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MINUTES, SPRINGTOWN ASSOCIATION.

TeMpPERANCE HILL, BENTON }
Co., ARK., Sept. 17th, 1885.

The Springtown Baptist As-
sociation met with the church at
Temperance Hill according to
previous appointment.

The brethren appointed to
preach the Introductory being
absent, Elder O. M. Lucas of
Little Rock, Ark., was invited
and preached from 1st Peter, 1:1.

The Association was then call-
ed to order by the former Mod-
erator P. R. Johnson.

Elders A. J. Estesand J. F.
Mitchell were appointed to read
the letters from the churches
and the messengers names were
enrolled, (see table.)

Took recess one hour for din-
ner which was upon the ground,
and then resumed busineds. Eld-
ers [ R. 'Hall and A. J. Max-
well were appointed leﬂers, the
association then went into per-
manent organization, electing R.
(. Gibbs, Moderator, and H.
Highfill, Clerk.

Visiting ministers were invit-

ed to seats, accepted by Elders}

0. M. Lucas of Little Rock, who
represented the interest of the
Arkansas Evangel, and J. F.
Mitchell of Springtown.

Called for correspondent mes-
sengers, accepted by Elders I.
R. Hall, A. J. Maxwell, F. M.
Seamster, J. Dunagin, of Ben-
tonville association and J. H.
Hogan of Cherokee Nation.

Called for unfinished business. *
The report of the committeethat
visited the Liberty church was
received and made a special v1-
der for 9 o’clock A, M., Friday.

The report of the committee
that visited Zion Hill was re-
ceived and adopted. Elder D. ‘
F. Cooper was granted leave of
abseuce. '

Adjourned to 9 A. ., Friday.

The following committes were

pointed : On divine service—
Jol Givens, P. R. Johnson and
the delegates of Temperance
Hill.

Finance—A.
John Givens.

Education—A. J. Estes, 8,
Murdock and E. S. Gibbs.

Temperance—B, A, Sammons
and Joseph Setser.

Obituaries—J. C. Robertson,
J. W. Netherton and B. I. Coop-
er. ,

Sabbath School P. R. John-
son, G. W. Setser and B. Steves..

Home Mission—A. J. Estes,
Wm. Murphy and J. M. Peak.

Publication—John Duncan, P.
R. Johnson and D. H. Smith.

Queries—J. C, bertson, B.
K. Netherton and P\Gholson.

Friday miorning—The associ
ation met pursuant to adjourn-
ment, prayer by Eld. .J. H. Ho-
gan whowas granted leave of
absence. ,

Called for correspondence, re-
ceived none.

E. Bright and



The minutes of Thursday wem}.luhn Chastain John Givens and
read and approved. - H. Highfill.

The report of the committee| Thereports of committies on
that visited the Liberty church| Temperance, Finance and Pub-

was taken up and intlegilni(el)"”"“‘i"“s were . received  and
tabled and the petition of the afopred: - Adjourned to 112
; ¥ o'clock p. M. Prayer by Elder

Liberty church withdrawn, itiJ. Danagio.

was ordered that the report of| 'I'he Association ‘vas called
the committee be spread upon|to order at 11-2 o’clock p. M.,
the minutes; adjourned to 11-2  prayer by Eld. Wm. Edwards.
o’clock p. M. Prayer by Elder| The reports of committies on

J. F. Mitchell. Resumed Dbusi-
ness at 1 1-2 p. M., prayer by G.
W. Gordon,
The following reports were re-
ceived and adopted—of Execn-
“tive Board, Home Mission and
-~ Education.

Tt was determined that the
next meeting of this association
be beld with the chuorch at Mt,
Pleasant,  commencing at 10
o’clock, Friday before the 4th
Sabbath in Oct. 1886.

Eld. J. W, West to preach#the
Introductory sermon and Elder
A.J. Estes, alternate. The con-
stitution is ordered to be chang-
ed 80 as to read that this body
shall meet on Friday before the
4th Sabbath in Oct. 1886. Ad-
journed to 9 o’clock a. ., Satar-
day. Prayer by Elder J. Duna-
gin.

Satarday morning—The As-
sociation met pursuant to ad-
Jjournment, prayer by §. F. Mit-
chell.

