


MINUTES OF THE STATE LINE 
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION -

State Line Missionary Baptist. Association met with Rav
enden Springs church on Thursday night Sept. 6, the annual 
sermon was preached by Rev. 11:. T. Lincoln or Maynard , after 
which the association adjourned to meet at nine o'clock Friday 
morning. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSIOX 
Met. as per adjournment. Meeting opened with singing and 

prayer led by J. D. Kerley. The moderator and clerk both be
lug present, Bros. Wesley James and J. W. Harv0y were chos
en reading clerks and the letters from the several churches 
were read and messengers enrolled as follows: 

Antioch-W. s. Looney a.nd A.M. Jackson . 
Witts Cha.pel-John D. Kerley and J. H. Hill. 
Bethany-Wesley James. 
Ravenden iprtn.rs-Birdie Rice, Amos Dixon, Lottie Haas. 
New Hope No. 2-W. H. Smith, Sisters Josephine Weaver 

and ~lary S. Hill. 
W. 8. Looney wa& elected moderJ.tor and John D. Kerley 

olerk by acclamation. 
The following visitors were enrolled: Bro. J. G. L11e of 

Arkadelphia, and Sister J. L. Burns or Jonesboro. 
The moderator appointed the following committees: 
Preaching-Messengers from Ravenden Springs. 
Publication-Wesley James, E. T. Lincoln. 
Destltutton-J. W. Harvey, A. M. Jackson. 
Obituaries--A. Dixon, Josephine Weaver. 
Resolutions-J. G. Llle, MaryS. Hill. 
Sta.t:.e Mflilsions-E. T. Lincoln, W. H. Smlth. 
Home Misslon-W. H. Smith, Lot:.tie Ha.r.s. 
Sunda.y School-J. H. Hlll, MaryS. Hill. 
Temperance-E. T. Lingoln, J. W. Sconce. 
Sta.te of the Church-W. B. Merrill, A. M. Jackson. 
Orpha.na' Home-A. Dlxon, J. W. Harvey. 
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.i!,orelgo Missions- W. IJ. Srulth, .T. W. Sconce. 
Cbrlsliia.n Education - .J G. Lile, B. )1. Rice. 
Finance- J. fl. Hill , Wesley ,James. 
Woman's Work-Sistera J. L. Burus a.ud Loltle Ill~u, Bro. 

J. W. Harvey, B. M. Rice. 
Sister J. L. Burns of Jonesboro made a 20 minute talk on 

woman's work over the state, which was highly appreciated . 
The committtee on preachiug reported that they had ohos

en Rev. J. G. Llle to pt·ea.ch at ele\·en o'clock. After five min
utes recess J. G. Llle prea.ohed a highly apprecia.ted sermon to 
all present. Adjourned till 1:30. 

AFTER~OON SESSION 
The moderator called the a.s.'loc.Jatlon to ordor at 1:30. Song 

and prayer led by W. 11 . SIUith. 'rho committees were called 
upon to report. 

REPORTS OF CoMMITTEES 

Publications 

We, your committee on publlcat.lons, would report as fol
lows: Knowing the power or the printing presa, we would rec· 
O[Qmend a more thorough study of the Bible tha.t we might be 
able to withstand work of the devil. We would reoommend 
tha.t our people take and read some of our state papers such as 
the Ba.ptis~ Advance, The Baptist, and the ilome and Foreign 
Mission Journal, anlil such good books as, Thedocla, Earnest 
Little Baptist, Church Manual, Church History, and Mabel 
Clemments. They a.ll can be had at our own publlcatlon house 
at Little Rock. We also reccommend our Sunday 8choollltara
ture published at Nashville, Tenn. 

Adopted as re:~.d. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dutltution 

E. T . Lincoln, 
Wuley Ja.mea, 

Committee. 

We, yourcommlt.tee ou destitution, beg to submit bbe tol· 
lowing report: We wish to say what has been said !rom time 
to time, we have great destitution lu our bounds. We havt 
ha.d J. W. Harvey since January tst and he has only In p&n 
been able to meet the grea.t demands. So many orourchurcb
ea have no pastors and think they a.re not able to support Ollt. 
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and t.h!s makes it e\'en greater. We recommend that every 
church endeavor to secure a pastor and that, a missiona.ry be 
employed t~ go t.o tihe many pla.ces where there is no churcb. 
The missionary's report will help u:s to a better understaHcUng 
of Iillis work and its needs. Respectrully submtt.ted, 

Adopted as read. 

