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imis 12 the sitory of Holden Caulfield, & pixte.n year
deg

0ld boy who, on being dropped by his prep school, decldes to

P

spend three deys and nights in Hew York before returning homs.
The events of lhose three days and nights, Lold in the bof%
own words, forwm more than a dramatic story. lhey are the
means by which Salinger skillfully portrays the thoughts and
feelings ol a youny boyv standinz alons =nd unsurs on the

e

threshold of manhood.

Bach word and each thought 1s Jusc as a slxbtesen yrar old
boy would cthink <them, from uvhe simple distaste of watching
gomeon= pick vimples to the wanderings of the mind =g a
prostitute takes off her dress and:prepares to earn her five
dollars.

Holden is subjected to almost every lndecent practice
known in the three days that he is slone in New York. Higs
thoughtg durlng this time make for hilarious but szsrious
reading.

THE CAUCHER IN IHE RYE is 2 slmple story, aud one in
which the reader must become involved 1n order Lo enjoy the
author's portraysl of a youngz boy's first assoclation with

gome of the realities of 1lifw,



THE GREAT GATSBY

¥, Scott Fitzgerald: Fitzgerald is an American novellst and
gshort story writer and regarded by many as the spokegman of
the Jazz Age. He was born in St. Paul, Minnesota and named
after his great granduncle, Francis Scott Key. He wasz ed-

ucated at Princeton but left before graduastlion to serve 1in
World War I,

CHARACTERS:

Jey Gatsby (Jemes Gatz): Gatsby wsee the hero of the story,

e man who had worked his way up from. nothingness to become
the biggest party glver in Long Island soclety. He had made
it blg in several undsrhanded enterprises during the prohibl-
tion years of the twenties. He had s=rved with honors durling
World War I and had spent all his time since then in sezsrch
of his beloved DRaisy, who had given up her hope of their
future together., All his soclalizing was in the hope that
Dalgy might notice him and want him back agaln. As 1t event-
ually happensd, Dalsy was the ultimate cause for his traglc
and untimely death,

Daisy Buchanan: Dalsy had makried but hadn't forgotten the
love that was between Gatsby and her. She was unhappy with
her marriage and was very delighted, when she filnally got
to gsee Jay agalin.

Tom Buchanan: Tom had married Dalsy soon after the war was
over, She had become tlred of walting for Gatsby to come
home and decided that life with Tom wouldn't be so bad. Tom
proved to be an unfalthful husband and was engaged in an
affalr, at the telling of this story.

Myrtle Wilson: Myrtle happensd to be the one who kept Tom
away fwom Dalsy. She was the wife of a used car salesman
and longed for the good things in life. Tom could glve her
everything she wanted, and so two homes were destroyed 1n
thelr wrong actiouns.

George Wilson: George had the misfortune to be marrled to
Myrtle, and his life was made missrable by her flirtations
with other men. Hig 1ife wag one of sadness, and he ended
1t by blowing his brains out.

Jordan Baker: Jordan wss a champlon golfer and & good frisnd
of Daisy's. ©Shewses important as a link between Gatsby and Dalsy.

Nick Carraway: Nickwvee really the main character., He supplied
the vital Informatton necessary to put the novel into 1ts.
proper perspective. re became good friends with Gatsby, and

in the end turned out to be the only one he had.



James Gatz, later Jay Gotzby, tame from meager means to
a life of grest wealth, IHis rise to prominence could be
attributed to hig deslire to live 1life to its fullest, He had
known ths meaning of want, and 50, when he met Dalsy, he felt
that he had found the promise of & full 1ife. Dut a war and
geveral months separstlion wers to keep him from this goal that
he had set 1n his 1life,

Hg found that liquor was a lucrative business during the
twentles and reaped his reward accordingly. Hie prosperity
only made his 1life without Daisy more miserable. lherefore,
he set out to win hesr back., He moved into a large house
directly across the bay ffom her and began to throw partles
every wezk in the hope that she might attéﬂd on=,

She never came and didn't until her:cousin, who happened
to be Gatsby's nsxt door neighbor, asked her over for tea, at
Gatsby's requ=ust. The rest was obvious. They found thair
love for each. other had not died and attempted to maks a new
start together.

