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MINUTES.

The Big Creek Missionary Baptist Association convened in its 15th
nnual session with Mt, Zion Church, Fuiton County, Ark , Sep. Tth,
839, «t 11 o'clock, a. m.

According to the election at the last session, Eld J. H. Soden preched
he introductory sermon —stext, acts1v,-20. He was followed by his
ernase, Eld J. P. Lovelace. The subject was ably handled and
ttentively listened to by A large audiance,

After one houor recess, the Mcessengers from the various churches
sieprising this association reascmbied; prayer by Eld. J. E. Cargill

Eid.J. I Lovelace and Bro. J- L. Bowling were appointed reading
ler k‘.

Tlie names ¢t the churches were called, letters presented and Mes-
enger’s names enrolled .

On motion the association proceeded to the election of Moderator
nd Clerk :

For the ensuing Associational year Eld. J. T. Hand and Bro_J. L.
owling were appointed tellers in said election, which resulted in the
e ciection of Eld. W. H. Bowling Moderator and Isham A. Lovelace
lerk.  After a few remarks by the Moderator, the Hssociation pro-
eeded to business, as follows: :
1. Aninvitation was extended to churches desiring admission in the
ssociation: none present.

2. Called for corresponding messengers from sister associations. El-
ers J. T. Hand and W. D. Jennings from White River association and
ld. J. H. Miller an1 E. D. Hays from Rocky Bayou association.
‘hereupon the moderator extended these brethren the right band of
ellowship and welcomed them to seats with us. .

3. Visiting ministers of other associations were invited to seats with
S: none present, ‘ ;

4, On arrangements;of business. I, R* Lucas, R. E. Rhichardson and
. T. Hudson. Z ; ,
On Religious Exercises, Messengers of Mt. Zion church. Sl
On Baptist Literature, Elders J. C. Haywood, J. E. Cargill, and Bro,
»reen Jones. : B

On Foreign Missien, Elders H. B. Clinton, M. A. Chadwick, J. H.
oden, : %

On Home Mission, Elders J. . Lovelance, J. H, Soden and Bro.
J. T. Hadson. e
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O Finavce, T. C. Blairand J. W. Verner. .

On Sabbath School, J. D. Bratcher, T. J. Lovelace and E, R. L

On motion, adjourned until Monday morning at 8 o’clock. Pr
By Elder J. T, Hand.

Preaching, Saturday night, Elder W, D. Jennings, ollowed by EL
dérJ. T l%ind. Text 2. Peter 1. chapter and 8, verze. ;

Sandky at 11 o'clock Elder J. W. Miller preached, thllowed by B
der J-T. Hand. Text—1st Tim. 8 chap.. 16 verse ‘

Sanday evening at 3 o'cluek, Eld. H. B. Clinton preached, followedly
Eld. W, H. Bowling.  Text—2d. Cor. 3 chap. 1 verse. »

Sunday night Eld. J. H. Soden preached, followed by Kid:J. P. Lowe
“lace. Text—James 1 ehidp., 27 verse. ,

Monday morning, 8 o'clock, Sep. 9, 1889. The Association met
Prayer by Eld H- B. Clinton, roll called, absentes marked, minutesd
Ssturday read and corrected. +

Called for report of committee on arrangement. Report received
aud adopted. . 'i

We, your committee on Arrangement, beg leave to submit the follow-
ing report.

1. Calling theroll_

2. Reading the minutes of Saturdav.

3. Renew the call for unrepresented churches. i

4. Renew the invitation for membership to churches bearing peti
tomwy letters. v

5 Renew the invitation to visiting Ministers and corresponding
Messengers that were not'present Saturday.

6. Call for report of committee on Sabbath Schools.

7. Call for report of committee on Finance.

8. Call for report of committee on Baptist Literature.

3 Call for report of committee on Home Mission. ]

10, Call for report.nf committee on Foreign Mission.

11.  Call for report of our Missionary.

. * Appoint corresponding Messengers to sister associations.
18 Select a place for holding the next association.
U7 Seleet a brother to preach the introductory sermon.
152 Call for report of Mission Board. .
B Missellaneous business..

