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Minutes of the Dissolution of the Central
And Velvet Ridge Baptist Associa-
tions and the Organization of the
Stevens Creek Association.

PROCEEDINGS.

[ E—

\

Persuant to an adjournment of the Central Missionary
Baptist Association, at Shady Grove Church, White county,
Arkansag, on Saturday, September 26, 1891, and the Velvet
Ridge Association, it Union Hill Church, Jackson county, on
Saturday, October 10, 1891, the two Associations met at
Providence ChurcE, White county, - Arkansas, November 14
1891, for the purpdse of consolidating, or forming a new As.
socintion, having tak: n the proper steps, and given legal no-
tice to all the Churches belonging to said Asgociations, and
the same being approved by the Churches.  After singing
and prayer by Rev, J. J. Stevens, W. M Owen, moderator of
the Central ‘Asgociation, called the house to ord-r. J. W,
Pollard, clerk of Central Association, read minutes of the ad-
journed meetings of the sssociations; minutes adopted as
read.  Boll of messengers called; quornm present. By move
and secdnd both associations dizsbanded, and met in conven-
tion for the purpose of organizing a new nssm-inli&‘; by elect-
ing Rev. W. M. Owen, moderator, and J. W. Pollard, clerk
pro tem.  The organization proceeded as follows:

The clerk ealled the churhes of the old Central Aszociu-
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tion an: l the f-)ll.mmg renpnndml th(- nmessengers tlu refrom
enrolled as follows: »

Sulem—J. J. Stevens, Josianh Hoffmon; Providence—lJ.
J. MeDanelll Sam Arnold; Shady Grove —W. M. Owen; Hol-
Iv Springs—J. W. Pollard, W. S. Jowers; Harvey’s Chapel—
J. M. Norton, Allen Gentry.,

Churches from the old Velvet Ridge Association called:

Cnion Hill—G. W. Feaser] G. W. Scoggins; Independ-
ence—W. B, Morgan, \W. S. Scoggin, W. J. Westmore)and.
After which the articles of fuith, Constitution, Rules of De-
corm, of the old Central Association were read anc: adopted.

"On motion, the following resolutions were adopted:

Resolved, 1st, That this association shall be known ps
the Stevens Creek Association,

2ud, That the next session of this body shall meet on
Saturday before the third Sunday in October, 1892

The association then proceeded to a permanent organiza-
tion, by the election of the following officers:

Moderator, Rev. W M. Owen; (l« rk and Treasurer, J.

. Pollard.

A eall was then mzulv for petitionary litters. and’ Bethel
church responded and was, on motion, received into the asso.
cintion, and the hand of fellowship e xtended 1o the messen.
gers, Thos: Hudson, T. P. Jonex, Felix Boyer,

Independence chureh, Jackson county, was seleeted as
the place of bolding the next weeting of the association.

The followfng corresponding messengers were appointed
to sister associations:

Carolina—Thos. Hudson, J. J. Stevens; Independence—
J. J. Stevens; G. W, Scoggens; Ll(lll‘ Red River—J. W, Pol-
lard, J. J. McDanell.

Resolved, That the clerk of lhlﬂ association superintend
the printrng of the minutes and distribute pro rata according
o money sent by the churches,

Resolved, That the clerk prepare a form of church letter
to the axsociation for the convenience of the church clerks
and have the same printed in the minutes of this association,
and vach church clerk is hereby requested to copy  from the

same in making their annual report to the association.

On motion the association went into anselection for gome
one to preach the Introductory Discourse at the next session
of thix bady, which resutted in the election of Rev. 8. B, V ick.
Rev. W. M. Owen was selected as alternate.

After xinging a hymn, and the messengers extending the
parting hand one to the other, the association adjourned 10
meet with Independence ¢ hurch, Jackson county, on Saturday
before the third Sunday in Octoher, 1892

Benediction by Rev. \V. M. Owen.

J. W. Porrarp, Clerk.
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FORM OF CHURCH LETTER TO THE ASSOCIATION.

The ...... Church, to the Stevens Creek Buptlst Asso-
ciation, of Arkansas, when assembled with.........
Church,...... county, October, ...., 189 An-
nual reportof .... dlurcll, for the vear en(lmg .
the ..... 189.., Greeting: -
Resolved brethren, That we send as delegates, to

aid and assist you, with their advice and council, in your

deliberations. . ... . il .and ..........as8 alternates.

