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chapter 1

"Whatever one's appralsal of Harry Tr 1 as
Fresident, he commands admlratlon for hil wWdoml-
table courape through the election year, un the
other hand, what happened to Dewey ls e c¢lassice
example of what the Greeks call hubrisg, the pride
before the fell. Yet, there is no room for any-
cne to throw gcorn or dirlsion, All saw through
the ;-lass darkly in 1945, Clreumstances contrived
a gipantic comedy and pulledall lilke puppets, One
cen almost hear Puck 1n the wings, 'Whet fcols
these mortels be.' The experlence should be a so-
bering reminder of human fallibility." 1
As electicn day in 1948 drew nearer, politlcal

pollstcere, pres and amateurs united in predlieting vie-

tory for Thowmss E, Dewey, Only uvndordcg candldete FPrea-

ident Trumaen and, as 1t turned out, the Amerlcan elector-
2

ate digarreed with thls consensus,

At the end of 1947 Truman was ccralidered certaln
for renonlnation by hle party, and the Gallup Foll
showed that he would easily defeat elther of the two
leacinrg Revublicuns-=Governor Dewev and Senator Taflft,

A pet-tousgh pollcy with Russla had purhed up hls popu-
larity~-the Marshall Plan, his advocazcy of rfeovernment
action to curb high prices, his confrontatlion wlth labor
leader John L. Lewis which ended in 2 Truman vlectory,
all had bhoosted bis popularity. The '47 November elec-
tions had brourht Favorable omena, after the devastating
defeat 1n the Confresslonal electlons of '46, with Den-

ocrats wimming meny loeal electlons. On November 7



political cormentator David Lawrence said, "The ehances

are less than even that the Republleans wlll win in 1448

no matter whom the Republicans select ss their candidate."3
But within four months univercal pesesimlsw had sel

ir. Trumen was consgldered a cértaln loser, and there

was a strong drlve to deny hlm renominaf.ion. WNever has

the pelitleal stoek of a Fresldert fellen with such

4
lightening rapldity.
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chapter 11

There ls a quality of drama to Truman's 1life
story. He had been lilfted from relestive obscurlity to
the FPresldency by the unpredicteble processes of Viee
Pregidential selectlon and the death of FDR.

Harry Truman waz born on kay &, 1804 1n Lamar,
Missourli, His father woa a furmer and a mule treder,
Harry never pgot beyond hligh school, owlng to a finan-
clal disaster t at befell nls father. He worked as a
timekeeper, a benk clerk and returned to the family
ferm at age twenty-two., He was fond of playing the
plano, reading hilstory, the llesonlc Lodge and Natlonal
Guard drill, World war I dlslodeed him from his com-
fertaeble rut., Captaln Trumsen discovered in France,
1918 that he conld coummand men, andrhe come out of the
war with new found self-confidence.)

After the war Trumsn narrled Besg Wallace and
Invested in a haberdaghery that was foreed to close
during the depression in 1922, He then turned to pel=-
itica under the sponsorshlp of the powerful Fenderpaoast
organlzation. The kendergasts' needed a2 candidste for
county Judre of Jackson County, sissouri, They chose
Truman to run, and he won the general election wlth
eage, He now hed a §3,000-a-year job and = new crreer,
Two y=areg later he was defested~-the only electorsal
defeat in his career--but made a comeback in 1926 when

he was elected presidine Judre. He served in thls



capacllty for eight years and earned a reputation for
belng a consclentious offiecial and an honest one--a
rare dlstinction in that area.b

Truman was Juast a small cor 1n the Pendergast
machline., He always malntained that Tom Pendergast
never asked him to do a dlshonest deed, but his rep-
utation suffered from gullt by associatlon--a loyal
agsoclatlion with one of the wmost corrupt political
machines in the country. In 1934 the Fenderprasts'
nerded a senatorlial candidate. They inally turned
to Judpe Truman who was earer for the chanece, Toupht
hard and wou.7

In wWeshington Truman wes known as 'the Senator
from Fendergast." [t was a very painful situstion
for him since no owme judeged him on his abllity byt
only on hls background, He wag larpely legnored. Even
thoughh he had gquletely brolen with Tom Pendergast, he
refused to turn hls baeck on his friendsa or to sppear
weak by stabblnpg the people who helped him. Truman veted
strairnt New Deal snd rrestly admired FDR, but the wWhite
House held hiw at arm's length because of thce Fenderrast
arcimae around him, Trumen did not, know 1%, but FDR was
out to breskh Penderﬁast.a

By the time Truman came up for re-electlon 1n 1940,
Tom Fenderyz st wag In Jjall., FDR sent a mess-re to Truman
that 1f he did not care to run for re-election, he'd be

glad to gFive him a seat on the Interstate Co.merce Coumml-

alon. Kr. Roozevelt dald he didn't think Lr. Truman should
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care to run,

gy, Truman thou.ht he should! llowever, FDR's offer
was & meosure of how f'sr the errand boy hed come; 1t was a
considerable show of recognitlon from the mazn who didn't
even want to meet him four years esrlier, and was now willling
to take the trouble he'd pet for elving a eood zppointment
to the notorious henchman of T. J. xendergast.lo

The lIendergast mmchine was In ruins; Trumen wes on hls
own., With mearer funda and a hastlly lmpreovised orpanization
he won the primary over FDR's man by only 7,600 votes, It
wag the triumph of the undercog and a foretaste of 1948,
He ren on his record, as he was always goint to run - the
record sald that Harry wazs an honest man., It became clear
from this election that Harry Truman had been running for
Himgelf for e lony time - since way basck in 1922 when he
ren for county ,judp;e.11

1t wes in hia second term that Truman made hie mark
ze a senator by chalring the "Pruman Commlitee”, an ad-hoc
conmittee established 1o 1941 to Investleate the national
defense prorram. This commlttee was a conprcssional cone-
aclence and audltor of the entlre wer productlilon pregram
crugading againet buresueratle weste of gll kilnde. DBy the
time Truman reslened me chalrman in 1944, 1t had saved the
taxpayers over flfteen billleon dollers.'©

The comumittee rave Truwman the sort of reputastion which
leads to g liTetiwe 3enate seazt, out ln wsay, 1944 & Southern
revolt apalnst Vice sresident Henry wallace, who was re-~

rarded as too left-wing, caused the President to accept a
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ney runnlng mete, Trumen emerged as the cholce. He was
an excellent selectlon for he had an impeccable New Deal
record, he wes ecceptable to the 5South and in good stend-
ing with labor, was something of a hero as & war investl-
gator and he had no enemies.13

Less than three months aefter Truman took office as
Vice Fresid:nt, Roosevelt sulfered z cerebral hemorrhage.
The death of Roosgevelt catapulted Triman inte that elite
clrele of thirty-three men who have held the office of
Fresident, DBut Truman was unprepared; FDR had not groomed
any man to be his successor., Truman had to conclude
America's participation 1n World War II1 ard help estab-
lish peasce. He was confronted with occupation problems
in Germany, Austria and Japan and was totelly unfamiliar
with Roosevelt's secret understandings wlth Churchill and
Stalin. Within the yegr he was called upon to ride the
awlft current of lrritated publlic opinion Tlowlng out of
Anerica's readjustment to peacetime.14 As Truman himself

gald:

"I felt that 1 had lived five lifetimes in my
filrst five days as Tresident. I was beplinning to
realize how little the Founding Fethers hiad heen
able to anticipate the preparations necessary for
a uan to become President so suddenly. It 1s a
mighty lesp from the Vice Frresident to the rresi-
dency when one is forgced to make it without warn-
ing. Under the present system a Vlice Fresident
canrot, equlp himeself to Lecome TFresident merely
by virtue of being seecond 1ln rank." 15

While the nation mourned FDR's death, Truman en-
Joyed & honeymoon with Congress as with the country.

