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CONSTITUTIO~. 

ARTICLE I. This as~ociation shall be called and known by the 
name of the "White R1 ver Baptist Association ." 

ARTICLE II. The members composing the annual meetings of 
the association shall consist of the messengers sent by the 
churches. 

ARTICLEUI. The messengers sent by the churches to the an
nual meetings shall not exceed four from each church. 

ARTICLE IV. The association shall meet annually at such time 

and place as shall have been pre"wusly appointed. 

ARTICLE V. The Officers of this association shall consist of a 
moderator, clerk and treasurer, who shall be chosen by a majority 

of the messengers. annunlly, at the annual meetings of the body. 

ARTICLE VI. This association shall have no power to control 
or regulate the internal affairs or discipline of any church. but it 
may adopt and r ecommend all such measures as shall be consid
ered best calculated to produce the harmony and prosperity oft he 

churches. and to ad vance the Redeemer's kingdom, and advise and 
consult upon such matters as the churches may at any time pre
!-lent for their consideration and ad vice. And it may receive 
churches into this association or dismiss churches from the body, 

inquire into the state of religion in its bounds, and suggest meas
ures for its advancement. and be a common bond of union among 
the churches, but shall not exercise any legislative power over the 
c burches. 

ARTICLE vrr. This coostitu tioo may be amended at any reg
ular meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, 
provided notice bas been given at a previous meeting. 
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The White River Baptist Association convened with Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church, Baxter County, Arkansas, on Friday, 
SeptemberS, 1905, at 10 o'clock, the Moderato1·and Clerk present. 
The body was called to order by the Moderator, Elder B. L. Bay· 
less. 

Elders J . G. Walker and W. D. White were elected to preach 
the introductory ·set:mon. both being present. Elder J. G. Walker 
took for his text the 5th verse of the 20th chapter of John. Elder 
W. D. White closing. 

The letters from the seve1·al churches were called fm· and pre
sented and read by Elder J . G: Walker and Brother C. J. Horn. 

The body went into the election of officers which resulterl in 
the re-election of the old officers: Elder B. L . Bayless, Mode1·ator; 
L . E. TQcker, Clerk; J. G-. Dillahunty, Treasurer. 

Call for p-etitionary letters. . 
The following commit tees were appointed : 

On Divine Service-Brethren M.P. Covington. J. C. Coffee, V. W. Barnett., C. 
J . Horn . 

On Finance- H. L. Stanley, H. M. Horn. G. W. Rayless. 
On RAsolution - Elder J . Baker, Brethrel) J. G Dillahunty. E. W. Owen. 
On Home Missions-Elder H . H. H ilton, Brethren L.A. Morton . A. F . Bayless. 
On State· Missons- Elders J. G. Walker, J. H. Marler. Brethren S. B. Suggs, J. 

I!'. Finley. 
On Foreign Missions- .. Elders J. B. Smith, J . B. Swanner, Brethren J. A. Pascoe 

E. M. McCarty. ' 
On Deceased Ministers-Elder W. D. White, Rretbren J.P. WPbb. J. L Paul. 
On Sahbath Schools- Brethren C. J . Horn. L A _Morton, A. L l<''irestonP. 
On Temperance -Elders J. G. Walker, N. C. Danner, Brethren J. A. Pascoe. A. 

B. Walton . 
. On Baptist Literature-Elder J . G. Walker, Brethren J . L. Paul, Johrl Wehb, 

_ Foster Hand. 
·on Education - Elders H. H. Hilton, John Smith. Brethren John Webb, L A. 

Morton, W. H Douglass. 
On Woman's Work-Elder W. D. White, Brethren J . M. Casey, J. L. Paul. 
On Destitution-Elder J. H. Marler, :Br·eth'ren W. B Easley. C. ·F. Stone. 
On Orphan Home- Elders H. H. Hil ton. J. G Walker. BrothN J. L. Gilliland. 
On Obituary--Elders W. J. Gray, J. B. Smith. ~· H . Hilton, J. C. Keeter. 

A motion to take recess until 2 o'clock pre\·ailed. Prayer by 
ElderS. L . Holloway. 

Friday at 2 p.m. the body met pursuant to adjournment. Pray
er by Elder H. H . Hilton. 

