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MINUTES . 

RA.i\IBURG Cml RCl:I, HA~I'Bu:ttG, AsHLEY Co., ARK., } 
October 2, 1869. , 

The Bartholomew Regnlal' BP,ptist Association convened with 
'the above clnn'ch on Saturday befo1·e the first Sabbath in October, 
1'869. 

Elder J, 11'. McCulloch l)ree,ched the Int1•oductory Serm.on at 11 
'O'clock A. M., from 1 Cor. x:v. 15 ·: "Be ye steadfast, immovable, 
always aboundiEg in the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know 
that your labor-is not in V!tin in the Lord-'' 

At the conclusion of the services, and after an intermission of 
thirty minutes, the Ass"Oeiation was ca.ll~d tG ·order by Bro. Benj. 
Collins, Modm•ator, 

Pray-e1' by Elder J, R Sen.rcy. 
A call fol' t:hm•ch letters was re"p<mcled 'to hy the following 

(;hutches: F lat Creek, Egypt, Providence, Smyrna, Ebenezer, 
Antioch, Poplttr Bluff, l\{t. Ziou, Hn.rmouy, Promised Land, Cor­
nersv-ille, Saline, 'Beul{th, Bethlehem, Gilgal, New Prospect) Pleas~ 
:ant H<ill, Spring I!iU, R-a.l)lburg, Retb.el No.. 2, Beech Creek, T:y1·o, 
New Hope, Enon, Mt. Olive, Holly Spring.s, Fellowship, Judson, 
Trinity, Pisgah, Shady Grove., Oak Ridge., New Libe;:ty ancl Sand 
Creek, . 

Letters read and names of delegates called, 
On motion, the Association p1·oceeded to elect a l\-foderator and 

CJerk a.nd Treasurer, -when Elder U. H. Parker was found to be 
/elected MoGleratO!· and A. W, ~es . Clerk and Treas1n·er, who 

· immediately entered upon their duties. 
It was, eB motion, unanim(i)ttsly !'es0lved that Bro. A. 1N. Files 

be allowed any and all privileges allowed to members of this ·body. 
[The undersigned was not a delegate, but w::,s, .and had been, 

:acting as Clerk; hen-ce this resointion.- CLERK.] 

PETITIONARY LETTERS. 

Petitionary le-tcers being called for, the following churches, 
through their delegates presented letters, praying admission into 
the Association, viz~ Ruth, Pra,ii•ie 'Grove, Ho1)ewell, Peace Lc>cl 
:and Friendship-. 
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11 11 IIH!Iitlll , i.IHi td•ll•'t •lwH l' rniri( tlrtJV 1 Jl op wcU, Ieace L c, el 
lltH I l•' ri' '"d ,; liip hl•in g d 111 •<l rLh <lox, wore 1·eceivcd into the 
,\ ,;r; t)('iat.ion :1.11d tho right hnnu of fellowship extended to their 
dl.l l 'gl1tcs, ·who w -re invited to seats in the body. 

n motion, the following brethren were appointed a committee 
to arrange preaching during tl1e present session, viz: Breth. J. ff. 
Wood, Oliver Files, J. H. White, W . T. Clements and JohJ?. Hill. -

A communication from Elder l!L Y. Moran was received and 
r ead, announcing his inability to be present to preach the annual 
sermon, as reqne ted at last session. 

Oil motion, the Association adjourned till :M:onday mOTning at 9 
o'clock. • 

Prayer by Elder J. D. Rasberry. 
Saturday evening, 7 o'clock, Elder Hogan Alien, occupied the 

stand, preaching from Rev. iii. 20: "Behold I tand at the door 
and knock, if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and l1e with me." 

SABBATI>, October 3, 1869. 

The stand was occupied at g o'clock A. M., by Elder U. H. 
Parker , who preached fro_m the following text, Psalms 50th division, 
~4th and 15th verses: "Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay 
t hy vows unto the Most High, and call upon me in the day of 
trouble, I will deliver .thee." 

And at 11 o'clock by Elder J . B. Searcy, who preached on the 
subject of Communion, from Luke . xxii. 28, 29, and part'of the 30th 
verses: "Ye ·are they which have continued with me in my 
t emptations, and I appoint unto you a kingdom as my Father hath 
appointed unto me. That ye may el:l,t and drink at my table in 
my Kingdom." 

At 3 o'clock P. M., ~lder J. F. Griffin, preached from Collossians 
iii. 3, 4: "For ye are dead and your life is hid with Ghrist in God. 
W hen Christ, who is our life shall appear, then sha.ll ye also appear 
with Him in glory." 

And at 7 o'clock , Elder J . R Chambers preached from Judges, 
latter clause of. 3d verse: "Contend for the faith which was on.;:e 
delivered unto the saints." 



I m uKL f u kl tlli" m·t·:t io11 f o 1'1~.)' f ln~L l 11 v 1' wi Ln ·Asccl a mol' 
onlt> l'ly, qui L a11d aLll•n fi,· · eo il"'l' gntion, th::w waR tl1e one pre, ent 
on Lhi~:~ day\; 'Ol'vicc:>. A. W. FILES, Clerk. 

MoNDAY MoR.NlNG, 9 o'clock. 

The .Association met pursuant to adjournment, and was called 
to order by the Moderator. 

Prayer by Elder B. C. Hyatt. 
Roll of delegates called and absnntees marked. Minutes of 

Saturday r ead and approved. 
On ;mot~pn, the case of the peti tionary ietter of Ruth Church 

' 1vas taken up for action.-[This church was organized without any 
male members at · all, and the letter was brought by three sisters, as 
delegates.- CLERK.] 

Elder Hyatt moved that said church be received into this Asso­
cir.tiou; which motion, after a lengtLy discussion, was sustained 
and the right hand of fellowship extended to the delegates. 

The order of business for former sessions >vas, on motionr 
adopted for this one. 

The 111:oderator, on motion, appointed the following Committee 
on Finance, viz: Breth. B. Collins, vV. G. Cole and S. T . . W. Meek. 

