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Arkadelphia man elected Confederate Governor of state

By Wendy Richter
For the Siftings

During the Civil War,
citizens of Arkansas elect-
ed an Arkadelphia man
to serve as leader of the
state’s Confederate gov-
ernment. Harris Flanagin
became Arkansas gover-
nor in 1862 and held that
office during some of the
most tumultuous years in
American history.

Flanagin was born in
New Jersey in 1817. He
moved first to Pennsylva-
nia and then to Illinois
before  settling in
Greenville in 1839, then
the county seat of Clark
County, where he began
practicing law. In 1841, he
became a deputy sheriff,
and in 1842, was elected
state representative and
served one term. In 1848,
he was elected to the state

senate.

Harris Flanagin mar-
ried Martha E. Nash of
Washington (Hempstead

County) in 1851, and the,

couple had three children
— Duncan, Nash and Lau-
ra. Following Arkansas'’s
secession from the Union
in 1861, Flanagin joined
the Second Arkansas
Mounted Rifles and was
commissioned a captain.
The company traveled to
Missouri and saw a great
deal of active service. Fol-
lowing the Battle of Wil-
son's Creek (Elk Horn),
Flanagin was made a
colonel.

Arkansas’s new consti-
tution provided for the
election of a governor in
1862. Even though he con-
tinued his military service
during the war and was
out of the state, Flanagin
was elected governor of

Harris Flanagin

Arkansas, defeating in-
cumbent Henry M. Rec-
tor. Harris Flanagin re-
turned to Arkansas and
took over the helm of state
government,

Flanagin’s time as gov-
ernor was not an easy one.
Following the occupation
of Little Rock by Union
forces in September of
1863, Flanagin moved

state government opera-
tions to Washington in
southwest Arkansas. The
loss of Little Rock was a
huge blow to the South's
cause in the state, and
Confederate authority di-
minished during the next
few months. Flanagin
called the Confederate
General Assembly into
session for the last time in
the fall of 1864, ending
meaningful political ac-
tivity, for Confederate
Arkdnsas. Confederate
armies in the eastern Unit-
ed States surrendered in
April of 1865, followed by
those in the Trans-Mis-
sissippi several weeks lat-
er. The last military action
in Arkansas occurred in
southeast Arkansas in late
May, 1865.

Following the Civil War,
President Andrew John-
son required some ex-

Confederates and high-
ranking officials such as
former Governor Harris
Flanagin, to apply for pres-
idential pardons on an in-
dividual basis. Flanagin
received a pardon from
the president in December
of 1865, but remained dis-
franchised until 1873. In
1874, as Reconstruction
came to a close in
Arkansas, Flanagin be-
came a member of the
Constitutional Convention
and was selected chair-
man of the Judicial Com-
mittee. While in Little
Rock working to form the
state’s new constitution,
he became ill and returned
to Arkadelphia a very sick
man. He died Oct. 23,
1874, and is buried in Rose
Hill Cemetery.

The Clark County His-
torical Association offers a
guide to the Clark County’s

Civil War sites and struc-
tures, including Harris
Flanagin's law office, the
Confederate monument,
and numerous historical
markers. To get one of the
free brochures and learn
more about the war in this
area, pick one up at the
Museum in Arkadelphia’s
historic railroad depot, or
send a self-addressed
stamped envelope to the
Association at P.O. Box
516, Arkadelphia, AR
71923, For additional in-
formation about Clark
County history, visit or
contact the Clark County
Historical Museum
(www.clarkcountyhisto-
ry.org or 230-1360) or the
Clark County Historical
Association’s Archives at
the Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity Library
(www.obu.edu/archives or
245-5332).