The call for corresponding messengers was r e newed, where
upon, Elders L . S . Ballani, W. H. Horton. S. A. Marchant from 
Rocky Bayou came forward and were seated by the Moderator, 
a1so ElderS. L . Holla\\o'ay was seated as a corresponding messen-
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~·• • t'. J. W. 'owd n'v, W. M. Bar kv1· wt'r p r s nt a nd Slat •d a ~ 

1 i ~<~ i l i ng m ~~ ' nge r !; . 
l' ul ~o f Decorum wer e th en r ead by Br:otb e r· L . A . Mor ton: 
Appointm ents of c,orresponding mess engers to s ister a~~or i a

l ton we r e : Rocky Bayou - Brethren T . H. H orn. G. W. A ng lin, 
W. J. G ray ; Cr ooked Creek--Elders J. G. Walker, J . B. Swa ntwr, 
lit (• threo L. E . Ti.lcker, J. G. Dillahun1y, T. 0. Horn ; Blu e Moun· 
t tin - Brother Eugene Horton . 

I\ motion to take recess until8:30 Saturday morni ng prevailt•cl. 
l't·aye r by Elder J. G. Walker . 

S;~tu rday morning. September 9th, 1905, th e body met pe r !'iuant 
to ncljournment. Prayer by Elder W. D. ·White. 

A call for report of corresponding messengers. wher eupon, 
llt·ot hers T. H. Horn and N . A. Tucker stated that the y had visit
o•d Rocky Bayou asso<;iation and found them working earnes tl y for 
till· Master 's cause and enjoyed themselves immensely while in 
tht' it· meeting-s . , . . 

Brothers L. E. Tucker and J. L . Duncan stated that th ey hacl 
vi 1-1 ited Crooked Creek association and found them earnes tl y en· 
g-aged for the Master's cause and also that they were well en te r·· 
t.Li ned and enjoyed the association of the brethren. 

O n motion the regula r order of business was dispensed with for· 
the p resent and by a majority vote New Athens church was s e lect· 

cl as the place to holrl the next meeting of thts association and t he 
d~te selected. was Thursday ;;tt 10o'clock before the second S ttn day 
in Se ptember, 1906. 

O n motion the body held an election for some one to preach the 
int roductory sermon and the choice fell to ~lder W. D. White ancl 
(;)Jd t:r B. L . Bayless as alternate. 

A motton to take r ecess until 2 o'clock prevailed. Praye r by 
l•;ld er J. Baker. 

T he body was then called to ord'er by the Moderator. 
By motion the body took up a collection for foreign mission . . 

Received from the several churches $6 in cash and $41.75 in pledg
es to be· paid during the associatLon year 1.906. 

A motion to take recess until8 o'clock Monday prevailed. Pray
r by Elder W . A. Collis. 
The following brethren preached during the s'ittings of t his 

body towit: Elder J. G. Walker, text: 5 verses of the 20th cha pter 
of John, preached Friday morning; Elder W. M. Baker, 3 ve r ses 
of the first cl-tapter .of 2nd. Cor., preached Friday night; Elder W. 
H. Horton. whose text was Mathew 7-22, preached Saturday mor n
ing at 11 o'clock; ElderS. A. Marchant. text: 35 verses of the 13th 
chapter of John, preached Saturday night; Elder S. L. ~olloway 
tex t: 1st. Cor. 15, 3 and 4, preached Sunday morning. ElderS. L. 
Ballard text: last verse of the 13th chapter of 1st. Cor. preach ed 
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.'unday .,. •ning·; Ji; Jd · r W. A. Coll iH, t l•x t : 23<~2 c ha pte r pr LuiH·, 
preache d unclay n ight. 

At 8 o'clock Monday morning the body met pursuant to adjourn
ment. Pr-ayer by Elder H. H. Hilton. 

'The body was called to order by the Moderator. 
Report on deceased ministers was made and adopted. The 

body w.as called in, prayer by the Moderator, the prayer was led 
by Elder J. G. Walker. 

A motion made and adopted that this body retain the same boarcl 
- as before with the vaca11cies being filled by the bretht·en, the board 

is composed of Charley Haley, L. E. 'Tucker. Frank Copeland, W . 
H. Roberts. M. P . . .Coventon, A. S. Wood, Jim Powell. H. M. Hom, 
D. C. Gregory, W . B. Easley. J. G. Dillahunty, G. W. DePriest; E . 
Hogan, E. M. McCarty, W. P. Heard, E . .. F. Hand, J. _M. Casey. 
G. W. Bayless, James Finley, John P. Webb, one from each church 
in the association. 

By motion the body took recess 'till 2 p. m. Prayer by Elder 
W. D. White. 

Monday at 2 p.m. the body met pursuant to arljou rnment. Pray
er by the Moderator. 

By motion the -money that was collected on Sundav be paid ovet· 
to the tt·easurer of the White River association to be used for 
missionary purposes in this association. 

By motion this body changed its time of meetings from Frtday 
at 10 a. m. to Thursrlay at 10 a. m. before the second Sabbath in 
September, 1906. Introductory sHmon to be preached by Elder 
W. D. White, Elder B. L. Bayless as altemate. 

