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The purpose of this specilal stu@ies has been to help
#2411 gaps in my reading of out?tanding novels, I felt that
I nesded to resd some novels that most students of English
are sxpectsd to read. Although I'm not an English student,
I realize my shortcomings in the resding of some of the Classics.

In this special studies (H-{sl), I was recquired to
read five novels from a sslected reading 1ist and write an
analyels of each ons., I chose to read the following books
for one hour of credit: BLACK LIKE ME by John Griffin,
INTRUDER IN THE ﬁUST by William Fsulkner, SISTER CARRIE by
Theodore Breiser, LES MISERABLEé by Vietor Hugo (counted for

two books because of its length).

!

Rich Terry
May 25, 1967



BLACK LIKE ME ‘
The author of BLACK LIKE ME is Jo'n Howard Griffin, Griffin
1s a novelist and lived in Mansfield, Texas with his wife and
three children until the situstion created by the open
criticisﬁﬁ%his book. forced him to move his family out of

possible danger. BLACK LIKE ME won the 1062 Saturday Revliew

Anisfield-Wolf Award.

The stor& 1s of men who destroy the souls and bodies
of other men for reasons neither reakly understsnds. It is
the story of the persecuted, the defrauded, the feared and
detested.

The main character is the author himself, who undergoes
each incident that 1s mentioned in his book. The people he
mentions are important only to the situation in which Griffin
places them Iin. Some names are left out for the obvious
reason of protzcting these peopie from possible hurm.

Griffin presents his material as facts, He writes much
like & diary 1s written, in that he relates happenings from
day to day. From time to time, he interjects his own views
on a particular phasa of his experiment, but is careful to
present_the real story as truthfully as he poésibly can,

The theme bf the book 1s man's injustice against other
men of different races and color. The conflict is man against
man in the struggle for existenéa 1ﬁ 2 world in whiéh men do
not look on their fellow man as equal benefactors in God's
world., Griffin strives to present the conflict in such . a way
that the readers may see their shortcomings in their treatment

of their fellow man.



The time is 1959 from November 6 to December 14, John
Griffin traveled to the larger clties of the deep South. The
story begins in New Orleans and ends in Mansfield. Griffin
vislted towns in Louisana, Mississippi, and Alab#ma.

John Griffin decided that it was time that someone wWrite
the true story of the Southern treatment of the negro. To do
this search for th¢ trutk, Griffin underwent sn experiment of
- several weeks duration; in which he gained first hand infor—‘
mation into ths 1life of a Southern negro. He galned this
~insight by becoming one of them. He darkened his skin by
various medications and slipped from one society into énother
one by simply changing the color of his skin, He literally
put himself into the shoes of & negro and found out what it
was like to be_iboked down on by s0 called "first class citi-
zens, " |

He found 1t hard to belleve that he was actually the
same man with only different colored skin. Overnight he was

cast into ; society that is kicked around by virtually every-
.one. '

This story is not new. Mistreatment of the negroes has
besn here since the late 1600's when the first slaves wefe
brought over to work the land., The white man has brought
the pfoblem on himself and now it i1g up to him ﬁo solve 1t,

This book can be of great veluz to the open minded
~person who is wil 'ing to tiink and not take everything he has
been taught zs fsctual truth. Sometimes 1t takes the courage

of one man, such as Griffin, to wake ones up to reality.



INTRUDER IN IHE DUST

William Faulkner is one of America's most distinguished suthors--

& Nobel Prize winner, Pulitzer Prize winner, and National Book
Awgard winner. He was born in New Albany, Mississippl and spent
Amost of his life around Oxford, Mississippil.

Characters:

Lucas Beauchamp was the old negro man accused of the mur-

der bf Vinson Gowrie, a white man., The people hated Lucas
because he refused to act like a common negro. He had some
white blood in him and wouldn't let go of this fact., He had
much pride and more durability.

Chick Morrison was the young boy who had come to know

Lucas four years esarlier, when he fell into a frozen creek
and was fished out by the old negro men. This event led to
a binding friendship, although Chick never could resolve
himself to the fact that Lucas had gotten the better of him,
Chick was responsible for uncovering the grave which led to
the proving of Lucas' innocence,

Hope Hampton weg the town sheriff and was influential in

seelng trat Lucas got a falr trial and was subjected to no
harm by the lynch-hungry mob.

Miss Habersham was a spinster of seventy who Jjoined in

with Chick and Alex Sander to help uncover the grave and
eventually help Lucas to go free,

AlegKSander was a young colored boy and Chick's friend.

He overcame his inherited fear of graveyards and helped Chick

dig up the grave of the murdered man.



Gavin Stevens was Chick's uncle and a lawyer who attempted

to help Lucas, He was determined to see justice done and saw

to 1t that no harm came to Lucas while he was in Jjall,

‘Orawfofd Gowris was the murderer who threw the blame on
0ld Lucas.

Fsulkner uses his own 1little Southern town and produces
a sltuation in which he can get his polnt across to his
readers. |

An 0ld negro man, Lucas Beauchamp, was accused of murder-
ing a white man, Vinson Gowrie, The evidence was all against
him. He was found standing over the desad body whth & gun in
his back vocket that had been fired once, The town was im-
medliately aroused to the point of mob violence. No one thought
to check the body to see what calibre bullet hed killed Vinson,
Tucas knew he hadn't murdered him, so he &sked_a young boy,
Chick, to go and dig up Vinson's grave and show the law t@at
Lucas' pistol hadn't done the shooting.