18t, Proceeded 1o elect a Mis-
sionary Board, consisting of B.
A. Sammons, P. R. Johnson,

| Sabbath schools and obituaries
| were received and adopted.
special to Eld. John Givens,
Sr., deceased, was read, approv-
ed and ordered to be spread up-
on the minutes, also that a copy
of the same be sent to the Ark.
Evangel for publication.

A resolution proposing a sys-
tem to raise missionary funds,
received and adopted.

Query No. 1, was adopted.
The following brethren were
|appointed correspondents to the

| Bentonville Association : B. A.
Sammons, J. W. Simmons, J. C.
Robertson, P. R. Johnson, J. F.
Mitchell, A. J. Estes, J. L. Jones
and Thomas Siton, and to the
| Fayetteville Association: B. A.
Sammons. J- C. Robertson, A.
J. Estes, E. S. Gibbs, P. R. Joho-
son and H. Higbfill.

To the Cherokee Nation As-

sociation : John Givens, G. W.
Gordon, E.S. Gibbs, J. F. Mitch-
ell, J. C. Robertson, A. J. Estes
and P. R. Johnson.

A resolution for the consoli-
dation of the Springtown and
Bentonville association received
and adopted. A committee con-
sisting of the corresponding mes-
sengers were appointed to meet




a like committee from the Ben-!
tonville association to determin»%
time and place for a convention
to be composed of delegates
from the churches of each asso- |
ciation to effect said consolida-
tion. ¢

P. R. Johnson was appoint- |
ed correspondent to the State
convention. *

Resolved, that this hody re-
turn its thanks to the Temper-
ance Hill church-and communi-|
ty for their Kindness during our
stay in their midst. }

It is ordered that the clerk!
superintend the printing and dis-;
tribution of 500 copies of these |
minutes, and that he have five|
dollars for his services, if there
is that much left when the print-|
er is paid. &

The association adjourned to/

time and place of next nfeeting.

Prayer by Elder Wm. Edwards. |

R. C. Gisps, Moderator. |

H. Hicuriny, Clerk. ?

Reports of Committies. ';
Liberty Church.—We your com. |
mittes appointed to visit Liberty |
church, beg leave to make the fol.
lowing report : %o carefully exam-
ined into the standing of said church
and find that sho was legally con
stituted, is sound in doctrine, and;
what we would term a model Bap-|
tist church, we wish to say nothing |
in reference to the opposite party,
but in justice to the Liberty Church
must say that the gronnds they had
for withdrawing from the Vineyard
church weroe sufficient, wo therefore
heartily recommend their admit- |
tance 1nto this asgociation,
J. F. MircueLy,
A.J, EstEs;
P, R, Jouxsox,
B. A, SayMoxs.

*»

justify her action, 1 regard

A minority report of
church received:

So far ar an investigation of Lib-
erty church is concerned, so as:to
j it a8 a
total fulure, though wo find them
gospelly organized, working togeth-

Laberty

jerin christain harmony, for the ad-

vancement of the master’s eause,
, W, Davis,
We your committee visited Zion
[Lill ebhurch, at her regular meeting
in May 1885, after consulting - witnh
thexehureh, they passed a resolution
statinthat they did not endorse ir-
regular ordination, '
B. lI. WeLrer, Chairman,
Publieations,.—We submit the fol-
lowing first the careful study of the
Bible, for htérature Arkansas Evan.
gel, Tennessce Baptist and Ameri-
can Baptist Flag,
J. B Duscan, Chairman.
On Missions.—We find groat dea-
titution in many parts of our asso-
ciatton and wonld adrise that steps
be tuken by this body to occupy
these waiting ficlds, we would re.
commend the election of an Execu.
tive Board whose duty it shall ve
to raise funds, employ and send in-
to the fleld, competent Liborers and
thatthis body take a collection on

| Saturday and Sunday for missiona.

ry work. and that ail the churches
be earnestly requested to ruise
funds for this purposq and that the
missionary employed |by the board
be required to report the board
every quarter,
A.J. Estes, Chairman.

Finance,—We find 816,65, scut
up by the charches,and in the hands
of the clerk from last year 82.25
Total £19.20.

