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/ AFTERNOON SESSION.

Preaching by Elder H. C. Ridley, from Luke xix., 418t and 42d werse, fol-
lowed by Elder J.J. Tate. °

Preaching at night by Elder H. H. Gorum from Luke xii. “Fear not little
flock,” followed by Elder J. M. Clevenger.

.

\ Monpay MoRNING, SEPTEMBER 29th.

At 9:30 o’clock the brethren met for prayer, Brother J. M. Ledbetter con-
ducted the services, after which the Association was called together by sing-
ing. IdThe Moderator read 1st chapter of Jonah; prayer by Elder A. Fitz-
gerald.

Petitionary lotters called for. Read a petitionary lejter from Palestine
Church, whereupon motion a committee of three brethron,R. H. McConnell,
J. M. Ledbetter and J. A, Kieth wore appointed by the Moderator on peti-
tionary letters to report on Faith, Credentials and Expediency, to report
during the session. ,

Roll called and corrected.

The Association proceeded to ballot for officers, choosing E. L. Compere,
Moderator ; M. L. Eggleston, Clerk, and R. H. McConnell, Treasurer,

Adjourned for preaching by Elder John Young from 183d Psalm, 1st verse.

Minutes read and corrected.

Corresponding Messengers were present from the following bodies :

Dardanelle Association—Brethren John Young, Sam Blair and J. A, Noah.

Ouchita Association—A. letter and Elders H. g Ridling, Levi Johngon and
J. McGlamery.

Choctaw Association—A minute brought by Brother Lindsey Patterson.

From the State Convention—Elder O. M. Lucas.

Appointments of Corresponding Messengers: ‘

Dardanelle Association—Brethren C. T. Cagle, Wm. Patterson, B. F. Gar-
rett.and J. M. Lawrence.

Choctaw Association—E. L. Compere, C. T. Cagle, J. W. Miller, L.'T. Bag-
well, Lindsey Patterson, Wm, Tyler, R. P. Claborne, James Edmonson, Wm.
Denny and J. A, Bennett.

Ouchita Agsociation—B. C. Owen, W. D, Looper and J. J. Tate.

On motion, any Messenger whose name appears in our Minutes of this
‘y)egx."are authorized to represent this Associafion in any of our corresponding

odies.

Creek Association—R. H. McConnell, G. H, Council, H. N. Been and R.
H. Cook., This Association to meet Wednesday before the 2d Sabbath in
September, and is,4b miles west of Eufaula.

Clear Creek Association—R. H, McConnell, . R. P. Claborne and W, N.
Ayers, ' :

yThe State Convention meets on Thursday before the lst Sabbath in No-
vember, at Hope, on the Iron Mountain Railroad, 90 miles from Little Rack ;
A. G. Washburn, A. 8. Jackson, R. H. McConnell and W. H. Davis.

General Association—E. L. Compere, F. L. Kregel, R. H. McConnell, H.
Payne and R. P. Claborne. . s

n motion, the first name on the list.of appointees-to the several Associa-
ations requested to write the corresponding letters.

C#qowmA_spociation is eight miles east of McAlester, High Hill Church
on Friday before the 4th Sabbath in August, 1880."

‘Ouachita Association is held with Mt. Pleasant Church, 7 miles east from

{
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Dallas, Polk County, Ark., on Saturday before the 3d Sabbath in Septeinber,
1580, - ! Y

Report of the Committee on Petitionary Letters received and adopted.

‘We have examined the faith and expediency of Palestine Church, Mt, Gil-
ead and Prairie Grove Church, and recommend them to the fellowship of
of this body, with the following brethren : J. A. Bennett, A. A. Florence and
W.J. Vineyard, from Palestine Church ; Brethren T. Achols, G. T. Matthews
snd E. Been, of Mt. Gillead Church, and F. L. Kregel, W. J. Jetton and E.
X. Sanders, from Prairie Grove Church. : ,

R. H. MoConnzLL, Chairman.

Report of the Committee to settle the Pleasant Grove Church difficulties
received and adopted.