Daiay's husband, Tom, didn't like the idea of another man
taking his wife away from him, even though he had bsen cheat-
ing on her for years, On their way to Dalsy's house after a
very heated argumsnt with Tom, Daisy and Jay hit and killed a
woman, Tom's lover, Myrtle Wilson, and left the scene of the
accident. Although Dalsy was driviug, everyone assumed that
Gatsby was the sullty party. #Myrtle's dazed husband, George,

found Gaitsby and killed him, then, he turned bthe gun on himself.



This was the story of a soclal outlaw, James Gatz, making
his way up in Long Island society, obgessed by the American
dream of quick and easy success, yet haunted and then destroyed
by the fatal woman of his youth.

This novel contained all the ingredlents for a success-
ful "Americen" novel: love, passion, hate, violence, and mur-
der, Although Fitzgerald's writing was excellent, this was
gimply a story of everyday happenings. However, T[HE GREAT

GATSBY is a very moving story of the "Roaring Twenties."
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TOBACCO ROAD
/- Y- 5

AUTHOR: ZErskine Caldwell

Caldvell was born in White Oak, Georgia, and has bezn a2 cotton

picker, stagehand, professional football player, book reviewer,

and screen writer., Hls novel TOBACCO ROAD was later dramatized.
The setting for TOBACCO ROAD is the rural country outside

the city of Augusta, Georgla, in the early 30's.

CHARAOTORS:

Lov Bensey: Lov was one of the few white people on the tobacco

road that had a steady Job. He made a dollar a day shoveling coal

for the railroad. He married one of Jeeter Lester's daughter, and
gince the girl was only twelve, they had a real problem marriage.

Pearl Bensey: Pearl was Lov's wife and suffered much from her en-
vipfnment., She eventually left Lov and went to the blg city to seek
gomething a 1ittle better than the 11fe she knew.

Jester Legter: Jeeter was the head of the Lester clan and was ons of
the sorrlest pesrsons on the road. He boasted of the fact that he
didn't really know how meny children he had fathered. The only

thing he ever did was talk:akout raising a bale of cotton to the
acre, Of course, he never got around to actually working the land.

Dude Lester: Dude had the misfortuns of being ons of the last of
the Lester children remeining on the o0ld home place. Although he
wag sixtesn, he never did a days work. He passed his time throwing
clods of dirt against their old sharecropper house,

Ellie May Lester: The only reason that Ellie May had rsmaluned at
home was her harelip, which made her very unplearant to look at.
She eventually went to live with lov, when Pearl ran away from himf

Bessie Rice: ©Sieter Bessle, as ahe was called, claimed to be a
Wwoman preacher, but she was mor= nearly bthe husay that Jeeter's
wife called her.

Grandmother Lester: This woman was a mo3t pitiful charactor. She
wag literally starved by the other Lesters, They left her the crumbs
from every meal, and she wag forced to eat grasgs and weeds. When

she was run over by an automobile, they gimply w-tche@d her die in the
muddy road and then covered her body with dirt.




TOBACCO ROAD is the story of poverty in the South. It is the
stbry of people who die of starvation because of thelr stubborn faith
in the land. All these people had ever known was cotton. Generations
of them had survived on the same rlot of ground for years., But now,
survival was not possible, Thelir soil was depleted, and unless they
could keep up with the fast moving agricultural society, they were
doomed to a life of misery.

The Lesters were such people. BEvery spring Jeeter would feel
the call of the land to burn off the sage and turn the dirt with a
plow., But his thoughts couldn't buy seed-cotton and guano necessary
to farm with, He had mortgaged everything in past years to raise a
crop, but the interest had been so high, that even his best year had
only brought him a seven dollar profit, But even this couldn't kill
Lester's faith in the land that he loved. He was always td@jing of
borrowing the seed and raising a bale to the acre, lis dreams,
however, couldn't buy the necessities, and in the meantime his family
starved.