Education.—\We your committee
on education submit the following
report: We as Baptist claim to bhe
triends of education, therefore we,
should foster and liberally sustain
institutions of learning, where child- °
ren may acquire a liberal education

i ,



to prepare them for the dutios of
life; the need of an educated minis-
try is greatly felt, therefore we
would recommend carnest effort in
this direction, that our ministers
may be quallified to present “the
truth and sustain the cause of Christ,
A, J. Estes, Chairman

teport of the Missionary Board
Carried over from last year  80.2)

teceived from the church at
Siloam Springs, )
Took up a collection on Sat-
urday and reccived, 87,30
Also Sunday and received 812.55
Total on handa, $36.45.
B. A. Samyoxs, Chairman,

- gy 2

{09,

"Report of Executive Board:

We your missionary board beg
leave to make the following roport :
As there was but little money left in
our hands, we employed Bro. M. C,
Harris, empowering him as financial
agent, agreeing to aliow him 81.50
per day for labor actually rendored
as missionary in the bounds of this
association, provided he collected
enough to pay himself, he wus not
to hold the board responsible for
his wages. He visited two churches
and took in subscription and cash
$20.50. He failed to mect the board
or report, D, L. Jessg, Chairman,

On Temperance.—We your com.
mittee submit the following report :
We find great room to fear a rapid
growth of intoxication in our bounds
against which we should guard with
all our influence—preach and teach
wherever we go the evils thorein,

' B, A. Samyons, Chair'm.

Sabbath School.—We submit the
following : There aro but few of
our churches that seem to feel the
great importance of this work—our
children are the hope of the church
and the church is the light of the
‘world—we should be awake to the
importance of educating our child-
ren; there is nothing that 1s su.
perior to a well directed Sunday

school for training our childron in
that light. Theretore, resolved that
this association earnestly advise the
brethren to establish Sunday schools
in each church with the New Tosta-
ment as its text booK with other
suttuble helps.
P. R. Jonxsson, Chairman,

OBITUARIES. ‘

We, your committee, find thato
ly five of our brethren and sisters
havo been removed from us during
the past year, therefore we have
reasons to be thankful to God for
his preserving care. 'The followiny
are the names of thoso whom God
in his wisdom has called to a higher
and happior lite: Bros. G. W, Ber-
ry, Elder Jobn Givens, sisters, Rosa
Campbell, Martha Darnell and Ann
Underwood, all of whom now rest
in peace awaiting the coming of the
Bleesed Jesus. We mourn thom on.
ly because of their loss to us, rejoic-
ing in tho hope that our loss is their
oternal gain. Resolved, that this as.
sociation tender its sympathy to the
bereaved relatives and friends of the

deceased. J.C. RoBerTsoN, Ch’m.

RESOLUTION.

Whereas there exists in the
bounds of the Springtown Associa-
tion a great destitution,and the field
can not bs occupied without means,
The Lord has blessed his people
with abundance, therefore,

Resolved, That the churches adopt
the plan oi systematic giving as the
Lord has prospered them, say each
member of the several churches be
requested to contribute at least one
nickle at each regular monthly meot.

ing.

;) SABBATH SCHOOLS,

Reported from Siloam and Spring-
town.

A Union 8. 8. from Corner Spring.

QUERY No. 1.

Should wo as Baptist make it a
test of fellowship where a member
of the church joins worldly associa-




tions and disregards the example
and commands of the blessed Jo-us?
Ans, of the committee on querics:
Yes, we should make it a test of
fellowship, not for joining worldly
associations, but for disregarding
the examplo and  commands of
Christ. J. C. Ronertson, Ch’m,
OBITUARY SPECIAL
To Elder Joux Givexs Sen., who
was born in Hawkin County,
Tenn,, Dee. 18th, 1806,
Born again in Monroo county,
about the year 1833, and united with
the Big Creck church and was or-
dained a GGospel minister in the Bap-.
ust church about a year aftergvard.
He moved from Tennessce to North-
west Arkansas in 1855—he
his howe in Benton county,
1885, 1n his 70th year, On coming
to Benton county in 1855 end find-
ing no Baptist churches in that por-
tion of the country, after riding and
searching he tound a few Baptist
scattered hero and there, whom he
constituted into a church, was called
to their pastorate and served them
for several years,ithe church enjoy-
ing a revival eacl month for five
years. From that churchin a short
timo several others were organized
with Bro. Givens pastor. To Bro.
Givens most of the churches n
Northwest Arkansas owe their or-
ganization. He was known to wa'k
ten and twelve miles to serve these
churches when he had no horse to
ride. He also organized the first
Sabbath School on Butler’s Creek at
his home church where ho was a
faithful laborer till death. Bro. Giv-
ens was the fathor of a family of sev-
enteen children, a kind husband and
father, faithful minister and pastor,
he moderator of the Hiawasa Asso-
oiation in Tennessee for many years,
also of the Springtown Association
in Arkansas at various times, always
filling the office with honor to bim-
self and his assuciation. To bim as

