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MINUTES,

State of Arkanias,)
County of Polk. |
We, the Big Iork United Baptist Association, met with
Liberty Church, in Polk Co., Ark. Saturday the 13th day of
Sept. A. D. 1390, Pursuent to adjournment. The Intro-
ductory sermon was preached by Eld. Wm. Lawrence, from
the 13th Chapter and 17th ver of Mark, at 11 o'clock, A M.
and Brother A. A. Bates, concluded.  After n short intermiss.
iun for refreshment, the Association was enlled to order by Eld
A. A. Bates \quluutm rotem. The Maoderator, not being
present, and after pruve »y the Moderator protem, the letters
from the ditferent Churches, that composed the Big Fork Asso-
ciation, was enlled for, nud petitionary letters was cnlled for,
and Brushy Breek, Ll|l||cl| presented a lerter with Delegates,
who subsericed to the urtlclcs of faith, and the right band of
Fellowship, was extended to Delegates of Brushy Creek church
and all the Delegates names was enrolled.
The association then proceeded to organize by elecring a moder-
ator, and Clerk, and ‘L'reasurer, which 1esulted in the election of
Eid. A. A. Bates Moderator, for the Insuing year, aud brother
Jomes. M. Hllt(m Clerk, and ‘Frensurer, for the association.
On motion the Mudemtm appointed a commettee on preaching.
Jumes. Standridge, J. W- Dilbeck, C. C. Bruton, N. A. Wilcox,
- and James. Wilcox.  On moticn thy association adjowned to
meect Mondny  marning at 9 o'clock: prayer by Moderator.
Monday morning the association met according to adjourn-
ment.  The moderator being absent, the body chose Eld. Wm.

Lawrence, moderator, PROTEM,
thy hoderotor., nppolnwd the !ollmruw Commitiees.

On obituary, Wm. P. Rilton, John. Mathews, John. C. Singieton.
Wm. P. Hilton, Chirmas,

On Flnance. J. C. Pullen, J. R, Cranford, and J. E lomg, Chirman.
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On araingments, Wm. Lawrence, James. M. Hilton, J. D-
Wilhite, R. Suit, J. H. Standridge, and J. K. Wileox,
Chirman
On mtoion, the rules of Decorum was read by the Clerk.
On motion, Bro James. M. Hilton, presented a form of a
Church letter, to be adopted by the association, and after argu-
ing the case, the motivn was lost.
On motion, it was ordered hy this body, that Brother E. J.
Fergison, who was a member of Sulphur Sprihgs Church: an
ordained minister of the Gospel, and now, stands excluded
from the church, and refuses to give up his letters, or creden-
tials, and this body orders that he be publish¥®d in the
minutes of this association.
APPENDIX A,
We, your Committee on preaching, beg leave to make this our
- report; that Kld- G. C. ‘Storks, preach at the church house at
early candle light, Saturday night; And Bro David. Bates, his
Alternate. And Bro. J. E. Long, to preach Saturday at 11.
‘o'clock, A. M. and Bro. G. C. Storks, his alternate. and Bro.
M. C. Riddling, to preach at 4 -o'clock Sunday, P. M. and Bnv'
M. F. Edwards, his alternate. Bro’ J. K. Long, to preach at
11 o’clock: A. M. Monday; and Bro’ David. Bates, his alternate.

)gJamcs- Standridge, chirman.
APPENDIX B.

We, your committee on obituary, beg leave to make this
our report. Brethren, we find from reading the letters from the
different churches, to this hody. that our beloved hrother, john
Dilbeck, who was a worthy member, of bjg fork church, and a
ordained Minister of the Gospel, for many years; who bave
been called from the walks of man; bretuenn, Tms inds
us THAT it is apointed unto man once to die,and after Tuis

THE JUDGEMENT. bretmerin, pray for THE beloved ‘sister,

that God, will be a husband unto hur, and cumfost her in her bereved condition.
: Wm. P. Rilton, Chirman
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APPENDIX 0.

We, your committee on finance, beg leave to make this our

report; - we find the sum of $10.50c. sent up from the differ-

ent churches, of this association, for the printing of the min-

utes of this associntion. J. (JP Pullen, Chirman.
APPENDIX D,

We, your Committee on arsingements, beg leave to make
this our repurt; the time for holding the next association' of
this body, will be on Saturday before the first Sabboth in Sept’
A. D). 1891; and convene with Christial Hill church in Mont.
gomery Co., Ark. and brother J. K. Long, preach the Intro--
ductory sermon, and A. A. Bates, alternate.- Aud the Clerk
of this body have just as many copies of minutes printed, as he
can for the amouny of money, and to distribute the same.