At one point President Truman had e prezter popularity



wlth the American public than did Roosevelt or Elsen-
hower, Yet he war more often a minority then a majlority
Fresident in public oninion polls.16

Truman was swept along by the momentuw of things
started under Roosevelt, ©Shortly efter he took office,
an International gathering at 3an Franciaco began to
draft the charter for the United Natlons. On liay 8, 1945
Germany collapsed. Just as he was about to dlacuss
Germany's fate st Potsdam, he was informed that the
United States now had a successful atomic beomb. Truman
promptly issued a decree for Japan to unconditionally
gurrender or face utter destruction, A new era in war-
Tare opened when Truman ordered the atomic bomb dropped
on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, Japan surrendered less
thaen five months aftsr he took office.17

Dlsenchantment, when 1t came, was pgraduzl and 1t wag
both personal and political. As Fresident, Truman sermed
hopelessly miscast, lacking the dipnlty or charm of hls
able predecessor, [lila personallty dellghted some, dis-
mayed otters, but the maeln concern was over the way he
faltered and fumbled under the weight of responslblility.

"...the plain people 8till llked Harry Truman as

a plain man, but he was not a Fresident who imgplred

thelir high confidence and enthusiastic sdmiration....

A great many of the U, 3. people felt sorry for him,"

Trumen's method for handling the rallroad strike in
May, 1946 enrsged his labor supporters and left many cit-
l1zens withh serlous deubls concerning hls judrement. After

montha of deadlochked negotietions, a nationwlde rallroad

strike was called. A crisis atmosphere developed for the
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coal mines were also on strike, and the country had re-
cently Dbeen harassed by a masslive strlke wave in steel and
other industriea.19 Truman spoke to the leaders of the
railroad unions saying:

"If you think I'm golng to slt here and let you tie
up this whole country, your crazy as hell."

"Welve got to go through with 1t, Mr. Presildent,"
Wwhitney said. "Our men are demending 1t."

Truman got up from his dest. "TAll right, I'm going
to glve you the gun. You've got Just 48 hours--until
Thursday st thie time--to reach a settlement. If you
don't I'w golng to tzke over the rallroads in the name
of the government."eo

In a dramatlc appearance before a Joint session of
Coénrress, Truman demanced the right to draft strikess
Into the army whenever natlonal safety was lmperlled.
During his speech he was informed thet an arreement had
been reached, but he stuoll to his lemislative proposal,
This incident was probably Truman's most rash and poten-
tlally dinpgerous acts as President. It did put a shine
on Truman's luare as a tough, determined, "to-~hell-wilth-
where-the-chlps-may-fall fighter for what he belleved was
right." This eventusily alded him ln 1948 when labor
fipally came back to hils corner., DBut for now he lerlt
labor cold.21 !

Az the 1946 conrressicnal elections ap;roached,

Truman had been in offlice nineteen montha. He had pre-

alded over the tinal viliectory in the war, but the mood

# gee illustritlon pare 9a
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of exultation and hope had gradually faded, In hls major
endeavor at home--to hold the line on prices and wagesz—-
he had falled. The coat-of-1llving 1ndex leaped from 76.9
nt the end of 194% to £3.4 a year loter ad to 102,00 by
1948, Prlce lncreases brought wage Increases which were
preceded by strikes. Ordinary consumera, caught 1n the
price squeegze and plapued by shorteges of meat, autono-
b.les, housing and other nceds turned thelir lrritatlicon on
the most obvicus scapegoat--the President and the Demo-
cratic administratlon.22
"among the wembers of hls own party,” the New

York Times reported late in 1946, "the prevailing

attitude toward the President 1s one of almple des-

pair and futillity. MNMNost seem te thinl he "ag done

the best he could, but that hls best simply was not
good enough." 23

As the midterm election campalgh warmed up, the
Republicans, with rare genlius, summed up the natlonal
mcod providing a focus for resertment with "Had enough?"ﬂ-Z
one of the moat devastaling campalpn slorang of ell time.gi

Novenmber H--election dry. When 1t was over, the
Republicans had talien control of Conprese for the first
time in slxteen years, The crushing defest brought more
comfort to Herry Trumsn than despeir, I& lifted twin
burdens from the President's shoulders.e)

when Truman came to the Prealdency he was s moderate
congervitive, but he had inherited a lileral mandate, o
el of liberal advisers and a fecllng of coblipatlon to

defer to his dead predececsor's wlshes. 1lnescapably,

Trumwan Tound himself mel:ing statementz and advocating

#% gee 1llustration pape “a

L#



wHO CAN IIANDLE STRLIKES BEST?

Democrates HRepubllcans Neo Dlfference

Qctober, 1945 41 31 28
Pebruary, 1946 %6 26 28
‘Cotober, 19246 2% 46 21

it

DEMOCRATIC DECLINE

~1946~
Congressional Yrefererces
Democrat Republican
February 55 45
March 53 47
July 49 51
Ocotber 47 5%

wn
S
-

L)

November Election 45.7
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policies in which he personaily did not wholehaartedly
belleve, Therefore, his administration talked ocut ol the
left side but lonped for tie right. so it was bound to
stumble and drag its feet.a6

Dut with defeat in 1946, the mandate won by Roosevelt
in 1944 was 1ifted. Truman was free to Le his own man~-

or to be hls own Fresideunt. He could now go in any direc-

tion he wlshed, Second--the Republicens now had the re-

gpensiblility of finding solutlons for the problems of
pogt-war United States., Truman now had his own scapegoat
to use as an excuse when things weren't going well.27

Shortly after the electlon Truman's fortunes began to
improve. A new ond refreshing 5, .- moved intc the intel-
lectual vold eround the FPresident, ¢lark Clifford, smart,
able, diplimastlc young lawyer from 3t, Louls had been pro-
moted tc¢ the post of legal counsel to the President.,
Clifford dld not talk or lock llke & New Deal llberal,
thourh he was, and he gradually won Truman's full confl-
derce becomipg his chiefl speech wrlter and udministrative
cc:rf::r'xrlj.nat01‘.‘28