I tinito guin,

ied at]
ug. 22,

claims ot duty in all the relations of
life were served, [lis works do fol-
low him. When on his death-bed, he
carefylly and prayerfully reviewed
his life in all its varied scenes and
said ho had nothing to regret, that
ho had fought a good fight, he had
kvpt:\'hﬁ fuith, he had finished his
course, liencforth there was luid up a
crown of righteousness, All who
knew him deplore his death as their
common loss but feel it to be his in-
In view of the forego-
ling history, we, your committee,
would therefore reportthefollowing:

Whereas God in his wisdom has
seon fit to call from the labor of
{earth to a brighter life and a perfect
rest, our beloved brother and father
in the ministry, Elder Johu Givens,
the oldest minister of our associa-
tion, a dovoted pastor whose life in
gennral has been a model of Christ-
1un meekness and forbearance, who
amid the trials and turmoils of life
has never faltered in duty to the
master’s cause, and who by many
deeda of kindness and love has cn-
deared himself to all who knew bim,

and

Whereas, by this dispensation of
providence, many are bpreaved and
sadness is made to fall dpon all by
this great loss to the church and so-
ciety, therefore

Resolved, That in his death this
association and the church has sus-
tained an irreparable loss—a pillar
goneo never again to be replaced—a
chief stay in the brotherhood whose
place can never be filled.

Resolved further, That though in
wisdom he has been taken from us,
yot we deplore his loss, and extend
to the bereft family our heartfels
sympathy in their great misfortune,.

Resolved further, That a copy of
this be recorded in our minutes, and
that a copy be sent to our state pa-
per, the Arkansas Evangel, for pub-

B. F. Coorkr,

husband, father and minister, the

lication. J, C. KoBERTSON,
Com.,

J. W.NETHERTON



Preaching services, 'l‘hnrsflny,‘ #th.  Wo believe that sinners are
Introdnctory, by O. M. Lucas, |saved by grace alone.

text, 1st Peter, 1, 1. Thursday 5th.  Weo beliove that men are
night, F. M. Seamster followed |justitied by faith in the Lord Jesus
by Joseph Setser, text, Hebrews | Christ. _ _

9: 26, 27 and 2S. | Gth, We beliove that salvation s
'Fr‘id'\y at 11 o'clock. A. J. free toall whowillacceptthe Gospel,
Maxwell from Luke 4th: Fri-: 7thy We believe that exeept a
day night. 1. R. Hall. from Psa.;man be ronewed by the Holy Spir
{4: 11: S-ilu.rdnv m'.” o'clock he is not qualified orprepared for the
L) . . . A : '

: - p Kingdom of Christ on earth or to
v . S, o ttJesus ST .
I. Dunagin, .iohn 3: Jesu renjny his ¢lory hereafter.

answered, verily, verily, T say, Sth.  We believe that rcponlu'w;o

unto thee, except a man be born (toward God and faith in the Lord

of water and the spirit he can | Jesus Christ are the duties of every
not enter into the kingdom ()finnc who hears the Gospel.
God.” [ Oth, Weo believe that clection s

| 2 -
MESSENGERS (the eternal purpose of God by which
. b 5 el
Sitoam Springs Charci—A. L Estes, 1 S, | 10 graciously regenerates, sanclities
R, C. Gibbs, G WL Genden and BN Gilibe, o 2t
H,nn:mn Grove ; M. \lnan, Jas. Setsor and | and saves &inners,