Whereas, The majority hag shown a good spirit-by respecting the Order of the Asgoci-
Won to settle the question of their claim to church identity, and as they have declared a
pexfect willingness to submit to the judgment of the Council, and still further, for the
sake of peace, have agreed to withdraw their claim to be recognized -as Pleasant Grove
ERurch, now therefore,

ResorveDp, That the individuals composing said minority are entitled to fellowship,
sad we most cordially recommend them to any and all of our churches.

RESOLVED; 2D, As the majority does not recognize the right of our Association to in-
westigate the question of their church identity, the councilmen present feel that they have
®0 jurisdiction in the case to eﬁess any opinion as to the relation to our churches or
Association of said majority. is much, however, we record with regret, but with per-
fect kind feelings to said majority, . A. J. Rrepy, Chairman.

On motion, REsorvED, That the letter of Pleasant Grove Church be now taken from
whe table, received, and its messengers given the hand of fellowship, as they openly ask
frgiveness of all whom they have aggrieved and declare, if the members whom they
Zave excluded and who have been received into other churches should come back to them
with letters from said churches, that they will be received into the fellowship of Pleasant
Erove Church on the basis of their letters, and without any other acknowledgement. .

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock; prayer by Brother Q. M,
Xaucas.

The Association requested Brother Lucas to preach at 11 o’clock to-mezr-
TOW. :

Tuespay MonNiNG, September 80,

The body was called together by singing ; prayer by Brother Lawxenge,

Minutes read and approved. . . a4t

The following committees reported.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DOCUMENTS.

The Committee on Documents beg leave to report that Oak Grove-and
Grand Praire Churches have asked for the next session of the Assotiation,
each of which are suitable places, but ags Oak Grove has had one session, we
recommend Grand Prairie Church. Y

Received and adopted. R. H. MoConNzgLL, Chairman,

REPORT ON MINISTERTAL EDUCATION.

The Committee on Ministerial Education beg leave to report,-that, in our
judgment, the subject is one of great importance, and one that deserves the
earnest attention of our people. While we appreciate the successful labors of
our uneducated ministers, whose praise 18 in all the churcheg, we feel the want
of an educated ministry, that will bo able to speak forth words of truth. in
soberness, and more successfully defend our doctrine, We therefore regom-
mend that all possible steps be taken to accomplish that end.

Adopted. J. J. Horranp, Chairman.
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REesoLvep: Whereas, Rev. T. B, Espy, late editor of the Western Baptist, now extinet
having effected a consolidation of the Western Baptist with the Baptist Reflector, publishe
by W. D. Mayfield, at Nashville, Tenn., and whereas, the Baptist Reflector is a religious
‘paﬁer in every way worthy of the patror&gge of the Baptists, Therefore be it !

kSoLVED, That this Association heartily endorses the efforts of Brother Egpy to furn-
ish Arkansas Baptists with a sound-Baptist paper, and reccommend: that our people aid
Bro. Epsy in his noble efforts by subscribing for the Baptist Reflector. 7, 1

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Your Committee on Sabbath Schools, recognizing the importance of teach-
ing our children the Word of God, and further recognizing the importance of
systematic effort in this noble work, and being satisfied that Union Sabbath
Schools can never accomplish the mission of the Ba%)tists, but, on.the contrary,
are productive of evil, and evil only, in so far as relates to the furtherance of
Baptist principles, which, in the judgment of your committee, are equivalent
10 Bible principles, would carnestly recommend that each Church composing
this body organize a Sabbath School and furnish it with such Baptist litera-
ture as will %)est romote these desired ends. As such literature, we Treccom-
mend, after the Bible, “Kind Words,” published at Macon, Ga. Your commit-
tee would also recommend the organization of a Sabbath School Convention,
within -our bounds, for the purpose of cultivating the spirit and.necessity of
Sabbath Schools, and thus secure to our people enlarged views of their respon- |
sibilities in this field of labor, and urge immediate action on this question.
‘We farther recommend that reports of the different Sabbath schools be sent
annually to this body, and that reports in brief form be published in the min-
utes of this body, and we reccommend Friday, before the 8rd Sabbath in No-

_vember, as the time, and Oak Grove as the place, and one messenger be sent
up from each church. W. H. Davis, Chairman.

BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOLS REPORTED.

Charleston Church—Charleston P. O.—No. 54 W. H. Davis, Superintedent.
Prairie Grove ¢  Bloomer ¢ «  « 45 . i
Potean ' #“  Waldron % ¢« ¢« 50 T.J.Condry #

o REPORT ON MINISTERIAL SUPPORT.

Your Committee beg leave to report, that, in our judgment, our churches
" generallyare very remissin” this-important duty—a duty that seems to be
very forcibly and plainly enjoined by the Great Head of the Church. . We
therefore recommend that our ministers indoctrinate and teach their respect-
ive churches the importance of their duty in this direction. We further
recommend that our acting presbytyrs for setting apart by ordination our
deacons and ministers should be very pointed in their interrogations respecting

the faith and future intended practice relative to missions, - '

i g et J. M. LEpBETTER, Chairman.

The committee to which was referred the subject ot Temperance beg leave
to report that drunkenness is ever represented in the Word of God as one of
the greatest vices. Indeed it is affirmed that'no drunkard shall enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. He who indulges in this vice does not sow to the spirié
but to the flesh, and must consequently reap corruption. Moderate drinking
s the beginning of this seed time—is only a modified drunkenness. Occa-
sional dram drinking leads to moderate drinking, and moderate drinking te
drunkenness. Should not the child of God avoid the beginnings of evil, and
the more sinte every departure from God and good trails the banner of Chrisk
in the dust, and brings his name into reproach? Moreover, as an example, if
may influence others who may not be able to resist the temptation, and.thus
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even our own loved ones to a drunkards’ bell. Therefore, may weall so
wot ourselves as Christians in this, and in every other duty, thatinstead
Sestroying ourselves and others, we may hear the approving*® words
, “Well domne, good and faithful servant;-enter thou into the joys
shy Lord.” F. L. Krraer, Chairman,
SesorveD, That, whereas, Quin F. Chastine, formerly a member of Cedar Grove
an ordained minister, was, on the 3rd day of May, 1879, excluded from the
id ghlilrch y and, whereas, the said Chastine refused to. surrender his Credentials;
re be it
SmsorvED, That these facts be published in the minutes' of this Association.

The report of the committee on Domestic Missions received and laid on the

The hour for religious services having arrived, Elder O. M. Lucas preachéd
2d Corinthians xiii. 11th verge. -
The Moderator appointed the following.committees :
ominations—Brethren E. M. Pettigrew, R. H. Cook and W. H. Davis.
@16 Executive Board—A. Lovelage, S. Goforth and R. H. McConnell.
A®er dinner the Association was called together by singing; prayer by
sther J. W. Miller.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE: ON DECEASED MINISTERS.

Your committee on Deceased Ministers beg leave to report that we find one
our much-beloved ministers has been called from our midst, Brother M. M.
r, who was much beloved by many friends. We thank God.that so good
S man has lived among us, and who we trust has gone to receive the reward
' a faithful watchman, R.P. CraBornE, Chairman,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS.

Elder J. M. Ledbetter to preach the Introductory Sermon and Elder D. L.
Joore, alternate; Blder E. L. Compere to preach,the Missionary Sermon and _
J. Fuller, alternate. - _E. M. Prrrigrew, Chairman.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD.

