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Some Ubservations of Modern Drama
4s Bxemplified by Tennessee Williams in
The Glass tenazerie and Sudde:ly Last Sunuer

The purpose of this Honorsg Special Studies ﬁrojoct
ws ho accualint the avithor with a facet ot Liftes ture
of which ne had not come into contact, This area of
literature was the =2rea of modern drana. A8 Aan exanple
of the aoden playwrickt's style and metho’, the avthor
crnose vo concentrate on Tennessee Williaus, Thus several
Tennessee Willlams works were r ad,--and these, The Glass

menacecie snd Suddenly last Bumnmer form the basgis from

whilch some conclusions were drawn,

Tennessee Jillisasz was born in 1914 in Coluribus,
ligsissippl, but most of his later boynood »ears were
spent near St, Louls wilssovri. He received huis B.a., from
t:e University of lowa in 1938, ‘The first public recor-
nition of his talents came in 1945 with the Hroadwny

o

production of Yhe (l.oss lenagerie,

William's characters take tue form of thne varied
spectra ol society, outbtinternesath this wveneer is found

the violent besst driviag man to destroy tis fellow man



1

and himself, Ilis characters are all psychologically siel;
they can only reacit Ho the world,

There are pyrobably many methods available to accomp=-
lish the task for which we have set owrselves, but the
one the author has chosen is to give a brief sumﬁ&ry of
vhe two works at the onset, and to continue from that

voint.

Briefly, uﬂdeH1 Last Summer is the story a young

woman,.ﬁatheriue, who nhad witnessed & traumatic exnericnce,
This experience was seeing her cousin, Sebastion, at-
tacked and devoured by a maag of young children, The

conflict in the story is that Sebastian's mother does.

(4]
Tt

not. want to believe the truth of what Catherine =sovs,
The experience of what she has witnessed was toomuch for
Catherine who became emotionally over wrouvhb and has
peen placed in a hosplt=sl, It is here that Williams
began the action of his play.
In the opening lines we meet Sebastian's mother and

a specialist who has beea suumoned o their house, e
learn goon that toe goal of Sebastian's mother is to gel

thae doctor to attennt experimentsl

cery on the sirl
to stop her from "babbling' tue truth,

In the second scene we

—k

ect Catherine, wno has been

ra

brought from twue hospital to tall to Sebostian's mother

1., s " : . . -
Tenngggee Williams, lncyclopedla Britannica(Chicago,
dncyelopedia Britannica, Ins, 1965) Volume 23, p. 631,



and the doctor. As this scene onens, we become immediately
aware of low completely Cntherine's life is dominated by

tue ruies and restrictions of the hospital, even walle

2]

ter who accompanies Catherine

J

5

aw y on a wvisit, The 5l
will not eve: let her smoke, 48 this second scene closes,
Catherine is be;innin; o become overwrougnt br menorics
of what happened "3Suddenly Last Sumrmer."”

Scene II1 introduces Catherine's mother and brother,
One can soon sense that the only thing they wenut is the

inheritance from Zebastian's estate, 'To insure tuis,

they want Uatherine Lo change her gtory, wnich not cven

they believe, To them, it is too fantastic to believe,.
scene IV is the concluding $ceﬂe, with the partici-

pants confronting each other, Affter one explosive situ-

ation at tune onset, the doctor gives Catheciie a drug

to make her tell the truth, Then the doctor begins to

draw the events of tue previous summer from her. She

recounts the entire summer, including the observation

that Sebnstian had used her to procure for him, This

is a nint that sebastian was Lionosexual, Cathoerine con-

7

cludes the story with/saue hideous statements that

sebastian wos destroy-ad by those children to whom he

had siven tips, and probably to whom he had made adwvances,
The only ray of hope that Williams leaves one with

is trne concliuding line by ti.e doctor, All the others
% N

>



have evidently dishelieved the story., Tlowever, the doc-
tor says "I think we ouzht at lesst to consider the

possibility that the gmivl's story could he true.“z

To the casuval resder, The Glass benngeric misht

seem defficent from Suddenly Last Sumier; vyvebt lthere are

+ ¢ H . T - ] na - » -
simt Lorities, Tne Glass lMeanserie is also tue story of

ooyouns woman whosge enotions have becone fraved, Lauras

Wing, ield, the girl in The Glegs lenaerie hogs Tuiled to

entablisn coatact wit

[y
o
=

reallty, partly becausce of =
crippled le . This srorter le;: causes ner bto hanome

1

}..:.

ce @ plece of her loss collection(lhe Glass Uenapserie),

The form of whis second nlay is guite different Trom that

LFound in suddenly Lasb sSupaer, Jq this nlay, toe narrcator

is also Luur@'ﬂ brother Tom, “om in nis second role as
narrator bvesins the action and also sums up the action
u.d ends tae play.

