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MINUTES.

The Big Oreek iry Baptis! As-
socistion met in ita anoual  seeshon
with Shady Grove Baptist Churehy, Ful-
ton county, Arkansas, Satnrday, Sept. 12,
1591, at 11 o'clock. & m. _

According to the election of last session
the introductory sermon was preached by
Elder J. P. Lovelace; text, Matt 24:v]4
“And this Gospel of the Kingdom shall be
preached ia all the world, for & witness
unto all nations; and then sball the end
come.” He was followed by his slternate
Eld J. E. Cargill; the subject was ably
handled and attentively listened to.

Evening Session, 1 o'clock p. m. Asso-
ciation was called to order by the moder-
ator, Eld. J. P. Lovelsce, after singing
and prayer by Eld. B. L. Chadwick.

Elds. W. H. Bowling and J. E. Cargill
were appointed to read letters. Churches
were called and letters read; after which
the association proceeded te the election
of 8 moderator and clerk. Eld.J. E. Do-
ren and Bro. 8. A. Campbell were ap-
pointed tellers in said election. The
names of the churches were called whose
messengers voted for moderator and
clerk. Result: Eld J, P. Lovelace, mod-
erator, and Isham A. Lovelace, clerk.

1. Called for petitionary letters, when
Union and Spring River churches being
sound in the Missionary Baptist faith,
was received and the right hand of fel-
lowship extended to their messengers by
the moderator.

2. Called for corresponding messen-
gers from sister Associations, when Dan-
iel Beaver from White River Association
and 8. A. Campbell, from Rocky Bayou
Association, and G. W. Lewey, from Un-
ion Association, Missour; wherenpon
the Moderator extended these brethren
the right hand of fellowship, and welcom-
ed them to seats with us,

Foreign Missions - Elds H B Clinton, B
L Chadwick and J T Hadson. |
7. Home Mwsions—Eld W H Bowling
and 8 Miller and J D Bratoher, B

R Sabbath Schools—Elds J H Curgill |
J C Haywood and J B Hackette.

Finance—E R Luocas, A C MoNaim.

10. Christian Eduoation—Elds W R
Bowling, J E Cargill, H B Clinton. :
till Monday morning, 9 o'clock & m. -
Prayer by Elder H B Clintou. :

Preaching —Satarday night by Elds W
H Bowling and J C Haywood.

Sunday, 11 a. m., preaching by Elds J
E Duren and J P Lovelace. 2 o'alock p.
m. by Elds J E Cargill and T F Oazgill.
Sunday night, by Elds H B Clinton and
B L Chadwick.

Second Days Session.--Monday, 9a. m.
Sept. 14, association called to order by
the moderator, J. P. Lovelace, after sing-
ing aod prayer by M S Bishop.

‘1. Roll called and absentees marked:

2. Minutes of Saturday read and re,
ceived.

3. Called for churches not represented
on Saturday, when Cross Roads and Lit-
tle Strawberrys letters was presented,
read and messengers names enrolled.

4. Called for petitionary-letters; none.

5. Iuvitation was given to visiting
ministers. {

6. Called for report of committee on
Sabbath Schools which was received and
after remarks by several members, was
adopted.



1. Oommittes on Fisance grasted far.
ther time, -

% Commities on Paplist Litersture,
cranted farther time.

9. Called report o Home Miswinne,
which was received, and after remarks by
the hrethren, was sdopted. (appendix B)
S ) o.-udlh-um-mwd
vis: J D Bratcher, Samuel lm-rJ
Rattiea,

11. Motion that the Central Mission
Board employ 8 missonary to travel in
the bounds of this association, carried.

12 A oollection was taken up smount-
ing to $48 70 in cash and pledges for as-
socistional missions.

13. Called for report of committee on
tinance; report adopted. (See appendix C.

14 Called for report of committee on
Haptist literature, which was reoceived
end adopted. See appendix D.

15, Called for the report of the com-
mittee on Foreign Missions which was
received and after remarks by Eld W H
Bowling, was adopted. See appendix E.

