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My purposs in taking this course was to rsad some of the
modern novels, since there is no particular course on the modern
novel offered in the curriculum.

My requirement for the ons hour-of cra2dit was to read five
of the modern novels and write a brlief analysis of each one to
include an anslysis of charactors and author's purpose in #iiting.

The five novels that I chose to read were: LORD OF IHE FLIES
by William Golding, VALLEY OF [HY DOLLS by Jacqueline Susann,

THE STRANGER by Albert Cazl;us, HOTEL by Arthur Halley, and FAIL-
SAFE by Eugene Burdick and Harvey Wheczler,
On the followlng pages are the reports of the individual

novelszs,

Rich Terry






The theme of LORD OF IHE FLIES is an attempt to trace the defects of
#ociety back to the defects of human nature., The moral 1z that the shape
of & soclety must depend on the ethical nature of the individual and not
on auny polltical system however apparently loglcal or respasctable., Lhe
whole book 13 symbolic in nature except ths rescue in the esnd where adult
life appears, dignified and capable, but in reslity enmeshed in the same
evlil a3 the symbolic 1ife of the children on th+ island. The officer,
having interrupted & man-hunt, prepares to taks the children off the
igland in a cruisger which willl presently be hunting its enemy 1n the zame
Way. -

The "lord of the fliss" is a translation of the Hebrew Ba'alzevuv
(Beelzebub in Greek). Golding's Bsslzsbub is the anarchic, amoral, driving
force that Freudlans call the Id, whose only function se=ms to be to insure
the survival of the hos7in which it iz smbedded or embodied, which fumciion
it performs with tremendous tenacity.

The emsrgzgence of this conceasled, basic wildnsegs iz the thzme of the
book; the struggle betwe n Ralph, the respresentative of civillization with
his parliamsnte and his brain trust (Piggy, the intellectual whose shat-
tering spectacles mark the progressive decay of rational influence az the
atory nrocraszses), and Jack, in whom the spark of wildness burns hotter
and closer to the surface than in Ralph and who ls the leader of the forcss
of anarchy on the isl:nd, 18 also, of course, the struggle in modern
gocilaty between those same forces translated onto a worldwide scale.

Fable~like, time and place ars vague, It is the post-catastrophic
nzar-future, in which nuclear wer has lald waste to much of th: West.
The fiasry crash of the boys' plane upon a tropicsl 1sland hes besn the
final stzge of thelr evacuation from England. How many chlildren orig-
inally landed on the 1sland alive we never learn; howsver, we do know
that there wers more than the slghte n boys whose name=s are actually
mentioned in the courss of ths novel.

The novel heeg besn taken as & strailght tale of 1lnitlation, with Ralph
as hero. YTet thers 1z more to it than Ralph's facing a brutal adult world
w¥ith & le2ment for his lost chlldhood and for the lnnoceznce he thinks has
been stripped from him. What Rslph dimly fathoms, the naval oflicer
"rescuer" canunot poasibly underatend--thet ths world 1s not yet ready to
recelve ity szints, neilther its Simons nor even its Plggy's and Ralphs.
Whether he means 1t or not Golding providesz = hopesful note, for even at
mankind's present stage of development Plggy and Ralph, the latter with
sheme, relapss= only slightly toward the barbarism of thelr contemporaries;
whild Simon withstands bthe powsrful resresgive pres ures completely. That
theze three repressnt thres-quarters of the novel's major characters
defeate any explanation of the noval in totally pessimistic terms.

It is not an obvious novel, az som:=times claimed. The timely arrivel
of the naval officer actz as no concession to readers demanding =« happy
ending. What we get 18 a necesszry change of focus: the boys who have
groWn almost titanic in thelir struggle are suddenly sesn again as mers
boys, some just tots, dirty-nosed and bedraggled. I1f they have becn
fighting our batile, we realize, with both hope and dismay, that mankind
iz sti1ll in something of a prepubsriy stzge. Thus LORD OF Il FLIES ands
as an act of recognition. The vision of Golding 1s through both sndg of
the telaszscops=.






VALLEY OF THE DOLLS is e gripping story that leaves the reader
wonderihg ¥hether Lifenis: worth all the problsmzg and sstbacks that
take all of us toward moments of real dsspalr. It is the story of love,
hate, envy, adultefy, and all those other adlectives that describe the
axperisnces of every person's 1life, It can be read for 1t%g sensztion-
allsm or it cen be read for the shockihg truth that It holds within.