Truman t.ok a firm llne agalinst e strike called by the
United ¥ine Woriers, propesed the poliey to ald Turkey and
Greece whilch became known as the "Truman Doctrine'--Ameri-
can anpport for natlonsg everywhere which were resisting
Communlet pressure--and launched the karshall Plan., These
new ventures displsyed Truvman for the Tirst tlme In full

command of the powers of hils offlice. By following his own

advisers, Truman wes beginning to win bhack large numbers



=-11=

of dlgaffected voters. By July, 1847, Dr. George CGallup
released hla new poll which found 55 percent of the public
now favored the Demccrets in a Presldentlal electlon--~com-
pared to 47 percent who would have voted for a Democratic
candidate in December, 1946, Gallup spoke of the Dﬁmo-
crats as having executed "a msjor political feat."EJ

By mid-1947 the Truman administration's poliey in
domestic affanirs was made clear when Truman vetoed the
Taft-Hartley Act which imposed slgnificant restrictions
on the exercise of labor's power in collective bargaining.
This was a major victory for Truman's llberal advisors
led by Clark Clifford. 3uddenly Truman emersed as the
champlon of thco labor movement little more than a year
alfter he had demanded power to put the rallrcad gtrikers
into the army. This Taft-Hartley veto was the first
meJor step in closing the gap between the inner convie-
tions and public utterances of Harry Truman. The veto
message was ineffectlve since Conrress passed the law
over Truman's veto. But t is restored standing with the
unlons made 1t likely that they would sup;ort hlm in the
Fresldential e=lection the followl g year.JO

It was one of the misconceptiong--perhaps a publile
reletiona triumph--of the 1948 Democratic campalsn that 1t
generally gave the lmpression of belng "an lmprovised,
desperate effort of an embattled Freesldent flighting
slngle-handedly asalnst over-whelming oddﬂ."31 There 1s
littie doubt about the desperation of the campalgn, but

it was not improvised. The campaign was carefully planned

every atep of the way. The reneral lines of strategy were
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drawn as early sg autvan of 1947, These verc a basis blue-
prirt wrltten by Clifford in a lencthy memorandun on "the
ocllitlies of 1940." when Clifford began his paper in 1047,
Truman w. 5 ned really the underdog; ro one had any reason
Lo predlet a 3outhern revolt and Henry Wallace had not de-
clared hls cundidacy. However, none of those invelved In
the project were overly optimistic., The 19486 defeat was
still fresh ir thelr nemory; the Hepublicans had mary able
candidates; the tflwreet of Henry Wallace was obvious&.J2

In min-November Clifford presented Truman with a 43-
pare document--hold and c¢lear in lts analysdls of preazent
trends, accurate in predlctlng tie future, and proposing a
course of action for Truman te follow Tor the next twelve
months,

It wos predicted that Thowmes E. Dewey would be the
Republican candidate; Henry wallace would run on a third-
party ticket: President Truman could win even wlth tihe losgs
ol the blg EBEastern states if he held the South, West and
labvor vote. Events confirmed thece Judprements. Cliiford
w-3 wrong in one predlction., "As slways, the 3outh can be
considered safely Peumoccratie, and in formulating naticnal
policy, it can be safely irnored." This tize the South
aloply refused to follow atandsrd procedure.JJ

Truman read the doeurent and arreed with Clifford's

analyals. The concept of a bold, uncompromising ofTensive

with the otete of Lhe Unlon messare on January 7.



chapter 111

Hurry Trumen's Stnte of the Union messsge, dellevered
before Gongresgs at 1:30 F. ., January 7, 194&, wes the open-
ing sun of his reelectlon cumpaligsn that wse tco last for ten
mnenths, This speech was to announce tge political progran
on which the ¥resident would carr‘.pﬂip'jn.JZ\L Glark Clifford’'s
young aasistant George M. Elsey gald that the speech:

".,..muat be controversial as hell, must state the

iesues of the electlon, must draw the lline sharply

between Republicans and Democrats. The Demceratic

platform willl stem from it, and the election will be

fourht on the isgues it presents." 35

The reaction of the Republlican dominated Elphtleth
Congress was "extrzordinarily chlily." Scven times Truman
paused for applause end there was none, Demoerat Lowell
Melletti wrote:

"The receptlon for Herry Truman wes markedly 1like
that given the Folar expleorers by thelr lmmedlate
acuvdience~~a circle of correctly attired penguins, A
few penguins on that day fla .ed thelr wings." 36
The ma)or thrust ol the megssoge dcealt with domestic

issves. ?ruman requested a mult-pronged social propram
Including expended social security, health lnsurance, Fed-
eral aid [or educzstlon, Federal housling, extended farm
suports, congervatlon ol natural resources and hlgher
mininmum wares. There was also one novel approace which
showed the Trumen touch--he proposed that each tazpayer
gshould be able to deduct forty dollarg {rom his tax bill
for himeself and each dependent. Slaple; uncluttered by

37
foncy mathematlics; somethinpg every voter could understond.



~jd.

The President came out fully clad a New Denl llberal,
and those on the left and right kiew the reasvn~-~on Decem-
ver 29 Henry Wallace had entered the pollitiecal picture with
a third party. Truman's program was designed in ggrt te
steal the thunder of Wallace's progrecsive party.JL

The Democrzte greeted hls spcech with something less
than enthuslesm; the Republicans call=d 1t "a labored effort
to promlse all things to all people;" the press particularly
critlized the forth dollar tax credit as "unmitigatedly dem-
agoglc...explicable as a trasparent polltical move," 7

The State of the Unlon message to Convress designed to
keep the Freciddnt's program in the hesadlines., Truman was
exploiting one of the major berefllis of the Presidential
office durlng election year--the power to create publiclty
Just by beliny the President, The slogen around the White

House was "hlit'em every Mondey,"

a8 Truuan pave the Conpgreas
much unsolicited advice, He lssused hls econouwic report;
Reorganizational Flan 1 of 1948; plan for o waterway that
would 1ink the 3t. Lawrence Hlver to the sea; a propossl for
curba on graln used in meking ethyl alceghol all in the month
of January. Othere frow February to March concerned: clvil
rights, extenslon of wartime controls, hlghwav construection,
assigtance to Greece and Turkey, International Telecommuni-
cation Conventlon, asslistance te China, U. 5. participation
Iin the United Natlong, housing, extension of the Reciprceal
Trade Act. ost Lf not all of these messa,cs sourht te

dramatize the pulf between dynemlc, arrreeslve, Democratlc
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Fresidential leaderghlpy and a etsrnant, partlsar, Repub-

llecan Gongress,

By far the most lmprotant of these messages was the

ocne on elvil rights presented February 2nd, Trumen had

eotatllished a Fresldentlal Commlittee on Civlil Rirhtas in

1946 under the chalrmonshilp of Charles E. Wilson of Gen-

gral Electric, The committee's stud "o Secure These
Yy

Righta," made a number of drastic recommendations, On

the basals of this study Truman wade ten reco.merdatlions

to Congress:

1

AT 2~ 23]

QO 9 o =

i

enact modern clvil riphts laws adequate Tor the needs
of the day

legal attack apalnst all forms of discrinminotion
antl-lynching leglsletion

end to geprregation in interstate counerce

gstablishuent of a Falr Roployment Practices Commlssion
stronrer protectlon for the rirht to vote

rl ht teo safety of person and proverty

gelf-povernment for the Distrlet of Colunbia
egatablishment of a permanent Coumission on c¢lvil rights
elimination of discriminabi-n inagéderallemployment and

segrecation of the armed forces.