Elder J. B. Searcy, from the C01im1ittee ()n l.Vfissions, appointed 
at last session, submit.ted the following r~port, ·which was read, 
received ~tnd adopted : 

DEAR BRETHREN-Having been appointed a comi>-1ittee on the subject of 
Missions, I would of!'er the following: 

Missions comprise the work of missionaries, and missionaries are those sent 
to spread r eligion. And this name is prefixed to us as Baptist, to distinguish 
us from all others. 

To write on missions, is simply to write on th e duty of B>lpt'ists. 
A~1d firt, I would notice the mission or duty of churches; an,d secondly, · 

the mission or duty of preachers. 
Th~•t Christ has invested His Churches with the keys of the kingdom, hy 

which th e~- nre .possessed of the sole authority to caTry out the clesign of the 
Savior in set tin~ up His Kingdom in the world, is evident from M-att. xvi. 17, 
and xviiL 18. 

I n order to carry out the design. of our King we must underEtand His' law, 
"which is a lamp to our feet and a. light to our pathway." H ence the impor~ 
tance of studying the. N ew Testament qnalloyed by human tradition-which is 
emphatically the statute book of H eaven. The Church is said to be "the light 
of the world a.nd the salt of the earth." But in the .ratio that she diverges 
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, 1 lit " loll'louN (lonp•·l ul' tl111 Hcm tll' G~d, x rei es 11 aving influence over the 
1'''"1"" Ill' t•u•·llt. 11 lt'ot· Lht GoHp I iij th o powot· of God unto snlvation to every 
• 1111 I hut ht•liiiVl•lh." Our Cc>mmiosion requires us to "teach · all nations. " 
\ '1'11 1 "t' '' ''~'Y crt'ltliii 'O ," bnptb:ing th em into the name of tne Fnther, Son and 
lloly Bpirit, teuching them to "observe all things" as commanded by thc-
ttvior. Y n, He says "occupy till I come." 

I would proponnd a few serious qnestions for the consideration of the 
chnrches of tl1is body : Are you carrying out these directions of our Master? 
Are you occupying the entire field? Does that portion over which your m em­
b3rship extends observe all things commanded by the Sttvior? 

If not brethren, yon arc not performing your mission, and as such, you 
s·.wuld not expect to hear Him who sent you sny, " .. Well done good and faithful 
s 3rVants.'' 

It was decided by this Association two yenrs ago, that "Missionary work 
p roperly belonged to tl1e churches and should be performed by th\)m." That, I 
th ink, was a move in the right direction, but it avails nothing to have right 
theory; unless that theory be reduced to practice. It is like that style of faith 
which produces no works. It is dead, being aione. Our statistics show that we 
have thirty-three chnrcl1es, twenty-one preachers, seventeen of whom are 
ptlstors, and _among this number several pastors preach to four churches each. 
At this rate it woulll require only about eight pastors to serve the entire Asso­
cratwn. This would leave us an excess of twelve or thirteen preachers. Yl"hat 
a vast amount of missionary work might be performed by these preachers! 
.And notwithstanding the great facilities for hearing the Gospel preached many 
of our churches meet only once a month. Thus you do not "speak often cne 
to another." Can you offer as a valliation for your neglect that the churches 
are thoroughly indoctrinated in the grent principles of our religion? That 
infidelity is on the wane '? Or that you have net the means to car,ry out God's 
plan? I think it is apparent to every reflecting mind, who has investigated 
the subject, that onr churches are in a worse condition to-day to bear persecu­
t ion than they. have been since our time. Has not the time come "when many 
will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own Iusts heap to themselves 
t eachers having itching ears?" 

Does not infidelity, gathering in the blackness of its darkness, threaten to 
inundate the land? Tl;le Roman Anti-Christ threatens (and with a £trong 
degree of probability) to re-enforce his ranks with all .Protestant sects and then 
to wage an eternal warfare against "their old enemies, the Baptists." 

It is asserted by Catholics, and sanctioned by the force of truth, that# there 
are but two great parties in this conflict." " That to remove from Protestants 
their Baptist faith and they are Catholics-to remove from them their Catholic 
fclith and they are Baptists." Hence brethren you cannot want for a cause in 
which to exert all your powers. But have you· not the means to successfully 
carry on this wa.rfare? No man goeth on a warfare at- his own charges. 
Preachers are servants of the churches and wheresoever they will they can send 
them. The Lord has caused your flocks and fields to teem with plenty. Why 
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not lot ncb olnu· ·h any, 11 1 will glv ns tho Lord hns prospered m " 11 I will 
loose the hands of my pastor und lot him go into the vineyard of tho Lord to 
preach deliverance to captives." Let tho deacons say we 'will see that his tabl 
is served, that he may give himself continually to prayer and to tlie , ministry 
of tne Word of Truth, that he may give each his portion of meat in due season­
that he may earnestly and successfully "contend for the. faith which was once 
delivered to the saints "-that the waste places in Zion might be built up; then 
would the wilderness and solitary places be glad for them, and the desert would 
rejoice and blossom as the rose, sending forth odors of sweet smelling savOI' 
unto the Lord. 

In conclusion brethren, I pray you to place your gifts upon the a.! tar of the 
Lord and pray God to sanctify them both to your good and to His glory. 

Secondly. I would respectfully call the attention of my brethren in the 
ministry,to the importance of our mission. Ours is an important and respon­
sjble mission. The old maxim, "like priest like people," is ala~ too true. It ia 
certain that our congregations, to a greater or less degree, are influenced by our 
course. If we are careless and indifferent about the affairs of Christ's King­
dom, it would be unreasonable to think tha.t the Churches over which we have 
the pastoral charge should be otherwise. With what force has the poet said: 

"Well may ~hy ~ervants mourn, my Gqd, 
The Churches desolation, 

The State of Zion calls aloud, 
For grief and lamentation; 

Her Pastors love to live at ease, 
They covet wealth and honor, 

And while they seek such things as these, 
They bring reproacli upon her." 