Woman's Work 

J. W. Harvey, 
A. M. Jackson, 

Commit tee 

We, your committe on Woman's Work llnd no mention 
made or this subject In the minutes or last year, except in the 
report. on state missions where 11:. gives woman's work as one 
or the depa,rtments of state missions. We find nine churches 
inState Line association and so far as your committee has been 
able to lind there is only one woman's societ.y and tl1at at May
nard. '!'here was one at Ravenden Springs but it has held no 
meetings for about two years. We recommend tha.t a woman's 
society be org'anized In each chu rch in the association, In or
der that the women and young people be enlisted In the work. 
We recommend liha.t the partners assist the women to organ
Ize and encourage them in every way they can. We recom
mend Mrs. J . W. Sconee as superintendent or woman's work 
In tbis association and ask that she be elected as such. We 
recommend t.hat each society have a personal service depart
ment, bible study, mission study and tithing ba.nds. We rec
ommend that the women be given two hours at the nzxt meet
Ing or the association to present their work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. Burns, 
Mrs. Haas, 
Mrs. Rice, 

Adopted ns read. Committee. 
At this· time Sister J. L. Burns of J onesboro roa.de a highly 

appreciative talk on woman's work a.nd what. lt Is doing fo r 
the kin~dom of God. 

Orphans' Home 

We, your committee on orphans' home would report a.s fol
lows: We have two orphans• homes in the state, one at Monti
cello and one a.t Texarkana, which are looking to us for sup
port.. Monticello had a.bout 130 children in it n.t t;he last meet:.
lnr of the state convention. They were req_uired to place as 



-4-
many as possible in good homes. As required, about 75 have 
beeu placed in good l1omes. There ls a. heavy debt hanging 
over the home and the children have to lJe fed and clothed, 
therefore we should ta kP. collect.ions for both home& as their 
need demands. ·we are uot informed as to the Texarkana 
horne but feel sun~ they need help. So let us provide ror them 
as beit we can. The Bible sa.ys, " Visit the fatherless," as we 
help them, we help Christ. l{espectfully submitted, 

A.. Dixon, 
W. H. Smith, 

Adopted as read. Committee. 
Bro, J. G. Lile ma.do a ,·ery inreresting- talk on the orphans' 

home at r.his point. A public offering- was taken and $11.35 
was collected for t.lle home. There was motion and second 
that the report. on christian education be read a.nd dis
cussed at 8 o'cloolr. The motion carried and the meeting ad
jour.ued at 5:00 o'clock to meet. at 7:30. 

7:;!0 P.M. 
The moderator oa.lled the house to order at 7:30. Song and 

prayer led by Washinl{ton Sa n1.ge, after which the report on 
Christian Educ&tion was read and adopted a.s read. Report as 
follows: 

EduGation 

We, your committee on Christian Education wofllli report 
as follows: Without well-equipped Baptist schools all of our 
Baptist worll would sutrer and come to a st,andstlll. We look 
t.o our Baptist schools for most of our trained workers In pulpit 
and pew as well as on mission fields. Nlnety-fiye out of every 
hundred of our foreign missionaries come from Baptist schools. 
So christian education and its support. must be put on the sa.ma 
basis with missions. Arkansas Baptists ha.ve two great chris· 
tia.n colleges-Ouachita, for boys and girls, at Arkadelphia, C. 
E. Dicken, D. D., president; Ceutral, for g-Irls, at Cqnway, J . 
W. Conger, LL. D., president. Last year Ouachita bad 287 
students, and Centra. I had 202. '1' hese schools have rendered a. 
service to the Baptist cause in Arkansas, the value of which 
can never be estimated. We now have two mountain school!. 
One of these Is at Maynard, wit.h W. A. Cummings as princi
pal, a.nd the other at Mountain Home, with H. F. Vermillion 
as princip&l. 'l'he education of preachers Is one great object· 
In christian education. The denomination that ralls to pro
vide for the education of its preachers will die as a denom1na
li1on. Last year there was 40 youn1r preachers in Ouachita col-
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lege and several in the Mountain IIome a.nd Mavoa.rd schools. 
They recelre free tuition, and some help on other expenses 
when it, is necessary. Tbe bible department In Ouachita Is ar
ranged with special reference to the preachers. but, the classes 
a.re open to all, and bible Is required of a.ll who graduate. This 
commit.tee hopes that all or our preachers will preach often 
each year on the needs and benefit.s of Baptist schools, t.hat. 
every church In the association will make a good offering !or 
our schools and for the education of young preachers t.l1is yea.r, 
and that our people will send their chlldreu to our Baptist 
schools. J. G. Lile, 

Birdie Rice. 
Committee. 