Our statistical report isu\follmys:
Changes in Membership During Last Year.

Baptized....c. coo o e ae e R e
Received by letter, . ......... e en s sl N T
Received by relation or voucher, . ...l
Rastored «ncaiaivomasis S e R ey 3
Total accessions.......... b e
Dismissed by Letter........
l\LlU(lt‘d......‘... ......... Foelk s e
Peceased o vt v awensin.
Total Diminution. ......... e B e s e SEn s
l‘rcscnlmcmhc&hip. .........

There are. .. ...ordained ministers in nur churches
whose names and addressses are as follows: '
o T Sashee seeaniCOMDLYL L, oo o BLOL ST A TS
and.. .. Ll(.t'llll.llt\. A .Lount\'. PO ATk
Prayer meclmg CVETY. . g vl
Sabbath School CVEIY. oo ot onnns SR Tt
Numbher of Sabbath School officers 'md teachers,. oo oo
Numlfer of Sabbath school scholars, ............. ...
Total §n Sabbath school.............. O Tl L I A s
Amount contributed for association missinns.\\ s
Amount contributed for State missions, .. ...t ..
Amount contributed for foreign missions,..............
Amount contributed for association minutes,. ..........
Total contributions for all purposes $.................

Our annual’ meetings occur on the! &L . o2 Sunday.
and Saturday betfore, in each month. ;
Rev...ooovou.... is pastor, PoOL address,. ...,
county, . i .o ae e e ArK,
Done by order of the church, on. the ...... day of
so s a 180t ioisaee v assia s Moderators
s Sienenteldpkrob il wochurch s PoiOs v Arks
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CONSTITUTION.

PreaMBrLe:  We, the Messengers from the Churches
hereunto subscribed, being thoroughly convinced of the great
utility of Christian combination, in order to cultivate and per-
petunte union, love, fellowship and intetligence throughout
the respective Churches within our bounds and to advance the
Redecmer’s Kingdom in these parts of the country, do unani-
mously agree to adopt tha following Articles:

Atticle I Name.—This A=sociation shall be knoan as
the Stevens Creek Baptist Association.

Art. II. - Mexsengers.—The members composing the An.
nual Meetings shall consist of Messengers sent by the,
Churches.

Art. III.  Numbers.—The Mesgengers gent from  each
chureh shall not exeocd three,

Art. IV, Meetings.—The Association shull mest annual-
ly. at such time and place as shall huve been previously ap-
pointed.

Art. V. Officers.—The Officers of the Associntion shall
conzist of & Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be
elected annually by o majority at the Annual Meeting

Art. VI Objects, —This Association shall have no pow-
er to control or regulate the internal affairs or discipline of
uny church, but it may adopt and recommend all such meas-
ures as shall be considered best caleulated to produce harmo.
ny and prosperity in the churches and advance the Redeem-
er’s Kingdom; advise and consult upon such matters as the
churchies may at any time present for its consideration and
adviee, nnd may receive churches into the fellowship of this
Assovintion, in- good order, and dismiss by letter when in
good order; inquire into the state of religion within her
bounds, andl any church holding any unscriptural doctrines
or pructicex shall be reported to the Axsociasion, and on proof
shall be excluded from the Association, and the cause be
placed on the minutes. The Association shall not exercise
any legislative power over any of the churches, but shall be
a common boud of union of the same.

Art. VII.  Amendments.—No amendment ghall be made
to this Constitution, except by request of the churches,

Art. VIIL.  Trix Association shall have no power to
make nny appropriation of any monies, only as the churches
direct.

Art. IX. That no churches in this Associntion shall re-
ceive members trom any church of our faith'and order with-
out a lett r, or until the church from which they might come
shall have first been declared out of order by « council from
other churches,
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RULES OF DECORUM.

Art. I.  This Association shall commence with religious
exercises and a germon from 8ome preacher who shall have
heen previously appointed, unless the Association shall oth,
crwige direct.

