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MINUTES. 

The Rocky Bayou Baptist Association convened in its fifty-seconc 
annual session with Antioch cbtu·cb, Izard county, Arkansas, on Satur­
day morning October 7th, 1893. 

At 11 o'clock, a.m. ,tbe introductory sermon wail preached to a large 
congregation by Elder A. J. Wbaley, the appointee, text, "For this 
purpose tbe Son of God was manifested, tbat he might destroy the 
works of tbe dev1l.'' 1 Jolin 3:8. 

After recess and refresbments tbe Association was called to order 
by W. M. Dnren, the moderator of last session. After singing, 
"Come tbou fount of every blessing," and, "I love thy kingdom 
Lord" and after prayer by Eld. W. C. Brown, tbe mollerator appoint­
ed Bros. L. Jennings and R. L. Landers to read the letters from the 
cburcbes. The names of the clmrcbes were called anrl letters read. 
!::elbourne and Pleasant Valley petitioned for the next sesswn. The 
following quel'l'y was read from Bell Vue Cbmch; "Does the 7th 
article of our Declaration of Faith teach that regeneration pt·ecedes 
repentance and faitb; if so, is tbat Baptist doctrine? ' 

On motion tbe Association proceded to tbe election of moderatot· 
and clerk. Eld. W. C. Brown was appointed to take tbe vote tor 
moderator and Bro. H. L. Tbomas for clerk. The cll'ction result­
ed in tbe cboice Eld. of W. 1\I. Duren as moderator and W. K. Estes 
as e;lerl{, 

Called for petitionary letters from cburches de siring admission into 
this Association. None presented. 

Called fot· corresponding messengers from sister Associations: 
Whereupon Bt·o. W. L. Reifl from Big Creek, and Bro. T. H. Hom 
from White River accepted tbe invitation and were given the hand of 
fellowship by the Moderator and webome among us. Invitation to 
visiting ministers was overlooked on account of an omission in the 
min•1tes last year by the printer. 
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The Moderator announced the following committees: 
1. On Anangement of Business; Elds. J .. W. Gist., J, W Miller 

and Bro. S. A. Campbell. 
2. On Preaching: Messengers of Antioch Church. 
3. On Baptis t Literature: Bros. R. L. Landers and J. H. 

Alexanrler and Eld. H. F. Vermillion. 
4. On Associational Missions: R. L. Landers, Byrd Pate, H. L 

Thomas and T. K. Goodman. 
5. On Foreign l\Jissions: Elds. S. A. Marchant, A. J. Whaley 

and Bro. R. J. Richardson. 
6. On Sabbath Schools: Robert Gray, B. S. Stroud and Eld. 

J. W. Henley. 
7. On Finance: Alex Shell and James H. Bone. 
8. On Temperance: Elds. W. H. \Vren, H. F. Vermillion anll 

Bro. T. R. Goodman. 
!1. On Destitution. Eld. A. J. Whaley and Bros. Byrd Pate and S. 

A. Campbell. 
10. On Pra.vermeetings: Eld. J. W. Miller and Bros. Wilson 

Price ancl J. N. Haley. 
11. On State .Missions: A. A. Spradlin, L. D. Barnes and Wil­

son Price. 
12. On Ministerial Etlucation: H. L. Thomas, J. W. Gist anll 

l\1. L. Reves. 
13. On Schools and Colleges: Elds. H. F. Vermillion and W. H. 

Wren and Bro. B. A. Spradlin. 
The committee on Divine Services reported. 
Motion by Bro. R. L. Landct·s to refer the query from Bell Vue 

Chm·ch to a special commUtee of three pt·evailed. On Motion of Bro. 
Landet·s, Elds. J, W. Miller, W. M. Duren and H. F. Vermillion were 
mat1e such ')Ommittee. 

'-.. 

Otl Mation the Association ad~ ... tll'ned till next Monday mormng at 
8 : 30 o'clock. 

DIVINE SERVICES. 

Preaching Saturday night at lamp-lighting by Etd. S. A. Marchant. 
Text: Rom. 7:25. 

On Sunday at 11 a. m. Eld. H. F. Vet·million preaciled to a lat·ge 
congregation, from Isaiah 48:18, "0 that thou hadst hearkened to my 
commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy right· 
eousness as the waves of the sea.'' 

