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MINUTES. 

STATE'OF ARKANSAS, .} 
COUNTY QF PoLK, 

• 

We, the Dig Fork United Haptist Association, met with Board 
Camp church, in Polk county, ArkaDSa.!f, Saturday beiorc the ftrst Sab· 
bath in September, A. D. 1891, according to adjournment. The lntro- ... 
c.Juctory sermon was .Preached by Eld. J. E. Long, from the 25th 
chaptef and the 1st to 11th verses of Matthew, at 11 o'clock a.m., and 
Uro. A. A. Uatcs cpncluded. !\Iter a short intermission waa given 
for refreshment the! A .. sociation·was called to order by the moderator, 
anc.J after prayer by Eld. G. C. Starks the lett~rs from the different 
churches that compose this budy was called for, and the moderator a.,. 
pointed Uros. G. C. Starks and S. M. Kemp to read the letl4:rs. and 
the clerk of this body to enroll the names ol the delegates of the drf· 
ferc:nt churches. Petitionary lettc."rs were! .:ailed for and none recciY• 
·ec.J. 1he t\.qsociation then proc~cdcd to organize by electing Bro.]. 
E. Long n1oderator for the ensuing year. and James M. H:lton clerk. 
On mouon the moderator.elect·appointcd ~e following comallttecs:. 
On preaching, UroH. james Standridic, Z. A. Hilton and N. A. Wil­
cox. [Sec appendix A.] On obituary, llros. William Lawrcoce, A. 
A. &tc.<s and James Wilcox. (Sec appendix 8.] On finance, Bros. 
S. lt. Kemp, J. C. l'ullcn and j. C. Dollar. (See appendix C.] On 
:arr;Lngement.q, llro~. J. H. Riddle, G. C. Starks, J. W. Guilt, A. A. 
H.ucs and A.]. Strickland. [See appendix D.] On ll)otion this body 
appointed Eld. G. C. Starks to preach' a doctrinal sermon, on Sunday 
at 11 o'clock, from the a6th chapter an.t 18th \'ersc oC Matthew. On 
'motion this Association adjourned t•ntil 9 o'clock Monday moroinc. 
l'rayer by EIJ. William Lawrence. Monday morning the Auocia­
tfbp met according to adjournmcn~ and after praY,er by the modera­
tor the roll of dulegatcs was called; On. ~notion the reading of the 
minutes of Saturdav was called for, which war. r,..ad, amended, and 
adqptc:d. · On motlt•n Urt>!l. J .·D. Dilbeck' and W. B. Burkhart was an­
scrtcd as ddeJr .. t~s from Uig Fork chun:h · to fi~e wcanc:y of Bros. 
1. \V. Dilbcc$ anc.J Anderson La\\·ren'!t>, who wcnt',omc on account 
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of !\ickness i~ their fttmilic;s; a.1d Bro R. G. Brown from l..iberfy, church 
to fill the place of Hro. J. L. Welter. Oa motion the rules of deco· 
rum tt.nd article~ o( faith of this body was re.td by the clerk. On mo­
tion the commihee ~n finance was ~r.t•lted time to make !JUt their re· 
port. The report was pre!:tc:nted and received by the: body The re­
port of the com~ittce on obituary was called for which w.ts re.1d and 
adopted. Tile 'report of the cnmniittee on preaching was called tor 
which w;u read ;md adopted. The report of the committee on arrange· 
ments was call~d for w!licn was read and adopted by amc:ndin~ article 
9. of the rules of decorum IJy striki~g uut the words, !lh.&ll ri~e 'to their 
1eet, and IR!l.:rt the words, the moJc:r.1tor m 'Y take the: vote: any \vay 
he m 'Y think proper. On motion of this body that the: clerk bf this 

. body take: the maRC)' and have: as m uty c"pie:~ of the minut;:s printed 
as he: thinks proper, and distribute the 'lme tu the se\·eral churches. 
9n 111oti"n of the body, tnat Hro G. C_:))talk:i writ-: <tn .essar on the 
ci•Jty of the churche~ to the support 'or the ministry •• md present to 
the next meeting of this body~ On motion. resolved, that we: extend 
our th:mks tn the brc:thrcn and sisters and friends of this vicinity for 
their kind hospitality shown us during this scs:li•>n. Oal motion 
the· tramutes of this body was read and adopted . 