J. K. Wilcox, chirman.

On motion, resolve that we extend ourthanks to the brotherin
and friends, for their kindnessand Hospitality, shown us du-
rins this session.

n motion, the as<ociation, adjourned to meet with christial
Hill, church, Montgowmery Co., Ark, on Saturday before the
first sabboth in Sept.’ A. D). 1891. Pruyer by the moderator
protem: and while a hymn was sug the parting was gi

: {Eld. Wmn. Lawrence, mogerator protem.

I o

James. M. Hilton, Clerk.

—KFORM OF LETTERS TO THE ASSOCIATIIN.—

We the United Baptist, church of Chuistat.......... send .
G reeting, to the Big Fork; Association which is to convene with
..... .. church commencing Saturday before the first Sabba
in Sept 18....We sepd as Delegates, to represent us in you
body our beluved Brothers. (here give their names)—————
Here state THE condition of THE ¢cHURCH. our statistics is

as follows.
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{1 CONSTITUTIQON OF THE BIG FOR TION
—OF UNITED BAI’I‘?STE—ASSOOIA s
Article, 1 This union of churches, shall be kuown and dis-
tinguished by the name, and title of the Big Fork Unjtdd
Baptist association. :

Art 2 This association, shall be composed of Delegates, from
churches in union, each church shall be entitled to their dele—
stes, who shall be requested to furnish satisfactory evidence of -
their appointments by their churches before takeing thair seats.

Art 3 The delegates, when convened, shall organize them-
~vlvs into a deliberate hody, by the appointment of a modera.
tor,and Clerk, who =hall he chosen by ballot, at each annual
assocaition, and continue in Office, until their successor is chosen,
Art. 4 ‘Ihis association, shall not interfear with the right of
of the churches of which it is composed. It shall regard them
as independent bodies, in all matters of internal Government;
and shall only act as an advising council, assuming no autority
except, what is expressly delegatedto it by the churches, or evi-
dently implyes by the very nature of compact. It nevertheless,
claims authority over its own members, and the delegates from
the churches, and in justice, and propriety, must bave power to

withdraw from, and disown, all churches wuicu depart from

the principls of the compact by becoming hetrodox in faith, or disorderly In practia, 1t should theve-
frre, regard all churches, untted with this Constitution. witiCa vigileat eye for good. s business
~hall be W promote the declarative gry of God. by extending the kingdom oI grace, on earth,
arvuzh the medium of preaching the gospel, and the means in accordance with (Le 'L to
«dtivate l;nloa). und (ellowsldp with all the churches of Christ, especially with those unl under
ilud cunstitution:

. Art 5 Newly constituted churches, or churches, dismissed « from olher assotlations of tha same

) saith; and order, tmay be admitled in}) Lhis union, on their se up thres deleguios, to the annual
mewting of this assuclation, with a tion for admission. and by tehelr Delegutes agreefog o the
anstract of principles here with lished.

Art. 8 The churches In thbs uuion, shall ransmit to every annual session of the association a
written cominuuication. specifylng the name of w thelr nwnber n full fetiowship.
numter tmptized. Received or £xcommunicated, or dismissed, since the last seaston.

'\"gu ?'llg;uner information which tise Church muy deem important, which will bo read and miguted
ACCU! W1y,

Are. 7 'l’ue Assoclation shall have a fund, aupp%mmbuuon of the Churciies, and all money
thus conwrtbuted. shall be transmitted.fromn the (b 3 w over through the Commitie of
fNuabce 10 the Treasiurer, who shall be elected by ballot, and Umice dpring the pieasure of
U Anwdxciating, ant nmnage the funds agrueably. 1le shall return to the order of Lhe Assoclation,
ung pnaen&l annually for Ins2rsion tn the minutes, & cloar, and suMicient statement, of all the receipts
and expenditures. -
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Art 8 This Association, shall furnish the Churches wit.lg
the minutes of every s+ssion.

Art 9 This Association, shall take cognizance of no quer
sent up from the churches, unless, they have endevored to solva
the spme, and have failed, nor of any difficulty betwesn churches
unless they have pursuel the dictations of the 19¢h, Chapter
of Mathew, and have not been able to settle them. Then,
this Association, shall take such matter into consideration, and |
act upon them at its ciscretion. o -

Art 10 Itshall be the duty of the Clerk, of this Association,
to keep a regular file of the printed minutes of this body, and
deliver over the same tv his successor in Office.