The discussion was led by Bro. Llle and rollowed by othars. 
Meet.lug adjo1trned until 9 o'clock Saturday morning. 

SATURDAY MORSING 
The meeting \Vas called to order by the moderator. Song, 

and prayer led by W. H. Smith. 

Sunday Sc;hool 

We, your committee on Sunday schools, beg to submiL Lhe 
following report: We find from M1e report or the dttferent 
cilurc.hes there are but five Sunday schools In our bounds. We 
are proud oC these but. son·y that a.ft.er so much resoh'ing 
ou t.llls mnt.ter so litt.le Is done. We, as here-to-fore, recom· 
meud that. allot our churches organize and maintain a Sunday-
school. Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. Hill, 
Mary S. H!11, 

Approved as read. Uomm!Ltee, 

Home Mlssiona 
We, your commlt.tee on home missions, would recomrr:end, 

ftrst, that earnest prayer be made for the work of the liome 
mission board and •,hat our pastors be asked to preach at. least, 
once during the yea.r on horne mtsslous. That. this association 
a.ecept its a.pport.lonmeut. for home missions as suggested by 
our state body and that we apportion this amount among our 
churches through our executive commit.Lee, or a special com
mittee and publish the apportionment. 

Rcspectfu11y submitted, 
W. IT. Smith, 
Lott-ie Ha.a.!'l, 

Adopted as read. Committee. 
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P"orelgn Missions 

Lasti year was t.be greatest year iu Southern Baptist his
tory of foreign mission achievement. A total of $961,970.48 
was raised which included $180,000 debt, amount contributed. 
to :rudson Centennial a.nd to current support. Thls is the 
greatest advance ever made by a.ny denomination in the south 
in contributions to foreign missions in a single year. If South· 
ern Baptists bad raised $38,092.42 mot·e, they would have reach· 
ed the round million dollar mark! J. W. Sconce, 

State Missions 

W. H. Smith, 
CommlLtee. 

Your committe on state missions would report as follo ws: 
The way for a .tSaptist church to become a "glorious church, 
not having spot. or wrinkle or any sueh t hing" Is for it t o be 
intensely missionary in doctrine and practJice. State missions 
may be defined as the united effort of Arl<ansas Baptists IJo 
get, everybody in Arkansas saved and into BaptJist church~s 
and then to get, them to give proper support to all enterprises 
of the kingdom of God, both for Ark:wsas and all the world. 
We believe the Great Commission was given to Baptistc-hureh· 
es. There is great destitution in all the sectlous of the state. 
There are a million lost souls In Arlransas. It is perfectly sa.fe 
to say that sixteen thousand souls go from .A rkansa.s to hel l 
every year. We can save t.hem tr we will. What an opportun
ity this presents t o Arkansas Baptists! 'rhey wlll listen to our 
preaching. Whenever we send messengers they do listen. And th~ 
obligation rests upou the christ.tan people of Arlcansas to lllve 
them the gospel. No other either can or will do this work. 
(See catechism for other facts.) Last year the church es co· 
operating through the state com· ention put for th sta te mls· 
sions thus: 

Mission:u-ies and other workers .............................. _65 
Conversions ............... ..... ........... ..... ... 3,124 
Bap~isms . .. .. ............ ..... .. . . . ... .. . ... .. ... _ .. 2,281 
Add! tiona __ ... ........... ...... .... .. ............. ......... 3.010 
Amount r&iaed for state missions_ _ ............. $25,598 

The present year giYes prom ise of being· far better t !Jan 
last year. The amount of money that we need to raise for 
State Mission~ to put us out o! debt at t.he Convention a t Jones· 
boro, December 5, is ali least $30,000. So your committee urges 
the followlni: 

1 Tha.t every pastor get all possible Informat ion about 
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State Missions bo his people a.nd endeavot t.o secure au otrerlog 
from every church member and every organization In every 
church. 

2 Tha.t the pastors and active laymen durJu.,. the rneetin!l 
of this association get together and organize themsel ''es and 
make plans to reach every church 1n the association for an off
ering bo State Missions before December l. 