. APPEXOIX. 

A.-We, your cu;nmittee on ?reaching beg leave to m.tke, thi~. 
report: Th.lt Eld. J. 1-:. L?ng pr,.ach at the church houAC, Satur­

a!·' night at early c:tndle light, and Eld. A. A. B.ttes, his alternate, 
and Eld. J. E. Long tc> preach nt 3 Q'clock. on Sunday, and. Eld. A. 
A; H.ttes at early c.-.ndlc light, Sund.ty night, and ~ld. G. C. Starks to 
J•readt Monday at 1 1 o'cluck, a. m. Z. ·A. H 1 LTos, Chairman. 

B.-\Ve, y9ur committc:c on <~bituary, beg le;wc to mllke Jhis. 
our report: Ur~thren, we find (r.,m r.:ading ofthe letters from th dif­
fc:renl churche~ to thi!t body, that it pleased God to call from us our 
beloved brother, Abe Walker, who was a wot'thy deacon ol Chrystal . 
Hill charr.h. and brother Thom.as Singleton, 'who was a worthy mem­
ber of che same church. <and brotht.r \Villiam Hiller, anc! ~istc:r Caro· 
line Barker. who were both worthy members of Liberty church. arJ4 
sister Sarah Edwards. who was a worthy memb,·r of Big Fork churcfJ, 
Brethren this reminds U'l that it is appointed ·anto man once to die. 
and after this the judgement. Urethren, pr.ty (or the: berc:avc:d rela­
tions and friends, that God wtll bless and save thein. 

jA~ws K. \VJLcox, ·Chairm:1n. 
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C.-We, your committee on ftnance, b~ leave to make this our 
report: W c find from the letters sent up,' the amount of $1~.00. 

Re•pectfuUy su~mitted, S. M. Kaur, Chairman. 
D.-We, )'\JUr committee on arrangements, beg leave to make 

this, our report: The time and place of holding the next AssoclatiOil 
will be with Brushy Cree~ church, Mont&omery county, Arkanau, 
Eld. A. A. Bates tu preach the i~troductory sermon, and Bro. G. l.. 
St.uks to be hit alternate. We., Invite other associations to corre•· 
pond with us.' · Will we make any change in the Rules of Decorum 1 
We will change Article 9 so as to read: 11Wben auy question is 
taken up, after allowing time for debate, t~ moderatur take the vote 
in any way he may think br:s:. 

On motion, this Association adjourned to meet with Bruahy 
Creek church, Montgomery county, Arkansas, on Saturday betore 
the ~«:cond Sabbath in September, 1 f192. • 

After prayer by G. C. Starks, the parting hymn was sung and the 
righl hanJ of fell.>wship given. 

j. E. LONG, Moderator. 
J .utl!'s M. Ill L ToN, Clerk, . 

.. 
-----·---e• 

FORM OF LETTERS 1"0 THE ASSOCIATION • . 
We, the United Baptist C~urch of Chri~t at , send 

greethag to the Big Fork Association, which is to convene with 
---church, ~ommr:ncin~t Saturday before the first Sabbath 
in September, t8·-: 

Wt! send as dcleiates to repr~sent us in your body our beloved 
Brothers (here give their names) -. --. (Here state Ule 
condition of the churcb). Our statistics are as follows: 