Your Committee to Nominate an Hxeculive Board recommend the ap-
intment of Brethren' Gi W. Council, H. N. Bean, Isaac Davis, R. B. Cla-
ﬁrnejand J. A. Joyce.” Adopted. . R. H, MoConnert, Chairman.
RESOLVED, That this Association recommend to the chiirches the use as a Hymn Book
of g little book entitled Baptist Songs, sold by Brother E, L. Compere, Witcherville, Ark,
Rxusorvep, That the Clerk have fifteen dollars for his gervices, and the remainder of
e Minute Fund ‘to be spent for printing and distributing the same. :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE:

For printing minutes.......eevseeenseas T AT eencrent (erseearssavsean R OL 60
RO D 01N estiCIMIBBIONS v s sssssetasenstinnsauneinssbnessnsssssarens et B T 9h
Sabbath Collection,....... B Vs e Ee hRiLeras st tesusshssanans usnreay T e ey veesars 42 40

[Rotal e e, L St i L R 1IO100

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The Executive Committee beg leave to report that Brother A. J. Rip- )
py has labored ag Misgionary 177 days, for which he is enfitled
to receive. ... SRS OO 8BOO$243 37

And hag received from churches and individuals............. ves
From Treasurelsiieicsesosiassiasaness cra e Sererstosnaann wesvansmaseteanis 123 87 |
From F. L, Kregel........ s AR tterias TR D vesssrieass 15:00

Total recelved. . iioiniimmmommumngienrsamsomsinsai e 221 87
T (e e e PO T T 4 O D O S T e P Y R K S0P DV PR
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We further report Bro.J. W. Miller, Missionary in Choctaw Nation, hag
preached six sermons, traveled 100 miles, baptised none and received nothing.
Also report Bro. L. F. Patterson, Missionary in Choetaw Nation, has preacheq
twenty-five sermons and traveled 430 miles, b%]?tised twenty-three, consti-
tuted one church, and received $22, R. H. MoConNELL, Chairman.

REsorLveDp, That this Association pay twenty-one (21) dollars to the State Missionaryy
Bro. O. M. Lucas, out of the Sabbath collections.

‘The report on Domestic Missions, laid on the table, now taken up, amended
and adopted.

Your Committee on Domestic Missions beg leave to re¥ort, that whereas, there existd
great destitution in the bounds of our agsociation, Therefore,

RrsoLveD, That we recommend that in addition to the appointment of a regular Mis-
slonary, whose field shall be the bounds of this Association, this body shall designate an(;
number of its minigters who may supply the destitute (Fortions of their own field, or:su
other destitute point as may be designated by its board, and that they be compensated fox
such time as they may spend in this work out of any funds in the treasury or which they
may reeeive or collect from-the points of their labor, and they shall make qua;;:cﬁ'éy re-

* ports of their labors and of amounts collected to the board of the Association.,
JaMEs M. CLEVENGER, Chairtan.

Brother James H. Smith subscribed, for Home Missions, $5.
TREASURER’S REPORT.

L PR O T D O TN L (e s s et e e noqssenPasinonto s yasansasnashagnerstsbeens sty iors ey
# ¢ recelved from eX-TYEASUIET.....ovuiismisrinisisseisnsess

e
S

[ ]
On hand September, 1878, . .c.iuuiiiissseeiseenniinraiessesinsessisnsaseonssnesasesssasss 118 06
e 64 66

To amount 8ent up for minutes........ceessens rorarTmo
Sabbath Collection.......ccoes SO oot Ve 1 1 iy B
Am’t gent up by the Churches for Domestic Mission............. sostedosy e LS
Total amount............ e L L s R A r T eV e T s re L 1 e $237 05
By amount paid A. J. Rippy........... O L P I B, (e LB LR g
S 114k € State MISSIODArY....c.ccves svenesennsssasssissonserass 21 00
A £8 SR A RPNV Vetacheeseests 153000 e At PPHEY
bl Clerk?8 TeCeiPts.surirerecrasernssarnisavossanssanesses 64 66—$331 056

Total balance on hand...icconcsingeeimimrssuetmaneaise $ 603
R. H, McCoxnngLL, Treasurer.

A Collection of $6.40 was taken for, and equally divided between J. We
Miller and L. F. Patterson. | i

Brother A. J. Rippy was again appointed Missionary for this Association.

Adjourned. BSang “Children of the Heavenly King.” Prayer by Brothel
Lucas. Benediction by Brother Lindsey Patterson.