Chick received help from his colored friend, Aleck Sander,
and an old spinster, Miss Habersham, and dug up the grave,
only to find someone else (Jske Montgomery, who knew that
Cravford had killed his brother Vinson, He had dug up Vinson,
only to be killed by Crawford while digzing the grave);

Vinson and Crawford had been partners in a lumber enter-
prise and Crawford had been stealing from him in secrecy.
Lucas discovered the wrong and Crawford tried to get him out
of the picture by making it look as if the o0ld negro killed
Vinson, Crawford was later brdught to Justice and committed

sulcide rather thsan face his family.



Fsulkner weaves, in and out of the story, the problen
of race relations in the South. Lucas had white blood in his
veins and wasn't about to act like a "nigger." The people
hated him for this fact and wanted his neck when they found
~out thst he had killed a white man,

Faulkner says that the fundamental tragedy in the relations
between the whites and the negroes is the difference in values.
Neither group well understands the values of the other and
conflicts sometimes vaulting into grim tragedy are inevitable,

Faulkner indicates in Luczs that patience, kindness, and
durability of the negro are the gqualities that the whites have
lost and now badly need.

Faulkner believed wholeheartedly in the South and felt
very wermly toward it. He knew there was a vproblem of resce
relations and recognized the problem for one that could be
solved, but solved by the Southern people themselves, His
desire wes to help the people of the South to see thelr sit-
uation and strive to better it, Faulkner wanted this better-
ment to come from the South and not frdm the Northern "car-
pet baggers," He felt that the Southerners could, if given
2 chance, work their vrolbem out to the satisfiction of
everybody.

INTRUD=R IN THE DUST is a masterpeice %hioh should cause
each person, not just Southerners, to search his heart and

seek to rid it of any prejudice which might be there.









Environment is the all-determining faotor.in the story.

' The deficlencies of Carrie's environment, stage by stage,
caused her to wimh for and to seek what she had not. Her
childhood home was drab »nd unpromising; gshe then found her
married sister's plodding resigned existenca grim; her dréam
of success in the Ohicago job was soon shattered by the real-
1ties of crude, debilitating working conditons; Hurstwood
was llkewise preconditioned for his fate by hié glamorous bﬁt
materialiy limited managerial position, and by the home at-
moéphero perpetuated by his selfish wife and tﬁo gpolled
children. Environment is at the back of each character,
pughlng him oompulsivgly toward more money, more pleasure,
more success. Dreiser's belief was that men are divided into
the strong and the weak instead of the good and the bad, and
that 1t 1s far more common for men to drift 1n=the wind of
determinism than to exercise thelr fre:» will.

Moriey and what 1t can buy motivates avery_character in
the novel, With the exception of Mr, Ames., For Carrie, as for
21l the others, money becomes a magnet, drawing her into the
paths which promise-plaasure, success, and hapniness, Although -
gold had always been a gbd to Hurstwood, sumbolizing bomfort'
and luxury to which he had become accustomed, he found after
his Chicago fiasco (in which he stole ten thousand dollars

from his partners and took Carrle to Montreal with him) that
he is too old, too tired, snd too scared to begin the struggle
for it sgaln. |

Dreiser is skillful in his use of descriptive detall in

order to depict social conditions of the 1900's. He can sigh



ovzr and deplore humanity but he cannot take 1t uoon himself
to convict and punish, His philosophy 15 that mon is o wisp
In the wind, & walf of nature, end that the world is wilthout
sufficiant reason or meaning to us. Men is in a2 stage of de~
velopment where he is buffetsd between the two forces, never
wholly governsd by one or the othars-sither instinct or reaeson.
" Dreiser writes sbout the 1900's in his novel Sister
Carrie. Most of ths action takes place in the two metrop-
olisgs of Chicago and N2w York. Thls novel tendsd to dis-
turb its readers because 1t left with them the fact that true
haopniness 1is not found in msterisl success. It is full of
misforfune ond misery which came to one of the characters
because hs centered his life around materisl poss=ssions.
Drals=r , both skeptically and humsznisticelly, predicts the
inexplicsbility of Carrie's reaching the ton, materialis-
tica!ly spesking, only to find hesrself bereft of real con-
tentment, left =2t the snd to rock and wonder about her own

humanity.






Marius was the lawyer sbn of Baron Pontmercy, a hero of ‘Waterloo.
Marius fell madly in love with Cosette and eventually marrieq
her. Without the help of Jean Valje&n,Marius wouldn't have
lived to see hié bride.

Thensrdier was an old war heéro who had saved Baron Pontmercy's
life, He and his wife had kept Cosette while she was young.
Knowing Urbain Fabre to be Jean Valjean, Thenardier tried to
blackmell Marius and was sent to the Americas with some~money,'
in order for him to be quiet.

Les Migersbles, Hugo's best and most famous novel, is
essentially the story of Jean Valjean and those who profoundly
influenced him. . The novel 6pens on Jean Just‘after he has
been released from the galleys, to which he had been sent
nineteen years before for trying to steal a loaf of bread to
feed his sister and her starving children., His yellow pass-
port, signifying him as an ex-convict, clgses 21l doors to him
except that of the Bishop of D_____ who, by his Christian char-
1ty and faith in Jean's best nature, starts him on & new career
a5 a good man, As M. Madeleine, Jean becomes a thriving man-
ufacturer and mayor of M__ _sur M__ , though he is under the
suspicion of a tenacious police inspector, Javert, Jean's
public caresr ends suddenly when he 1s forced by conscilence to
expose himself to prevént the conviction of an 1 nocent man
for a'cfime which Jean had committed.

After escaping from the galleys, Jean goes to Parils. In
a2 guccession of houses and under & number of assumad nsmes,
Jean brings up a little girl, Cosette, in fulfilment of his

promise to her dying mother, Fantine., In Paris Jean is again
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