. Name of Church. Name of County. No. Babtized. No. Re~ 
ceived by Letter. No. Resto:ed. No. Di11111iased by Letter. No. 
Excluded. No. Dled. Total Number in Fellowship. Contributions. 
Sabbath meeting. Name of PGstoffice. Name of Ordained minis-
ters. Name of Licentiates. · 

Done by order of the Church, in ~onference, this the - day· 
of-, 18-

Cluk. 
\ 
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BIG FOHK AS~OCIATION OF UNITED BAPTISTS. 
---------

A tide 1. This union of Churches shall be known and distin· 
guished by thu name and title of the llig 1-'ork United Haptist Asso. 
ciation. • 

Art. 2. This Association shall be C\Jmposed of Dc.legates from 
churches in unhm. Each church shall be entitlrd to three dele­
gatt-s, \Vho shc1ll be required to furnish satisfactory evidence of their 
appointment by their chur.:lies before taking their se~ts. 

Art. l· The delegate:~, when convened, §ball organize themselves 
into a deliberative bod)• by the ilppointmc:nt of a Mo .. lerator and 
Clerk, "·ho sh;~ll he chosen by ballot at each Annual Assoctation, and 
continue in office unltl thc:ir t uccessors arc chosen . . 

· 1\rt. 4· This Association "shall not intcrf~re with the rights of the 
churches of which it is composed. It shall rer:o1rd tht:m as indepen­
dent la•1dics in all matters ol. internal ~OV<"mment, and shall only a~t 
as an "dvisin~ council, as.o;a•ming no authority c'crpt "'h:&t is c:xprcl\Siy 
dd~g:atcd to it uy the churches, ''r evidently implys by the very 
nature :or cunap:act. It, nevertheless, claims authority over iL<i mem­
bers autl the de~cg;ah:s from the churches, and in justice and ·pr~pricty 
must have 'power to wilhdr.1w from and disown all churches which 
dep~Jrtr from lite princi1Jie ul the cum pact by becoming hctc:ro~x in 
f&aith or disorderly in practice. It :lhould, thc:refnre, r._gar•l all cl~rdtes 
unitcd. under this Constitution with a vigilant eye for good. Its 
husinc:s.11 sh.tll be to declare and promote the dc:clarath·c: glory ol 
liud, b)' estc:ndit~g the Kingtlonl of Gr:•ce on c:art!l, though the 
tnetliuln ;nf pre:u:hi'l~ th\! GuSJ)';I: to ... ~ultivatc union and fellowship 
with all· 1 he -c:h•Jrches of· Chri~t. especially with those united under 
.this Constitution. 

1\rt. S· Newly c·•nstituted churche:;, or churr.he:1 dismi:«scd lrom 
c..thc:r I' S!oociations of the same! i tith a11d urder, may be admhtc:d into 
thi~ unioa on their sending up three deleg;\tcs to the annual meetir.g 
of tlti~ Association, wath a petition fdr allmiso;ion, •aitd by their dele· 

.l!;ttf:S ngrceing to th~ abstr.lct of priuciph:s hcrcwith published. 
· Art. 6. The churches in tlti~ u'"\inn "h.all tr.ansmit tu ~\·cry 

;annu:&;l ~es.;i<'tt uf the Assodatiun a wriu,ea C•l•n:nu.m:.a:ion, S(~c:cifyu•g 
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the names of their delegates, their number In fuU feUowahip, number 
baptized, received or excommunicated, restored or d~mlaed 1ince 
the ~t 1esaion, and aU \lther Information which the Church may 
deem Important. which '¥iU be read od minuted •ccordinrJy. 