K. R. Lucas, Chairma!}.;’;_
Mbsien. thati as- the report of sommitiec belong to t-heAassociatwﬂgfg
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we should only move their adoption. Carried.
3. Called for churches not represented - on  Saturday. None
;‘vl’i?S‘"“-”" : X

4 Anicvitation was given to new churches desiring addition inte
she assoeintion.  Whereupon Mascedonia Chareh presented a letter by
her, Messengers, Jefl Denton, J. L. Denton, Robert Rlack and E. A.
Talley. 8aid church being sound in the Missionary  Baptist faith,
was received and the right hand of fellowship was extended to her
Messegers by the Moderator,

5. Aninvitation was given to visiting inisters. Whreupon W,
M. Daren, Rocky Bavon Association came forward and was welcomed
to a s=at with the Brethren by the Moderator. o

6. Call for a report of the committees on Sabbath School,

We your committee on Sabbath School beg leave to report, that we
Jament the fact of the lack of interest in the schools in our bounds,
Few churehes make any report of schools to our association, and we
advise that Sunday Schools be organized at every church and the mem--
bers of the vhurch should head the roll; and that the Superintendent
be a devoted and a progressive worker with a desire to lead the
sehool to Christ. Finaly, brethren, we recommend that every Sabbath
School use the volume of Baptist doctrine, which is the New Tes-
tament, J. D. Bratcher. Chairman.

On motion the following amendment to above report was agreed to
and adopted: ' '

We also recommend our Sunday School to use Baptist Literature.

-+ B, R. Lucuos,

7. Call for report of the committee on Finance.
We your committeec on Finance report amcunt collected for minutes.
$15.70. Report adopted. , ' :
8. Call for the report of committee on Baptis -~ Litcrature repet.
Report adepted. : /
| ]}Ve your comwittee on Baptis, Literature beg leave to submit/the
ollowing: : | b
1st.  We recommend and urge ,our people to read tne Holy Bible:
Knowing as we do that it is the Book "of books. 2d. We recomend
our own state papers, The Arkansas Baptist, it being our home paper
and sound in faith, we would urge our people to rally to its support.
Eld. J. E. Cargill, Chairman.
. Call for the report of the committee on Home Mission, Repore
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¥ and pelerred back to the committce for further consideray
sl advised 10 recommend some plan for the collection of Mission fu

1, Call tur report on Foreign Mission, read snd adopted, We y
enmmittee nu Foreign Mission beg leave to report, that we récommes
that each church in the Big Creek Association eoatribule something
the supportof Foreign Mission daring the next associational year,
the amout centributed to the next association.

' Eld. H. B, Clinton, Chairman.

(1 motion, adjourned for preaching at 11 o,clock. |

Eld. J. T. Hand preached, followed by Eld: W. D, Jennings. Text
—Ezeckhe 11z chapter, 17th verse, *.

‘After preaching and refreshinents served on the ground, the assod
ation redssembled. Prayer by Eld. J. P. Lovelace. The "Moderate
enlled (the bedy to order and procecded to business as follows.

11. Call for report of Central Board of Home Missions, The
Board reported amount collected for Home Mission, $39 60

Mrs M. A. Cuchran, I res' of the Board. Report adopted amd
‘Board discharged.

A collection was taken up for Home Mission amounting to——in cash
and pledges '

12. Called for report of our Missionary. Report read and adopted

I, vour Missionary, that was appointed by the association to laborin
wvour bounds the past year, beg leave to make the followiug report.
~ Miles traveled, 404; Sermons preached, 34; Exortations, 14: Revive
cnie weak church and increased its membership 19; assisted in organ
izing one new church; assisted in ordaining one preacher; baptised 6
days work, 48, Reeeived for my service, $39. 60, I thank God for
what he has done for Big Creek Association.

e oS Eld, H. B. Clicton, Missionary.
¥3, Call for the report of the committee on Home Mission. Repor
received and adopted. _

We, vour committee on Home Mission, beg leaye to report that w
fnd great destitution within our bounds, and recommend that som
mreans be used to collect funds for the support of a Missionary, Wi
thesefore recommend that each male member of the different churche
im eur asseeiatiun, pay at least 25¢. and each female member pay 10c, fo
Hlome Mission, and the Deacons in the different churches collect same.

: Eld. J. P. Lovelace. Chairman

On mction Eld H. B. Clinton, J. D. Bratcher and E. R. Lucas wer
appointed Central Mission Board to rceeive funds collected and eud
ploy a Missiorary when a sufficient amount is raised.