By motion the role was eall.ed and absentees noted. _ 
Reports on committes were called for anrl the following reports 

made: 
On Woman's Work- We your committee beg leave to submit 

the following: Realizing the beneficiary influence of women in 
our churches we would recommend the urgmg by pastors and 
c:hurch members the active duty of women in raising money for 
missions, for in their consecration to God they w1eld a wonderful 
influence over the aged and the young. 

ELDER W. D. WmTE, Chairman. 
On Deceased Ministers- We find during our last association 

year that God in his wisdom and mercy has seen fit to preserve 
the lives of all of our ministers. therefor!'! let us thank God for His 
watchful care and protection of them. 

ELDER W. D. WHlTE,·Chairman. 
On Finance- Your committee begs leave to r eport as follows: 

Received for minutes' fund, $23.50; associational funds for home 
missions, $4.01, making all in the hands of yoyr commit tee a total 
of $28.51. H . L. S't'ANLEY, Chait'man. 



!'4ta t1• M iHHions Y nu r rt>rn m i ltl'l' i>l'l-fH h•a Vl' tv r 'J>lli"L nH followl-: 
I'" lli;r,ing- the great n d of !'!tat mi!-;t·lion work, we would ;t!-;1\ that 
t l11· l>rcthrcn pray and ask God to send more laborers into th e 
,, 111 •ya rd and that we a ·k that the brethren give more of their 
IIH'ans for this. cause. ELDER J. H. MARLER, 'Chairman. 

On Bapti t Literature-We your committee beg leave to report 
1 follows: Fir-st, we VI.Ould urge the careful study of God's word, 
lli1• Bible. Second, all good sound Baptist literature. 

ELDEI{ J. G. WALKER, Chairman. 
Mi!'>sionary Board-We your missionary board beg leave to r e

port as follows: Received from all sources tor this associ a tiona I 
\'l':t r, $55.86. Paid to Brother Skiver $5. Paid to pastor at Cotter 
• h\1rch $20. Paid to G. M. Taylor for pa<;torial work at Blooming 
(:rove, $5. Paid Brother J. C. Cooper for mission wol"'{ $10. P aid 
out $41.00, balance on hand $11.75. We 'the board 'recommend the 

arne ·plan for assoctational work. J. P. WEBB, Chairman. 
8al>bath School-We your committee on Rabbath Schools be!? to make the fol 

l .. wi ng- report: Soul saving is the only work that our Saviour commanded hia 
diRcirles to do. He said follow Me and I will make you fishers of men. PA.ul's 
mnauming desire was that be might save mP.n, again he ~aid we are laborers to
~:«•ther with Goil. If we as Baptists are to carry out the will and spirit of the 
M HRter we should not neglect the teaching service of the church, the Bible is the 
l.nxt book, the gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyope that believ
lolh . We believe that the Lord l11ys upon us the great ·and important duty of 
I onching the scriptures and leading the young to a saving knowledge of the Christ 
and that t.his ean be done as effectually perhRps in the Sunday Scho6l as in any 
11ther way. We recommend that it is the sense of this bpdy that every church in 
this associAtion shonkl ·ha,·e the pastors and members do all in their power to 
hring about this resu)t.. , C. J. HoRN, Chairman. 

On Resolutions-We your committee on resolutions beg to submit the following 
··oport.: Whereas much of the lan~um· which characterizes the churches of this 
ns~oeiation seems to result directly from inactivity of the memberRhip at large, 
t.herefore he it resolved. first. that the entire membership of thiR body be urged 
f,o use t.heir utmoRt clilligence to diffuse into the various churches a greater love 
ror the· MRster's cause; ~econd. that the:v be asked to give more freely of t.he 
menns to the preaching of the gospel within the bounds of this association. 

J. G. DrLLIHUNTY. Chairman. 
On Education We your committee on education beg leave to submit the fol

lowing report: Believing that education means development. we further believe 
that ignorance is the greatt>'st, barrier to the advancement of Christ's kingdom, 
therefore we appeal to the Baptists of the White River aRSO<'iation asking them 
t.o enter heartily into the wo··k of.eclucating our youths in Baptist schools. The 
8Rptist of Arkansas have six E>ehools within our state, two colleges. (Ouachita 
college at Arkadelphia ancl Central College at Conway) alFo four academies. 
These schools are and should ever be first in our minds and nearest our hearts, 
we command them one Rnc] all to the support of our churcheE>. Our school at ) 

( Mountain Home within the bounds of the White River associatioa, we especially 
{ !1ommend to our cburehes for its t,horoug'h work and the christian standara there 

maintained. It needs your sons and daughters, it needs your money, your pray· 
&·s. Let us one and all rally to its support. CoMMITTEE. 