Sunday evening at 3 o'clock Bro. H. L. Thomas pt·eached from 
John 3:14, 15. 

Sundq night Eld. W. C. Bt·own preachecllrom John 14:6. 

~ w-rMJ (hiLL. 'J. ;¢w ~ ~ 
'k~ 4,( ~ ~ ~~«P_flfUL.41'1 
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1\lO~DAY. 

OCTOBER 9TH, 1893. 

Tile Association convened at 9 ;05 o'clock, a. m., 1\loderator and 
Clerk present; after singing, prayer by Eld. John W. Weatherbee. 

Minutes of Saturday read and approved. Called fot· report of com­
mittee on Arrangement of Business. Report read and adopted, as 
follows: 

We, tile commitLee of al'l'angements, beg leave to make the follow· 
ing report: 1st. Call tile t•oll and mark absentees; 2nd. Renew 
call for clmrches desiring memberthip; 3d. Renew inYitation to 
corresponding messengers; 4th. Renew invitation to visiting minis­
ters; 5th. Call fot• report on Baptist Literature; 6 th. Call for re­
port on Associationul .Missions; 7th. Call fot· report on Foreign 
Missions; 8th. Call for report on Sabbatl.t Scl10ols; 9. Call 
for report on Finance; lOth. Select place for next session; 11th. 
Elect some one to preach the introductory sermon ; 12th. Call fot· tile 
report on Temperance; 13th. Call for report on Destitution: 14th, 
Call for report on Pmyermeetings; 15. Call for report on State 
l\lissions; 16th. Call for report on Ministerial Education; 17th. 
Call for report on Schools and Colleges; 18th. Call for report of 
l\lissionary Board; HHIJ. Call for report uf Board of 1\Iinisterial 
Education; 20th. Answer quay from Bell Vue Church; 21st. 
Call for report of Financial Agent; 22d. Arrange correspondence 
to Sistet· Associations, the Arkansas Baptist Convention and Southern 
Baptist Convention ; 23cl. Miscellaneous Business. 

J. \V, GIST. } 
J. W. l\liLLLR. Com. 
s. A. CA)IPBELL. 

Tile roll was called and messenger present as follows: 
Antioclz.-M. T. Pattet·son, J. J. Lawson, S. K. 1\Iarlin and W. B. 

ShatTuck. 
Bell Vue.-J. F. Cooper aml D. J. Smitl1. 
City Rock.--James Wyatt anrl l\1. B. l\larchunt. 
Concord.-B S. Sti'OtHl anrl Robert Gray. 
Fairview.-EI<ler W. l\1. Duren and W. 1\1. Gas ton. 
Jamestown.-Hyrd Pate. 
Melbounze.-R. L. Lanrlers, Wilson Price, R. J. Richanlson, anrl 

W. K. E~tes . 
.Mt. Nebo z.-R. L. Waller, John 1\lcElmmry, J. W. Gist anlll\lar-

tin Ross. 
Mt. Nebo 2.-l\I. L. Reves . 
. llfount Pleasant.-Alex Shell, W. 0. Taylor anrl F. B. 1\laultlen. 
Newhope.- Willis H. Hawkins. 
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Philadelplua.-A. A. ~pradlin, B. A. Spradlin and J. A. Williams. 
Pilgrz'm's Rest.-H. F. Vermillion and J. H. ~anders. 
Pleasant Hill.-L. D. Barnes and W. H. Wren. 
Pleasant Valley.-T. K. Goodman, S. A. l\larchant, Jesse Barlow 

and J . H. Whitaker. 
Rockey Bayou.-J. N. Haley, F. 0. Pitman and J. H. Alexander. 
Saiut's Rest -D. R. Freeman, G. B. Wood and M.D. Layton. 
Table Rock.-A. J. Whaley and W. l\I. Galloway. 
Unity-S. A. Campbell. 
Walnzet Valley.-G. W. Gray, D. F. Floyd and D. l\I. McCarley. 
Zt'on Hi/1.-J. E. Duren, J. W. Miller, H. Ramsey and L. Beach, 
Renewed invitation to llorresponding messengers. None present .. 
CalleLl fot· visiting ministers. Accepted by Elder W. C. Bt·own, of 

Oceolla and Elder Jolm W. Weathersbee of Spring Rivet· Association, 
who were cordially welcomed by tile l\Ioderator. 