Tne assoemtion asrranged Correspondence as follows: To Rocky
you; Eelds. W. H. Bowling, J. H. Soden and J. W. Verner To
imon: Eids. W. H. Bowling, J. P. Lovelace and Bro© W. P. Claxton
dH. .\lcElmun’g.

Shilok charch, Folton County, Arkansas, wae selected as the place for
olding the next session of the Big Croek Association.

Eld. B. L. Chadwick was selected to preach the introductory sermon
ad Eld. J. Cargill his alternate. :

(On motion in was decided to have a Ministers and members meeting
o convene with Pleasant Grove church, Fulton county, Arkansas, on
riday at 11 o,clock before the 5th Sunday in December, 1889, Eid. W.
I. Bowling was elected to preach the introductory sermon and Eld. J.
I Soden his alternate.

Mation that the church have 300,of these minutes printed. Carried.
Eld. W. H- Bowling was elected delegate to the Arkansas State
nvention Funds was raised to defray his expenses.

Adjourned to'meet with Shiloh Chureh, Fulton county Ark., on Sat-
rday, at 11 o,clock, before the second Sunday in Septenmber, 1890,

Cleseing prayer by Eld. W, D- Jennings, and ; while singing, the

essengers took the parting hand.
: Eld, W. H. Bowrixg, Moderalor.
Ismayw A, Loverace, Clerk. -
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CONSTITUTAON.

ARTICLET,

This association shall be called and known by the name of the “Big
Creek Micsionary Baptist association ”

ARTICLE II

The members eomposing the annual meetings of the Association hall
onsist of the messengers sent by the churches. :

ARTICLE IIL

The Messengers sent by the Churches to the annual fm’eeting_s, shall not.
xceed four from each Chureh. e j
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ARTICLE V.

Bhe Association shall meet annuaily, avsuch tinse sk ploace as shel
Rave greviously appasase:d,

ARTICLE V.

The officers of this Association shal¥ consist of 2 Moderator,” Clen
and Treasurer, who shall be chosen by a majority of the Messengen
annually, at the annual meeting of the body

ARTICLE VL

This Association shall have no power to control or regylnte the inter
nal affaive or decipline of any Church, but it may adopt and recommen
all such measures as shall be considered best galeylated to produce the
harmony and prosperity of the churches, and to advauce the Redeemer|
Kingdom, aaud advise and consult upon matters os the churche
mayx at any time present for their consideration and advice. JAnd i
raay receive churches into this Association, or dismiss chuzches from tiy
body, inquire into the State of Religion on its bounds, and sugge
measures for its-advancement, and be a common boad of Union among
the churches, but skall not exencise vany legislative powex over the
€hurohes.. :

ARTICLE VIl

This Constitution may be amended at any regular meeting by a volt
of two thirds of the members preseut, provided notice hasbeen givens
@ previous mectiag.

" RULES GQF DECORUM.

1 Fhe Asseciation shall commence withReligious KExercises, an
a:sermon from some preacher who shall havebeen previously appoik
ed, uniess the Association shall otherwise direct. ;

- 2... The quergxtox: of the session shall reside,” and the formd
Glerk shall act (provided they attend)until the letters from the Churck
es connected with.the body shall have been wead and a Moderald
andiQlerk.appointed, : g : '
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3. ltshall be the duly of the Moderato to preside over the meet
ing during ite session, and appoint cotamitiees (unless the Association
shall otherwise direct). preserve order, reprove improprieties (éxcept
an appeal is made to the meeting by two member) He <hall have a
right to speak on all subjects, calling a member to the chair, and ox-
amine and correct the mioutes 1f necessary,

4. The Clerk shall keep a correct copy of the proceedings of the
meeling, read the letters and documents, and may call any member
to assist him at the close of the meeting. He shall take charge of the
papers and documents, unless oherwise directed.

5. The Churches shall designate their Messengers, and 1eport their
condition by letter. :

. Preachers in good standing other Baptist Churches or Associae
-tions with whom we are in fellowship, when at'ending our annual
“meeting, shall be invited to a_seat as correspondents, and these meet-
ings shall allwasgys be opened with prayer and closed in a simular man-

ner.