Foreign Missions - We your committee 90 foreign missions beg leave ~o report 
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<>•• iut" rill till' wntld 1111d Jm•nt'lt thiiJCtl"l'''lln "''l'rY me:tttu·o, uj(nin II•• f'llitl Y" 
ahulll>a witnt'sl'eauntu Mo in ,J<,ruaulolll and .Judin lllld S<un11rit1 und nnt<t tlw 
utt~.>rmost part or the earth, again it ye lol'e Me yl! will kei'p my word. 11 II· I 
therefore of C•ur love for Him and one anotht:r i,; to be found in our J!h·im: mn 
~h·es and our mane~·"ib the carrying the gosrel "hi•·b is the powt>r or God uuln 
8\'eryone that belie\'es to the lost c>t all the ea.;th. There is nooe othPr nam~ Ill' 
I'll uorter heaven nor among mtln whet"3by wt~ can be san-d. therefot·e Wt' re•·•utt 
m~nd tbllt the pastors and preacliers of this asaocint10n give more or Lheir t itnt• 
in preaching anrl tenchiol! the people with references to tbiR greal Bible doctt•itw 
ancl that they lead their brethr~n and tbe churchas in gi.,in~ or Lheir money I•• 
sustain the lrlissionnriPs DO\\' in the tureign fi .. ld and fm the support of utlwr11 
whom the Master muy call in.to 1 he harve'st. 

John B. Swanner. J. B. Smith. J H P11scoe, E M. McCarty, Commita•P. 
Oo Destitution - \Ve your cnm'mittee beg le'IVe 10 make lhe r .. !lowio!l' rt>porl 

We lind b_v innstlg1tTion that tbe !lestit;1tinu in the honncl~< of 1h1s ~ssoci~ttion if' 
~rent, people nre dyin~ andgoinsc to HE~IIwhile we aN failin~ to do our duly in 
trying to supply the dE>stitution in tbis association. ThE~rt>fore we would UTJ:t( 

upon the churches to take this matter io hand and supply the destitution io thf 
bounds !•f this nsoociation with Baptist preachin~. Believing ns we do that th~ 
com1nission was given 10 the church to gu into all the world and preach tht' gtl!> 
pei to all the wudd. Believing that this is our •1uty as the church of Christ. we 
would urge upon all the churches or tbis aS-.~ointion tu supply the ~?reat destit u 
tion in our boundary with Baptist preaching. Et.T>ER J. H. :UARL£1:. Chairm»n. 

Report on Destitution by motion be amended That this body retllio a committN> 
ns a mi~ionnt·y bonrd for tbe p•1rposto of doing miSI!iooary work in thi~< "~ociation. 

'rbe repol't or the missioJ)aty borml of this hody is liS follows: Met and O£g<UI 

izetl by elt!cting John P. Webb ns chairman, L E. 'I'ue}ker. secreta•·:v. and J. 0. 
O•llahunty. trensurer. Our meetings will be held eYerv Fifth S tt urflay at 2 p.m. 
where the Firth Sunday meetin.ll il' in session. L E. 'l'UCKl:R. Cb~ti-rman. 

On .femperance-We the committee on temperance su~bmit the following re· 
port: Realizio~ that tip(.lling and flr~m-drioking is 110e of tht' grMtest CAUSelf 

known to our dny and time, knowing that it hreaks down the full works of public 
protection and counteracts the Slife ~t1ards of the home and certailnl~r destroys 
the manhoocl.anc:l t.he indi.,idual usefulness of e1·eryone that IJRrtakes of it. there· 
Core we earnestly recommend that the cburebe~~ of thie a-soeiation c11refull~· dis 
t-inlint> their mem~rs l\'bo nre addicted to drinkinJ:r or deal iu an~· way. furtbt>r
more that wP unqualifiedly endmse Rrotber E W. Y!voney an?- hi~ rleput eR for 
their faithfulness in upholding the law as touching the liquor trnffic. further ,;till 
we desire to recommend that (wery Baptist voter withhold his support from all 
int1indunls !or poliLical prt~ference whn 1h·inks or deals in intoxicnnts in anyway. 

J. G. Walkt>r. J. ~. PascCX'. A B. Walton. S . C . DannPr. 
The following ordnioed mi01stars tbnt were prt-sent that belt>llg to the White 

ltiver Baptist ~s:sociation were AS follows: 
Elc\ers H. H. Hilton, W. D. White. B L. BnyleRs •• J. U. Walkt'r J. B. Ma~ler. R 

L Barnett .. J. A. Copeland, John Smith, H. C Danner, John H. S\,·nnner. S. L. 
HllllR'o>lly. J. Baker. 