Art. 7· Tbe Auociatlon ahall have a fund, supplied by eontri­
tion of the Churches, and all money thus contributed shall bC' trau­
mitted from the Churches, and paid over ~roup the Committ4c on 
Finance to the Treasurer, who lhaU be elected by ballot, and hold 
his office duriag the pleasure f)f the Auociation, and manage the 
funds agreeably. He _shall return to the order of the Aaociation, 
and present annually for insertion in the Minute~, a clear &tid ausciact 
statement of all the receipts and expenditures. " 

Art. 8. This AAoc:iation shaD fumish the Churches the Minutes 
of every session. _ 

Art. 9· This Association shall take cognizance of ao query sent 
up from the Churches uniQSS they have endeavored to solve the ume 
and have failed; nor o( any difficulty between church~• unleu they 
have pursued the dictations of the the 19th chapter of Matthe_.,pd 
have not' been able to settle them. Thea this ~tioa shalJ take 
such matters into considerald'on, and act upon them at its diJcrodon. 

Art. 10. It shall be the duty of the l:lerk or this Auociation to 
k~p a rqular file ot the printed Minutes of this body, and deliver 
over tlte same to ·his succeuor in office. 

Art. II. This Constitution may be altered or amended at reau· 
lar mt'etings of the Association by the ~oncuf!lar voice or two-thirds 
of the membcn present; provided such alterations or amendmea~ be 
approved by the churches of the Association. 

• Art. 12. There are tO be no Sunday collections taken up ia 
this Association, nor men appointed to preach what are kaowo u 
mi:.siooary sermons, but lo choose their own subjects. . 

RULES OF DECORUM. 
1. The Association ahall be opened an~osed by prayer. 

_ .l 2. The MqderatOr and Oerk sball be cho~ by the sufl'rage of 
~ memben present. , 

3· The Moderato( shall be considered a judge o( .. er. and 
shall have the .fight to call to order at any time. · • 



-6-

4• 'A member not ~atisfieJ with his decillions may appeal to the· 
Assoc~tion on the same day, but not thereafter. , 

S· , Hut 0 ne mc:mt.er shall ~peak at a time, who shiLl rise to hill 
' feet, addres:~ the: Moderator, obtain permission, and then prtfced to 
speak. · 

6. The Moderator, when addressed by a member for permisJion 
tq s~ak, , shall signify the same by naming the person, .or otherwise. 

1· No member shall be• interrupted. while speaking u.nlcss he 
departs lrom the: subje:t or is guilty of personal reflection. Every 
motion ,made.and seconded shall come under the con:~ideration of the 
Association, unless with:lrawn by him that made it. 

8. Every case taken up by this Association shiall be decided or 
withdrawn beiore acother i~ approved. . 

9· When any que~tion is taken up, after allowin~ time for 
debate, the Modc:rator may take the voice of the Association on all 
subjects in any way he may think best. . 

19- Any member wishing to rdire shall obtain JJennission or 
the Modera,or. 

11. No member · shall sp~ak more than twice on the same 
subject without permission of the Association, nor more than once 
until e\•ery . member wbhing to speak shall have spoken; nor shall 
any proposition be made to close the subject until the debate is carried 
through. . 

12. The appt:llation "Brother" shall be .used in the Assqciation 
by membei s in their address t~ each other. ' ..) • . 

, , . 13.. "{he names I)( the members shall• be clled as often as the 
As.c;ociataon shall direct. 

14- No member shall be tolerated in any practice which teads to 
in\errupt public speech. ; . ' 

IS· ":fhc lloderat~r ~hall be entitled to the same pri\'ilegc or 
spee~h as any member, provided he appoint another to fill his seat 
durigg tha~ time, but shall nt•t be entitled to vote unless the Associa­
tiQn ,be- evenly divided, whea•, he may cast the .deciding \'Ole • 

. 16. Any member violating thc:se rulc.s naay .be reproved by the 
Moderator at his discretion, but onlr on the day the breach shall be 
committed. 
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ARTICLES OF OHRISTIAN FAITH. 
Article 1. We ~lieve in o~ly one true and living God, aad that " 

lu•re is a Trinity of persons in the Godhead-the Father, Son and 
-luly Ghor.t-and th~t lh9C three an: one. 