The nlot of this story is woncerned withn Lhae at-
tempts of laura's mobther to ges Laura some ne tleman
callers, The mothegr is culte bewildered becouse no
pentlieman cnllers ever come to oall on TLaura, She 18
extremely concerned that Tauvwra only liked one boy, Jim
O' Conner, who had been the high school hero. By chance,
U' Conzner works at the same factory as Tom,., Because the
mother hes beqgped for so long for Yo to haelyp Liaurs getb
some gentleman callers, Tow as

ks div to come Lo dinven,

unawlre Thot Loure and Jim once tnew each other

iffnne o i b o i s € P e



After dinner, Jdim cavtuses Laura'

g ] ed.,

tier forpet that she is cripnl

As they dance, one of Lne glass figures,

)

its kind, is knocked to the floor and

After this hoppens, and

to the moment. A8 soon ig

pe, not

to apolooi renl i ins

nad,  Thexn he brutally, &% least so 1t mv

ne is spoken for, He
T

story ends with {tellias the

tells her t.at
sudlence thi

Join the

rohant marine.,

]
i3

The Lich we have set is

similarities bet these

LwWeer

anlti:or feels that there are some

similarity is guite appareat., This is

focnl chnoracter is

“irls have nad sigs

it

g}

thern, destructive experiences.in the

altered their lives., In both

perience which has overshadowed all else

In sSuvddenly Tast Sunmer, Catilerine hss al

of the destruction of her

her emotionully, In The

the fact thut one lesr 1ls shorter

her emotionslly as well @s physically.

Leural's condition is

s hoarth
She even
the only
ite
ahe

ovaer,

That

leaves, ar

LWO
sinilarities,
thoat the

chologicnl

ir lives

nlavs there

nugin Sebastia

The

that tae ceripoled le

f=i

g

nake

ecins to dance,

one of

norn iz broken.

sives herself
Jim besins

the kise has

st seemto Laura,

d the

he ran off to

if -there are

GV 5.

ple This

The first
main

r |

and emotional

ificant, and to
which have
is ong ex-
in fthei
lowse:d

the exverience

n to criw@le
Glags liensgerde Laura has let

that the other cripple

and foact of

is vwot theth



noticahle to anyone else but Laura,
I noth plays, the girls nave something sexual
happen just before fThe imnending et occurs which shatters

her. 1w BSuddenly Last oummer, CUatherine allows herselfl

to be "picked-up" by a man who uatkes love Lo her u=nd

then tells her that he ie married., In The Glass lenagerie,

Taura allows herselfl to be kissed and to be carried away
by the kiss just before Jim tells her that he ig promised
to anothner,

Both plays nave wun overh

sring sense ol perversion,

it -

In osuddenly ILast Sumier this more apparant, esnpecially

with the scene of the devouring of sSebastian, IThe Glass

Lenageriec nas o wore subtle tone to its werversion, but

tuls author feels tiat Tom's passion to attend movies-ié
somewnat perverted.

;r, Williams uses his memories of his original home,
Kississipoi, to color tie actlons of Dboth these plays,

Tne confrontation in Suddenly Last Summer seems to be

set in a plantation tType house, vrobably in Wew Orlessns,

In the Glass Menagerie, while the action of the, present

is cuntered in 3t, Louis, there arc refcrences to the
rother's menories of gentleman callers baclh nome in

. .
mississiool,



o

Une last observation concerns 'y, Jilliams' por-
irayal of a search Tor troth or wisdom, The way that he
~does this hasg sose similarities in both stories. 1In

cuddenly Last Summer, it is Sebastian who was the

gearcher for wisdom. OSebastian is only obliquely refer-

red to and only in the past, since his demise presents

the reason for the confrontation, In The Glass (ena-
gerie it is Tom, who 1is mot the one about which the'play

is about, that is portrayed as a searcher for truth. *om
has.to flee the home to find the truth he longs to fihd:
What then nave wve found in these two Willigms’ plays?
We have found Chargctei% widich caunot cope with life,
ﬂ@SGVCﬂﬁwﬂCt@TS have allowed theiy circwmstances to cloud
their future. 1 believe this nrotrayal of charncters

wio leave vpsyciaologicel problems is an  outgrowith and

&

realistic protrayal of life as it really is.
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