Some people left the farms to work in the city factories. These
were the lucky ones. They managed to live, though their move had
cost them the only life they knew. Most of the Lester children had
gone to the city and forgotton their deadbeat Tfather.

The Lester parents ended their lives early one morning, as the
old house caught fire from the burning sage of other:farms. They

diéd alone and hungry. But their faith in the land had never died.
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OF MICE AND MEN

AUTHOR: John Steinbeck

Steinbeck 18 an American writer and winner of the 1962 Nobel Prize
for his great book of migrsnt workers, IHE GRAPES OF WRATH. He was
born in Salines, Californis, in 1902 and grew up emong the farming
people in that western state., He resd extensively =as a child, and
his knowledge gained from this and his work experience as hired hand
on meny different farms account for some of his best works beling
about the farm and ite people.

The setting for the story is the farm country south of Salinas.
The time 1s before the use of machinery had taken the place of the
work mule on the farm.

CHARACTORS:

Lennie Smallt Lennle was rather mentally retarded, but was a hard
worker in the barley fields. His partner George took care of him
and kept him going with the ldea that somesday they would settle
down on & little place of thelr own, Due to higs condition, Leunle
recslved his greatest plsasure from his sense of touch. He loved
to feel anything soft and warm., His brute strength and his lack.
of mental and physical coordination led to the deaths of many of
those soft creatures that he loved to touch.

-George'Milton: George was Lennis's caretaker and companion. They
had been friends in childhood, and George had promised Lennis's aunt
that he would look after him. Hls fondest dream was getting a small
pitece of land and ralsing just enough animals and vegetables to get
by with,

Curley: Ourley was the boses's son., His father owned a big farm,

and Ourley straw-bossed for him. He had been a boxer at one time,

and ‘because of his small ataturs, he didn't like anyone who was largs.
Siﬁcahfonnis wes large, Curley was constantly trying to pick a fight
with m.

Slim: -Slim was one of the farm hande and was Just about the best
mule skinner around. He understood the relationship of Lennle and
George and befriended them. Slim's problsm was Curley's wife. She
had a roving eye and seemed to always be where Slim was.



OF MICE ARD MEN is the tragic story of two migrant workers who
only knew the 1ife of the hired hand, George and Lennie were rsal
friends, and vwere it not for George, Lennle would have probably been
in an asylum for the insane. George took care of Lennie énd kept
him out of trouble by doing all the talking and literaslly bheing
Lennie's brain.

Lennle's passion for feeling soft things had gotteh him into
trouble many times. Once he had touched a girls skirt and sbecene
20 frightened when she screamed for him %o let go, that h= only tight=-
ened hig grip. When she did mansge to fres herss1f, she told some
men that Lennie had attacksd her. So Gsorge had to coms to the
rescue and hurry Lennie out of town. That's the way it had been
for the two rovers.

George and Lennie were well on their way of realizing their
dresm of ewentually owning a place of thelr own. They settled down
to a Job bucking barley near Salinas., It Jjuzt so happened that the
boas's son had a very pretty wife that couldn't keep her hands off
the other men. Lennie Wwas no exception. She wags attracted to him,
becauge he wasg always off to himself. One afternoon, while Lsnunle
wag In the barn, ghe cam= 1in and began to tease him. He felt of her
halr, she screamed, and in his vanic, he broke hesr neck.

Lennie ran away and hid where George had told him to hide, if
he ever gdt into trouble. George found him and talked softly to
Lennie, as he put a bullet through the back of Leznnie's neck, just
like one of the hands had killed an old, useless dog the night before.

Slim was the only one that understood George's faelings. The
tragedy was that Georgs, Lennie's only friend, had to put him out

of the plciure.