Ymeph Setwar C sk ' 10th, Woe believe that sanctificn-

Temporancy i L. \.Sammons, K, I Bishop, | . . B A

A . Beight, J 5. Jones and Wi Percel tion begun in regeneration and ever

¥ i b b | progressive is the process by which
it Ple t—I Edwards, | WS Ay

ML Enterprice—G W Sctur and B Hocom. | Weare mado to partake of God's

Miawgy Vallev—=Pleasant Gholson, John Brisco, H )
Jobn Duocan and John Givens, l holiness, i z p
Spaviman., e .+ 11thy  We believe in the preser-
otict & oo R=18 ¥, Conur, ey ok 3 . .
Corner springes]; M: Peak {vation of tho saints, Il:.'xt they ar
SArmey Criwlieiibe Shetharton, ¥ X Tlghy salt | kepl by the power of God through
K Netherton . * & b
\".i:‘(:": Miit—) C Rotertson, W Murphy and "‘"h unto ﬂll‘vﬂ'lon.
I Seh

LS e e 3 12th.  We believe that God's law
ethesla— 112 Johneon, 3 B Phillipa g L Clustaing, (|
Spengtown—Thes Siten, Wy Smith, I Highslll | is the only,  the ecternal and un-
ORDAINED MINISTERS. ehangeable rule of his church and
lahin V', Riack A. 1. Estee, ; .
NV B aaaeds 3. M. MetCraw 'mnrnl government.
6. W. Kenedy, K. S, Baldwin, 15th.  We believe that a church
(kg Aetuets T 11 Pl of Christ is & congregation of bap-
};'3,‘.'-(."""*“- »;"‘;""““‘;jgj"-’l" tized believers umted in the faith
Y, Cooper, A o T &
C. Seddey, W, Wet, and fellowship ot the Gospel,obsery-
PR UCENT'ATES(: ek ing the ordinances and cbeying the
", Vs, D S Aree, .
1. W. Keith, G. W, Sctser, laws of Chirist; and that its officers
181, Weller, D jones, .
M, Lot TH e Sitn ure puslorﬂ'aml deacons, o
E. 8. Giblys, B Brannan, 14th. We beheve that Christian

(ko I NE Netherion, baptism is the immersion of a be-
ARTICILES OF FAITEL liover in water, by a properly qual-
1st.  We heliove that the Holy |ified administrator into the name of
Bible, written by men, divinely in-|the Father, Son und Holy Ghost.
spired and full of unmixed truth, 18| 15th, e believe that only such
a perfect rule of faith and practice. | as haye been properly baptized and
2nd. We believe in one God, I'a-| recorved into tho fellowsbip of a reg-
ther, Son and Holy Ghost. ularly organized Baptist church
3d. We believe that man, once|should partake of the Lord’s Supper.
holy, fell by voluntary transgression| 16th, o believe that the Lord’s
from that happy state, and is now |day or Christian Sabbath should be
utterly void of holinese. devoutly observed and sacredly de-




voted to religious services,

17th.  We helieve that civil gov-
ernment is of divine appointment
and that the governor of states and
nations should be obeyed, when the
laws they seek to enforee are not in
conflict with the Gospel,

ISth, We believe in
resurrcction of the dead.

19th, We believe 1 the final
judgment; and qhat, in that day, the
righteous and wicked will be sepa-
rated forever,

20th,  We believe that the right-
vous will be made happy forever in
Heaven and the wicked muserable
torever in hellg

*
o — —

the future

RULES OF DECORTM. |

Ist. The ussociation shgll  be
opened and closed by prayer,

2nd. The medcrator and clerk
shall bo chosen by the ﬁutl@gcs of
the members present.

3d. The moderator shall be
deemed a judge of order and shall
have a right to call to order at any
time,

4th. Any member not eatisfied
with his decision on any pon.t of or-
der may appeul to the associntion on
the same dny; bjt at no other time.

5th, But ono}:craon shall speak
ut a time, and hd shall rise to his
feet and, on obtaining leave, proceed.

tth. The moderator, when ad-
dressed for leave of spzech, shall
signify the same by naming bim, or
otherwise.

7th. No member shall be inter-
rupted while speaking, unless he de-
part from from the subject in hand,
or use words of personal reflection,
and every motion made and second-
ed shall come nnder the considera-
tion of the association, except with-
drawn by the member who made it.