16. Called for report of committee on
(Christian education, which was received,
and after remarks by J P Lovelace, ER
Lucas, W H Bowling was adopted. See
appendix F.

Adjourned to meet at 1 p. m.

Evening Session.—After singing the
association was called to order by the
moderator.

17. Called tor report nf Cantml Mis-
fion Board, which was received and
adopted. See appendixz G.

18. Called for report of Missionary,
which was received and adopted. See
appendix H.

" 18. Arranged correspondence as fol-
lows: White River association, J W
Grisso, Eld J E Cargill, E R Lucas, Jas.

Herron, R E Rickardsos, lnnhnqn
sssocistion, 3 ‘W Gibdon, Eld J P Love
Ince, 7 O Bridges, Eld J R Cooper. Ub-
jon associstion, Eld J C Haywood, W R
Cash, M 8 Bishop. Spring River associ-
stion, G B McKanghar, J B Hackette,
Jobhn Smith. Eld WH Bowling was

‘slected as delegate to the State Baptist

Convention.

20. Liberty waa selected as the place
for the next meeting of the association.

21, On motion the time of meetiog
was ohanged from second to the fourth
Saturday in September.

22. Elder J R Cooper was to preach
the Introductory sermon, with Eld B L
Chadwick, as alternate.

23. On motion it was agreed upon to
have a minister’'s and member’s meeting;
Little Strawberry Church selected as the
place of said meeting, to commence on
Fnday at 11 o'clock, a. m. before the Gth
Sunday in Deoc. 1891,

24, Eld J P Lovelace was elected to
preaclf the Introductory Sermon; Eld N
T Chadwick, as alternate.

25. - Motion that the clerk superintend
the printing of these minutes, and that he
have 300 copies printed, and have for his
services the overplas of the minute fund
after paying for the printing. Carried.

26. Motion that we tender our thanks
to Sbady Grove church and community
for kind hospitalities during the setting
of this &ssociation; carried.

27.. Adjourned to meet with Liberty
Church, ¥ulion oor.«mt ¥, Arkausus, on
Saturday 11 o'clock, a. m., before the 4tk
Sunday in September, 1892. Cloamg
prayer by E1d J E Duren. While sing-
ing, the messengers toox the parting
band. ;

Eld. J. P. Lovelace, Modorator.

Isham A. Lovelace, clerk.



Declaration of Faith.

1. We believe the Holy Bible was writ-
ten by men divively inspired, and isa
perfect treasure of beavenly instruction;
that it has God for itsa anthor, salvation
for its end, and truth without any mix-
tare of exror for its matter; that it re.
veals the principles by which God will
jndge us, and therefore is, and aball re-
mait to the end of the world; the true
center of Christian union, and the su-
preme standard by which all buman con-
duet, ereeds and opinions should be tried.

2 We believe that there is one, and on-
Iy ovoe, living and true God, an infinite
and intelligent Spirit, whose name is Je.
hova, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of
Heaven and earth; inexpressively glori-
ous in boliness, and worthy of all possi-
ble bonor, confidence and love; thatin
the unity of the Godhead, three persovs:
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
equal in every divine perfection, and exe-
cuting distinct but harmonious offices in
the great work of redemption.

8. We believe that man was created in
holiness, under the law of his maker; but
by voluntary transgression fell from that
boly and happy state, in consequence of
which, all mankind are now sinners; not
by constraint but choice; being by pature
utterly void of that holiness required by
the law of God, positively inclined to evil

and therefore under just condemnation
to eternal ruin; without defense or excuse.