- 7. Every member may speak twice on one subject in debate be-
fore the meeting, but not mnore without ieave; and when speaking shall
stand aiid address the Moderator., ard use decorous and Christian
language; and -no member shall absent himself fromn the Association
during the scssion, without leave; and any person who shall violate
these Rules or the Copstitution shall be reproved as the Association
shall think proper. '

S, These Runles may be amended by a majoity of the members
present at any regular meeting.

9. The Churches shall eont-ibute funds for the ordinary expen-
ses of the body, sugh as printing the minutes and paying the travieing
expences of such members as the Association may send to other bodies,
~10. A public collection -shall be taken up at each session, and ap-. .
plied to such benevolent purposes as the Association may direct,

'DECLARATION OF FAITH.

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely in-
spired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has
God for its aunthor, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture
of exror for its matter; ‘that it reveals the principles by which God
Wil judge ug; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the
world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme



sndard by which oY howmen condiet, ereedy, and  opiniong should be
ttied. _

2. We believe that thiere is one. and only one, living and true God, and infis
nite inteligent Spirit, whose name is Jehova, the Maker and Supreme Ruleor of
Heaven and earth; inexpressively gloriouns in bolliness, and worthy of all
possible honor, confidence and loye; that in the umity of the Godhead, three
persons, the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit; equal in every devine }m\
fection; and executing istinet but harmonious offices in the great work of re«
denption : , :

3. Wo believe that man was created in holiness, under the law of his Muks
er: but by voiuntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state, in cons
sequent of which, all mankind are now sinners; not by constraint but choice;
etng by nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God
positively inefined to evil, and therefore under st sondenmation tor atne
rmin; withontidefenseor excuse. : : |

4. We Uelicve that the salyation of sinners is wholly of grace, through the
mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who by the appointment of the wther,
freely took upon him our nature yet withoutsin—honored the devine law by his
personal obedience, and by his death, maade a full atonement for our sing—
that having risen from the dead. He is now enthroned in Heaven, ands unite
ing in His wonderful per:on the tenderest sympathies witly devine perfections
He is every way qualified to be an all-Sufficient Savior, .

5. We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ secures w
such as believe in Him is justification—that justification includes the
jarddn of sin, and tHe promise of eternal life on principles of right-
mese; that it is bestowed, not in consideration ofany works of right-
souwsmess,Which we have done, but solely through taith in the Redcem-
er’s blood; by virtue of which faith His perfect righteousness is freely
imputed to us of God; that brings uz into a state of most blessed peace
sl favor with God, andlseourcs every otlier Blessing for time and e-
ternity, :

6 We believe that the blessings ofsalvation are made free to all by
the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by 8
cordial, penitent and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the sal-
vation of the greatest sinner on. santl but Kisown determined depravic
ty and voluntary rejection of the gnspel, which rejection involves him in
an aggravated condemnation. : e

7. We believe that in order to be saved sinuers must be regenera‘ad
or born again—that regeneratioa consists in giving a holy dispositioa

~to the mind. that it affested in & mannrevabcve our comprshension by
the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection with the divine truth, so as
to securc our voluntary obedience to the gospel, and that its proper
e'v;dence appears in the Holy fauits-of regentunce, faith and newaess of
- life. de

& We believe that répentance :dnd faith are sacred duties andi insep:

=muble graces, wrought in.our souls by the regenerating Spirit 6f God;



wher=by being doeply convinced of aur guilt, danger anid helplesenees,
and of the 2oy of sailvation by Christ, we turn to Ged  with  anfeigned
enntrition, confession and suplication for merey, atihe sswe time heartis
Iy receiving the Lord awnd savior Jesus Chrst us our Veophet, Priest and
King, and relying on him alove a< the only and all-sufficiant Savior.

9. We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God, according te
which He graciously regenerates, sanctiffies and saves sinners, that
being perfectiv vonsistent with the free ngonc_v of man, it compre-
kends all the means, in connection with the end, that it is a wost* glo-
rious d.splay of God’s sovereign goodness, being perfectly free, wise,
holy and unchangable:*that it utter!y excludes boasting aud promotes
humility, lote, praver, praise, trust in God and active imitation of his
free mercy; that it incourages the use of means in the highest degree;
that it may be ascertained by its effects in all who truly believe the
gospie; that it is the foundation of Christain assurance and that to as-
certain it with regard to ourseles demands and  deserves the) utmost
diiligerce, :