Called for cllurclles not represented Saturday. None present. 
Called for report of Committee on Baptist Literature, wllich was 

read and adopted as follows: 
We, your committee on Baptist Literature, submit the following re· 

port: We, as a people profess to take the Bible au om· guide, and as 
we consider it the best Baptist buok in tile world, we tllerefore recom­
mend that all our members read it aucr meditate upon it daily, !ot· it is 
the command of our blessed Savior. In addition to the Bible we 
recommend the following publications, viz: Arkansas Baptist, Baptist 
Gleaner, American Baptist, and Arkansas Herald. ·we also recom­
mend tllat out· preache-i·s and people supply tllemselves witll good Bap­
tist books, tllat they may be informed more fully upon our distinctive 
doctrines. Respectfully submitted. 

R. L. LAl\'DERS, } 
J. H. ALEXANDER, Com. 
H. F. VERMILLION, 

Called for report of com•niLtee on Associational Missions, which was 
read am! adopted as follows : 

'Ve, yom committee on Associational l\lissions beg leave to submit 
the following: Believing that t!.Jere is a great need of missionary 
w()rk in tue bounds of this Association, we therefore recommend that 
tile Board employ an efficient mission:try for as much time as in their 
judgment money can be collected from tile several chm·ches to pay 
him; and we belteve tllnt he sllonld preach on Baptist doctrine, espec· 
ially communion, in as many of tl!e churches as is practicable. For we 
venly believe tllere are many good Christians out of the chmch to-day 
for no other reason tllan a lack of knowledge on the communion ques­
tion. We think also that he slloulcl hold revival meetings in the more 

• 



-7-

destitute places. We would especially urge upon ·every chtu·cil tile 
great necessity of contributing liberally to tile Associatioual l\Iissiou 
Fund; for we fully believe tilat tilis plan, if pt·opel'ly carl'ied out, is 
the surest aucl best plan fot· eacil clmrcil and commanity to ilave tile 
benefit of able preaciling. In tllus doing, tile 1\'Iaster's cause will be 
.gt·eatly advanced and tile Baptist doctl'ines mot·e fully taugut and un­
derstood tilrougllout out· bounds. We now desire to express our high 
appreciation of the noble work of our beloved brotllet·, B. F. Milam, 
otu· missionary tile past year. 

R. L. LANDERS, } 
T. K. GoomrAN, Cum. 
H. L. THOMAS, 

Called for report of Committee on Foreign Missions, wllicll was read 
and adopted as follows: 

Yoat· committee on Foreign !\fissions submit tile following t·eport: 
We fit·st would call attention to tile large fields now ripe for the gos­
pel; that tllousands are now in lleatllen darkness. We recommend 
that eacll Baptist in tllis Association give clleerfully to send the gospel 
to tlle lleathen tilat tiley may be turned fl'Om darkness to light and 
from the powel' of Satan to God and thr.t eacil churcil appoint a time 
and reqaest tileir pastol' to preach a sermon on missions. 

s. A. MARCHANT, } 
A. J. WHALEY, Com. 
R. J. RICHARDSON, 

Ctlllecl for t•eport of committee on Sabbath-schools, wllicll was read 
~ud adopted as follows: 

We, your committee on Sabbath-scilools beg leave to report as fol­
lows: We believe the duty of parents in tile religious training of tileir 
eChildt·en is too mucil neglected. We furtl.J.et· believe there is no better 
way of educating them in God's Word and tileit· duty toward God, 
than in the Sabbath-school. Tilerefore, as an associational body we 
should urge on tile pastors the gt•eat importance of organizing where 
tllere is no school. If we don't educate out· childt·en, othet·s will. 
When we hear the many false doctrines now being taugilt in om coun­
tt·y, it is iligil time tilat we wet·e fully aroused to a sense of our duty. 
We recommend Baptist Literature because it is sound in doctrine. 

J. w. HENLEY. } 
B. S. STROUD, Com. 
ROBERT GRAY, 

Ca\letl for report of Committee on Finance whicil was read and 
adopted as follows: 

We, your committee on Finance report amount collected for print­
ing Minutes, $21.60. 

Alex SHELL, } C 
JAMES H. BoNE, ,om. 



-8--

Pilgrim's Rest Church in Independence county was selectedi aS' tlie 
cllurcll witll which the next session is to be held. 