4. We believe that the salvation of
sinners is wholly of grace through the
mediatorial offices of the Son of God,
who by the appointment 'of the Father,
freely took upon him our nature yet with-
out sin—honored the divine law by bhis
personal obedience, and by his death,

made a full attonment for our sins—-that °

having risen from the dead. He is now

enthroned in Heaven, and uniting his in

wonderful person the tenderest sympa-

thies with

ery way qualified to be an all-Sufficient
avior,

divine perfections. He is ey-

the promise of eternal life on pnncx;l.
of nghteousness; that it is bestowed not
in consideration of any works of righte.
oustess which we have done, but enlely
through faith in the Redeemels blood;
by virtue of which faith His perfoct right.
oonsness is freely imputed to us of God; f
that brings as into a state of most bless
ed peace and favor with God, and secures
every other blessing for time and eternily,
6. We believe that the blessingsof
salvation are made free to all by the gos.
pel; that it is the immediate duty of al}
to accept them by a oo:_'d:‘l.hz:ﬂu( and
obedient faith; and that |
the salvation of the greatest sinneron
earth but his own determined depravity
and voluntary rejection of the :
which rejection involves him in an aggre-
vated condemnation, I
7. We believe that in order to be say.
-a‘
z

ed sinners must be regenerated or born
again—that regeneration in give
ing a holy disposition to the mind that it
eff in & manner above our compre-
bension by the power of the Holy Spirit,
in connection with the divine truth, so as
to secure our voluntary obedience to the .
gospel, and that its proper evidence ap-
pears in the holy fruits of repentance,
faith and newness of life, * A
8. We believe that repentance and
faith are sacred duties and inseparable
graces, wrought in our souls by the re-
generating Spirit of God; whereby being |
deeply convinced of our guilt, dangerand
helplessness, and of the way of salvation:
by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned:
contrition, confession and_ suplication for
mercy, at the same time heartily receiv-
ing the Lord and Savior Jesns Christas
our Prophet; Priest and King, and rely-, _
ing on himaloue as the only and all-suffi-
cient Savior. B
9. We believe that election is the eter-
nal purpose of God according to which
He graciously regenerates, sanctifies and
saves sinners, that being perfectly con-
sistent with the free agency of man, 1t}-_, ¢




whotions
deplay of God's soversign goodness be-
ing petfectly free, wise, boly and un.
rhangeable; \
toasting and promotes bumility, love,
prayer, praise, trust in God active
imitation of his free merey; that it en-
courages the nse of mesns in the hi
degree; that it may be ascertained by its
effects in all who truly believe the gus
pel; that it is the foundation of Christian
sssurapce and that to ascertain 1t with

regurd to ourselves demsands and de- Yrend

serves the utmost dill N

10. We believe that Sanctification is
the process by which, sccording to the
will of God, we are made pertakers of his
boliness; that it is & progressive work;
that it is begun in regeneration; and that
it is carried on in the hearts of believers
by the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit, the sealer and comforter, in the
continual use of the appointed means—
especially the word of self-examina-
tion, sell-denial, watchfulpess and prayer.

11. We believe that such only are trae
believers as endure to the end; that.their
preserving attachment to Christ is the
grand mark which distinguishes them
from superficidl professors—that a spe-
cial Providence watches over their wel-
fare and they are kept by the power, of
God through faith unto salvation.

12. We believo that the law of God is .

the eternal and unchangeable rule of
His moral government—and it is holy,

just and good, and that the ingbilify

which Scriptares aseribe to fallen men to
fulfill precepts, arises entirely from their
love of sin—to deliver them from which,
and to restore them through & mediator
to unfeigned obedience to the holy law,
18 one great end of the g I and the
means of grace connected with the estab-
lishment of the visible churéh,

13. We believe that a visible church

of Christ is a congregatiop of baptimd
believers, associated by covenant in thé
faith and fellowship of the gospel; ob-
serving the ordinance of Christ: govern-
ed by His laws; and exercising the gifts
and privileges invested in them by His
word—that its only scriptural officers are
bishops or
auabfication and claims and duties are

pastors and deacous whose ,

defined is the Rpistles of T5 and
E; mothy

14 wemntmm;mmmmn
s the 1o ot in water of & over
into the name of the Fatler Son and Ho-
Iy Spirit, to show forth in a solema and
beantifal emblem our faith in the oruci.
fled, buried and risen Savior with its of-
fect, in our death to sin and resurrection
to & new life-that it is a pre-request to
the priviloges of a charch relation and to
the I's supper—io which the mem-
bers of the chureh by the sacred use of
n‘zf‘vino.alr: tod%::&mmhh»
m Yo -—-M-
oddnnl;mmn sell-examination,

