
 A n  ex p l o ra t i o n  of  t h e  c o n n e ct i o n s
b et w e e n  A ra b i c  l et te rs  i n  w r i t i n g

Ligatures are letters 

combined to form a single 

letter set. In English, they are 

used stylistically; however, in 

Arabic, there are necessary 

ligatures (Linguistic 

Ligatures) and stylistic  

ones (Combined Forms).

Linguistic ligature

Bed

Bed

To learn more Arabic 
stylistic ligatures, check 
out these flashcards 



*Medial Form has to have a letter in Initial or Medial form come before it, and 
it has to be followed by a letter in Final or Medial form.

These are the traditional 

ligatures that connect letters 

into sets and those sets make 

up words.  Each letter can 

have four forms, but some 

only have two. What form the 

letter appears in depends on 

where it falls within a set.

 Linguistic Ligatures 
Also called, combined  

forms, are the nontraditional 

ligatures. They combine 

letters differently than 

traditional ligatures, giving 

them a flare. They have a 

variety of aesthetic and

practical purposes.

Stylistic Ligatures 

The Arabic Alphabet  
Linguistic Ligatures 

Save space by  

stacking letters 

Create a better  

writing flow. 