Paul, in speaking of the duty of preachers says: "No man that wareth 
entangeleth himself with the things of this life, that he may please him who 
hath chosen him to be a soldier." Those of us who have been soldiers in the 
army of our country know that in order to discharge the duties devolving upon 
us we have to forsake our pecuniary interests-be absent much from our houses­
endure many hardships-encounter the enemy with invincible courage where­
ever we meet them, that we might please our commander. And can the 
Captain of our .salvation require of his soldiers less? While the soldier is not 
:fighting he is on drill, that he may be the better prepared to encounter the 
enemy. So the preacher is required to give attendance to reading, to exhorta­
tion, to doctrine-to meditate upon these things-to give himself wholly to 
them. If these things are required at our hands what preacher is performing 
his duty and mission? "Is no~ the field already white unto harvest?" How 
many, with Cain, impertinently· ask, '.'am I my ·brother's keeper?" I confess 
there is· a great deal of infidelity in the churches, but an equal' proportion 
among the preachers. Paul tells us that "the Lord hath ordained that they 
which preach the Gospel should. live of the Gospel." · Most of us are very 
zealous advocates for Iilaint:;ting God's ordinances, but from our practice, which 
demonstrates our faith, it appears that we think this is one ordinancl! that is non­
essential, or that the Lord is indifferent whether this ordinance be observed at 
all. An,d yet it is the erder. of the Lord, and the man who ;.ould preach the 
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k11ow lh11n .·p l'i nc thnt the churches nrc not so covetous as some ha.ve 
lil lpJtORI'tL J1nt OV()tOus pa ·tors make covetous churches. Once · during th e 
Will", w lrilo tLttempting to make a charge on the enemy, after our brigade had 
b n repulsed, it seemed to be hard to rally the soldiers. Our General seeing the 

onf1.1sion , immediately sprang in front an cried, "form on me!" The effect 
was magical-the enemy was repulsed and victory was ours. Let us emulate his 
example-let us go out, trusting in God, and I verily believe the churches will 
"form on us," and victory will be ours through our Lord Jesus Christ. I n 
conclusion I would respectfully offer the following: 

1. Resolved, That all' the preachers of this Association be requested to devote 
·as much of their time to preaching in destitute places as they may be able to do. 

2. Resolved, .That we appoint a missionary to preach to the colored people in 
the bounds of this Associ<ttion, and encourage them to organize themselves into 
regular Baptist Churches. · 

3. Resolved, That our missionary be an agent of this Association to collect 
funds for his support from the voluntary contributions of the persons to whom 
he . preaches, and that he report his success to this body at its next annual 
meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, J. B. SEAI~CY. 

At his request, and on motion, Elder Hyatt was excused from 
making a report on Temperance at this session. 

Elder J. V. McCulloch, Chairman, submitte.d the following 
report on Destitution, which was received and adopted, viz: 
To the Bartholomew R eg1tlm· Baptist A ssociation : 

Your Committee dn Destitution would respectfully submit the following 
r eport: 

Tl1e Association bas a margin on its northern and eastern boundari(>j, some . 
two hundred and fifty miles in length and fifty in width, emoracing tb~ whole 
·of Chicot county and portions of Desha, Arkansas, and J efferson counties, that 
js almst entirely destitute of Baptist preaching, ancl to a very great extent, of 
preaching of any kind. In this district are many Baptist brothers and sisters, 
both white and black, that would hail with joy inexpressible the vi~it of a 
missionary in their midst. There is in this district an extensive populat ion of 
blacks, and your committee is decidedly of the opinion that no ot11Cr race of 
people under the broad canopy of heaven have such imperative demands upon 
our Christian benevolence as they have. No other race embrace the Christian 
religion more readily; no other people will contribute more cheerfully and 
willingly to the support of a faithful, pious and efficient man of God among 
them. Therefore your committee would recommend them to your special favor 
and consideration. ;Besides there a.re almost in'uumerable Macedoniun cries 
coming up from viuious quarters of this Associati01r. Your committee is of 
the opinion that' the indications of a gracious Providence are that we _should 
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nt· ·upy th~~ inviLin,u: fltld~ nt dl•Hti~ution nt once nlh l th tLt we m oy no 'J on;ct~ 
n ·g l • ·t them with ilupunity. All of which is r cs1 cdfully submitted, 

J. V. M cCuLLOCH. 

Elder B. C. Hyatt, Chai:rman of the Committee which ,.,.n,s 
n.ppointecl to r eport on the query submitted at last session, "Is 
cbne:ing a sin per se- the laws of Christianity the test? If so, 
where do yot1 find. the law? " made a r eport, w hieh >vas received, 
and on motion, said report was submitted to a special committee of 
three, to report this evening. Said committee consisting of Elders 
J. S. Wood, J. V. :McCulloch and B. C. Hyatt. 

Elder J . B. Searcy offered the following, which was rccei,·cd 
and adopted, viz : · · 

WHEREAS, v'e believe that the Baptists, in their organized capacity, con­
stitute the f>tithful and tme witnesses; and whereas, Christ prayed that all 
beljevers may be one; and whereas, we believe that the grea.t division;; of 
sentiment among Christians gender strife and enc<)_nr::ges infidelity ; therefore, 

R esolved, That we carefully investigate th·e great do<.:trines of the Bible, 
comparing scripture with scripture, and in the spirit of meekness interchange 
views with each other, that we ma.y all come in the un'ity of the faith. 

Resolved jw·ther, That we encourage tc friendly and fraternizing spirit with 
.. our Anti-Missionary brethren, and that .we e:trnestly pray that the day mny not 

be far distant when all ~hall be one. 

Brother John Hill offered the following query : 
QuERY-Is Baptism the door into the Church. 
Elder Searcy moved to lay it on the table. Cnrried. 
Th~ . following query from Poplar Bluff Church ,,-as read: 

QuERY- Would a church be acting. right to receive persons who had b~en 
baptized by :t Campbellite minister , on their baptism- they being 5atisfied with 
the baptism, and the church being ~atisfied they would make a good members. 

