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Then naked and white, &ll thelr bags left behind,

They rise upon c¢louds, and sport in the wind.
And the Angel told Tom if he'd be a good boy,
He'd have #8od for his father and never want Joy.

And so Tom awoke and we rose in the dark
And got with our bags and our brushes to work.

Tho' the morning was cold, Tom was happy and warm,
So 1f all do thelr duty, they need not fear harm.

A freedom of imagination is the theme in "The Chimmney

Sweeper® of Songs of Innocence. The first stanza portrays

the speaker as a child whose feeble cry tells the world that
his mother has dled and that he has been cast into a bosom
of soot. In stanzas two through five Tom Dacre's dream 1s
recorded. The little chimney sweepers are released from
thelr black coffins, which are thelr soot-covered bodles,

by an angel with a bright key. They are released into the
land of innocence which Blake would have calied the land

of imagination. Thelr physlcal poverty and harsh life
cannot discourage them because they have the abllity to
escape into thelr dream-world through imagination.

A 1ittle black thin% among the snow:
Crying weep, weep, In notes of woms!

Where are thy father and mother? say?
They are both gone up to the church to pray.

Because I was happy upon the heath,

And smil'd among the winters snow;

They clothed me in the clothes of death.
And taught me to sing the notes of woe,

And because I am happy and dance and sing,

They think they have done me no injury:

And are gone to pralse God and his Priest and King
Who make up a heaven of our misery.



The shift to "The Chimney Sweeper" of Songs of Experlence

from the one 1n innocence is mainly one of character. In
the earlier poem, the mother was dead, and the father was
not present. Now both parents are living and have gone

"up to the church to pray." Even though he has both parents,
the sweeper of experience has no vision. The first sweeper
could escape from reality into the realm of innocence, but
this one succumbs to 1ts darkness and to the tyrants of
experlence.

The first two lines of the second stanza refer to the
chimney sweeper of Iinnocence who, despite his plight, can
smile and be happy in the knowledge of his own innocence,

In experience, however, the sweeper's parents bind him with
"clothes of death," which contrast sharply with Tom Dacre's
naked whiteness, For the sweeper in experience, there 1is

no vision, no angel with a bright key, no rivers to cleanse,
and no sun to warmj the clothes of death are the ultimate
reality. Thus, in the last stanza he confesses his misery
and winces from his injury. His misery is important to him,
and his parents are evil for aliowing it to happen. 1In

the last stanza he indirectly curses God and Priest and King
for profiting from his misery. He could have gone nsaked,
but he accepted the clothes of death. He could have sung

a song of Jjoy, but the notes of woe came easier. He coulid
have made a heaven of his misery, but he did not see that

heaven and ali dlety reslided in his own breast.ao
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