This 1s the tim=less story of man's dssire to get to the top no
natter what the cost and no matterAwhat 1t takes. All the cheractors
are tragic in the sense that they made 1t to *the %op" and then found
thet 1life was more swaet at the bottom: They spent an entire lifetime
trylng to find something more out of 1ife only to find that 1life 1s lived
and not made. |

Ths "dolls" are the pills which =11 the rising insiders taks for
pep, sleep, energy, and for chasing the truth away. The pills come in
varioﬁs‘sizea;-éhapes, and colors, but they all spell disaster to the
ones who get hooked into thinking that all of 1lifs's problems can be
g0lved with & capsule washed down with a bottle of bourbon.

Lyon lost hime=lf in hls own desires end in his fallure to see that
real love hag s place in evary’one’s life, Jennifer took zn overdoss
of ths "dollg" and thus solved her problems by getting out of the humen
race, MNeely ruined her health and =all but lost her mind becauss she
thought tﬁit money was ths Treal symbol of successs., Anne finally succumked
to the dolls becausges she cguldn't face the reality that Lyon would neaver
love her.

In the end Miss Susann only showed us that 1life is too valuable to
loze it by thinking that success 1s meesured in tsrms of cars, houseg, and
color=+ TV's, It is valumble because we can live it and enjoy the matis-
faction that the weal wihi#r-in-1ife is the person who 1s happy in besing
himself,






: : |
the place where the Arzb had been. The Arasb is still there, and Meursault
moves toward the coolnessg of the rock whzre the Arab is lying. The Arab
draws a knife and Meurssult, numbed by the heat and glaring light, shootsz
him flve times. :

Meurseault 1s arrestxd, arraigned for murder. add the trisl comes
after a year in prison. During the trial the prosecutor describes
Meursault as & hardened, unfeeling criminsal; hs had sent his mother away
to a public home, vislted her rarely, had not shed a tear nor dezired to
ge: her body during the wake and funeral, had smoksd and drunk coffee
during the wake saud had not lingered at his mother's grave following the
burial. Moreover, th: day following his mother's death he had enjoyed
the company of Marie, 4And Meursault's friendship with an underworld fig-
ure such as Haymond fully indicated his criminslity., Meursault was found
guilty and s=ntenced to be decaplteted "in the neme of the French people.”

This iz the story of the "gtranger,'" yet thers is mors, much more,
involvsd, These innocent and carsless acts of his life have been gathered
together, interpreted by a prosacutinﬁ attorney, conflrmed by a Jjury, and
Meurszult 1z reco%nizsd ag & "mongter” whoses dszth has bzen decrsed by
goclaty., He hasg learned that familiar paths traced in the dusk of sum-~
mer evenlngs may lead as well to prisons as to innocent untroubled wsleep.”

The fragmentayry and individually und=rstandable events in Meurssult's
life were united under & moral judgment, and Meursault realizes that such
a 1life under such a:judgment means gullt, He di: not feel that he waszs a
criminal, =although he could zse that he came undsr that description.

In prison, awalting the end and having but a dim hope of a retrial,
Meursault 1s unchanged., Hls on» rsgret 12 that his liberty hasz been
taken away, but he resalizes that in ti.e end one can habituate himself to
anything, He g3t1ll lives and thinks In {the present momsn’, but now & new
element is introducad into his thought: the Inescspability of his dezth,
fhere 18 no way out, and it ig no consolation to szy that in thirty years
he would be in face of thes same fate, because it ig prescissly those thirty
yvaars of 1ife that are precious and irreplaceable. No matter what life
one chooses, no matter wist privileg:d status one achieved, this is all
gqualized Iin the end by the fate which chooses all men, saints and murderers,
whether they wigh it or not.

Msursault has at last brouzght to light the secret of his indifference
end thne reason for his unchangin: attitude evan in face of death, It is
because death iz the foundation of thiz indifference. Meursault has shown
his revolt againgt the illusion of moral absolutism, he hag reaffiremed
his passion for tlhe ilrreplaceable nresent moments of life and he has bs-
come conscilous of thes boundless fre=dom that death grants to the living.
He 18 no: revolting against the absurdity of the world; rather, he is
revolting against the attltude which holds that humsan life 1sto be gove
ernzd and Judged according to autonomous principles which are lasting and
Boverelzan,



HOTEL

AUTHOR: Arthur Hailey was bornm in Luton, England in 1920, He was a
flight lieutenant in World War II and served in the Hoyal Air Force
in the Middle and Far Rast.