Which was answered in the negative. 
The Finance Com)11ittee sulJmitted the following r eport, viz : 

Your Committee on Finm1ce beg leave fo report that there >tre no funds in 
the hands of the Treasu~er, and that the spm ~ent up by the different churches 
amounts to $109 20. Which i~ r espectfully submitted, 

B. CoLLINS, Chainnan. 

Report adopted and committee dischn,rged. 
Bro. A. B. Readdy -presented the follO\Ying query: 

QuERY- Has the pastor of a church the right, in the absence of deacons, 
to appoint a lay brotljer to officiate in delivering the bread and wine at Com-
·munion? · 

Bro. Collins moved to. answer " Yes, with the consent of the 
church." 1.1:otion sustained. • · 

On motion, the Moderator appointed the following messengers 
to our sister Associations, viz : 
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I Jilu'l'l,\ AllHnl'lnl i11 11 lln•l h., '. 'I'. \V. M k, John llill <\ntl"Eldet· 
,J. V. II. \Vuldl'op; l~ld I' Wttldl'Oj) to write . 

. ) u!l ::~o n A , ·soci:\Llon-Eluer U. H. Parker, J. B. Searcy and B . 
. Hyatt; Elder , carey to write. 

Pine Bluff-Bro. E. H. Owen and Elder }.'[. Y. J\:foran ; Elder 
Moran to write. 

Bro. Meek submitted the following query: 
QuERY-Is it the duty of a church to send a committee to a brother, to labor 

with him, when he has been guilty of gross immoral conduct of a public 
character and the facts fully known to the church ? 

Bro. Cole moved to answer in the negative, which motion, after 
discussion, was sustained. 

Elder J . D. Rasberry, Chairman of Committee on Sabbath 
Schools, appointed at last session, submitted the following report, 
which was, on motion, re<;:eived and adopted, viz: 
To the Bm·tholomew Regula~· Baptist Association: 

Your committee to whom was referred the subject of Sabbath Schools, 
would respectfully offer the following : 

First. We believe the Sabbath School bas been the means of bringing many 
souls to Christ. It is here that early. impressions are made upon the minds of 
children, at an age when the mind is susceptible of lasting impressions. The 
intellect being the receptacle of tnftb, if we can lodge the teachings of the. 
Holy Ghost we may hope that the Blessed Spirit will apply his own words to 
the heart. That these truths learned in youth fasten themselves more strongly 
upon the memory than the acquisitions of later years is a fact abtmdantly 
demonstrated. How often have instructions received at the·mothm"s knee orin 
Sunday School, recurring in some hour of solitude and of thoughtlessness, been 
the means of reclaiming the hoary-headed transgressor, compelling him to ask 
after the God of his father or mother? And in many instances the expressions 
of the aged on their death-bed indicate that they are living amid the scenes of 
their childhood. 

Second. The Sabbath School, if conducted with the proper view and in the 
right spirit, brings the mind in proximity to the most important truths tha.t 
can possibly be presented to the human mind. In the Sabbath School our 
children are taught the truths of the Bible-the book of our holy religion. 
What God requires of us-what we ought to love and pr.actice-how we may 
be usefu!-how we may escape misery present and to come- these are lessons 
learned in Sunday School. And surely all other subjects fade before these 
themes as certainly as do the planets of night fade into darkness before the 
rising splendor of the orb of day. 

Third. The Sabj:mth School seeks to hold the heart in its most plastic period. 
Go as early ns we may, to this tablet of flesh, we always find that we have been 
anticipated-the enemy has been in advance of us. The chilc1 is born with evil 
dispositions. It gQes astray from tr.uth, speaking lies. But in youth these 
connpt principles may be more .easily eradicated. Though .the adYersary 
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" aoc·ki ng whom h rnny d •vo\11·,' ' ht\S t1i ~torlec1 tho t nclcr twig, let the hand of 
tho pious dir ct it to what is good and true, r ecognizing. the m>txim that "as -
the twig is bent the tree i inclined," or to cl1ange the figure, "though the 
enemy of souls has been before us in impressing his image on the yielding heart 
of childhood," let us endeavor before that heart becomes cold and endurated by 
l\ge and sin, to stamp out the image of the wicked one with the image of the 
Blessed J esus. This the Sunday School teacher is striving to do. 

Fourth. We approve of Sunday Schools because the Bible gives special 
encouragP.ment to engage in it. For this encouragement we would refer you to 
passages like this: "Bring up your children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord; " " Train up a child in the way he should go." Paul commended 
Timothy for knowing, and evidently considered it a great advantage that he 
had known, the Scriptures from childhood. In this cause he was probably 
taught by 'his mother and grandmother. And evidently Paul would have 
commended any one else for doing the same service. Children are commanded to 
remember their Creator in the days of their youth. Such a requisition on 
children is a command to Christian people to teach them the way of the Lord. 
This may be done by parents at home or by. teachers in the Sunday Schools, 01~ 
by the combined efforts of both classes. Facts confirm the value and great 
importance of Sunday School instructions. In most of our revivals a large 
proportion of the accessions to the church come from the Sunday Schools.· In 
a Sunday School, worthy of the nmne, the uppermost idea at all times in the 
mind of the teacher, is the conversion of the scholars. For this he will teach 
and toil and pray- happy if, with all hfs efforts, one single lamb can be 
gathered for the fold of Christ. 

Finally your committee would offer the following: 

Resolved, First. That we earnestly request the churches composing this 
Association to take action immediately upon this important subject. 

Second. That each church, if practicable, orgnnizc a Sunday School 
immediately. 

Third. That in connection with the Bible, they use the books published by 
the Southwestern Publishing Company, Memphis, Tenn. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. D. R ASBERRY, Chainnan . 

• The ~Ioderator, on motion, appointed the follo·wing committees, 
to report at next Association: 

On Missions- Elder B. C. Hyatt. 

On Education-Elder M. Y. Moran. 