Art 11 This ‘Constitution, may be altered, or afiended, at
regular meetings of the . Assiciation, by the concuring voice of -
two thirds of the members present. Provided, such alterations,
or amendments, be approved by the churches of the Associa—
fson. ; .

Art 12 There is to be no Suuday collections, taken up in

his Association, nor men appointed to preach what is called
missionary sermons, but to chuse their own subject.

RULES OF DECORUM.———

1 The Association, shall be opened and closed, by prayer.
2 A Moderator, and Clerk, shall be chosen by the sufferage
of the members present.
8 Tue Moderator suaLt be considered a Judge of order,

and sHALL 1AVE a right to call to order at any time. :
n&&mmemberr nat satisfied with this decision, may appeal to the Association on the same day, but
5 Butone membershall speakaza time, who shall rise o their feel, addressthe Moderator,
ob‘ mpmem&.ngem:str -\ldbw ppenl:.be 1 Isslon shall th !
. when reqse ” & wmember for perm (o speak, signify the same
7 2:1?% b )nl K pelmsn departs Ject. zuul;
member 83/ nterupted while speaking, uniess he de; from the sub, or
oI personal refiection. Every matloa ln:de:';l'sagmdcd. shall cume under oonsidera of the
Association, unlews withdrawn tln’f Mm that made L
8 HKvery cass takou up by thls Association. shall be deceded or withdrawn. before ther is

approved.

9 When any question Is taken up. after allowing time for dedbate. the Moderator, shall take the,
voice of tho Ass):ation 02 all subjects. and the members on the affirmative ahall signify the same
%m:nlggatnw seats. And thoso in pezative, shall when the questionis put to them rise

10 Any member wishing to retire. hall obtain permission of the Moderator.

11 No member shall speak mora than- twic on the same subject, without permisajon of the Assocl-
ation.. Nor more than ouce. till every me'nber wishing (0 speak ghail have spoken. nor shall any
plopositian be made to close the subject. Ull the dcbate is carried through.

&
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Art The npphcatlon of brothers shall be used in the Asco—
ciation, by members in their address to each other.

Art 12 The names of the membere shall be called as often
as the Association shall divect.

Art 14 No member, shall be tolerated in any practis, which
tends to mtemL)t. public speach

Art 13 ‘ Moderator, shall be -entitled to the same
privilege of speech, as an other member, provided, he appoint
u'lutheléto fill rI)uefsmseat, dun)t’w that time, butpshall not he egg‘:led
to voet, unless the As<ocintion, be equally devided, then, be
may give the desidin \otc,

Art 16  Any member, violateing these rules, may he repro-
ved by the Modetator, ut his discretion, but only on the day
the breech shall be done.

-{ARTICLES OF CHRISTIAN FAITIL }

Art. 1 We believe in only one true, and living God, and
that there is a trinity of persons inthe God head, the Father,
Son, and Holy Glxost, and that these three are one.

2 We believe, the scripturs of the old, and netw Testaments,
ure the word of God, and the only rule of faith and practis.

3 We believe, in the fall of Adam, and that the deprivity
of his fallen nature was entailed upon his posterity, antr in the
impotency of man to recover himself by “his own free will or
abilit

4 )We Believe, in Election through sanctification of the

Spirit and belief of Tux. TRUTIHL.
:l \r“mm in the final Resurection of the Bainta. and thpt they will never /finally fall away
L]
M: We believe, that sinners are justified in lhoucmo((lod. by the rightecusners of Christ, tmputed
unto them. And that it pleased Uod. Ly the foolssiiness of ng (0 aave (Lieni that beBoved-
T We belleve, that wurks, are frujts of faith, and f atfer justincativu, aLd are evidencs
of our owu Gracious state,

) Weumam\mbwchnmha(vmulw olhuhm verms. ba who
have inmwm leuowln 4] 'tl:ln ecach othel'w nmglve u&;m abd one anovther, bave
W keep up & plin agreeabls rules Gospel
[ \\eheume.puxg will b a reasurection of the dead. and & Judgement, and that the
happyness of the righteous. und the punhbmtol the wicked. be ne\er ending.
10 We belleve. tuat Jesus Clirist, ts the great head of the church, and oulth-nm and the

dmrunumunneuod: and should be NWWBPWWMNM prosperity of his

u Wau?:um that baptiam by immersion. is the apostolic, mode and true believers the only fit
sub,

u’e\?ebcmmcmm supper, are ordinanc of the church, and should be continued till
Christs, second ecowelng.
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