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Halhburtons features to be released

By Wendy Richter
For the Siftings

The Clark County His-
torical Association has an-
nounced the release of a
new publication, “This ‘N
That by Hal: A Collection
of W. H. Halliburton's
News Features, 1909-
1976, As its title suggests,
the book contains a variety
of articles from a variety of
newspapers from over six
decades. . Halliburton's
daughter, Caryl Hallibur-
ton Linton, lives in
Arkadelphia and wrote the
introduction for the col-
lection of articles. The As-
sociation will host a pro-
gram featuring photo-
graphs from the volume at
noon on Tuesday, Oct. 6, at
Western  Sizzlin®  in
Arkadelphia.

W. H. “Hal” Halliburton
spent his entire career as a
journalist. Born in 1887
in Reydel, he attended
Ouachita College. His by-
line first appeared in 1909
when he began writing for
the school’s literary mag-
azine, “Ripples.” By 1920,
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Halliburton was hired as
the city editor of the Dai-
lv Siftings Herald. Dur-
ing this time he also served
as a stringer for the
Arkansas Gazette,
Texarkana Gazette, Mem-
phis Commercial Appeal
and other area papers. He
wrote feature articles for
the Arkansas Democrat
Sunday magazine section.
In 1943, Halliburton left
the Daily Siftings Herald
to edit the weekly South-
ern Standard, where he
remained until his retire-
ment.

W. H. Halliburton cov-

ered local sports at both
the high school and college
levels for over 60 years,
and both Arkadelphia col-
leges recognized him for
his contributions to their
institutions. His work re-
sulted in a publication
called “History of Athletics
at Ouachita Baptist Col-
lege, 1888-1943." He re-
ceived the special honor of
having Ouachita’s 1954
“Ouachitonian” yearbook
dedicated to him.
Halliburton also served
as an official weather ob-
server for the National
Weather Service, record-
ing the depth and flow of
the Ouachita River, as well
as rainfall and tempera-
tures on a daily basis.
The articles in the new
book illustrate W. H. Hal-
liburton's wide range of
interests — from sports
to local history to individ-
uals, weather and more.
The volume is not only
entertaining, but is truly a
treasure trove of informa-
tion about Clark County.
For decades, Halliburton's
writings have served as a

broad base of knowledge
about this area’s history
and have been used by an
untold number of re-
searchers.

W. H. Halliburton mar-
ried Grace Leonard of
New Jersey. The two met
on a blind date in Arkadel-
phia, when a friend
arranged a date for Hal
with “a new piano teacher
at Henderson-Brown Col-
legp.' The courtship re-

ted in a 51 year mar-
riage, three children and
five grandchildren. W. H.
Halliburton died in 1976,
and is buried in Rose Hill
Cemetery, Arkadelphia.

To purchase a copy of
the 209-page volume or
for additional information
about Clark County histo-
ry, visit or contact the
Clark County Historical
Museum at the train depot
(www.clarkcountyhisto-
ryorg or 230-1360) or
the Clark County Histori-
cal Association’s Archives
at the Ouachita Baptist

University Library
(www.obu.edu/archives or
245-5332).




