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suonosedly one of the outstanding figures of this pgeneration,
refutecd its very existence. He said it lacked commcn age
groups,_goals and gpiritual sclidarity. However, the accomplish-
ments cf the grour are tangible proof of its beins. "Only in

the generation of 1898 were esthetic values defined, wovrks cf

art analyzed and the creative prccess exnlainea."®

No cne contributed more to these achievements than Misuel
de Unamuno (186h-1936), described as "the pgreatest Cigure of
centemporary intellectual Spain..., the mest imwortant Spaniard
since Goya..., the leading figure of the generaticn of '98...,
and the best symbol of his ccuntry and his time." '

Unamuno studied at Bilbao and received his Ph.D. in 1883
from the University of Madrid. DBeginning in 1E8L he taught for
gseven years at Bilbao, the city of his birth, writing for a sccial-
igt newspaper. He received an appoinbtment to the Chair of the
Greek T.anguage and Titerature in 1891 until 1901 when he became
Rector at the University of Salamanca. Unamuno supported the
Allies during WWI and was exiled in 1924 to the island cf
Fuerteventufa as a result of his criticism of Primo de Rivera's
¢lctatoriasl regime. Rescued by the french, he lived six years
in Paris and Hendaye, a town near the Snanish border. Generally
apolitical, he criticized all the regimes under which he lived

8

including monarchy, dictstorshin and even the renublic™ whose
establishment he had formerly advocated.? In 1530 he returned
to 3pain and died in Salamanca after six years.

Unamuno d¢iffereé from his contemporaries in several ways.
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