‘ B, L. CompxrE, Moderator.
M. L. EaarEstoN, Clerk.
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ARTICLES OF FAITH.

0
§. We believe there is one, and only one, living and true God, Jehovah, and thatifi‘the

ly of the God-head there are three persons—the Father, Son and Holy épirlt. .
& We believe that.the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the ingpired word
#%od, constituting the only and all-sufficient standard of Faith, Doctrine, Discipline and

gice. b

4. We believe that Election is the sovereign exercise of that Eternal love, by which God

according to his infinite wisdom, chosen his people in Christ before the world was,
pihath gredestinated them unto the adoption of children, through sanctification of the
=it, and belief of the truth, and doth keep them by his power through faith unto £al-

n.

We believe that man was created holg but by a wiltul violation of the law of his

er, he fell into a state of sinfulnesg, an i)rought death upon his race, who being by

al descent in the unholy hna%e of Adam, are children of wrath by nature, and with-

natural or g iritual power, o live a holy life or attain to a happy state.

We betieyey ' "at sinners are saved by grace, through faith in Jeésus Chrigt, and in no
n

Way. !
" W ?Y*‘ in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated, or born- again;

: flected by the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection” with divine

L evidences thereof, are repentance, faith and obedience unto Christ,
e . such only are true believers as endure unto the end in holiness of life,
d they . _Jy the power of God through faith unto salvation.
= We belle. e the Seriptures teach that repentance and faith are sacred duties, and algo
perable Lﬁaces wrought in our rouls by the regenerating Spirit of God.
. A Christian church is a congregation of immersed believers, who meet statedly, and
e covenanted together to maintain the ordinances of Christ, discharge the duties and
=0y the privileges in the New Testament ap%ertaining to the Church of Jesus Christ.

J. The only ﬁroper officers of a Christian church are Bishops or Pastors and Deacons.
11. Christian Baptism is the immersion of a believer in the name of the Father, Son and
ly Spirit by a regularly ordained Baptist minister in good order.

" 12. The Lord’s Supper is a positive and commemorative ordinance of Jegus Christ, to

%bserved in the church as such, in remembrance of Christ, and to show forth his death
e come.

13. The first day of the week is the Lord’s day, and should be observed. as a day of rest

s common labor and all worldly business, and devoted to religious'duties. )

14, We believe in the resurection of the dead and a general gudgment; and that the

Geity of the righteous, and the punishment of the wicked will be eternal,

CONSTITUTION.

0=

Brkansas.
Art. 2. It shall be composed of Messengers from Baptist churches known to be in*
weod standing. Each church with fifty members or less shall ba entitled to three Mesgen-
s, Bach additional fifty members shall entitle the church t¢ one additional: Messenger.

Art. 3. The officers shall be a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, who: shall be chosen by
“milot at each annual gession, and shall continue in office until their successors are chosen.
ART. 4. Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside over the body ac-
arding to parliamen usage. Sec. 2,—The Clerk shall k%a correct’ record of the
oceedings, attend to the publication and distribution of the utes, keep; a regular file
i the printed Minutes of the sessiong of the body, and deliver the same: to. his suceéssor .
= office. Sec. 3.—The Treasurer shall take charge of the funds of the Asgociation, hold-

o them sub{ject to an order from the Association or its Executive Committee, and:rénder
= account of the same to the annual session: of this body:.
. Arr. b. The objects of this- Association shall be 'to promote tellowship among the
“surches ; to secure unanimity of faith ; to encourage concert inioperation ; and especiall
. cultivate the piety of the.churches, and, to aid in this last object; several days of each:
weasion ghall be spent in devotional exercises.
~ ArT. 6. Sec. 1.—This Association shall in no:case interfere with the- internaliregulations
“I'the churches, but will act ag an advisory council wheneven it shall be necessary. Sec. 2.
tl, however, elaims authority over ,its own members, the Messéngers from:the churches;
fmd will withdraw from and disown churches that depart from the principles-of this comi«
'rct by becoming heterodox in faith or disorderly in practice.
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ART. 7. Newly organized churches, or churches dismissed from other Associatlons.
may be admitted into this body upon application by letter and Messengers, at our annual
meetings, and by their Messengers agreeing to the abstract of principles herewith published-