On Temperance- Elder J . . F. Griffin. 
On Sabbath Schools.:...._Elder J. V. McCulloch. 
On Destit1ttion-Elder J. B. Searcy. 
On Colored Population- Elder J. D. Rasberry. 
On Communion- Elder Henry Sims. 
On Covetousness-Bro. S. T. W. Meek. 
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" " 11 ~td HI"lolllll') to lhr t·oi<Jr <l p pttl!ttion, Bld r B. C. I!y:ttt 
1\'iiH 1'1<'1'1 I'd It,) llt'l'htlll:tlioll. 

1~1·o. 10. Phillip: ofl\Jl' •d the following query: 
Qtflm<-vV'ould a clmrch be justifiable in erasing the name of a m('mber, 

whon rcquc$ted by a brother or sister, who may wish to withdraw from the sr.me? . 

Whieh was, on motion, decided in the negative. 
The Apecial committee to whom was recommitted the report of 

the committee on the query, " Is dancing a sin per se, etc., sn_b­
mitted said report with amendments, whi<:-h was, on motion, 
adopted: 
To the Bartholo1new Regttlar B aptist Associat-ion, convened with the Chu1'Ch at 

H ambu1·g: 
Your committee to whom was referred, at last Association, the query, "Is 

dancing a sin per se,-etc., beg leave to oifer the following answer: 
Your committee has labored to fix and settie this vexed question legit imately 

in their own minds; and feeling the importance of the consequences r esulting 
from an answer, have shrunk from the great responsibilities, knowing the 
imperfection of om: being and natural bias to preconceived notions. V\7e hope 
we;have been prayerful over this subject. It is a subject bearing with it much 
that wi'll tend to the glory of God or retard the advance of our Redeemer's 
Kingdom. It is not only an examination of principles, but the great basis upon 
which rests our r elig ious practices. .And we clo pray that your body will 
r eceive our labor as labor after the truth and in the spirit of Christian meekness 
and forbearanc~: If we .depart from the general received opinions of your bocly of ­
orthodoxy, we:do it from a conviction that the Scriptures justify. But we come 
to the' query- the main point. If by the question, "Is dancing a sin in itself," 
if it be meant to petermine whether dancing be absolutely sinful in its nature, 
so as to be wrong under all circmnstances, we beg leave to answer that dancing 
is sinful under all c-i·rwmstanc~s. .And here let us remark that we unclerstancl 
by dancing, that it comprehends all thoseamusemts so-called, such as cotilliom, 
polkas, waltz, and such like, having no connection or affiliation with church 
worship-such as are enjoined in our covenant relation when we put on Christ 
before the world. Now, having determined from the above considerations, that 
dancing is wrong und«r all considerations, and sinful in itSelf, we now propose 
to see where the Scr ipture is that sustains our conclusions. W e say that dancing 
is not enjoined upon the followers o( Christ by ony act of his- by any ordi­
nance, or by a desire for the honor or glory of God. Therefore there must be 
something to guide the wayfarer through the maze by which we may safely 
say we have nothing but God's honor at stake-his glory in view. We feel 
confident-that dancing is probably of very remote origin. vVe see that dancing 
was practiced in the earliestages- fromlVIoses clown. ·Compare the circumstances 
that called it forth then with the circumstances that call it fort.b in modern 
and r~fined times. It nppears to have been a part of the r eligious duties that 
belonged to tl::ie Jewish assemblies of ancient times. The circumstances- the 
manner of exercising can be seen by reading Exodus xv., 20 : ".And Miriam, 
the prophetess, sister of Moses, took. a timbrel in her band and all the women 
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11' (•11( out with hct· wlth tilnhr· ·I ~ ruHl dunces." Again in the 14th Psal m it is 
~llitl ilrnt Duvi<l pruis d Gocl in tho dnnc . In Jerrminh xxxi.·I3, it is said the 
vi r·g; in prais ·d God in the dnncc. In 2d Samuel, vi. 14, it is said that David 
pmis d God in the dance; and Solomon, in Eccle. iii. 4, says : "There is a time 
to dance." Several other examples are given, but we notice these to show for 
what they were done and the occasions that brought them forth - that they 
constituted a part of their religious worship- the manner in which they were 

. (\Ondncted, and by whom. And our Saviour, the Head of the Church, calls to 
mind this expression of love to God by the people, not showing that love to 
him in his office as Savior in :Matt. xi . 17: "I have piped to you and ye have 
not danced." They had forgotten that ancient rite in worship, and adopted the 
modern one, such as are recorded by Luke vii. 32; :M:ark vi. 22, also :M:att. xvi. 
6, when the daughter of Herodias danced and ple,lsed Herod. Therefore, 
under, the Gospel day no such practice has ever been recognized as any part of 
Christian duty or',practice, and if now brought in, even as claimed, to praise 
God, it is a sin-an innovation upon the church or law of Christ, and sinful in 
the extreme. 

We come now to notice the Scriptures against dancing. In Amos vi. 5, the 
denunciation of Heaven is recorded thus: "Woe to him that chants to the 
viol. " But you say that prophecy was under the old ceremonial law. Admit 
it. They had conceived the proper way and the right occasion and turned a 
part of the appointed service in worship as the heath~n did. They were chant­
ing to the viol instead of glor ifying God. It was then as now, a di-play of 
personal charms, and perfection of the ·physical movements, all tending to las­
civiousness, which was a gre!tt sin against God . . You see in lst Cor. x., 7: "The 
people set down to eat and drink and rose up to play." The Apostle says, 
" Let us not do this, tempting Christ as they of the children of Israel did in the 
wilderne:;s." A great sin even to eat and drink and play l This modern 
dancing fills the bill exactly. In lst Cor., x. 29, 30, 31, you will see how far 
modern dancing is sinful. 