Resoh·ed that this body ten•lEir to the Mount Pleasant church nnil f'.<lmmunity 
their most heartfelt. tbauks Cor their generous hospitality durill#! the l'illinw; nr 
this bo<iy. prayinsr tbat the blessingo or G1d mny r~st upon this church and com
munity. 

0'1 motton thifl l)ody adjourned tn meet l''ith New Athens cb.nrch. B •xtl'rcoun-
ty. Arkansas on 'rhursday at 10 o'clock before tho RPcond Suutl.cy in Sl'ptemher • 
. \. D. 1906. ELDF.R B L BAYLr.S.'\, ;\fo(lerator. 

L. E. Tr-CKF.R, CIPrk. 
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CHl.'RCHES ~IESS"j;:XGERS PASTORS CLERKS 

Be~hel _ .. . _ _ ... E M McCa r ty . .-.... .. . .. -· .... -.. . . ........ .......... ... ___ , ... ........ Elder J G Walker ... J G·McCarty ...... .... .. 
B ming Gnwe_ ._.... Marion Casev, Will Clem ... .... ... .. .. .. .... ~ --·- .. · ..... .. .. .. .. ... . Elder G M Taylor ........... J W Reed .... -.- .. .... _ .. ., 

~H~:.~a-~t-~s_t ::: ... l W<Igw"fn~e~~~n~r,_ J.o.hp. ~ "'·e-~b, ']ie~ry -~. We_bb. ·:_:_-_._ .. . ·: ·. :-:: ·: ; :·::::: EEEllld~eeer~ JWN:tfw'e~hn·,.~t_ee.~.: ... · -. ·.-.·.-.. ·.·.· .· . HTC TOHrH~ooocerd''m·a· " . .. :.: ·_· 
H opewell ..... .. .. .. ..... C J H orn, J L Wilkie, H M Horn, T H Horn ............. ·-· .. . ... . ..... _ D _ . . _ . 
_J:ountain Home .... .. .... J L Paul , W H 0 9uglass , LA Morton ... -.. .. ......... .. ........... .. ........ .. . ' E .... 

1
.d. e .. r .B .. -.L' .. B. ·a· y .. l·e·" ... S .. ·.·. ·.-. · . . ·~ ·.·.·. · · LMAMMeonrtko,.nns ... ·.·.-.. ·.·· 

Mount a in Grove .. . .. ... Eldl'r J Baker .... .. ..... - ........ .. ..... .......... ---.. ·--·- ...... ....... _.. ...... .. .. , . J: . 
Mount Plea s anL ....... _ Elder H H Hilton, M P Coven ton, J <..:Coffee, Z W Barnett.. .. .. ..... : Elder H H Hilton .. . . ... _ .. , Z W Bamett _ ... . 
Xe"- Athens _..... .. ....... T J Copeland, S C Talbert, oW BEasley, Henry Smith ... Elder J F Cox.. ..... .... .... .. S C Talbert.. .... .. 
Xe"· Hope ..... .. . _... .. . J G Dillahunty, John Jame.;, A L Firestone, John Homer... Elder J G Walker _.... J G Dillahunty ... . 
Xew Harmony .... ... .. Elder B L Bayless, J R Finley, A F Bayless '...... . .. .. ........ . EEllddeerr BJ. HL MBaayrlleesrs .... ·.·.·. ........ . JMFDjCFoyue

11
netr@ .... ·.··. 

Oak Gro,·e .... .. .. -._ .... .. )l:lder J B Smith .... • .. . : .. _ ... _ .. __ ....... . . 
Oakland .. .. ...... _ .. .. . C F Stone .... .. .. .. ..... ,... .. .. . :...... .. .. . . .. .. .. ... .. .. .... . . . . . . . ..... ..... Elder J B Smith .... .. .. ........ C F Stone .... .. . 
Pilgrim R et..... ... . . Elder~ W D White, J' H Marler, R L BaTnett, L T Marler. Elder W D White , .. .. .. ..... rL T MarleF, .......... .. 
Pleasan t Hill ........ H C Stan-ley, l,eff Gray, S D Gleen, James Keeter ...... .. .... ... Elder J G Walker.. ... ..... T W Depriest ... ...... .. . 
Palestine ....... .. ......... . N M Hays, Levi Gilliland . . .. .. _ . .. 1 . ... .... . .. .. ..... .... .... Elder J B Smith :. .. . ... ..... J E Eubanks ....... .. . . 

iJ ,.er S hade .... . G W Bayless, J A Pascoe.... . .... . .. . .... .. . .. .... .. ..... .. .... .. .. ...... ....... Elder B L Bayless .... . ..... John Noe .... ........ . 
Wbite.-ille ..... . Elde r J G Wall<er, L E Tucker, S B Suggs, A B Walton ..... .. Elder J G Walker .. L E Tuck~r ...... .. .. 
YeD.-ille.... E F Hand .. ... :.. ..... ... .. . .. .. .. ..... Elder N C Danner . E ·F Hand ................. . 