A:rt- 2. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Tem­
ncnts are the Wor~ of God, aand lhe only rule or faith and p~ce. 

Art. 3· We believe in the fall of Adam, and that the depravity 
,I his fallen nature was entailed upon his postc:rity, and in the impo­
.c:nc.y of man to recover himself by his own free •ill or ability. 

Art. 4· We believe ID J!lection through ~~a~~ctification or the 
'Pirit and belief of the truth. 

Art. S· We believe in the final resurrection or the Saints, and 
.hat they will never finally fall away and be lost. 

Art. 6. V/e believe that sinn~rs are justified In the siabt of God 
>Y the righteousness "f Christ imputed boto them, and that it pleued 
:;od, by the: tuolashness of preaching, to save them" that believed. 

Art. 1· We believe tbat good W'trks are fruits of laitb,and follow 
Lfter justification, and are evidences of our own gracious state. 

Art 8. We believe the visible Church of Christ .is a congregation 
>f faithful persorut, baptized, who have gained Christian fellows~p 
.vith each other, and give unto the Lord and one another, and have 
tgreed to keep up a Godly discipline:, agreeably to the rules of the 
:iospeL 
I Art. 9· We believe there will be a resurrection or the dead aad a 
:c:neral judgment. and that the happiness of the righteous uid the 

1 

>uPiabment or the wicked will be never ending. · • __ • 
· Ar.t. 10. We beli-:ve that Jesus Christ is.the great Head of the. 
:hurch and the: only Law-Giver, and tlie discipline Is with the body, 
md should be faatbtully kept ''P for the clory ~od. and the pros-
~ritY 'of His peo.P,le. . . 

\Art. 1 1. We beli~ve t~t baptism by immersl is the apostolic 
node, and true believers the only fit JIUbjects thereof. · • 

Art. 12. We believe that the Lord's Supper is :tn OrdlnaDce of 
:he Church, and should be continued until Clui.t•s second comine • . 
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-----,------ ------ ---------'--1-·"i--1-'1--fl- ... ) 
Antioch, !Scott 

1 
lntansett, !J. H. ReddiU,J. W. Guilt. 3. • 22 .1.sc 1 1 J. & Loac. :C. C.~ 

Board Camp, Polk, !Board Camp, iS. M. Kemp,Z. A. Hilton,Jno. 
. G. Ellisson. 1 a 2 I 2 36 1.~0 I A. A. Bates · ~· ¥. HUtoa. 

Hi~ Fork,· .. 

C~ta{Hm. 
Liberty, 

!Polk, iEgger, IWm. Lawrence, J. W. DiUbeck, ~..G~ 
I 1 • W. B. Burkh:ut. 14 2 ' 1 19 •~ 4 2 Wml.awreacc~· W:llliilir 
1Montgvmcr)•, Waters, !A •. A. Hates, .James D. Willhite. 2 1 2 2 34 1.00 4 1 1 A. A. Bates A. A. Bat.a. 
!Polk 1Egger, IJames K. Wa'ilcox,R. G. Brown, 
! 1 f. N. A. \\'illcox. I I 2 23 1.15 2 A. A. Bates il_. X. Wdc:ox. 

Union GrovC', Scott, lUolc:s, :]. E. Long, J. F. Rutlidge. ' l 2 .J .. S 16 2.00 4 1 1 S. B. Redwiae E. Beaacump 
Sulpher Spri~g. Montgomery, Big Fork, \W.M. Edwards. ]:Standridge. 4 6 I 39 .So 3 A. A. Bates rA.J .. o.borpe. 
Hrushy Creek, Montgomery, . '

1
0den, G. C. Starks, J. C. Pullen. ·I 3 ........_2 . 22. 1.00 1 1 G. C. Stark • C. Pallea. 

I 1-1-: I ' ' 
Totals, I I \ ~ · 1111 3 18 7\S 2u 10.00 . 6 2 

_... . 4 
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