Thia Presldential paper was remarkable for 1lts scopéa

and audacfiy. Even FDR Bad never gone thls far to alid Ne-

groes; he beinpg polltlielan enough to realize its fullest

1

Implications,

There wre an immedlcte roar of indignatlon from the

"ignorable" South, Represcntative Sam Hobbs accused the

President of a desire "to keep the South a congquered pro-
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vince,"

and Representative Eugene Cox said, "Harlem 1gs
wlelding more influence with the Adminlstration than the
entlre w-ite Soutb." Senator John Connally of Eexas said
thet it was a "lynching of the oonstltutiOn."aa

The Fresldent expected thene repercussions and had
announced hile civil riphts stand early 1n the year to glve
Southern tempers a chance to coel off. Instead he added
flre to the already slmmerlng pot of Southern revolt. At
the Conference of Southern Governors in Walulla Springs,
Florida, the following week, the revolt was given a chance
to gather mowentum, They eventually adoptod a forty-day
cooling-off perlod. But 1t was becoming obvlcus that
something serlous was In the worlke., Senator Eazstland of
Mlsslssippl, labellng Trumaen a "ecarpetbarg-v," declared,
"All we have to do 1s to refuse Lo vote the tlcket....
By withholdinp the elechoral votea; the 3outh csn defeat
in 1948 any Democrrtic candidato."AJ

In order to placate the dissident Southerners,
Trumen qulitely backed away from lnltlating actlon to get
his clvil rights leglslation passed, Hls two executlive
orders on Tederal employment and the problem of the armed
forces were not relecased until after the ctormy Democratle
Gonventicn. Truman dld everythling posslble, short of golng
bacgk on hlf February 2nd epeech, to keep tre Dixlecrats 1In
the party.+4

Another scorlous blow came to the Democrats o few dayo

aftor the clilvll rights message when the aqueation concerning

the extent of support lor Henry Wellacs was answered, On
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February 17th In a apeclal electlon Tor Cenrress held 1in the
24th Congressional Distriet of the Bfonx, supposedly a strong-
hold of Democratlic boss Ed Flynn, the Americen-Labor cendidate
Leo Isacson, backed by Henry Wallace, trounced hils Demcecratle
and Liveral opponents by a two to one margin, Thils Indlcated
that Wallace's strength could cost the Democerats New York and
other Eastern states in the Iresidential electlon. Wallace
had campalgned in the distriet which was 35% Jewlsh saying,
"Truman talks Jewlsh but acts Arab." Although the United
Nations, under pressure by the United 3tates, had passed
through a resclutlion for partition of Palestlne on November
29, the Unlted 3tates had then issued an arwms embarge on
December 5. gewa and Arabs were now flphting with hundreds
being killed.P5

Under this cloud of prevalling doow, the Demccratic
Party held its annual Jefferscon-Jacliaon Day dinner wlth the
distingulshed puest Cor the evening being Presldent Truman,
The atmosphere waz prim, 3Senetor Clin Johnson ¢f 3outh
Carolina had reserved an entire table rirht uade: th: eyes
of the FPresident, then senl an aide to msle gsure the table
reinuined vacaut, They spent $1,100 to keep that table vacant
refusing to attend on the sround that slnce no serregation
wes enforced they micht hove to dine with Neproes.46

The absence of prominent Southermers was very notlceable,
There were fund-ralsing dinner psrtics throughout the South,
ag usual, but 1ittle if any ol the proceeda Tound thelr way
to the Demccratic Nationsl Co.mittee. At Little Rock Governor
Laney tool a vote a to whether the funds should be retaisd

in Arlarsas as & protest areinst the Fresident's eivil rirhts
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himself of the support of so many varied groups."50

The Democratle leaders could se¢ their str nge con-
glomeratlon of support bases belnp pulled apart., The party
wag an amalfam of a conservative South, a progyressive, or-
ganlzed labor movement, bLip-city mochines, moderates, 1lb-
erals, tdeaslists, rudlcals, Jews and now Negroes--all Tused
torether by the political genlus of Roosevelt end torn apart
by the partlculerly apt blundering of Truman. The convictlon
that Truaan was a deed duck was due baBlecally to the [ixed
idea thut politieal analysts hsd been proclalming for some
time--that the dizsolutlon of the Roczevalt coslltlon wses
inevitable. To a larpe extent the declline in Truman's
political strength was thils sophlstlicated politicael thil-kling
becoming ingrained in the public pasycholopy. Time and agaln
political analyste wrote thst anly the war enabled Roosevelt
tc hold his coalitlon torether in 1944w-an ldea lmpossible
to challenge or substantlete, There 1s domething to the
bellef that 1 you say somu?hing aften enough, loud enough
people berln to beclleve J.‘c..J1

In the dark days of the spring of 1948 Truman was
urred to withdraw. The bellef 1n the certzinty of Trumen's
doom led to the most blzarre development ot a rather blzsrre
campaign-~-the etfort to drel't CGencral Dwlght D, Elsenhower
in place of Truman., (It has been reported that Truman offered
to withdraw 1I' Elsenhower would consent to run wlth Truman
as the Vice Fresidential cendidate. Truman denles this, and
General Eilzenhower simplg seys thot any ol llrwnation on this

should come from Truman or not at all.) By the enud of March
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the rebellion was erupting in all parts of th. natlon.
However, Elsenhower was not int:rested in receiving Lhe nom-
ination, ard the rebellion pradually died. Trunan w.s nevor
worried abovt belng cenled renowinstlon. He imew Lthet to

& greot degrec thie nian sltbting in the Jhite House ccontrolled
hlg party's c.nventlon throuph nomiung the cheirman, patron-
age which glves cintrol of psrty wmachincry deown to the lowest
precinet woriker thus ernabling the Ireosident to corral econ-
ventlion delegates, and the Lellief tihnt to dump the party's
loader, thereby repudinting the rocord of the party, is very
dangerous, Once Trumen had declded . run Lhere was 1itlle

r,
L2
that could be done to prevent renomination.
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Fresident," sald Teft, '"1s blackruarding the Congress at
every whlstle station in the country." Wwith this Taft
colned the terwm uvsed to deseribe Truman's campeign~-"whistle-
stopping." He alao managed to woundrthe clvic pride of
every place the trresident had spoke.}T