The Apostle, in speaking of conscience in doing t4ese things wherein some 
appear to have no remorse for their acts, refer to conscience as a criterion by 
which to be governed, says: "Whether ye eat or drink or whatsoever ye do, do 
aU for the glory of God. Give none offense, neither to the Jews nor Gentiles, 
nor the Church of God." • 

We see by the above that conscience shall not be our criterion. We should 
do nothing that can possibly do evil, either in eating, drinking, dancing or 
anything else whereby reproach may be brought upon the Church of Christ. 
The Church must be the proper judge. And in ou! covenant in that body we 
virtually agree and promise to adhere to its precepts. ·Even if dancing was. not 
a sin in itself, if the Church says it is wrong I could not do it in the face of 
that Scripture not to sin against the Church 

Again our Savior says let our communications be yea, yea., nay, nay; for 
whatsoever is error cometh of evil. :Many more .Scriptures might be brought 
to bear directly upon this point, that dancing is a sin of itself-demoralizing in 
its tendencies- opposed to the spirit. of Christianity, aud· retarding the progress 
of the Gospel. We therefore conclude that all those passages of Scripture that 
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1•1·11 1" " l111 not, \ 'Olll't !l' ll l t•d to t . h i ~ wol'ld ," L . J ob, wh il . ·pcttkin"' f the 
\ !t' l t~ • d , Lui iH UH 11 'J'h ·~o child roll dan ' . "~Job xxi. 11, 12. A b o Ptml, while 
~p<~n l i ng- of' tho fruit. of tho flesh , cnumcr,ttes a long catalog ue of crimes , 
l' lnbnwing 1·evel1·v (that is noisy meriment or dancing), of which he ; ays : 
"They shall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 11-Ga.l. v: 19, 20, 21. 

W ith the above and foreging facts, and our honest coh"l'ictions that dancing 
is a sin per se, we submit tliat said query shonld be answered in tlie affirmative, 
and for authority submit the following Scriptures: A mos vi. 5; 1st Cor., x . 
71 29, 30, 31, and others cited, to prove the fact, and we therefore offer the 
following: 

R esolved, That this A ssociation regard danchig as sitlful 1n the extreme~ 
opposed to the Gospel afid subversive of the interests of a true Gospel Church . 
R~solved f urther, That this Association .wiil not hold fellowship with any 

sister church that pern1its l,ler tl1embers to engage in such practices, or by word 
or act patr.onize such irreligious practices. 

Subinitted, B. C. HY.ATT, Chairman. 
On motion, Eldet J, F. Griffin was appointed a missionary to 

operate in the destitute portions of this Asscci~ttion. 
And on a further motion it was r esolved that he be allowed the 

sum of six hundred dollars for his services as such missionary 
during the year. 

On a further motion it was order ed that the TteaF,urer pay ovei' 
to Br o. Griffin from tin1e to time such sums or p:trt o£ said salary 
as he may need the same, on his application therefor. 

The Associr,tion next proceed to select the place of holding 
its next annual session, which resulted in· the select ion of Trinity 
Church, at vVarren, Bradley county. 

Elder M . Y. l\£oran was, on motion, selected to preach t h.e 
annual sermon on Sabbath of next session- said sermon t o be on 
the subject of "Comnntnion; '' and Elder J. V. l\fcCulloch was. 
selected as alternate. 

At an election for some brother to preach the introductory 
sermon, Elder Rogan Allen was elected, and Elder J . B. Searcy , as 
alternate. 

E lder J. F. Griffin wa,s chosen to preach the missionary sermon. 
Elder J. F. Griffin offered .the following; 

R esolved, That the thanks of this body a.re due and are hereb;Y tendered the 
bl'ethreil. of Hamburg Church, the citizens of H amburg and vicinity generally, 
for their kind and generous hospitality extended to us during our present 
session ; also to the members of the Methodist Church for the. use of their 
church, and that a copy of this r esolntion be presented to the Ashby Count/} 
T imes with a request that it be published. Adopted ui1ai.iiii1ously. 



It. 11111~, on tnotion, t·t•Holvt•d th11L f,ft ( 1
( •rk bu and iH :dlow d Llw 

HUm of' iif'l.oo 11 do ll tU'H f'o t· hi ~:~" rvi · 'H during the present year . 
.Bv . .M ok mov d. t,hat tho several districts of the Association 

be requested to revive t he custom of holding "luinisters' and 
.Deacons' meetings," which was adopted. 

Bro. A. W. Files offered the following : 
Resolved, T-hat the thanks of this body are due and hereby tendered to our 

l\foderator for the urbane and dignified manner in which he has performed his 
duties during this session. 

Adopted. 
On motion, the Association agreed to adjourn to meet with the 

Trinity Church, at Warren, Bradley county, on Saturday before 
the first Lord's day (1st day) in October, 1870. 

The "parting hand" was then tak~n . 
Prayer by Eld-er J. V. McCulloch. 
Adjourned. 

U. R . PARKER, 1i1oderator. 
A. W. FILES, Clerk. 



ABSTRACT OF FAITH . 

ARTICLE I. We believe in ,;me true and livin·g God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. 

ART. II. We bclie>e that the Scriptures, composing the Old and N ew 
Testament, are the Word of God, and the only correct rule of faith and order. 

ART III. We believe in the doctrine of Election, a~ founded in the fore­
_knowledge of God, through sanctification of the· Spirit unto obedience, and 
sprinkling of the blood of Je~us Christ. 

ART. IV. W e bclie>e that man was created upright, but by transgression 
fJII from that state; comequently, he and all his posterity became dead in 
t ~es passes and sin. 

ART. V. vVe believe in man's incapacity, by his own free will and ability, 
t o r ecover himself from the fallen state in which he is by nature. 

ART. VI. We believe that sinners are justified by the righteousness of 
.Christ, through faith in his n;\me. 

ART. VII. W e believe in the final perseverance of the Saints in Grace . 
.A:RT. VIII. W e belieYe in the final resurrection of the dead and general 

judgment, and that the felicity of the righteous, and the punishment of the 
wicked, will be eternal. 

ART. IX. We believe that no minister has any right to administer the 
ordinances of the gospel, but one who is r egularly baptized, called, and comes 
under the imposition of the bands of the presbytery. 