STATISTICAL TABLE 

POST0FFICE 

Cowan 
George's Creek 
Cotter 
Kingdon Springs 
Mountain Homl:! 
Iv:ountain: Home 
Oal<land 
Gass ville 
Bennetts 
Bruno 
Oakland 
Mounta•ln Home 
Mounta:in Home 
Independence 
Bruno 
Buford 
Oakland 
Gassville 
Yellville 

CHURCHES ~! !] I inrilr] 1 ]~ ~I!! l f JHJll 
1l ., P:: 'i; oo @ ~ !l ~ ~ 6 ~ ~ t: ~ 2l s ' il ~ -g :2 ~ ..:l " 
Q) a1 ~as , ~ - QJ o u ~ E td tn CIS o 5 c='Q § .... 

P:i P:i CQ il:: A A 8 - A r:..· · ll< < <i) ~ Cr.. ~ 00 .9 r/l ·~ 
&!t.bel.. .. .. ... .. '... .. ... ------ - - ------1- 37 ~ --3-$So $iiJ75' - - -- - - - - - - - .. -.-1 3 00 - -

~r~Ji~~o~;ptist ... _... ...... ~ § 2 L ~5 1g~: ~ 1 gg 22 07 
9 45 49 18 35 1 so 13 .75 

6 6,~, 
Good Hope .... .... · ... , ,... 3 25 1901 4 1 00 
Hopev.'ell ....... .. . .. ...... ... 10 2 6 84 1~74 1 I 50 
~ountain Home ......... . .... .. 5 2 1 40 1F68 2 25 
Yoootaio Grove .... .. -.... . .. 2 3 24 1890 1 1 00 
~ount P leasant . .. .... .. .. ... .... 6 11 1 1 1 70 1868 3 1 15 
:\.,..- Athens ... ... ..... ... 10 4 2 5 ·2 59 1&91 2 · 1 00 
-·e..- H a rmony .......... _. 4 1 59 1&72· 3 1 '5ll 
:\e..- Hope ..... -· . .. .. 1 24 1881 2 1 0" 
Oal.: Gro.-e .. . _.. . ... 2 2 2 4& 1 1884 '2 80 
OakJand __ .. ..... 3 1 48 1881 4 so 
Pil;rrim Re"C . .. . .. ... _ i 3 3 1 201!' 1872 2 2 25 
Ploa.sant Hill 4 3 2 16!! 1871 1 2 35 
~ .. 2 1 28 171 3 1 1Al 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH 

1. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinely in 
spired, and is a perfect treasure of bea,•enly instruction; that it 
bas God for its author, salvation for its end, and tr,uth without an .v 
mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by 
which God will judge us; .and therdo1·e is, and shall remain to th e 
end ofthe world, the true center of christian union: and the sn
prem·e standard hy which all human conduct. creeds, and opinions 
should be tried. 

2. We believe that there 1s one, and only one, living- and tru e 
God, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, who::-;e name is Jehovah, th e 
Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly 
glorious in holine5's, and worthy of all possible honor, confidence 
and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit ; equal in every divine per
fection; and executing distmct 'but harmonious offices in the great 
work o.f redemption. 

3. We believe that man \Vas c1·eated in holiness, under the law 
of his )V[aker; but by voluntary transg1·ession fell from that holy 
and happy state, in consequence of which, all mankind are now 
sinners. not by constraint, but cho1ce; being by nature utterly 
void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclin
ed to evil, and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, 
without defense or excuse. 

4. We believe. that the sal vat ion of sinners is wholly of grace, 
through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who by the ap
pointments of the Fathe.r, fre.ely took upon him our nature, yet 
without sin; honored the divme iaw by his personal obe'dience, and 
by his death made a full atonement for our sins; that ha\·ing risen . 
from the dead, he is now en t hroned in heaven, and uniting in his 
wonderful person the tenderest sympathies w.ith divine perfec
tions he is everyway qualified ~o be an all-sufficient Savior . 