3 That the churches or this associat-ion do their best to 
ra.lse at least the amounts asked of. them by the Executive 
Board. E. '1'. Lincoln, 

H. I. Smith, 
Adopted as read. Committee. 

Obituaries 

We, your committee on obibuarles wouid report as follows: 
We are grateful or the fact that very !.ew have been taken 

from us by death during tbe past:. year. Rev. I. .r. Looney and 
sister Polly Lamb ofWltt'sCha.pel; Bro. S. P. Pratt of Vernon 
Church; Bro. J. M. Smith of Bethany Church; Sister Panhena 
Bat,y of Antioch Church· have entered int,o rest during the past 
year. We extend our sympathy to the beloved f~mllies of our 
departed brethew and sist.ers,. but we rejoice in our Saviour'S 
words, "He tha.r. livetb aud believeth In me, shall never die." 
We know that the departed christla.ns still live aud live ln a 
much better state. A. Dixon, 

Josephine Weaver, 
Adopted as read. Com.mitJtee. 

State of the Church 

We, your cvmmlttee on State of Churches beg to submit 
for ~he prayerful couslderation of every Baptist lndl vidual and 
churches collectively: 

That only one·halt of our churches are represent.ed. This 
indicates that our spiritual conditions a.re at. a Yery low ebb. 
Five of our churches a.re pastorless. Only 011e church reports 
a mid-wllek prayer m~etJing. Drethren, ca.n we atrord to go 
longer a.t this state. God has wonderfully. blest us with good 
crops, and the messeuger of death has on!y visited tllree of our 
churches. We pray that we may a. wake before we are visited 
by the chastening rod of God's providence. 

Respectfully l:Ubmltted, 
A. M:. Jackson, 
W. B. Marriott, 

Adopt ~d as read. Comrnlt,tee. 
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Finance Report 

We, your commiiJtee on finance be2' leave to report from 
our various churohes for clerk fees and mlnuibe funds, as fol· 
Iowa: 

Witt's OhapeL. ..................................................................... M.Oo 
Bethany .................................................................................... 1.35 
Ravenden Springs .......... ................................................... 1.50 
New Hope No. 2 ........... ...................... ............................... 1.20 
Antioch .............. : ................................................... : ............. 1.25 
Vernon .................. ............................................................... 1.fi0 
Union ................................................................................... 1.60 
Total .,......................................................................... $12.69 

and we, as your committee, earnest,ty pray that each a.nd every 
church in lihls association conlirll>ute more freely to this cause 
of our blessed .Master. Wesley James, 

J . H. Rlll, 
Committee. 

At this time the clerk was asked to make a report of what 
the expenses were tn getting the minutes printed last year. 
Aflier the report a public collection was taken, and S4. 70 was 
ccllected for this purpose. 

Temperance 

We, your committee on temperance would report as fol· 
lows: 

We thank God for the progress or our t:.emperance cause In 
the United Sta.t.es and especially for the bone dry law In our 
beloved state of Arkansas, and we would recommend tho.t we 
pray and work for na.t.lon-w!ae bone dry law, and that we vote 
for men t,o make laws and enforce laws who are in fa.vor of the 
same. We thank our sherifr for the way he has enforced the 
bone-dry law, as well as the obl1ers or our county. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. T. LlncolD. 

~•aolutlcns 

Your committee on resolutions submits t.he !ollowtng for 
your adoption: 

1. That we deeply apprecia.1 e the good fellowship and broth· 
erly love so manifested in bbe deleiatlon of this session of our 
assoctattoo. 

2. 'l'ha.t. we regret.thaL some or ou r churches were not rep. 
resented by messeoiers, but hope that. all of our churches be 
repre11eo.ted at. our nut. sea101on. 
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3. That the hospitality of the people or this community 

has been abundant and cordial and that we si11cere1y appreciate 
same and extend our hearty tJhanl{S. J'. G. L11e, 

MaryS. Hill, 
Ccmm1ttet. 

By the request of the moderator,· the preaching services 
were postponed a&. eleven o'clock and the business of the asso
ciation gone on with. 

Report of Mlaslonary 

I, your missionary, beg leave to make the rollowing report: 
I have labored 1S6 days, have visited every church in the 

association, have helped and assist,ed In five protracted meetings 
have preached seventy-six sermons, made thirty-six religious 
iddresses, visited three hundred and seventy-two homes, made 
two hundred a.nd seventy-two persoual appeals to the lost, and 
Indifferent christians. There ilas been contributed to roy sup
port $184.52. $109.52 from the various churches aud indi vid
uals, and $75.00 from the state board. Ra.ve uaveled in all, 
464 miles. Respectfully sul.nnit,ted, 

J. W. Harvey, 
Missionary. 

There was motion and second t.hat there be a committee 
or tlve appointed to see after the mission work of the associa
tion. MoLion carried, and the followln!J commit tee was a.p
poiuted: W. A. Cummings, W. T. Taylor, J. Q. Poud, John D. 
Kerley and J. H. Hill. 

