By Wendy Richter
For the Siftings

Clark County has seen its
share of crime in the years
since it became a part of
Arkansas Territory in 1819.
One of the Territory’s five
original counties, the coun-
ty covered a large geo-

area in the earli-
est years. And, the Military
Road (later called the
Southwest Trail) passed
through the heart of the
area, carrying people of all
sorts on their way to the
West and Southwest. Lat-
er, the railroad crossed the
county, too, somewhat par-
alleling the road.

Among those who made
their way to Clark County
was Rube Burrow, a na-
tionally-known train rob-
ber and outlaw in southern
and southwestern United
States. As the region’s fron-
tier days neared an end in
the latter 1880s, he came to
be one of the most hunted
in the Southwest since
Jesse James. From 1886
to 1890, he and his gang
robbed trains in numerous
states in the region, all the
while being pursued by
lawmen throughout the
country, including the
famed Pinkerton Detec-
tive Agency. Rube came to
Arkadelphia and Clark
County in an attempt to
free his brother Jim from
authorities following Jim’s
arrest for a bank robbery in
Genoa, Arkansas, com-
mitted with the rest of the
gang.

A train out of Texarkana
fell victim to Burrow’s gang
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was set for September 5,
1888, in Texarkana. At the
time, Arkansas’s state pen-
itentiary was located at
the sitcl mmmtm
capitol ilding. i

the early years of dm

‘ar, the jail had served as
a prison for Federal sol-
diers captured by Confed-
erate forces. Then, after
Union troops occupied Lit-
tle Rock in September of
1863, the penitentiary
served in the same capac-
ity for the Union by hold-
ing Confederate prisoners
there until the end of the
war. After the war was
over, the prison returned to
its former role.

Rube Burrow decided
to free Jim from his cap-
tors. He headed to
Arkansas on horseback
with his friend and cohort
in crime, Joe Jackson.
Rube’s plan was two-fold —
to hold up the train on
which Jim was to be taken
to Texarkana for trial; and
most importantly, rescue
his brother.

On the day Jim Burrow
was scheduled for trans-
port to Texarkana, Rube
Burrow and Joe Jackson
boarded trains with their
guns when the cars
stopped at Donaldson,
Malvern, and adjacent sta-
tions, looking for Jim.

Arkadelphia to meet the
day's last southbound
train. With only an hour to
ride, the two reached

in time to

torical Association plans
several programs during
the next couple of weeks
featuring Burrow and his
gang. Re-enactments of
Burrow’s visit to the rail-
road depot will be held at
the Museum on Sunday,
Sept. 12, at 3 p.m. and 4
p-m. The Historical Asso-
ciation’s monthly meeting
on Tuesday, Sept. 1, at
noon at Western Sizzlin|,
will include an appear-
ance by “Rube Burrow”
and his “gang.” The “Bur-
row Gang” will also be
available at the Associa-
tion's booth during the
Clark County Fair. The
public is invited to attend
any and all of these special
events.

For additional informa-
tion about these events or
other Clark County histo-
ry, visit or contact the
Clark County Historical
Museum at the train depot
(www.clarkcountyhisto-
ryorg or 230-1360) or
the Clark County Histori-
cal Association’s Archives
at the Ouachita Baptist
University Library
(www.obu.edu/archives or
245-5332).
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