CLARK COUNTY CHRONICLES

Dunbar Expedition stopped in Clark County

Public invited to attend program on expedition today

By Wendy Richter
For the Siftings

In 1804, a cadre of ex-
plorers left Natchez, Mis-
sissippi, seeking to learn
more about the Ouachita
River and the celebrated
hot springs of the Oua-
chitas at the request of
President Thomas Jeffer-
son. William Dunbar of
Natchez and George
Hunter of Philadelphia
led the excursion up the
Ouachita, constituting the
first American investiga-
tion of its new Louisiana
Territory. Their reports
pertaining to the river's
environs provide some of
the earliest descriptions of
the Ouachita River re-
gion, including the area
that would become Clark
County.

A special program host-
ed by the Clark County
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Historical Association on
Jan. 5 will feature Dr. Trey
Berry, President of South-
ern Arkansas University,
as he discusses the long-
term significance of the
expedition’s findings.

In October 1804, Dun-
bar and Hunter's group of
19 men left Mississippi
and began their journey

toward what is now
Arkansas. The Ouachita
River region had long
been inhabited by Indians
in addition to European
hunters, trappers, traders
and explorers. Dunbar
and Hunter recorded de-
scriptions of their sur-
roundings as they trav-
eled up the river. The par-
ty spent Nov. 28 and 29 in
the vicinity of present-
day Arkadelphia, de-
scribing the area around
Arkadelphia as "beauti-
ful” and “unspoiled.” And,
the scientists took some
time to examine the salt
springs here before mov-
ing on toward Hot
Springs, their final desti-
nation.

After spending several
weeks studying the hot
springs, Dunbar and
Hunter began the return

trip home on Jan. 8, 1805.
The ascent of the Oua-
chita had taken 50 days,
but the descent took less
than half that. As the men
traveled back through
present-day Clark Coun-
ty, they met a group of In-
dians who may have been
Quapaw. Hunter de-
scribed them as “Indians
from the river Arkansa.”
By the end of the month,
all had returned to
Natchez.

In the following weeks,
William Dunbar and
George Hunter prepared
the reports of their jour-
ney for President Thomas
Jefferson. Dunbar’s re-
port made it to the presi-
dent more than a year be-
fore Lewis and Clark re-
turned from their trip into
the Northwest. While the
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men were certainly not the
first people to travel-the
waters of the Ouachita, they
were indeed the first Amer-
icans to complete a scientific
mapping of the river and its

tributanes. s
A very speci 1
hosted by the Cl&lg\ zgun-
tv Historical Association
will revisit the findings of
thcil)unlnraml Hunter ex-
pedition. Dr. Trey Berry,
the ized rt on
the expedition, will be the
speaker. Berry is the Presi-
dent of Southern Arkansas
University, former Professor
of History and Director of
the Center for Region
Studies at Ouachita Baptist
University, and a Past Pres-
ident of the Clark County
Historical Association.
Berry authored a book
about the expedition, “The
Forgotten Expedition, 1804~
1805: The Louisiana Pur-

chase Journals of Dunbar
and Hunter,” and also ap-
peared in the award-win-
ning documentary, “The
Forgotten Expedition”

ic i invited to at-
tend the program, which
begins at noon, Tuesday,
Jan. 5, at Western Sizzlin’ in
Arkadelphia. Dunbars ink
pen, eyeglasses, compass,
and other artifacts, togeth-
er with the joumal he car-
ried up the Ouachita River
in 1804, are preserved tocday
by the Ouachita Baptist
Lfnivcrsity Archives in
Arkadelphia a 4 will be
displayed as a part of the
program.

For additional informa-
tion about Clark County
history, visit or contact the
Clark County Historical
Museum at the train depot
(www.clarkcountyhisto.

0rg or 230-1360) ot Uw
aark County Histonical As-
sociation’s Archives at the
Ouachita Baptist Universi-
ty Library (www.obu.edu/
archives or 245-5332).