Hig novel of American hospitel 1ife, THE FINAL DIAGNOSIS, appeared
in fifteen langusges and waz a Literary Guild selection. Another
novel, IN HIGH PLACES, was translated into Jiva languages and was
elso a Literary Guild selection., Mr. Hailey's plsys have been
performsd throughdut the world on television, and meny of hils
gtories have b-en made into successful motion plctur=s.

During the writing of HOTEL, ths author spent many months 1in
New Orlesans studylung hotel operations at first hand,

Mr. Halley lives in California with his wife and thre=s children.

CHARACTORG:

Peter McDsrmott was the St. Gregory Hotel's handsome gsneral manager
and mein charsotor in HOTEL. He had worked his way up frn;ball boy to
manzgey of New Orlesn's finest and oldest hotel.

Harren Trent was the St. Gregory's aristocratic owner, He had huilt
the St. Gregory from its very meager beginning and, though aged, wasn't
about to see 1t go on the markst blocks simply bacause 1t had had s few
bad months and wag threstened by mortgags.

Curtis O'Kesfe was the ownsr of = chzin of hotels all across the
world and upon hearing about the St. Gregory's financial difficultiss,
had come te¢ rescue‘it by making 1t one of hls countless mirror lmage hotsls,

Keycase Milne was the hotel thiaf that hed come %o the St. Gregory
in hopes of making ends meet and had left with more money than he had
ever geen in =2l1 his life.

Christine Francis wag personal assistant to Werren Trent. ©She knew
many of the confidentlal matters of the hotel and encouraged Peter to
overcome his past and be the real msnager of the St. Grsgory.

Herble Chandler was the weaseled face bell captain who made more
than some 0f the sxzcutives bscause of his control of tlpping and call
girls.

Duke of Croydon was ah internstionelly famous statzsman who hid behind
the skirts of hls arrogant, lce-malden wlife. He was involved in a hit
and run accident and trisd to use his diplomatic stending to avold trouble.

Albert Wells w2g tha llitle men from Cenads who nobody but Christine
pald any attentlon to. In reality he was a multi-millionare and eventually
bought the St. Gregory and turnzd 1t over tozPet=r.

Aloysius Royce was thes young colored law student tnab Warren Trent
had =8 his personal valet, He played = blg part in Peter's declsions
sbout integrating the hot=l.




HOTEL 1s the kind of novel that may bring back the bock that is for
reading. Mr. Halley convinces the reader that signlng into a hotel is
skin to signing into one of the most active volcanos, He takes one
behlnd the scenes and showg him th@ tremendoug task of running = first
rate hotel.

The St., Grsgory is one of the last of the remsining glants of the
independent hotelg. However, because of the fins=ncial difficulties that
beset her, she is in danger of becoming sntrapped in the modern world of
the cﬁain hotel system where everything 1s ordered to a set pattern of
rituals. ?

This novel could well be trylng to say to us what happsns when we
settle for modsrn cOannianGQB simply becausze evsaryons elae dosg. Qur
world 1s becommlng rapidly automatad, znd those that fight agalinst this
machine existence are just az rapidly shoved'to the bottom of the heap.

A large hotel is much like 2 miniaturs city, with people from all walks
of 1ife, Mr. Hallasy weaves ssveral stories 1ln and out of the novel, |
There are situations which arise in the hotel much like the gituations
that arisge 1n community living. From attempted aszault to deliberate
discrimination, the events of HOTEL prove theat the St, Gregory was a
city of concorete and steel with real people with resl problems,.

A1l in all Mr, Halley has written 2 novel that keeps the reader
gpellbound throughout. He has written a story of everyday 1life and

projected it into the luxurlious atmoephere of HOIEL,



FATL=-SAFE

AUTHORS: Eugene Burdick, who dled on July 26th, 1965, was an assoclate
professor of political science at the Unilvarsith of Californila
(Berkeley), wrote muny articles and short stories, was the co-
author of THE UGLY AMERICAN and SARKHAN, and the author of THE
480, THE NINTH WAVE, and other booksg. Harvey Wheeler provided the
technical assistance which this most complicated novel required.

CHARACTORS:

General Bogan was the commandsr of the Strateglc Alr Command and
heanded the underground command post at Omahs.

Colonel Cageclo was the second in command at Omaha and had storsd
in his mind much classifled information about SAC's offensive and
defenslve capabllities.

Congressman Ragkob waes visiting the intricate setup in Omaha when
the "sccldent” occured that would chsnge the course of the world.