The Tresldent was hlrhly satlsfied with his trip. As an
exLlemporanéous apeaker he Insgplred the c¢rowde as hls prepared
speeched could never do, He established the free-gswlinelos
style he was to uvese In later campelen trips. Once Truman
cawe out as his own men alfter 1046, he preduaily, thouph
Llunde: ing at tlmes, let his natural political Instincts
take over, He belleved In the people as strongly as he held
thie Congress, Ferty leaders and press in contempt, You
wight say he decided to "tell it like it 1al" -thls was

sowething the people could undergtand.



chapter v

As Truman slld downhill, the battle for the Repub-
lican nomination scemed to be all lmportant since whom-
ever won would obviously be the next Presldent., The strug-
gle for the nomlnotion is the story of the rise snd fall
of Harold S3tzessen. Many Republlcons belleve th-t 1f the

vigorous, young Stas-en had been nomlinsted, he would have
13
been eleeted,

The lending candidatew were Governor Thomos E. Dewey
of New York, 3enator Robert A. Taft of Ohio and underdog
farold 3tassen. Dewey was the sweetheart of the liberal
factlon of the larty. He had risen to promlnence 1ln the
1930'e az a racket-busting distrlct attorney ln New York
Clty. 1ln 1942 Devey was the flrat Republicaen in twenty
years o wln the gove norship of New York, He established
a reputation as a mode ate econoilcally and =soclally with
a talent for effleclent mansgement, In forelrn alfairs he
was an advoecate of the Unlted Natlons. He won the Repub-
lican rominati.n in 1944 wlthout aectlvely cauraipning for
it. He coild not Qefest the electorate's reluctance to
turn out Roosevelt ag Comnander-inChlef dvring wartine,
but did wmake a good showins., & was recturned to the ;Ever—
norship of dew York in 1946 by an lwpressive victory.;)

However, Dewey was not a dramatlc or compellilns can-
didate. Many found his manner cold and smug. Time mag-
izine wrote of Dewey that he was "to mechanistlcally pre

cise to be liked, to waichfully unbending to be confided,
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tig primary 1n Wlsconsin on April ©, Stassen pulled off a
surprise, overwhelmling victory over favorite son Ceneral
Douglas Macharthur, Stessen then moved hls very effeactive
organization into Nebrasks where the three leaders cam-
palgned vigorously. Here Stassen won apaln, 4in the pri-
mary 1ln Pennaylvania where no csndldates were entered,
Stassen recelved enocugh write-in votes to win. Suddenly
the Gallup roll had done & flip-flop, and Stassen pulled
ahead of Dewey.63

Btassen had capturcd the lmagination of the publlec.
The reasons for hls tremendous succegs are the man himself--
he was youns, only forty-one, and appezloed to the young,
In 1928 he had stazrtled the netlon when at thirty-one he was
elecled povernor of wlnnesota, After wartlme serviee in Lhe
Navy, he returned to the politlcasl scene. Hls enthusiasm,
drive and physleal appearance radliated strength, purpose
and decislven?ss. He sttracted young lleutenanta with ded-
leated zeal.é‘

Staeser declared his candiduagy for the Iresidencey in
1946 and launched a campalen that was to cover 16C,000 miles
In forty-two states. 48 a mldwesterner, S3Stassen appeeled
to the conservatives; he was en internationalist reflecting

the liberal temper of the times. Ile sermed as bold and

forthright as the title of hls book Where I Stand. In the

age cof anxiety when there was a deep distrust of politiclans,
Jtossen came forth as a new, unorthodox, forceful personality
who had the self assurance to cope with the problems of

the times. Hls chances looked good, but then cawe the mis-

takesg.
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Stassen's drivinp ambition caused hls first mistole--
pitting himeelf arainst Taft in the Chio primary on kay 4th,
Talt told Stassen honestly that Staszen could not win in
Taft's home state, but 3tassen tool the sdvice as a sipn
of weaknees. DBy the time 3% ssen ssw hls mistuke 1t was
too late, Talt won the primary, and Stassen lost vsluable
tlme from campalgning in Oregon.66

Dewey knew the improtunce of COrepen, where another
Staseen triumph would almost assure 3tassen the nomination.
Devey was talling no chances thls tlume but campalpned long
and hard. WNow 1t wns Stossen's turn to panle, and he aid
makinr o erucial error. IHe challenred Dewey to a debate
on wrether the Communlet Farty shoild be ocutlawed., Dewey
eeperly accepted, Hls courtroom experlence hed been ex-
cellent training Tor sueh an enceounter, and while the voters
arocund the country listened on thelr radio Dewey tore Stassen's
argunents Lo bits, Dewey won tbe primary and greastly en-
haneced "1a prestlire nationwide.o7

vore than 2,000 delerates and alternates gathered at
Phlladelphia on June 218t and watched tre duwn of a new
politliecal are--televisgsicon had arrived. However, 1ts limited
score caused little chanpge in the 1948 conventions. The
major decisions were stlll made 1In smoke-filled bac! rooms,
and only the "insidera" felt like 1t wanr & high-splbited
convertti-n, To g8ll outward aggearancen the Republicens
gulfered from boredom within, :

Dowey arrived ot Philadelphla with 350 votes, mathered

in ihe prilmarles and behind the sceneg. He only needed 200
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votes to secure his nomination.

Dewey hed a highly efficlent corrpanization. while
Stasaen end Tald were bickering among themselves, Dewey's
nen were out wheedliny, caJoling and promislng--or at least
seeming to promlse--in order to get the unconmltted dele~
rates, OUne gstate alter another wavered and, fearful of
beling bypasesd by the Dewey bandwaron, panlcked and ¢limed
aboard, As a result, on the first bsllot Dewey had 434
gotes, Just 114 short of the needed majority. PFaft had
224 votes and Stessen 157, To maintain the psycholoriesl
pressure Dewey's lead would have to grow during the second
round; it did, to 51% votes only 3> short of nominatlcn.69

Taft placed e desperate call to Stasszen saying the only
way to stop Dewey was 1f Stessen released hls delepates to
Taft. Stascen sgald he wculd on the fourth bellot, but
by now Taft knew there would be no fourth ballt., Taflt,
wearlily, scribbled 2 few lines and sent the note to Chlo
Senator John Bricker, who had placed Taft's nane in noml-
ngtlion, Just before the third ballot began, 3Bricler read
Taft's messare to the conventlon: "Dewey ig & prest Repub-
licen, atd he will make a rreat Republimean President."TO

Withln a matter of mlnutes the other candidates also
bowed otut, and on the third ballot Dewey became the partr's
choice. Dewey entered the hall and began hls gcceptance
speech with: "I come to you unfettered by a single obli-
gaetlon or promise to any living person." (The delegates who
Inew of the intenslve pre-bzllotirg bargalning belng done

by Dewey's lleutenants were sturnned, They scon found out



thet Dewey meant that, at lesst on the Vice Fresldency,
whatever promisee hilag aides might heve made or lmplied
would not be bilnding on him.)71