Ravenden Springs, Ark. 
Received of John D. Kerley, clerl< of the associ;~tion, $11.35, 

as a public col!Qctiou for the orphans' home. 
J. G. Lile. 

Motion now prevailed that we select, a place fot· our next 
association. It W!lS decided by vote that we meet with ~ew 
Hope No.2, northwest ol Havenden Springs. Bro. E. T. Lin
coln was chosen to preach the introductJory sermon. 

A motioR made a.nd seconded that in conclusiou the associa
tion stand adjourued to n1eet with New Hope Church No.2, 
on 'l'hursday night before the second Sunday in Sept. 1918. 

Song: "Till We Meet Again" Benediction was prououuced 
by Bro. J. W. Harvey. 

W. S. Looney, Mod. 
J. D. Kerley, Clerk. 
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List of Ordained ministers: 
E. T. Linclon, Maynard, Arkansas. 
J. W. Harvey, " " 
W. A. Cummings, '' " 
J. A . AI11son, Attica,, u 

Tom Alllson, Walnut Ridge, ' ' 
J. W. Sconce, Ravenden, Springs" 
J. W. Weaver, Wirth, " 

Rule• of Decorum 
1 The Association shall be opened aud closed by prayer. 
2 Every motion made by a member of the Association and 

seconded shall come under the consideration of the Assocla· 
tfon, unless withdrawn by the member making it. 

3 Only one person shall speak a.t a. time, and he shall arise 
from his seat and address the moderator before proceedillg 
with his remarks. 

4 The person speaking shall not be interrupted by anyone 
except the moderator until he has tiuished his remarks. 

5 The person speaking shall ccnfiue himself strict.ly to the 
subject under consideration, and shall in no \'l'ise rel1ect on or 
make unfriendly remarks about anyone who lJas preceded him. 
but. shall fairly discuss t.he subject, con\·eying his ideas as con
cisely as possible. 

6 No member or the Association shall absent himself In 
time of business without permission from the Associa.tion. 

7 No member of t!Js Association shall address anot.her by 
any other appellation than that of brother. 

8 The moderator shall not lnt.erru pt any membel' while 
speaking unless he violates the rules of the association. 

9 Any member who shall knowingly violate any rule of 
the association, shall be reproved by tl1e associa.tiou in such a. 
manner as a majority of the members may direct. 

10 The names of the members of the association shall be 
enrolled and the roll called a.s ofteu as the association may 
think proper. 

Articles of Faith 
1 We believe In one true and ll ving God, the Son and 

Holy Ghost, and these tluee are one. 
2 We believe the scriptures of !Jhe Old and New Testa

ment are the Word of God and the only true rule or faith and 
practice. 

3 We believe tha.t man was made upri~rht, but by a voluu
ta.t·y trausanssiou violated God's law a.nd became a sinner. 



-11--' 
4 We believe that by voluntary transgressions of man, 

sin entered the world, and deat.h by sin; thereby death passed 
upon all men for that all have sinned. 

5 We believe that sinners are just! tied in the sight of 
God, by the righteousness of Christ imputed upon them 

6 We believe that good works are the frutts of faith a.nd 
follow after justification. 

7 We believe that saints wll1 preserve in grace and not 
one of them be lost. 

8 We believe that Baptism and the &acrement of the 
Lord's Supper a.re ordinances of the church, and that tl1ey 
s11all be continued until Lhe second coming of Christ. 

9 We belleve that Baptism by Immersion Is the only Gos· 
pel mode, and true believers the only fi t subject tor it. 

10 We believe that none but legally baptized members 
have a right to commune at the Lord's table, and that no per-
8('10 has a right to administer that ordinance or the crourch un
less he is le~a llv called and qualiued. 

11 We believe in revealed religion by t,he op~ration of the 
Spirit, agreeable to t,he word of God, that Jesus Christ is the 
Great. Head of the church, s.nd the government thereof is with 
the body. · 

12 We believe thel'e will be a. resurrection from the dead, 
both of the just and t.he unjust, and a geneml judgment, and 
that. happiness of the righteous a.nd the punishment of the 
wicked will be et-erual. 

13 We believe that the Lord's day should be set apart for 
the worship of God, and no work of a wordly nature tra-nsact
ed theron-that. of necessity excepted. 
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