10, We believe that Sarctification is the]process by which,' accord.
ing to the will of God, we #re made pertakers of His Holiness; that it
is a progressive work; that it is begun in regeneration; and that it is
carried on in the hearts of believers by the presence and power of the
Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in thegontinual use of the ap-
pointed means—especially the word of God, self-examination [sel-de-
nial watchfnlness and prayer. :

11. We believe that such only are true believersas endure to the
end; that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark
which distinguishes them from superficial. professors—that a special
Providence watches over their welfare, and they are kept by the pose
er of God through faith unto salvation. . - % 3

12, We believe that the law of Good is the eternal a0 ue i
rule of His moral government— and it is holy, just o0l zoot e
the inibility which Secririptures aseribe to fallen wen to fulio
cepts, arises entirely from their love of sin—to deliver oo
which, and to restove them throng a raediator tosunieic LGS
to the holy law, is one great end of the gospel and the oo Lovn
eonnected with the establishment of the vissble chure’ .

13- We believe that a visable church of Christ is -
baptised believers, associated by covenant in the it
of the gospei; observing the ordiance of Christ;_ coveraed
and exercising'the’gifts and privileges invested in them o0
that its only seriptural officers are bishops or pasters ans
whose qualifieations and claims and duties ave defined in the
of Timothy and Fitus. ; : Bl A

4. We believe that Christain baptism is the immersion In Waler of
& believer intoitl e 1:mwe of the Fatbcr, Sensrd Holy SP“'“’ to
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#we el e @ sofbmn and beautiied emblem, oo (th e the erus
fied, buried and risen Savior with its effcet, in - our death to sin sl
msurcection to a new life—that it is ajpre requisit to-the privileges o
a church relatios, and to ' the Lord’s supper—in which the memben
of the church.by the sacred uss of bread and wine; are ‘o commoemen
ate together the dying lowe of Christ — preceeded adways by solemy
scif-examintion. ! o
15. We believe that the first day of the weck is the Lord’s daya
@hristans Sabbathy anckit is to be kept sacrod to religiouse purpoﬁ
abstaining from all.secular labor and sinful recreation, by the deves
ehservance ofinllthe means of grace, both of private and publie, and by
Hreparation for that rest that remaineth for the ple of God, &)
16, We believe that the Civil Goverment is deviae appointinens, ki
the interest and good order of human society; and that magistrates ape
tu be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed; axceptin thing
eppose to-the will of ous Lord Jeswe, whe is the only, Lord of the con.
science and the Prince of Kings of the earth. I
13- We believe that there is a.radical and essential difference be.
. tween the righteous and the wicked; that such only as through faith ar
Justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctfied by the spiritof
our God, are truly righteous in his esteem; while all such  as eontinue
in impenitence and unbelief are in his sight Wwieked and under the
ourse;.aud this distinction holds among men both in an after death,
18. We believe that the end of this world is approacking; that at
the last day Christ shall dcswend from Heaven and raise the dead frem
the grave to fiingl retribuation; that a solemn separation will then take
place; that the wicked will be judged to endless punishment, and the
righteous to endless joy: and that this judgement will fix forever thef
aalstate of. men in Heaven ok hellon principels of righteousness.




STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE BIG CREEK MISSIONARY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.
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Names of Churches and Messengers,

Wi Zion—El. W. Bowling, P. A. Nimmo, V. Wood and J |
€ochran.
Cross Roads—Elders M. A, Chadwick J. M. Soden arnd T, C.
Shady Grove—M Light Green Jones R. E. Richardson.
Liberty— EBlde: B. L. Chadwick E. R. Lusse S. B. Tally B
Tally.
Ouk Grove—W. P. Claxton Samuel McElwee. .
Liberty Hill—Riders H. B. Clinton, J. P. Lovelace and J. T. Pote
fleld, Isham A'. Lovelace.
New Prospect—W, J. Swink and J_\¥. Verner.
Shiloh—W. M Butler. b
Little Strawberry—J W. Daily and T. J. Lovelace. o
Rleasant Grove—J. C. Haywood, C. L, Foust, T. L. Holloway a
A D. Bratcher. -
Viola—Elds. J-E: Cargill and G. W. Cargill. :
Buaterprise—Henry McElmurry-
Bleasant Ridge—J. T. Hudson and C. W. Best.
Maocadonia—Jeff Denton, J. L. Denton, B. Black and E. A. Tallﬁ

ey
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