Art. II.  The Moderator of the previous® session  shall
preside, and the former Clerk ghall act, provided they attend,
until the letters from the churches connected with the body |
ghall have been read, and the Moderator and Clerk elected.

Art IIL. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to pre-
vide over the meeting during the session and shall have a
right to speak on all subjec.g, by ecalling & member to the
chair, and shall not be entitled to a vote, except in case of a
tie, }}

Art. IV.  The Conymittee on Finance shall receive all
the money appropriated\by the churches, and report to the
Association the amount, and=place it in the hands of the
Treasurer. . ;

APt Vi oA C(fmmiueo of Arrangements shall he appoint-
ed at the commencement of each session, whose duty it shall
be to regulate tht‘nrd(-r of business,

Art. VI. The Churches shall designate their Messen.
gers, and report their condition by letter,

Art. VII. Preachers in good standing, of our faith and
order, when attending our Annual Meetings shall be invited-
to seate with us and have'the right to speak on all subjects
that come before the body.

Art. VIII.  Any member may speake three times on the
same suhject under debate before the meeting, but not oftener
withnnilcnvo, and when speaking shall stand, and address
the Moderator.  No member shall absent himsbIf from the

* Associntion during session without leave, e

Art. IX. Any person who shall violate the Constitution
or Rules of Decorum shall be reported to the Church for dis.
orderly conduct.

. ARTICLES OF FAITH.

Art. [. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by
men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly
instruction; that it has God for its author, ralvation for its
end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matter;
that it reveals the princ'preﬁ by which God will judge.us, awd .
therefore ig, and shall rf main to the end of the world, the true
center of Christian union; and the supreme standard by which
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ail buman conduet, cried and opinion should be tried ‘

Art. 1I. We believe there i but one living and true God

Art. III.  We believe that the seriptures of the Old “and
New Testaments are the word of God, and the only rule for
faith and practice.

Art. IV, We believe that man, in his creation, was up-
right, but he has fallen from that into sin.

Art. V. Adam being our representative, we believe when
“he fell we all fell in him; and man in his fallen state is not
able by anything he can do to recover himself from his sin-
ful state.

Art. VI.  We believe that the offering of Christ has met
the demands of the law and laid the grounds ofgmlm: in_the
government of God, :

Art. VII.  We believe the spirit of God i the gospel 1~
the efficient cause of sinners coming to Christ for pardon.

Art. VIII.  We believe that all who come to Christ and
receive a free pardon of all their sins will never be lost, but
will persevere through grace to glory.

Art. IN.  We believe that baptism is an ordinance o
Christ contained in the New Testament, and that imnn~r.~inl{\
ix the mode; that when persons believe and are baptised, they
are legally added to; and lawful me.nbers of Christ’s church.

Art. X.  We believe the Lord’s Supper to be an ordi-
nance of the gospel, commanded by Christ and practiced by
the Apostles. :

Art. X1, We bel'eve in a universal resurrection of the
dead-and final judgment through Jesus Christ, and the glory
of the righteous, and the punishment of the wicked to be
etent al.

Art. XII. W% believe that the Sabbath should be ob-
served as a day of rest or religious devotion.
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Union nill. G, W, Fraser, G. W, Scoggin, Don Reddat, G, WeScoggins,  Denmnrk, " 7 1] 5 7% 138 ¢ 150
Independence, W B Morgan, W S Scoggin, W Westmorehido J. D Whitlow. G, W Gond. " s b3 T 1 o0
Bethel. I Jones, Felix Boyee, Thos, Hudson, Thos. Hodson, |, TL PoJones, Russell, i 221 4 1m0
Torar: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - OR0 14 3 4104 14 81105
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NAME
Thos. Hutson
James J. Goad
. N, B. Viek
W, M, Owen
W, &, Griffin
J. J. Stevens
W, H. Middieton
W. A. Crutehfield
Don Reddit

J. A. J. Fruser -
J. L. Gans
Wm. Baruer
Gea. Joiner

ORDAINED MINISTERS.

————
I'OSTOFFICE
Russell
Dradford
"

Bald Kuob
Judsonia

2 ‘“
Pleasant Plains
Garner -
Oil Trough

e ———
LICENTIATES
Denmark
Searvy
Little Red

“

COUNTY,
White.

“

Jackson

White
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