Peter Buck was the Russlan trauslator who workesd for the President
of the United States. He never thought he would use his knowledge of
Rusgian to aveld world dsstruction.

Walter Groteschele was the expert on world polltics. He was ad-
dregsing the joint chiefs of staff when the "sccident” happened. He
was an advocate for war as a msans of making people sees that our system
of government 1s best. :

Lt. Col. Grady was the commandex of the squadron of SAC bombers
that carried out ths "acclident” to lts ultimate end.

FAIL~-SAPE iz 2 novel of our time, It 1s not an exposd, It does
not purport to reveal any spscific technlical flaw in our defsnse gystsm,
This book doeg leave the readsr defenseless, Hz 1g quickly subdued into
gstaying with 1t until he.finishes 1t bacause of its narrative pull and
because it is his 1ife thet la directly involved in the outcome. He
will be chilled by the awsrensss thet the prims slemsnts of this cosmic
horror story exiet in real life and are being intensified dsily. And

his entire perspective on the pressnt world is bound to bes altered.



PAIL-SAFE dsals with & most urgsnt problem that few civiliana are

aware of., That problsm 18 gur intricate defense systen with itz meny

complicated maschinss which in resiity may hold our fubure in their many

colls of wirling and countisss trezsistor tubes.
The "accldent” that I have referread to is & mechanical failurs that

gends & group of =ix United States stomlc bombsrs hurtling toward Busela

fre aceldant may
robability

2t 1,500 miles an hour with no cham

not occur in the way described in this novel, but the laws of p
2g8ure ug that ultimately it will occcur,

Baglcally our deferse system is bullt around s w

ratem of highly
L dnformatien that wonld

complicated computers that ars fed wilh all knowy

1#nd to & rapld anslysis of our ensmies' capablliities at any one tlime.

411 our systesms are on one gensral hook-up and Gan sld eath papticuler
station 1n‘hsip1ng‘aeiv; prabi&ﬁn:ﬁhaﬁ ariss. The mos$ common problem

1s that of unidentified flyipg‘gb&g@ts that appesy from time to time on
our radar scrseus. Until an object has been identified, our defenss forcee
are on the alert., One such alart is the "fall-gsfe” system of the Stra-
tegic Alr Command. In the event of an alert, all the bombsrz that are
flying all over the world fly to = designated spot on the globe and walt
for furthsr orders by both computer and wvoice. If the order is “gﬂ? they
fly to their predestined target end drop thelr payload, Ususlly the order

. it
is "no go,

and they return to their original flight psth.

In FAILZ3AFE the alert from an unldentified object was cvalled off,
but dus to =& mechanical failure, one of the groupz of bombers left 1ts
fell-safe point and began aﬁ ettack course on Moscow with four 20 megaton

bombs aboard esch one,



A1l attempts are 'unsuncessful to recall the bombers, bscauzse the men
have bsen trained to ths point that they almost work like mechines. So
for a few hours, the world totters on the brink of disastsr, The Prassident
gets on the "hot 1line” to Moscow and txies %o sxplain the moceidsnt, that
tie Busslen'’s ars viewing on thelr redar screens =& an attack by ue. The
President t%ri@é every thing to persusde them of our sineerity snd aven

ordera our SAC commanders to coopsrats with their Russisn counterparis

in shootlng the glx plases down. The Bussisne de stl‘ﬂ;{ four of them at

the cowt of about 100 Huesian fighters, but the other two drop thelr

bomba in the heart of Mosoow, fhe President makes 2 terrible dscision

ko s=acrifie

Bew York Tlty and ordars o B4C bomber to drop four 20

negaton bombs in downtown New York, This 15

here the giory ends, bt

: written. Heardly a wesk peasses withouwtd

nfortunately, 1% is sblll being

Bune new

warning of this dasger by kmowladgesble psrsons who taks &
ausly their duty to wern end inform the people. In additdiom, &11 toc
often pest crlses Eﬁw been vevealsd ko us in which the world totlered

on the brink of thermouuclear war while 840 commanders

pondered the true
vators of unidentifisd flying objects on thelf rader sorsens.

There 13 ;‘;m’&&ﬁmmm agraensnt among expsris that an accidentsl war
is possible mnd that ite probebility incrseses with bhe increasing com-

plexity of ths mene-gackine componsnts wkich meks up our defense system,

Although robody knows when the sccident will occur, the loglc of politica

tells us that when 1t does, the only way out will bs & cholce of disasters,
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