At 4 A, M. Dewey, after having conferred all evening
with party leaders, called Earl Warren to his hotel and
¢ffered hlm the Vice Presidency. Warren had turned Dewey
down in 1944, but he eoculd not do so again and stilll retain
his standing in the party. after recelvins Dewey's promise
to Invest the Vice Prezlidency wlth meaningful responalbility,
Warren arreed to run, Thus, the Republleans offered the
electoraete the povernors of the two richest and most populous
states. Warren's good-natured warmth nicely complemented
Dewey's Dbrisk, chilly manner, The Republlcan's had come up

T2
with a very strong tlcket to do britle with a "gone goose."
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chapter vi

The stage was set. The Demoeratle Farty was golng to
commit sulicide just so Harry 3. Trouwmen could run for Fres-
ident., The convention opéned 1n l'hiladelphla, on July 12th,
and 1t lo ked 1llke a massive funeral patherling.

The flrat nigsht, however, the Democratlc Farty caught
fire, and the man who struck the msatch was 3enator Alban
Barkly of Kentucky, conventlon lieynoter, Dbarkley, long
the Demoerztic leader cof the Senate, at seventy was cne of
the party's staunchest bulwarks and moat colorful orators,
He spoke for slxty-elrht minutes anecunelng:

“wie have assembled here Tor a cre:t purpose, we

are here to plve the Ameriecan neople an accounting of
our stewardship in the adminiatrotlion of thelr alfalrs
for sixteen outastunding eventful years, [or not one

of which we make an apclogy.”

The delepates, suddenly roused frow thelr lethargy,
cheered, Barkly later spose of Dewey's promlise to elliminate
the cobwehs from the federal government.

"I am not an expert on cobwebs, but if my .ewmory
does not betry me, when the Demceratic Farty took over
the rovernment of the United States sixteen years ago,
even the gpiders were so wealk from starvatlon they
could not weave a cobweb In ony department of the
government " 73
When Darily finished, a twenty-eiprht minute demonstra-

tlon bioke out on the floor. Few demonstraticns of that
duration are wlthout advance planning, but there was nothing
synthetle aliwout the afiectlon displeyed for Zarkly. For one
moment e had blotted out the frustratlions of 1040 snd turned
back the clock to the geolden ere cof Rocsevelt., Hls reward

T4

wag the Vice Presldentlal nominatlon.
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Truman had wanted to bolster the tleclet wit™ a younplsh
New Dealer, and hia flrst cholc¢e had been Justice Wllllam
0. Douplas. However, Dourlas turned hlwu down. Thls threw
the Vice Presidency open, and when Barkly's speech made him
the perty's herc, Truman had to zece:.t him.75

Before the ceonventlon closcd, Truman recelved ancther
surprise, He had hoped to minimlze the frietion between
southern and nokthern winge by heving the platform comwmlttee
ndopt a mild plank on eivil rights, The committee arreed
over protestatlinsg of liberals led by tubert H. “umphrey,
the outepoken young major of Minneapolis whe was running
for the 3enate, and who came intc natlonal prominence at
this time. When the platform reached the filoor, Huumphrey
presented a minority report calling for the adeption of a
stronger e¢lvil-rights plank, Humphrey orated, "I say the
time has come to walk out of the shadow of stutes' rights nnd
into the sunlight of himsan rights." The vote was a sensa-
tional upset with 651% for to TE2L apalnst., Thirty-five
delerates from #isslassippl and Alabama welked out of the
convention in protest, LIn hia memoirs, Truman cltes an ex-
chanye between a mewsman and Souvth Carcllina's Governor J.
3trom Thurmond., "President Truman is only following the
platform thst Roosevelt advocated," the reporter pointod
out. "I agree," Thurmond replied. "But Trimen really
means it.”77

Next come the maln orde of business. The 3outhernars
remgaining threw their supyort to Zerator Richard Russell of
Georsie., Dut on the first ro 1 ca2ll Truman got ©47% and the

nomination, Truman bersn his acceptance speech around 2 4.,.,












no mood to overlook the expansionest prorrem of Russla, and
the conflict resulted,

Early in 1048 Wallace's followlng szpuesred to be ex-
tensive, A4fter the victory of hls candldute, Leo Isacsaen,
in the Dronx 24th Congresslonsal District slectlon, Truman
and hls ataff recognlized him zs8 a threast, Truman began Lo
offset Wallacc's apperl by incorporatlng wallace's prooraus
into his own., ‘hus, Trumen tcok action to recoup sowe of
the damage done when ho repudlated the Palestlve partlition,
Truman btlamed the 8t te Department for hls origiisal mistake
and recornlzed Lsrael on May 14th elthin mlnutes after it
had beeome a state. 4also, Truman's civil rights message of
February 2nd, was motivated by a desire to offset wallace's
apreal to the Nenroas.87

The Wallace movement turned ocut tc be a flssce lu the
end because he could pet no real sup-ort from labor, He
did manezpe to pet en the ballot in forty-four astates, but
in order to mel enocuph signaftures to o thla Wallace was

l08
a
fDI"CGd 1'0 _L’et.] lt.—_ tOO soon.
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The farmers, usually a Republican stronghold, were
suddengy thinkling Democratlic; Dewey dld nothing to stop
thls. DBut Dewey was at a disadvantage--he had been con-
centrating on New Yori polltlies for so long that he knew
very little of the formers' problems, His advlsors were
also big clty politlclans, so there was ne one who could
tell him the wlstake he was making. The farmers could
remember nothlng Dewey had sald precisely because Dewey
had sald n¢thing.98

Truman's election campalgn was mostly two eross-coun-
try tours patterned after his "whlstlestopplng" tour of
June., He was at hie besgt making brief, lmpromptu speeches
at whistle stops along the way. Thelr flnances were low,
but they manared to turn thls to their advaniage. On sev-
eral occasions to dramatize the party's finaneial pllght,
Finance Chalrman Johnson allowed the network's to cut the
Fresident off the alr before he had finished hls apeech,
Once, when a nework officizl warned that Truman would Dbe
cut off unless the Demccrats put up more money. Johnson
told him: "Go ahead. That will mean another million votes."99

Dewey alsc traveled the country in a campalgn traln
with his staff of experts and advlsors., They even spoke
at some of the same places. (But everywhere Truman was
attructing bip er audlences than Dewey. Reporters explalined
this away by saying that the voters werc turning out to sec