THI OVH IR AMBRICA /~7-6d
AUTHOR: Hichael Harrington
Barrington wae born in 1928 in St. Louls, Missouri, and receivsd his
Mast=r of Arts dsgra« in English litersture in 1949. He was assocl-
ate editor of THE CAINOLIC WARKER from 1951 o 1953. He has worked
on the Fund for th- Kenublic's Study of blacklistlng in the enter-
teinnent industry and served as consultant to the Trade Union Project
of the Fund for the Republic. He is now a fras-lance writer snd a
contributing editor to DISSENT and to NEW AMIRICA.

The charactors of the other America are the poor who made the
mistake of being born to the wrong par=ntz, in th* wrong section of
the country, in the wrong industry, or in the wrong racial or sthnic
group. Once that migtake hazs bsen made, Lhey could have besn paragons
of will and morality, but mozt of them would never even have had a
chance to gat out of the ovher Amsrica.

fhe poor live in a culture of poverty. Averything about thean,
from th= condition of their teeth to thes way in which thsy love, is
gsuffused and pesrmeated by the fuct of their novarty. The family
structure of the poor ile different from that of the r=st of the
gsocisty. Thers ars mors homes without a fathar, th2res 1s less marriags,
nore early pregnancy, and mark=2dly dlfferent attitudes toward sex,

Ag a result of this, hundreds of thousaznds of children in ths other
America nsver know stability and normsl affec lon. In a nation with

a technology that could vnrovids avery cltizen with & decent 1ife, 1%t

1s an outrages =and a gcandsl ths! thev: ghould be such soclizl mlisery.

[¥)

Any attempt to abolish voverty in the United States must ssek to
destroy the pessimlsn and fatalism that flourish in the other America.
In part, this caen bs done by offaring resl oponortuniti=s Lo Lhege

zives rise 0 their sense

(&)

n=onls, by chenglng the soclel r=s8lity that

of hopslessnsaes. A canpalgn against the mi-wery of the noor should be

comprehensivs, It ghould think, no: in terms of thls or tha’ anpect



of poverty, but along the lin<s of esgtablishing new communitles, of
substituting a huwan environwm-nt for the inbhuman ou: that now exists,
Mome of thez= objesctlves can bs accomplished 1f racial prejudice is to
continue in the Unlted Statas, Negrozs and obher minoriti=s consti-
tuts only 25 p=2r c=nt of the poor, y=t thsir degradation is en im-
portant element in melatsliqing the entire cultur= of poverty.

Ihe welfars provislons of Amsrican soci=ty that now help the
upper two-thirds must be extended to the poor. Thig can be dons 1f
the other Amsricens ars motlveted to takes advantags of the opportunlties
before them, 1f thsy are invitad into th= socisty. It can be done if
trhrers 1g a comprshenslve progrem that attsciks the culturs of poverty
at svery one of 1ts strong polnts.

There 1g only one institution in the soclety capabls of acilng
to‘abolish poverty., That 1s tiie Federal Governrent. Howevsr, cen-
tralization can lead to an imp-rgonal and bureaucratic progrsm, ons
that will be lacking in the vary human quality so sz ential iun an
avproach to ihs noor. Thes olbhsr Ancrice 1z Syoi noclcally under-
repregsnted in th= Government of the United States. It cannot really
sneak for itself.

Az =& ragult of thls situstion, there 1s no realistlic hopz for the
abolitlon of poverty in the United States untll there iz a vast soclal
movement, a new period of polltical creativity.

Poverty in the 1960's 1s 1invisible and it 1s nsw, and both thase
fectors meke it more tanaclous. It is more lsolated and politicelly
vowsrlesg than ever bafores. It 1s lecad wi.h lronies, not the least
of which is that many of the poor vis=w progress upside-down, &3 =
msenace and a threest to their lives., And 1f thes nation dow=s not mea-
surs up to the challenge of automation, novarty in the 1960's might be

on the incr=ocs=,
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