15. We believe that the first day
of the week is the Lord's day er
Cbristiao Sabbath. and it is to be kept
sacred to religionus purpose by abstain-
ing from all secular rand sinful rec-
reation, by the devout observance of all
the means of grace, both of private and
public, and by preparation for that rest
that m-mﬁ" or the people of God.
<16, We believe that the Civil Govern-
ment is divine sppointment, for the in-
terest and good order of human society;
and that magistrates are to be prayed for,
ooy e things oppased 43 e wiA of s
oept in things op -to t of our
Lord Jesus, who is the only Lord of the -
conscience and the Prince of Kings of
the earth. :

"17. We believe that there is a radical
and essential difference between the righ-
teous and the wicked; that such only as
through faith are justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the
spirit of our God, are truly righteous in
his esteem; while all such as contihue in
impenitefice and unbelief are in his sig}:
wicked and under curse; and this di
tinction holds among men both in_and
after death.

18. We believe that the end' of the
world is aplproaqhing; that at the last day
Christ shall decend from Heaven and
raise the dead from the grave to final ret- -
ribution; that a solemn separation will -
then take place; that the wicked will be -
judged to endless punishment, and the
righteous to endless joy; and that this

judgment will fix forever the final state -

of men in Heaven or hell, on principles
of righteousness. - :



Arvnwsre A —We yowr committes om Sablath
Schonls bey loave o bt the following: We
Tk fhe traming of the mind of the child in the
trathead the Bible s very secuieary = Selngpeg
hem 15 Chrst.  Therrdore o Aveommend that ench
Clomseh i Big Creed Assewintion onpanice Sabbath
whele, snd 12at wr roresewnd the O8d a0d New

s J. C. Haywood, J. E. Curgill, and Jas. B.
Hachatts commmition.

Arrewnty B.—Desr brethren your commitiee on
Hoome Mission would respectiully make our repors
s follows, knowing ss we do that there it & great
destitution in our boands., We recommend that the
moderator appoint one memnber in each church to
comstitate 3 home micsion bonrd and it shall be their
duty to labor with their retpective chiurches to raise
means (o sepport & missonary, and the moderator
appoint three 10 conststute the central board. And
if the association prefers, it can elect and employ &
rmssionary, and in case it does not, it shall be the
duty of the céntral board to employ one at once; and
the bome mission board is to confer with the central
board and report amount collected and turn over to
the centrzl board said amount by the first of March,
i And that each male member in this associa-
tion be requested to pay at least one dollar and the
sisters do at least something for the support of the
hiome mission cause.  And it shall be the duty of the
ceniral board to pay Elder W. H. Bowling the
amount due him for work done this year. And we
carnestly request that a strong eflort  be put forth at
once while there is something in  the hands
of the Dbrethren, and try to secure a sufficient
+om to keep a missionary in the field for all the year.
We earnestly ask every church and each member of
" the different churches to give their hearty co-opera-

tion inthis grand work; and if all will do this our
hearts will be made glad when we hear one year -
irom now the report what the Lord has done for the
people in the bounds of Big Creek association. Re-
* pectfully submitted.. J. D. Bratcher, cham.