ART. X. We believ~ that Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances 
of the Church of Christ, and that believers are the only proper subjects, and 
that immersion only is baptism. 

ART. XI. We belhr;·c that the Lord 's day should be obser>cd as a clay of 
r est and devotion. 



RULES OF DECORUM. 

1. This Association shall be opened and closed with prayer. 
2. A Moderator and Clerk shall be ehosen by a majority of the members 

present. 
3. It shall be the duty of the :Moderator to see that order is kept according 

to the Rules of Decorum. 
4. Any member being dissatisfied witn the decision of the :Moderator, may 

appeal to the Association, provided it be done on the same day. 
5. One member o~ly shall speak at the same time, who shall address the 

Moderator, and on obtaining the floor, shall proceed, and shall not be inter­
rupted while speaking unless he depart from the subject, or makes use of 
personal reflections. 

6. No member shall be allowed to speak more than twice on any one subject, 
without obtaining leave of the Association. 

7. No practice shall be allowed, that is calculated to interrupt a member 
while· speaking. 

8. Every motion made and seconded, after time given for debate, shall be 
put to the Association, unless previously withdrawn, and the :Moderator shall , 
announce the decision of the Association. 

9. All questions shall be decided by a majority of the members present. 
10. No appelation but that of brother shall be used by members, in address­

-ing each other, while in session. 
11. The Moderator shall have the same privilege of speech as any other 

member, provided the Chair be filled; but shall not be allowed a vote, unless 
the Association be equally divided. 

12. The names of members shall be called as often as the Association may 
deem necessary; and no member shall withdraw himself from the. Associatio~ 
without leave from the Association. , . 

13. This Decorum shall be read at the opening of each session, and oftener 
if necessary. 

2 



CONSTITUTION . 

.dR:rrCLE 1. 'rhe Association sh<tll be composed of members chosen by the 
different <.ohurches, who, on producing their credentials, shall be entitled to 
;eat>. 

A.RT. II. This Association shall be called BaRTHOLOMEW REGULAR B.•.P'l'IS1' . 

Assocr.ATlON. 
ART. III. Each church composing this Association shall be entitled to 

three Delegate3. 
ART. IV. The object of this Association shall be to devise measures to 

promote the Redeemer's Kingdom, particularly in the bounds of this Asso­
ciation. 

ART. V. This Association shall never possess any power or authority over 
any church, but may act as an advisory council. 

ART. VI. New churches may be admitted into this union by signifying 
their wish, by letter and delegates, provided they are deemed orthodox. 

ART. VII. The officers of this Association shall consist of a Moderator, 
Clerk, and Treasurer. And no officer of this Association shall be eligible to 
office two years in succession. 

ART. VIII. Every church shall be furnished with minutes, and every 
other benefit of the fund, in proportion to the money advanced. 

ART. IX. Amendments to this Constitution may be made at any session of 
this Association, when two-th.irds of the members present shall deem it 
necessary. 

AMENDMENTS . 

1. Be it 1'il80lved, That so much of article 7 of the Constitution, !\s restrict.! 
the office of Clerk and Treasnrer to one year, is hereby repealed. September, 
1854. 

2. Be it 1·esolv.ed, That that article in the Constitution, restricting the office 
of Moderator to one term's service, be and the same is hereby repealed. And 
any member of the Association shall be eligible to the office aforesaid so long 
as the .8...-;sociation shall call biro. September, 1865. 

3. And ,any church becoming heterodox in faith or practice, after her 
reception, the Association shall withdra\v from said chtuch. The Word of 
God being the standard of orthodoxy. September 16, 1867. 
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Antioch .. ..... , ...... .... U. H. Parker . ..... .. .. J"anark ... .... ... ..... ......... U. H. Parker, W. '1'. Clements, A. Black ... ... .. .... ... ... .. ... .... ..... ... 1 5 1 ... ..... . 4 41 
Bench Creek .. ........ J . V. McCulloqh .... . Hamburg ............... ...... J. V. McCulloch, W. J. Hogue, B. R. Shipman.................... ....... 2 ... ·2 3 ...... 15 67 3 
Bcthnny .. .... ...... .. ... .. .... ................... r ... . ................. ................... Not represented .. .... .. ....... .. ............ .. ... .. ... ....................... ....... ... .............. . .. . .. . .. .......... . ,_ 
Bethel No. 2 ..... ...... J . R. Chmnbers ...... Hambm·~ ... .................. ,J. R. 011ambers~..,J. E. Ketchand ...... ... , .. .. ................. .. ............... 4 4 ............ 2 ... 19 2 00 
Bethlehem .. ........ : .. M. Y. ~ornn .... .. .... Branchville .................. Jes. Gr~mble~ .1:1. G. O~ehs ................ .. .... ... .. .. .. ............ .. .......... ... 27 11 1 .. , ... ... 71 2 .00 
Beulah ... .. ........ ..... A. T. 'Ihompson .. ... Lacy ........................... M.A. Bmns, .1:1. F. Glossup .................... .................................... 5 9 5 ... ... .. . .. . 34 2 iiO 
Corne1·sville ........... I . R. Vic)< ............... Branchville ...... .... . .. .... 'l'hos. Erwing, E. H. Owen............ ...... ...... ....... ... ..... .................. 1 3 8 5 .. . ... .. . 54 2 85 
Ebenezer ...... ......... M. Creed ............ .. .. Warren ............ ............ W. S, Vease:J' S.C. Woodard .......... .. ............................................ 1 5 6 ... 2 ... 51 2 iiO 
Egypt ..................... A. 'l'. Thompson .. ... Hamburg ..................... A. J. Wood, . W. Duckworth, 'l'hos. Knight .... ....... ........ .......... 8 5 18 6 ... 1 .. . 50 2 ;;o 
Enon .. .. .. ..... ... ....... J. B. Searcy ...... .. ... Bradley ............ ..... ..... . J. B. Searcy ........ .. ................ .... .... .. ... .. ...... ...... ... ... ....... ..... .. ..... . 15 10 6 3 .. . .. . ... 67 4 iiO 
l"Jnt Creek ... ...... .... A. '1'. 'l'hompson ..... l~ountain Hill .......... ..... A. T. Thompson, J. S Mear s.!.. J . W. Deal ............. ....................... 10 3 14 2 ... 1 9 94 4 00 
Fellowship ............. Hognn Allen ........... Hnmburg ..................... John Peacock, E. Phillips, \7. W. Cone ...... .. ....... .................. ..... 1 ... 2 ...... 2 1 56 3 00 
Friendship .. .......... J. B. Senrcy ........... . Randal l. ... ........ .. .... .... .. J. H. Bibb, Jas. Harris ........... .. ............ .... ...... ..... ....... .... ... ....... .. 26 7 ...... ... ... ... ... 44 3 00 
Gigal ..... ........ .. .. .. ... H. Allen ................. CutOff .......................... B. Collins, Samuel Baker. T. W. H. Vining: ............... .............. .. 9 1 10 2 ... 1 9 43 5 00 
Harmony .. .. ........... J. V. B. Waldrop . ... Hamburg .. .. ............. .. .. 0. H. Andrews, W. H. Taylor .... ............................................... .. 2 1 6 4 ,., .. . 15 60 2 00 