5. We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ 
secures to such as believe in him is justification; that justification 
inclurles the pardon of sin, and the promise of etemal life on p1·in 
ciples of righte')u_sness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration 
of any works of righteousness which we have done, but solely 
through faith in the Rt>deeme1· 's blood; by ,·irtue of which faith, 
hi,; perfect righteousness i·s freely imputed to us of Go<l; that 
brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, 
and secures every othe!' blessing needful for time and etemity. 
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f1. W~· hc li V t hallht• blCR~ing~o.qJf!4a l valion tll' mack rn•t· loall 
hi' l h 'o pel; t ha t it i~ t he im m d iat du t y of a ll to ac ·ept th m 
hv a cor.d ia l, pent tent a nd obed ient fa ith; a nd that noth ing p t· v ntR 
tht• sa lvation of the greatest s inner on earth. bu t h is own rleler
ltlin c1 d epra vi t y and voluntary r e jection of the Gospel, wh ich t·c
iPrtion involves him in an aggra vated condemnat ion. 

7. We belie\·e that in order to be saved, sinners mus t be r egcn
,.,·nted, or bot·n again; that regeneration consists in gi ving a holy 
tli;;po itior. to the mind; that it is affected in a manner above ou r 
1om prehension by the ,power of. the Holy Spirit, in connection 
with t he divine truth, so as to secure our voiuntary obedience to 
t h • Gospel, and that 1ts proper e vidence appears in the holy f r ui ts 
nf repentance. faith and newness of life. 

H. W e repeat that repentan ce and faith are sacred .duties and 
tnscpara ble gt·aces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating 
'pi t· it of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, dan
•t•r anrl helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Chris t, we 
turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication 
lor mercy, at tli.e same time heartily receiving the Lord Jes us 
( 'h ri s t as our Prophet, Priest and King, and rely ing on him alone 
olK the only and all-snffictent Sa vior. 

1) . We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God, ac
' urd ing to which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and sa ves 

inners; that being perf~ctly consistent with the free agency of 
IIHtn, it com prebends all the means in connectiOn w it h the end, that 
tl is a most glorious display of God's SO\:ereign goodness, being 
p •rfectly free, wise, holy and unchangeable; that it utte rly ex
rl ndes boasting. and promotes humility, Jove, prayer, praise, trust 
111 God and active imitation of his free mercy; that it encourages 
the use of means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertaineci 
by it s effects in all who truly belie ve the Gospel; that it is the fouo
tlation of christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard 
to oursel ves·demands and deserves the utmost dilligence. · 

10, We believe that sanctification is the process by which, ac
rord ing to the will of God, we are made par takers of his hol iness; 
tbat it is a progressive work; that it is begun in rege.neration, and 
that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the presen.ce and 
power of the Holy Spirit, the Healer and Comforter, in the con
ttnnal use of the appoi.nted means-especially the word of God, 

If-examination, self-denial, watchfulness and p rayer. 
11. W e belte ve that such only are true believers as en d ure to 

the e nd; tha t the ir r e rsevering attachm ent to Christ is the g rand 
mar k which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that 
.t Rpecial providence watches over their welfare, and they are kept 
hy t he power of G od through fa ith into sal vation. 
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12. Wl• b ·l i..:v' l hnl t. h •law of (:od is llw •kr na l nncl un c h a n g·l'~ 

able rule o f hi s mora l govc r n m n t ; t hat it 1s holy. jus t a ncl g ood, 
a nd that th e inability which crip tures ascribe to fall e n me n to 
f ulfill its precepts, arises entire ly from their love of sin; to cl e ll ycr 
them from which, and to restore them through a m ediator to un
fe igned obedience to the holy law, is one great end of the G o::-: pe l 
and the mea:ns of grace c;onnected with the establishment of th e 
visible church. 

· 13. We believe that a l'istble church of Ch'rist is a congregation 
of baptized believers, associated .by convenant in the faith anct fe l
lowship of the Gospel; observing the ordinance of Christ: gol·ern
ed by his laws, and exercising the gtfts and privileges invested in 
them by his word; that its only scriptural officers are bishops or 
pastors and deacons, whose qualifications and claims and duti es 
are defined in the epistles of Timothy and Titus. 

14. We believe that christian baptism is the immersion in water 
of a believer into the name of the Father anct Son and ' Hol_v Spirit, 
to show forth in a so.lemn and beautiful emblem, our f<~tth in th e 
crucified, buried and risen S:-tvior with it.;; effect, in our death to 
sin, and resurrection to a new life; that it ts a pre-requistte· to th e 
privileges of a church relation. and to the L ord's SuppH, in which 
the. members of the church by the s acred n<>c of bread and wine, 
are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ, preceded 
always by solemn self-examination. 

15. We believe that the fit·st day of the week is the Lord's day, 
or christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes 
by abstaining from all seclllar labor and sinful recreation, by the 
d e vout observance of all the means of grace, both of private and 
public, and by preparation for that rest that remaineth for the 
people of God. 