APPENDIX C.—We your committee on Finance, the
amount received from the churches for minute fund,
$:5.70. Respecttully submitted. ;

E. R. Lucas, A. C. McNairn, committee.

APPENDIX D.—We your committee on Baptist
Literature would respectfully submit the following:
The Holy Bible being the inestimable gift of God to
w2an as a ruleand guide to his faith and practice, we
would earnestly recommend to the brotherkivod jts °
prayerful study. We would recommend that the
brethren read our state paper, the Arkansas Baptist
and such other Baptist literature as is in their reach,

G. W. Gibson, J. W. Grisso, EM. J. R. Cooper,
committee, :

Arrazory E «We voor commnilioe on Fordes
s et the folowieg B cor fervign, .
siom [ armal we lemrn. Dt there src thore men snd
wommen needed to €11 the stajiome in forvign Beids,
and we canect send the mevdied help withount mpee
mewns.  We therefore recomnmend that ench chusel
in our bosads take wp a collection st Wheir regaicy
merteg = December 1800, and forward e sune o
our foreign mission board, and report the amwant o
our peat associatioo.

Eid. H. B. Clinton, chairman,

Arrrxotx F.<~We your committes on christivg
education beg leave 1o submit the following: Where.
as the canse af chiislun education is now amivers.
ally recogaizrd by Baptists as being of parsmennt
wmportance in uplifting the masses to 3 Mgher plase
of christian civilization. £

Whereas our public schoolt in many places are
largely brought under infidels and worldly senti.
ments. We would therefore recommend that o
association would rally te the support of the Mt
Home and Ouchita Baptist Colleges belleving it to
be cur duty to educate our children in our owg
schoals when it can be done.

Eid. H. B, Clinton, Jhairman.

Arrexpix G.—Dear brethren the Home mission
board, appointed at your last association, do make
the following report: 1st. Employed Eid. W.H. :
Bowling, as missionary, at onc dajlar and a half per
day, to preach and work in the eastern bounds of the
association, for whieh service we have paid him
thirty-five dollars and 95 cents. Ballance due him
for his service as missionary, forty-six dollars and
$5 cents. J. D. Bratcher, chairman.

Arrexpix H.—~1I, your missionary, that was am-
ployed by your board to travel in the eastern part of -
Big Creek Association the past vear, do report as §
follows.” Miles traveled 355; Sermons preached 62;
exhortation, 15; organized one church; conversion,
30; baptisms, 19; received by letter 4; days work g5;
received for my service, $35.95; ballance due $46.3¢
Respectfully submitted.

Eld. W. H, Bowling, Missionary. o

The following named brethren were appointed
2gents to collect funds for associational missionsand
co-operate with the central mission board, viz:

Mt. Zion, J. D. Cochran; Cross Roads, J. H.
Chadwick; Shady Grove, S. @liver; Liberty, B.L.
Chadwick; New Prospect, A. C. McNairn; Pleas:” -
aat Grove, C. L. Foust; Viola, J. E. Cargill; En-
terprize, J. W. Grisso; Little Strawberry, Jno. Chad- o
wick; Liberty Hill, Isham A. Lovelace; Oak Grove
D. McElmurry; Mt. Pleasant, N. Arnold; Maced
nia, J. H. Copeland; Bethlehem, S. J. Wilson; Shi-
loh, Wm. Mize; Pleasant Ridge, J. T. Hudson;
Spring River, G B McKanghan; Union, W R Cash.

el U S SE o
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Order of Business,

1. Call the roll.

2 Reading the minutes of Saturday.

3. Renew the eall for unrepresented
churches,

4 Renew the invitation for charches
bearing petitionary letters. ?
5. Renew invitation to visiting ministars

6. Renew invitation to corresponding
TeRgengers.

7. Call for report of Committee on
Sabbath Schools.

8. Call “tor report of committee on
Finance.
9. Call for report of committee on
Baptist Laterature,
10. Call for report of committee on
Home Missions. i
(1L Call for report of committee on
Foreign Mission.
J2 Call for report of committee en
Christian Education.
13. Call for report of Missionary board
14. Appoint corresponding muessengers
to sister Associations. : 3
15. Select a place for holding next As-
roclation. § Ve
16, Select a brother to preach the In-
im(i uctory Sermon.
17. Miscellaneous business.