Art. 8, Churches may be dismissed from this :Association upon application at an ans |
nual meeting, for the purpose of joining any body we recognize, or for the purpose
forming a new association ; but any church departing from us without being regularly dis
missed shall be regarded as disorderly. ° i ; X '

ART. 9. There shall be an Executive Committee, consisting of five members from the
several churches, and the officers of the association shall be ex-officio officers of this coms
mittee. This committee shall have direction of the missionary operations of the ‘Asgoci
tion; subject to'its control, and make an annual report of its proceedings at each session
the Association. Besides the special objects enfrusted to the committee, it shall alse have
guthority to represent the asgociation in all matters requiring attention while the agsocia=
tion is notin eession. 'This.committee shall hold regular meetings on the Saturday pre-
ceding eaah fifth Lord’s day of the year, at such places ag may bBe designated by the com-
mittee. The committee shall meet for organization immediately after the sdjournment of
the association. Three members shall constitute a'quorum. AN S
. ARt 10. It ghall be the privilege of ‘this Association, in addition to it’ "ilﬂ':m;s alread:
granted, to conduct missionary operations within or without its limitslley OF V. lfis p

ose to choose a missionary, or missionaries, as means may allovw, desmake qlla?jc‘ﬁgf |

3

abor and pay them quarterly through their treasury, out of funds tceiation. . Mong
with the fund for publishing the Minutes to'every annual mecting. *NGER, thugﬁ ‘

ARrr. 11. The annual meetings of the Association shall embrace thé Ay, and
shall begin at 11 o’clock before the fourth Lord’s day of September, at Wuts, 4.6 the in=
troductorly gsermon shall be preached.” On each succe¢ding day the Associatitn shall ad=
journ at 11 o’clock a. m., for preaching, ‘T

ARrrT: 12. This Constitution may be altered or amended, except as to Article 6, Sectios
%S’l. t%:n (('Liny regular meeting of the Association, by the two-thirds vote of the members in

ance, Y

Sl .

RULES OF DECORUM.
=i

1. This Asgsociation shall be opened and closed,by prayer. .

2. An Introductory and Missionary Sermon shall be preached by ministers chosen &
the preceding Association—in case of absence or failure, the sermon of either to be prea
ed By an alternate, to be chosen at the same time and in’the same way. Some broth
shall also be chosen to deliver a temperance address.

8. Visiting brethren in good standing may be invited to seats, but not to vote:

4. A member not satisfied with any decision of the Moderator may appeal to the Assel
ciation on the same day, but atno other time. .

5. But one member shall speak at a time, who shall vise, address the moderator; and
o%obtaining leave, shall proceed. .

. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he depart from the subj
or use words of personal reflectioh, and then by the Moderator. ;

7. Every motion made and seconded shall come under the consideration of the Ags
ation, unless withdrawn by him who made it. Every case taken up by the Asgsocial
shall be decided or withdraswn before another is introduced.

8. . When a question i8 taken up, after allowing tinie for debate, the Modetrator shall
take the voice of the Agsociation by yeas and nays, or otherwise.

9. Any member wishing to retire shall obtain permission from the Moderator.

+ 10. No member shall speak nfore than twice on the same subject without permission
the Assoclation.

The appellation of Brother shall be used in the Association by membets in th
addresdisSone to another, and all titles unknown to the Seripfures, such as “Rev., I8
D.”? “Parson,” and the like,shall not be emé)loyed or appear upon the Minutes. -

12, 'The names of members shall be called as often as the Association may direct.

18. The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of speaking as any o
member, provided he appoint another to hig seat during the time, but ghall not vote
a.nfv question unless the Association be equally divided.

4. Any member violating these rules may be reproved by the Moderator, at di
tion, but only on the day the breach shall have been made.

15. 'These rules may be amended or altered atany regular meeéting of this body, by
majority vote of the members present. ;
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