Elected Eltl. H. F. Vermillion to preacll the intl'Od uctiory sermon 
at tile next session, with Eld. W. 1\f. Duren alternate. 

Called for report of committee on Temperance, wllich was read and 
as follows: 

We, your committee on Temperance beg leave to report as follows~ 
We regard intemperance, in any form, as injurious to healtll and 
morals, and believe that the manufacture and sale of spiritous and 
malt liquors, as a beverage, is a great curse to the human family, we 
tllerefore recommend and urge that each member of the churclles 
composing the Association abstain from the use of such as a beverage 
and use all reasonable means in his power to prevent the same in 
others. 

T. K. GooDMAN. } C 
H. F. VER~IILLION. om. 

Called for report of committee on Destitution, which was read and 
adopted as follows: 

We, your committee on Destitution, submit the following repot·t: 
The destitution il! our bounds is as follows, from Cushman to White 
River, from Jamestown to Calico Rock; also east of Franll;lin. We 
would specify the following points; 1. Pineville; 2. Wideman in 
Guthrie Township; 3. Wideman school-house, 3 miles south of 
Jumbo P. 0. 4. Mount Olive; 5. Twin Creek; 6. Smith's 
school-house near John Sharp's; 7. Shady Grove, 4 miles north of 
the Spann school-lwnse in Izard county. 

A. J. WHALEY. } c 
S. A. CAMPBELL. om. 

Called for report of committee on Prayermeetings, which was read 
and adopted as followo: 

In as much as of ourselves we can do nothing, and that God bas so 
abundantly promised ~o answer our pt•ayers, and tells us we should 
pray without ceasing, and feeling a great need of a revival in our souls, 
and in the bounds of this Association, we advise the chut·ches to ap­
point and keep np regular prayer-me,etings which we believe to be the 
very life of the churches. 

J. W. l\IILLER. } 
WILSON PRICE. Com. 
J. N. HALEY. 

Called for report of committee on State missions, which was read, 
whereupon Ehl. H. F. Vermillion presented and read a substitute 
which was adopted as follows; 
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"We believe that with tlle ~ssistance of tl!a churches in tl!e state,_ 
our State Mission Buard can do a grand work that i3 much needed. 
We therefore recommemd that tlle churcl!es in this Association co­
operate with that board and aid it with their contribut.ions." Where­
upon a collection was taken for State missions, amounting to $6.30. 

Called for report of committee on Ministerial Education, wllich was 
l'ead and adopted as follows: 

Knowing that the education of young men for the ministerial work 
is one of tile most v1tal importance and one which is calculated to pro· 
mote the best interEst of our denomination for our Master's service •. 
We therefore recommend that the young men witllin tile bounds of our 
Association who show the moral t!'aining and spiritual qualification 
that is so essential in this grand and glorious work, be mgecl to pro­
cure a good education and that they he liberally aided uy our people 
in the way of money wllen necessary in procuring that education. 

,. om. J. w. GisT. }c 
H. L. lHmrAs. 

Called for report of committee on Scllools and Colleges which was 
read and adopted as follows: 

We, your committee on Scllools and Colleges beg leave to report as 
follows. We believe from the commission of our Lord to the church, 
"Go ye therefore and teach all nations," tilat be intended that his 
people should be an educational people; we believe also that it is the 
duty of parents to educate their cilildren, and of the churches to 
educate their ministers. We thel·efore recommend that this Associa­
tion continue its endorsement of Mountain Home College, Duacilita 
College and Central Female College and that we give them aid by our 
contributions and patronage. 

H. F. VER3IILLION.} c 
B. A. SPRADLIN. om. 

Called for report on Missionary Board whicil was read antl adopted 
as follows: 

We, tlle Missionary Board beg leave to report the following: We 
have held two meetings during the year. We had the co-operation of 
13 chmciles and !1. few of the pastors. We refer to the report of our 
treasurer for what we have done financially. We employed Eld. B. 
F. Milam who labored within our bounds for which we promised to 
pay him $1.50 per day. 

W. l\1. DuREN, cl!airman. 
P. L. STRAUD, clerk. 
Tile report of R. L. Waller, treasurer of the board is as follows: 



To amount from Antioch 
" " Bell Vue 
" 

,, Fairview 

" " Mel borne 

" " Mt. Nebo 

" " Mt. Pleasant 

" " Philadelphia 

" " Pilgrims' Rest 

" Pleasant Valley 

" " Rock_v Bayon 

" " Saints' Rest 

" " Walnut Valley 

" " Zion Hill 
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Church . 