Names cf clmrches and messengers: Mt Zion—W
H Bowling, $am Miller, G W Gibeon and G Bridges
Shady Grove—] R Cooper, R E Richardson H Holt,
§ Ofiver; Liberty—B L Chadwick, N T Chadwick,
] W Battles, E R Lucas; Oak Grove—W D Claxon
D McRBimurry, John McCandlis; Liberty Hill—I31
B Clinton, ] P Lovelace, I A Lovelace; New Pros-
pect € McNairn, Wm Floyd; Pleasant Grove—
J g ywood, W A Holloway, C I. Foust; Viola—
J E Cargill; Eaterprise—] W Grisso, Jas Herron;
Macedonia—Wm Tally, | H Copeland, W W Hum-
phries; Mt Pleasant—] H Hackette, Newton Ar-
nold, ] B Hackette;. Bethichem—S ] Wilson; Pleas-
agt Kidpe—]'T Hudsong Shiloh—W A Mize; Un-
jon—M S Bishop, W R Cash; Spring River—G B
McKanghan; Cross Roads—] £ Chadwick, L
White; Little Strawberry—Jao dwick.




Constitution.
Art 1. This Association thall be bavwa by sawve
of e “Big Creeh Mistiwnary Bapist Aseociation™
Ast. 5. The memdurs compesing the andus! mert-
ings of the Associatim shall comsist of the messen-
gere sent by the (heeches,

Art 3 mwmhuyemiaum
annwal meetinge, thall not exceed ¢ Fom each chwrch.
Art & The Avsocistion shall swet antenily, ot
#urh tire and place 28 Dave previonsly agpoieted.
Art. & The officers of this Assdciation shall com-
wist of & Maderntor, Clerk, and Treasurer, who shall

e
-

i of the body.

Art. 8. This Asseciation shall have no power to
control or reguiate the internal affairs or discipline
of any charch, but it may sdopt or recommend all
such measures ad vhall be considered best calculated
to produce the harmony and prosperity of the church-
cs, #nd to advance the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and
advise and consult upon matters as the churched
may At any time present for their considerstion and
advice. It may receive churches in this Association
or dismiss churches from the body, inguire into the
state of Religion on its bounds, and suggest meas.
wres for its advancement, and be a common bood of
Union among the churches, but shall not exercise
any legislative power over the churches.

Art. 7. This constitution may be amended at any
n.ulumedingbyav«eoﬂwothnrdsdhm

mmmvu notice hshua‘i.‘ ata
Bnhso_fnm

t. The Association shall commenee with Religi-
ous exercises and a sermon from some preacher, who

shall have been pnvmﬂ\ appointed, uniess the
Association shall otherwise

3. The moderator of the lutmsionshauprtndc.
and the former cletk shall act (provided they attend)

of the Mrssengers, anmwally '

wntil i Jetters frmem the churches conaeeted
the hody shall have been read snd & moderatae
ehe=d sppesnted.

3. It shall be the duty of the moderator 1o pre
over the mertings Furing it session, and
commmifieet (umarts the Associetion shall
dirper.} preserve arder, reprnve impropeieties (|

cept am appeal is made to on-u-gb,m
e T ST
rect wiwuies if

- mmmm..mmd
credimgs of the meeting, M“M.‘

lowship, when attending our annual meetings,
be invited to seats as corréspondents, and
meetings shall always be opened and closed
prayer.

7. Every member may speak twice on oue
in debate before the meeting, but nn more withou
leave, and when speaking stand and address th
Moderator, and use decorus and christian et
and no member shall absent himself from the
ation during the session without leave; and am
pamvh“vbhnﬂunldun s titutio

be reproved as the association shull
r'oper

8. These rules may be amended by & m
the members present at any regular mecting.

'S mmmwmum
dinary expenses of the body, such as m
minutes and paying the travcling expenses of sud
members as the association may send 1o other bodie

1. A public collection shall be taken up at ese
‘n:.do-.dd.lp:r;bnchw

_—
—

SU BSCﬁBEﬁRrTHE
Fulton4County ¢ Informer,

The Laboring Man’s Advocate fol
“Justice, Equlty and Right.

IT BATTLES FOR YOUR CAUSE!
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