. Holly Springs ......... J.D. Rasberry .... .. . Warren ........................ J. L .. Phillips, A. B,. Turner ... ... ..... .......... .. .. ........ .. ............... ....... 7 5 11 1 4 2 ... 53 3 00 
Hamburg .. ...... .. .. ... B. C. Hyatt .... .. .. .... Hnm burg .. .. .......... ....... 0. Files, J. H. White, J. S. Wood ................. .......... ........ ..... ..... . ... 1 3 1 ... .. . .. .. 31 3 00 
Hopewell ...... .... ..... Wm. 'l'ucker ...... ... . Selmn .... .. .. .. ............ ..... Wm. 'l'ucker........ ............. ...... ...... ...... ....... .................. .. .. ........ .. ... ... ...... ... ... ... ... 10 1 iiO 

'l'otal ............... : .. ........... ....... ....... ....... ... ........... .......... .. .. 91 87 102 34 4n 53 838 $49 85 
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I Harmony and ExtJosition of our J,ord's Great Pro}Jltecy. By l'tev . D. 
D. BucK. 8vo, 472 pages .................................................... .... $2 25 

One of the best works ext.ltnt on a subject interesting the minds of a 
very large number of Christians, t.he second coming and reign of 
Christ on earth. 

Slterwooil's Notes. By Rev. AnrEL SnEnwoon. 8vo, clQ.th, in 2 vols. 
Vol. I. on the Gospel and Acts of the Apostles ........................... $1 
Vol. II, on t.he Epistles and Reveln.tions ............................. .. ...... $1 

The best. commmlt.ttry known to us on the New Testament for Bible 
classes n.nd Bible class teachers. 

Penllleton's Sermons. lly Rev. J . i\1. PENDLETON. 12mo, cloth, 459 I; 
pages .. ...................... ............. .. .......................... .. ............... $1 50 I , 

Baptist Denomination. By Miss M. J. WEr.sn. 18mo, cloth, 213 pages.. 60 1 

'fhis is a prize work of t.he S. B. S Union, setting forth all the com- · 
mon objections to Baptist. faith and practice macle by the Pedo­
Bapt.ist \vorld, >lnswct•ing them with such ability, and in such a 
fasciuat.ing style, as to entitle the author to the grn.titude of all 
true Baptists. 

Tln·ee Reasons Why I am a Baptist. By J. M. PENDLETON. 18mo, 
cloth, 214 pages.................. .. .......... .. ........................... .......... 60 

All who see the title to t.his little book, >>nd know the author, will at 
once recognize its value. 

Pe1lo-Baptist and Cam}Jbellite Immersions. By A. C. DAYTON. 12mo, 
cloth, 270 pages ..... .. .. . ... .. .. • ..... . . .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. ... . .. . .... . . ........ 60 

Origin of Baptists. By S. H. FoRD, LL.D. 18mo, cloth, 175 pages...... 60 
This work is a concise history,.tracing the Baptists by the mile-stones I 

of time back from the present to the days of the Apostles. 

Leall(ler Hall. By Miss A~mm WHITE. 12mo, 639 pages .................. $2 00 
Au investigation of religious truth, compi·ehending the origin and 

nature of the Church of Christ., with its l.tws and ot·dinances, em­
brn.ced in n. web of l'Omttnce, from the loom of 1·eal life. 

New Testauneut Bn.ptism. 12mo, 264 pages ....... .. ......... ................... $1 
The mode of Christian Baptism prescribed in the New 1'estament, by 

i\L Sl'UART, one of the ablest writers of the Pedo-Baptist world. 

The Old Pine Fat'lll; or, The Sontlteru Side. By a Southern country 
Minister. 12mo, 202 pages ................................................ .. .... $1 00 

I 
'l'hompsou on Fevers. By R. TuoMrsoN, M. D. 12mo, sheep, 448 pages ... $2 00 

A treatise on fever, its cause, phenomena and treatment, with an ap­
pendix, containing views on some female diseases; some diseases 
of children, etc. Every pbyaician and every fn.mily shoulcl have 
a copy. 

'fh~ Two Covenants. By M. HrLSMAN. 16mo, 119 pages................... 40 
The Abrahamic covenn.nt no ground for infant baptism. 

Baptist Facts vs. Methodist Fiction. By A. C. DAYTON. 12mo, cloth, 

I 
~:~:!~~~·i·;~~i~-;;~~1~ .. ~~-~·i·l:~~i~~~-~~~~~-M~-;~~cii~~~:. ........ ... ........... 50 

Atohenlent. By J. M. PENDLETON.... . .. .............................................. 65 
Aveng·ing of tlte Elect. By Rev. D. D. BucK. 18mo, cloth, 144 pages.. 40 

J Those who are interested in the second coming alld reign of Christ I 
~ on earth will find in this little work something to interest them. 
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