the minutes of
the proceedings, embracing the constitution and the
amendment making the clerk treasurer; also, the rules
of decorum printed and distributed to the churches
as per amount paid by each church, and that the clerk
be allowed six dollam}or his labor.

R. B. BELLAMY.
On motion, the following was received and adopted:
Resolved, That we extend to the members of Shiloh
church and the people generally our heartfelt thanks
for their kind hospitality while among them.
: R. B. BELLAMY.
On motion, the following was received and adopted:
Resolved, That we do not think it right to practice
pulpit affiliation with ministers of other denomina-
tions.
G. B. BORAH.
PREACHING.
"Elders M. D. East and J. W. Wicker, Saturday
evening—Text, Isa. 34:22. Elders R. B. Bellamy
and G. B. Borah, Sunday at cleven o’clock—Text

|
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Rev: 22: 14, At 2 o'clock p. m,, Elders R. P. Bain

Cand M. D. Bowers—Text, Psalm 61: 2, Suanday

]
1

night, Elders W. A, Hughes and H. B. Wayland—

' Text, John #: 16; Monday night, Elders R. B. Bella-

)

" 10 clect a place to hold the next session of this body,

my and M. D. East—Text—; Elder G. B. Borah at
Sister Moore’s—"Text, Jno. 10: 28, 20,

On motion of Thomas Bray, the association refused
to investigate the troubles between the excluded mem-
bers and Plesant Grove charch No. 2

On motion of M. D. East, the Association proceeded

some one to preach the introductory sermon, and
some one to write the circular letter. The election

- resulted in the choice of Cross Roads Church, the

place of meeting ; Elder H. B.:Wayland, with- Elder
S. A. Armstrong, alternate, to preach the introductory
sermon, and Elder M. D. East to write' the circalar
letter.

The Mod. called for volunteer messengers to sister
associations.

The following brethren volunteered: Rocky Bayou
—F. Hester and R. B. Bellamy; State Line—\W. H.
Rick, A. Weaverand J. T. Clements; White River
Valley—Thomas Bray, J. A. Wilson and R. P. Baid;
Current River—M. D. Bowers, W. A. Hughes and
J. 8. Todd; Independence—Thos.Bray, R. B. Bellamy.

On motifh of J. T. Sparks, the assoc’ation adjourned
to meet at 11 o’clock a. m., Saturday before the fourth
Sunday in September, A. D. 1887, with Cross Roads
Church, 8 miles west of Walnut Ridge, Lawrence
County, Arkansas.

Prayer by Elder J. W. Wicker. While -.mgmg the
Messengers took the parting hand.

Benediction by the Moderator.

G. B. BORAH, Moderator,
Huau Srorrs, Clerk.




CONSTITUTION.

We, the Messengers of Baptist Churches of Christ, in conven-

this Constitetion for this union to he ealled Sewiza Riven

BAPFTIST ASSOCIATION .

1. The Association shall be composed of Messengers
chiosen by the Churches of the union and aceredited by letter,
and each Church shall be entitled to three Messengers,

2. The officers of this Association shall be w Moderator
and Clerk, whose duties shall be defined in rules of decorum.

3. The letters of the Churches shall express the number
in fellowship, received by baptisin, by letter, restored, dis-
missed by letter, excluded, and dead, durifig the associational
year : the name of the pastor, postoflice, and the amount
contributed and the object of the donafon : und in no ease
shall the Association uppropriate moned for any purpose hut
that designed by the donor.

4. The Association shall have no ceelesiastical authority
over the Churches, bat may give connsel and answer querries
when requested.

5. Churches may be admitted into this union on petition-
ary letters, if segiptural in constitution, faith and practice,

6. This Association may withdraw from any, Church in
this union for unchristianyeonduct.

7. Every question shafl be decided by a majority vote,
except on the reception offmembers into this union, which
must be unanimous,

8. ° A minute of the proceedings of the Association shall
be recorded @ and, if the Churchies furnish the means, printed,

9.  The Association shall hold a session annually, with one
of the Churches of the union on Saturday before the 4th
Sunday in September of ecach year.

10.  This Constitution may be amended by proposal made
in writing and entered of record at one session. and, if a
majority vote for such amendment, it shall become part of
thisx Constitution. :
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