Presldent Truman and his femily, rather than Democratic

candidute Truman.) Dewey's big lssue, 1f there was one,


















TOTAL 1948 FREBIOENTIAL VOTE FOR DEWEY, TRUlAN,
WALLACE, THURMOND AND OTHERS

Percentage of total vote

State Total vote Dewey Truman Wallsce Thurmond Others
Alabama 214,980 19,0 - o7 797 5
Arizona 177,065 43,8 53.C 1.9 - o)
Arkanses 242,475 21.0  61.8 o3 16.5 A
Californla 4,021,538 47 A 47.6 4.7 0 5
Colorado 515,237 46,5 51,9 1.2 -~ oA
Connecticut 287,518 49.5 A7.,0 1.6 - 0
Delaware 79,073 50.0 48,6 .G -- A
Florida 577,643 3% .6 45,8 2.0 15.5 -
Georgla 418,760 16.3 60,0 oA 20, 2
Idaho 214,816 47.% 50,0 2.3 —- A
Illinois 3,984,046 49,2 50.1 - - o7
Indiana 1,656,214 49.6  48.8 NG - .
Iowa 1,038,264 47 .6 50.3 1.2 . .G
Kansas 780E,619 5% .6 44,6 6 —— 2
Kentuehy £22,658 41.5 56.7 .2 1.3 3
Loulsiana 416,326 17.5 32.7 .7 49 .1 -
talne 264,787 B6L.T 42,3 .7 - o3
Meryland 596,735 49,4 48,0 1.7 oA 5
Massachusetts 2,155,347 42,2 535 .4 1.8 —_ 2.6
Michigan 2,109,609 49,2 47.6 2.2 - 1.0
Minnesota 1,212,22 39,9 57 .2 2.5 - 0
lilsslssippl 192,190 2.6 10,1 X 87.2 -
Missouri 1,578,628 41,5 BE .1 .3 - o1
Montana 204,278 43 1 531 Dl - oD
Nebbaska 488,939 64,2 45,8 - - -
Nevada 62,117 47 % 50,4 2.4 —_ _—
New Hampshire 271,440 52 .4 46,7 ¢ 0 o1
New Jersey 1,049,505 0.3 45.9 2.2 - 1.6
New lMexlco 185,767 43,2 VERe - - _—
New York 6,274,527 45.% 44,3 8.1 _ 2.3
North Carolina 791,208 32,7 £3.,0 ) 8.8 _—
North Dalote 220,716 He .2 43,4 2.8 .l o
O i 2,056,071 Lo o 4o & 1.5 - -
Cklahoma T ,59C 57 .5 62.7 - - --
Cregon Led, 080 4.8 46 .4 ANNY —- .0
Fennsylvenia 3,735,149 50,9 46,9 1.5 -- o7
Rhode Island 326,008 41,4 K7.8 .8 -~ -
South Carolina 142,571 RS 24,1 o1 72,0 o)
Soutlhh Daltota 250,105 51.8 47 .0 1.1 - -
Tennessee 550,283 36.9 49,1 -3 134 2
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chapter xi

"One candidete snys he ovrht to be lresident bLecavse
hin Vice Fresgllentlal candidate ig Letter than snybody
else's, Onother says us ought to be FPresident because
he will run over auny anarchist who lies down infromt
of hia cur. A third-by all odde the runaway favor.te--
hardly esays anythlng substantial at all,”

123
This was campalgn '68&,

My name is
Rlchard Milhous Nlxon
And 1 hope that you're
41l fixin' to
Just tiptoe
Through the lssues
With me.

Don't want to enelyre,
1'd rother genernlize
30 please don't eriticize,
Simply c¢lose your eyes
ind tlptoe
Through the lasues
"Alth me,
James Jymington
This was the ersence of the Republlcaen camyalpn of
1968, To a natlon nervous over the problems cof war, clvil
erime and vlolence, inflatlon--Klxon vowed to "soek Lt to "em,"
However, thls gave a misleadings impression as the tricky
alogan masked the truc mature of the Wixon game, MNixon
gset the pace of his campalgn wlth mechanieal efliciency uslng
unemctionasl drive to take America by shrewd calculatlion.
Fixon was in the lead and playing 1t safe. He avolded a
repest of the debate @ebacle of 1960; he moved at & lelsurely
pace 1lnsteed of in g mad swlrl knowing that hia exhesustion
12
caused him to male coestly m stakes in 1860,

Nixon got his base of suppert in the small Northern

towns and amongs whlte Frotestants. Small town regsldents



dlatressed over city condltions looked to Nixon for a

nuleting chanpre s dld the wealthier cuburbanltes. The

GOF base breoadened sowewhat in the under 3% and the college-

educated vote, Some of these moved fropn the Democratlce

p-rty in reaction to the Chicago conventlon,
Nixon's Dewey campalpn strstepy gathercd
diverse groups to elect a minority Cresldent.
played his abillty tc put a party and a svcee
together. DBut we have not yet seen 1f he has
acurces of mind and splrlit that separates the

125
technlelan from a memcrable lezsder of men.

in enough

Nlxon dis-

-gful dampalgn

the inner

skllled



On the shores of the Potomac
By the pently Johnson Bomblng
Stood the mirht Happy Worrior

"Crylng Hubert," waa hls nune.

It's been many years a fleeting
Slnce Hubert starbted fightlng
Mayor Humphrey's gtill repeating

The messapes of yore,

Whlle his courage and hlis foresight
Enrleched hlas c¢llimb to power
Lyndon Jcehnaon with his own plirht

Made Hubert'as chances sour,

3o let us not forret Heratlo
Undergoy that he be
As Smllings Hubert rune for rresident
Rendnding both you and me,
Jerome Bork and Cloene Blygrs
With the desperation of the underdor, Mumphrey ran hls
canpalgn Tull stesw ahe:d, His beale tactle wae to give the
Re,ublicans more "hell"” than anyone since Harry Truman. He
dammed Nixon ss "Fearless Fosdick" for clingl e to the law
and order issue and ags "Richard the Chilckénhearted" for evadlng
debate.
With hls party in chaos, hls treesury all but empty and

prospects lookinge very bleak, Humphrey refueed to glve up.
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In late September he dubbed himgelf "the Lonesome Renrer"
and he rode himself mercileecsly In an effort to let the
people know the real Hubert Humphrcy. Ly Humphrey's sheer
determination and zeml he manared to ring a momentum to )
his own drive that seemed lmpossible after the convention.1h7

Humphrey's usually bouyant expression alten became
clouded with pain and confusion. He could not comprehend
why, in vliew of his record, he waa looked vpon as a member
of & system that had proved unresponslve to the problems of
today. He hed aiways been a liberal, but now, because of
his loyalty toc his FPfesident, he was consldered a member
of the party moderates, Ilubert wos deenly grateful to
Johnson for all phe help Jo''nson had r~iven him 1n the 3Sen-
ate and later.125

Humphrey had always been a courageous libersl. As
mayor of Minneapolis, at ths are of 34, he had cleaned up
the police forece, reduced clrme and alded sehools. He had
pualeed hls political cercer on the line in 1948 wher at the
Demoecr: tle Convention, he forced through a stronp eclivil
rights plenk. He had crusaded Tor Ledlcare 15 yeara cefore
i1t beecame law; propsed a FPemce Corps nine months befeore it
was eatablished; strove vsliantly for peace 28 was seen 1n
his strurple for enzctuent of the Nuclear Test Dan Treaty.
He folled to gee how people could not reuwember sll of this--

129
the truth is he could not shake tre Johnson stig s,



Run them over
I'm the drover
And 1 willl meke you free

If you agree with me.