16.. We believe that the civil government is of divine appoint
me·nt, for the interest and good order of human- society; and that 
magistrates are to be pra)'ed for, cons cientiously 'honored and 
obeyed, except in things opposed to the will of oUJ- Lord J esus 
Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience and the prince of 
th e kings of the earth. 

17. We believe that the end of this \\'Orld is approaching; that 
at the last day Christ shall descend from beal·en and raise the 
dead from the grave to final retribution; that a solemn separation 
will then take place: that the wicked will be jndged to endless 
punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that this judg
m ent will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or heil on 
principles of 1~ighteousness . 
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l. The as~ociation shall commence with religious exercises 
and a sermon from some preacher who shall have been previously 
appointed, unless the assoctation shall otherwise direct. 

2. 'l'be moderator of the session shall preside, and the formet· 
clet·k shall act (provided they attend) until the letters from the 
churches connected with the body shall have been read and a mod
erator and clerk appointed . . 

3. It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside over the 
meeting during its session and appoint committee~ (unless the 
association s ball otherwise d 1 rect), preserve order~ reprove i m pt·o
prieties (except an appeal -is m<!-de to the meeting by two mem
bers). He shaH have a r-ight to speak on all su5jects, calling a 
member fo the chair, and examine and correct the minutes if 
necessary. 

4. The· clerk shall keep a correct copy of the proceedin.,gs of 
the .meeting, read the letters and documents, and may call any 
member to asstsf him at l:he close of the meeting. He shall take 
charge of the papeFs and docume11ts, unless otherwise directed. 

5. The churches shall designate . their messengers and report 
their condition by letter. 

' . 
6. Preachers in good standing in other Baptist churches or 

associations wtth whom we are in fellowship, when attending our 
annual meeting, shall be ipvited to a seat as correspondents, and 
these meetings shall always be opened with prayer and closed in 
a similar manner. 

7. Every member may speak twice o'n any one subject in de
bate before the meeting, but not more without leave; and when 
speaking shall stand and address the mod~rat01··, and use. decorous 
and christian language; and no member shall absent himself from 
the assoctation durrng the session without leave; and any person 
who shall viola"te these ntles, or the constitution, shall be reproved 
as the association shall think proper. · 

8. These rules may be amended by a majority of the members 
prese~t at any regular mee}ing. 

Y. The churches shall contribute funds for the ordinary ex
penses of the body, s·uch as printing the minutes 'and paying the 
traveling expeqse~ ot such members as the association may send 
to other bodtes. 

10. A publie co1lection shal) be take!'! by the moderator at each 
session, and applied to such benevolent purposes as the assocta-
ttOn may direct. · ' 
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1. Annual introductory sermon. 
2. Call of association to order by the moderator. if present. 
3. Call for church letters and enroll messengers. 
4. Election of officers. 
5. Call for petitionary letters and messenge~. 
6. Call for corresponding letters and messengerg. 
7. Appoint committees . 
8. Read constitution and rule" of order. 
9. Call and correct the roll and note absentees. 

10. Call for report of messengers to corresponding bodies. 
11. Appoint messengers to corresponding bodies. 
12. Call for report of committees in order. 
13. Miscellaneous bus iness. 
14. Resolutions. 
15. Appoint place for next meeting of association. 
16. Appoint some one to preach the introductory ~ermon. 
17. Adjournment. 

FORM FOR CHURCH LETTER 

The Baptist Church of Christ at .. . .. . . . ....... . 
To the White River Baptis t Association: 

Dear Brethren: We gend as messengers: Elder ......... . 
and Brethren ......... .. . .. .. . .... . 

Increase by baptism ... . . . 
Increase by lette r . . .. . . 
Increase by restora tion ... .. . 
Decrease bv letter . . .. 
Uecrease by exclus ion .. . . . . 
Decrease by death ..... . 
Total members hip . ... . 
Constituted in the year 190 . .... . 
Present pastor ... . .. . .... . 
Day of church meetings .. .. . . 
~umber engag-ecl in Sabbath Sc hool ... .. . 
Contribution for minutes S . .... . 
Contribution for asc;ociational mi51<;ions S .. . . . . 
Contribution for gtate missions S .. . . . 
Contribution for foreig-n missions $ . .... . 
Contribution for mini!".terial relief S ..... . 
Money expended for pastoral support $ . .... . 
Money expended for church building $ . .... . 
Money expended for incidental expenses S . .... . 

By order of the church. 
Date ... . .. . ........ 190 .. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~Joderator • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Church Clerk. 

Postoffice . . ... . ....... . . .... . 
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