" 
.. .... .. . . . '.$ ·50 

' . . .. '. ' ... . . . . . '. 5·00 
" . .. ' ' .. .. ' .. . ....... .. 5·00 
" .. . . . ... .. . .. ... . .. . . . s.so 
'' No .. r ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

..... . . . , .... .. . , . • . . . . I .85 
.. ' ... . ..... . ... . 5·00 

. ' ..... ... ' . ....•.... . . 2.75 

......... ...... .. ... 5·50 
' . . ' ... '' . . ' .. ' .. ' . ... 3·00 
. .. . . . . . . . . .go 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r.so 
.. ' ' . . ' . . .. ... .. ... . ... 5·00 

:: " Mrs. Townsend .. . . . ...... ' .... ' . .. ' . ... ... .. . .25 

$46.5o 
By bal. due R. L. Waller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . .. . ..... . . . $4.05 
Amt paid Bro. Milam from Mt. Pleasant Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. r. IO 

Balance in treasurer's hands . ...... .. ...... . ........ . .... ..... .. . .. $41.35 

Report of B. F. Milam, missionary. 
Days labored, 32 at $1.50 per day ........... .. ....... . ............ $48 00 
To amount paid by Albert Martin ..... , ..... . ................ $5 00 

" " John lVlcElmuny..... . .......... . . . . . . . . 40 
" " Calico Rock ..................... .. ...... 1 35 

6 75 

Balance due _missionary ...... . .... . .. . . . ..................... $41 25 

The Mocleratot· appointed 'the following as a missionary board: 
R. L. Landers, D. J. Smith, P. L. Stt·aucl, T. K. Goodman and G. S. 
Rector. 

Called for report of Board of Ministerial Education, which was read 
.and adopted as follows: 

We, yonr board on Ministerial Education beg leave to submit the 
following report: At our first meeting, after organizing by making 
W. 1\I. Duren, chairman, S. R. Hinkle, treasurer and J. W. C. Gard· 
ner secretary, we determined to appeal personally or by lett.er to each 
church within our bounds for contl'ibntions toward the maintenance of 
Bro. H. L. Thomas, at that time attending Ouachita College and 
needing assistance. In response to these appeals we oqtained at 
different times &s follows: 
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From Bell Vue Church .......... ... .................... . ... $ 3 00 
" Concord Church.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 10 
" Philadelphta Church ...... . . .. ........................ 12 55 
" Mt. Pleasant Church... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 00 
" Fairview Church...... . .. ... .... . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . 1 40 
" Jamestown Church...... . .. .. .......... .. .. .. .. .. .. . 2 00 
" Rocky Bayou Church.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
" Pleasant Valley Chur<'h.... . ....... .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 1 00 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . $25 90 
By expenses in correspondence and remitting.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Remitted to Bro. Thomas .... ... . . .. . ....... . . . ..... . .......... $25 50 
We take pleasUl'e in expressing, at Bro. Thomas' request, his thanks 

to tl.te churches fo1· tlleir timely aid. It is but simple justice to say, 
in bellalf of the Melbourne Cllurcll, that the members contnbuted to 
the maintenance of our young Bro. Vermillion in tile Melboume high 
school, and that on this account no appeal was made to them in be­
half of Bro. Thomas. Respectfully, 

w. M. DUREN. } 
S. R. HINKLE. Co1:1. 
J. w. c. GARDNER. 

Called for report of financial agent which was read and adopted as 
follows: 

Financial agent for foreign missions begs leave to report tllat he 
itas re-ceived and forwarded $6.50 the past year. 

J. E. DuREN, financial agent. 
Called for report of commi ttee on query from Bell Vue Cllurcll, 

wlJich was read and adopted as follows: We your committe ap­
pointed to answer the q nery from Bell V ne Cllurcll submit 
tile following: We understand that the last clause in the seventh 
article of Faith is ambiguous; that regeneration IS the fmits of re­
pentance and faith in the sense that regeneration is wrought in 
the soul when the sinnel' truely repents of his sins and trusts in Christ. 
Baptists have alwavs taught this. 

J. W. 1\lJLL.ER. 

H. F. VER3IILLION. 

W. l\1. DrREK. 
}com. 
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