Communist and Adnarchlst--Listen herel
wallace will never fear
In front of hig car you lie

And there you're gonna dile!

Blaclk man 1s not crazy

He'sa just o 1little lazy
Our pure women he will dirty

If ever we glve the chance.

Jerome

Zorl
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and Cloene

The band blared out "Dixle," and a knot of people closed

In around three sllent black demonstratora yellinp, "Kill

et K111

'em!" The true bellevers waved rebel flags and

cheered, but the man merely grinned and rreeted his crowd.

"We not a sectional movement-—-we natlonzl!™ he shouted and

here in Medlseon Sguare Garden he had rarely been more con-

vincing,

In very pollte language, Georpe Wallace wrs runnlng

a campalgn for Fresident of the Unlted 3t:tes fllled wlth

rac.al prejudlce, blgotry and pure hate--hate Tor anyone

different

or who desred to disarree. And the siunnling fact

of thig campelpgn avtumn was that Wallace alone awong the

130

candid-tea had really cupured the publle's lmarinntion.

Birrs
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The domeatlic scene had been full of unrest and violence
for the last few yecra, From "Communlat inspired" student
antl-war demonstratlons to actual violent racial disturbances
and a large number of americans were elther scered cor angry,
They were looking for a rudlcal change whlch would t:ke
t em back tc the deys when disturbances ol thls kind were
not the rule but the exceptlon. Susplecious, hate;?%lled,

reacticnary Amerlicansg hgd finally found a l=adexr,



TOTAL 1968 PRESIDENTIAL VOTE FCR
NLIXON, HUHPHREY AND WALLACE

3tate

Percentape of total vote

Total vote Humphrey Nixon Wallace
Alabsaas 021,197 14 14 66
Alaska 20,176 47 4L 10
Arilzona 376,325 35 50 9
Arkansas 256,692 71 28 41
California 6,221,693 4¢ a7 7
Colorado 795,378 420 i 7
Connectlcut 1,259,529 50 44 &
Delaware 211,417 & 45 13
Dist Coluab 166,069 g2 18 -
Florida 1,674,077 %0 40 30
Georgla 907,410 26 29 45
Hawali 178,447 58 41 1
Idaho 267,366 31 56 13
Illinois 3,580,231 45 46 8
Indlana 1,970,082 3E 50 12
lowa 1,087,733 41 5% ¢
Kangas 765,79¢ 35 55 10
Kentucky 055,277 38 L4 18
Lovlsiana 1,066,060 29 23 48
Halne 260,289 56 4% 2
Maryland 1,197,819 43 "o 15
Massachusernts 1,878,067 67 32 5
Michiran 2,258,612 4 44 10
Minnesota 1,464,014 54 42 Y
Misgissl . pl 20,386 23 14 64
iiiszourd 1,567,776 45 4y 11
Montana 163,751 44 40 7
Nebraska hi,683% 32 o9 8
Nevada 133,322 40 47 13
New Hampshlre 279,345 44 52 4
New Jersey 2,761,718 hi 46 9
New Mexlco 309,%6% 40 52 g
New York 6,632,250 50 44 5
North Carolina 1,553,577 29 30 31
North Dakota 180,0¢4 29 1 6
Chlo %,348,76% 473 4E 2
OkLhoua 59,065 e 47 20
Orcgon 608,965 43 56 7
Yennsylvania 5,946,910 47 Vi 8
Rhode lslznd 370,%93 65 31 4



TOTAL 1968 IFRLSIDENTIAL VCOTE FCR

NIXON, HUMPHREY £3D WALLACE (Contlnued)

Fercentsre of total vote

Jtate Total votc Humphrey Nixon Wallace
South Carollna 637,604 20 39 32
South Daliota 221,000 40 51 Q
Tennegsee 1,180,371 26 38 4
Texus 2,527,076 42 40 19
Vermont 156,736 44 53 3
Virginia 1,330,424 33 4z 24
Washington 876,748 48 4t 7
West Virglrk 716,955 50 41 7
Wisconsin 1,656,679 44 48 B
Wy oming 100,500 26 v 9
Unlted Btctes 6% ,639,236 43,4 4% .7 12,9

* Results tabulated before all the precincts were counted

Taken from:

"Presldentlal Vote,

Movember &, 1G6C.

Arkensas Democrul,

Yok
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1t was possible Tor him to pull an upset cowparable to

n

Harry fTruman's. Nixon had peul.ed tco scon and hsd run

out, of "half-1v:ues,"

a cre.t many veople were tlred of
him, Dr. Gallup siad, "Humphrey ‘probably’ would have
won 10 the electlion ha. ween o few days luter."

Hunphrey had to conterd with a much stronpger third
party than did Truman, but wmalnly Humphrey had to contend
with diecontent, The advanced news media has given the
Amcrican people & chance to see the intriec:cies of thelr
political syetem sl work. Seelns the fiasco ¢t the Demo-
cratic Conventlon this year probebly hurt Humphrey badly
egpeclally the younrer more ideslistlic vcters.

Humphrey made a gatrongs uwah toward the end. He never
prave up., The stirma of the Johnson adiplristratlion was a
handicap he could not overcowme. Ferhaps the Lip diffcrence
in the result ot the two electlons 1s thet Truwan wasg al-
ready Iresi.cent--his own mor, erd Humpbrey woe notsaLd seemed
unable to convince the voters that he evor could be Lhe

"eaptaln of the tean.



NIXON
HUMEFEREY
WALLACL

OTHERS CR
ULDLCIDLD

THY POLLSTERS VS. THE VOTLRS3

1668

Actual Vote Gallup
electlon eve

43 .,7% 427
43,37 409
13.0% 147

4

Gallup
Qet. 27

44
6%
15%

e
2 ;’f.

Harris
electlon eve

L0%

Token from: Newsweel, November 11, 1968, p. 35.
U.3. News & World Re.ort, November 4, 1966,

p. 41,

Harrie
Qet., 18



1948 ELECTION

~Party Strength-

Voters Qallling Themselvea Fer Cent
Democrats 45
Republicans 25
independents B2,

Other Party

pa—

-dctual Votlng-

Fer Cent
Truman 49.9
Dewey 4503
States' Rights 2.4
Prorressive 2.4

Katlmated HNo.

22,000,000
17,000,000
0,500,000
500,000

Votes Qast

24,179,625
21,991,290
1,176,154
1,157,326

Taken from: John bi. Fenton, In Your Opinion,..,

Little, Drown and Cowpany, 1960), p. 63.

(Bostons
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