Sth. Every caso taken up by the
association shall ve decided on, or
withdrawn before another is offered.

Oth. When anything 1s taken up
by the association, after allowing a
reasonable tine for debate, the mod-

erator shall tuke the question uand
those i favor of the proposition
shall rise to their feet and those
against 1t shall keep their #oats,

10th, The moderator shall pro- .
nounce the decirion befure thestand-
ers tuko their seats,

11th., No person shall depart
from the service ot the association
withsut leave, .

12th.\ The appellation of brother .
shall be used in aadressing one an.
other, '

13th. The names of membeors
{shall be called as often as the asso-
ciation may direct.

14th.  No member shall be coun-
tenanced in any pri ctice that has a
tendency to intecrupt in times of
public speeeh, 2

15th.  The moderator shall be en-
titled to tho same privileges of
speech as any other member, provid-
ed he appoint some otker member to
his seat while ho is speaking, but
shall not be allowed to vote unless
the association be equally divided.

16th. Any member breaking this
decorum shall be reproved at the
discretion of tho association, but on-
ly on the day the breach is mude.

CONSTITUTIONT.

ArTicLe 1st.—This | Asesociation
shall ‘be composed of\messengers,
who shall be members ofthe church-
ers they represent, (except such as
may be invited to a seat by con-
sent of this body,) and shall be
styled, the Springtown Baptist As.
soctation.

ArticLte 2nd.—This "Association
shall meet unnually on Friday be-
fore the 4th Sabbath in October at
the place previously appointed and
after public worship and reading
the letters from the churches, and
acting upon those soliciting mem-
bership, amoderator and clerk shall
be chosen from the messengers by
ballot, both of whom shall hold their
offices until othersshall be elected.

ARTiCLE 3rd.—It shall bethe duty




of the clerk to make an accurate|correspondence with other usssoci-
record of the proceedings of each [ations as may be deemed expedient.
meeting of the association in u book | Anrticre 9th.—It shall bo the duty
provided for that purpose. He shall ‘of the association from time to time
also act as treasurer. "to suggest to the soveral churches,

ARTICLE 4th.—Each church of fit- [such measures us may be deemed
ty members or less may send three wise and proper to jpromoto tho in-
messengers and one messenger for | terest of the Messinh’s Kingdom and
each fractional part of tifty over the and spread the gospel throughout
messengers shall present letters cer- | the world. g o ol
tifiying  their appointment,—and, ArrticLe 10th.---This constitution
briefly expressing tho state of the may bo amended at any regular
churches their 1ncrease, and tho ag-{meeting of the association by =«
gregate number cacli church shail'two third vote of «ll the members
send with their letter, money for|present.
printing the minutes, Jims 5

ARTICLE Sth*—Churches  wishing |
to unite with this association may
apply by letter und mesongers and |
giving satistactory  intormation  of |
their being sound in doctrine and |
correct ig practice, they may be
received by a4 ununimcus vote; in|
token of which, the moderator shall |
sive their messengers thoe hand  of |

_fellowship in behalt of the ussocia-|
tion churches, may be dismissed up-
on application,

ARTICLE Gth,—We acknowledge
the independence of the particular
cburches, and that no authority or
Jurisdiction is to be exercised over
them by this association; nor will|
the association decide in any contro- ]
versy that may arise 1n any church.
Nevertheless, they deem it their |
duty to disown any church belong- |
ing to this body which may have!
essentially departed from the faith. |

ARTicLE Tth.—When a eburch |
shall neglect making any commu- |
nication to the association for three |
years successively, it shall be con-|§. - K e
sidered as baving withdrawn from|§— "—- ‘ RS ok
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ug, and shall be dropper Irom the| it DS ympny
minutes of the association, unless| 2™ __ _ i P

At least two members request their
continuanzce who shall also engage
to inquire into their standing and |
report ut tho next meeting of the
association. S sEstE S € - vonnqpitiry

ArTicLE 8:—This association shall Rocrrs, Aus,, c 7o Recoived 81500 of 11
bave the right to open and hold [[NEhfi! for printing five lundred copies of thes

minutes, Granam & Masox.
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