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Two Banks of the River

Every river huas two banks, in the same way that every story is two-
silded. Research in any subject will show this bto Le Lrue, and ihe key
to understanding a reglion Ju Lo explore wmoce than one aspece of Ito
existence, deviving 2 conclusion froa the contradictlons encountered,

Depieting the influence of Prance in the 0 niver regloo, from 1699 to

1803, different clircum-tances proceed from the pasi of its developrent
and peoples, into the present, The intent of Uil paper has been Lo

dlscuss 'rance's ambition of coloniwation by gold rushing, asgriculture,
and trade, the relatlons between French, Indlan, and Dpanich recsldents,
the purposze of the settlements, impact of the language, the personallty
of the frontievsman, his Jjudiclal systewm, and his womnen, to lead the
reader to an awareness of how, through varvious sliuations, this region
evolved.

At the beginning of the elghteenth century, the passicn blazing
through Burope was the proven New Worid, a maglcal vision beyond ihe
nreviously considercd "land's end.” Otories of thils far-away place were
loaded with fantasy and fable, enticing all te come and experience the
splendors available.  Among the 0ld Yorld countries on lhe verge ol
being carried away by this excitement, Trance was interested In setting
forth her rights to the foreign country. French expiorers Robevt
Cava%ier de Laballe and Menri DeTonll had staked claluws Tor the emplre
in the preceding century, and there were many more potentlal explorers
anxlious to make a mark, I'rance's involvement in ceolonizing Louisiana
cauvsed a great impact in three dices tions:  treasure huanting, homesteads

and trade.



One must understand all that colonization entailed.  ‘or most
countries, 1t was a luxury havdly affordable, a symbol «f prestige,
The expense of sending, establishing, and supporting a colony unlmag-
inably distant from the crown was awesome. Yet this risk could prove
quite profitable, as Spain's quest into “exico had been, he ildea of
Luing pald in pure gold fur ouc's tiouwin served Lo mock easinility,
and there were plenty ready bto seew ol Uelr share, as cusors oif gold
and silver, and boulder-siwed Jewels, whelted thelr appetite for adventuvooc,

As with most proulses of sometlhing or almost nothing, the storiles
of gold-filled streams were soon diccrvedlted, even thoug: wany wanted
to belicve them still, "he third governor of the territory, Antolne
de la Mothe Cadillac, was requested to return to Paris because of his
flat denlal of the rumors, ile Firmly ctated, "'he ulnes of Arkansas
are a dranm!"1 Pearls from wmussel shells alons lhe Red River were plen-
tiiul, bul were meaningless to those bungry for gold., “hese adventurors
hot in pursuilt of "ycllow :1.1:'on”:3 soon had to settle for a more stable
neans of existence through their own producitivity.

At first, the "rench government wholeheartedly supported the

.

asricultural aspirations, clalming the primarcy goal of the French in

America was to eslablish Lrade.j T U7, Tadillace sent wouis Juch-

ot . e ' e e 1 S . l‘l TN
ercaun de Dt, Denls up the Red Diver Lo establish a trading post, ‘he
Prench at home were s Little disitilusioned, allec having expecled great
velurns on their investlments, They noped thal colonization ol the
region would provide a successful lrade pettern, Due to the fajling

amount of interest in the colonies, thoe governnent shoved these colonies

and thelr poteniial productivity off on ihe private sector of I'rance,
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Touis X1V had glven citigen Auo oo cozab a [ifle o ) car mono -
poly oo Internal trade ‘o U715, providi.g Crvovat Lhe opporcialvy wo
plant, trade, estlablish slavery, and collect any ireasurc sound {ex-
cepting one-fifth of all returns, whlch went to the royal trcacury).
Slaves were brought in, honecteade wore solb ap, and all appeared posi-
iive, IFamiliarly, Trousat's lremendous expenditures brought no recou-
pense, and in 1717 (afier the death-of Louls XTV) the contract was
terminated at his request,

That same year in France, a Scot named John Law instltuted a nat-
ional bank, which clzculated paper moncy. Very soon Law found his
bank in great distress as the Trench economy sagged under spiralling
inflation due mainly to the depletion of Tunds in the royal treasury
by Louls X1V, but also in purt by the enormous expense of colonizatlon,
The government granted Law concesslons on the Yrench colony off Loulsic. a
to ald his alling inctitullon, e concolidated wany slave companies
into the India company and lamediatbtoly ool up the Misolsslppl Bubble,
a deal promising free transportation, weed and {lour {or one yoar,
and ownership of any gold, silver, or Jewels found, to intereccted adven-

turors.” They werce Lo will from Lorienl, France, and assembled there

Were beilween twelve thousaund and sixteen thousand people, wost of wihilch

were Cerman,  Law also boughl three tundred Uegrons and had them shipped
to Loulslana Lo serve the colonists,
or those who had already wade 1t over, some popress was mado

in spite of deplorable conditions. 1t scewed that it did not matter

to the settlers to whome the territory was officially granted, for
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thelr situation was to nake e teni o L,
The slow bub steady progress continued willl the disastrous news

of Law's fallure arvived. Just as bthe Tantasien of riches In gold in

Lo New Torld never Mound proof, Law's ool eme, Just like that of Cro-

zal, faced an unlortunatle realily. “ho Ladis company wonl tankrupt, and

-

Johit Law left Prence o humodiotion.,  oond-starvalion waoa Jdinease abouded

at Lorient, where musy verc anxlously walllog pasoag o, Vhie woiassippld
Bubble had burst,

Alung with ti.c abangonaent of Jrosat, bow, and e Tonch goveln-
pent, thoe colonisle were lefb wibtre one glaring e dition-poverty,
A times thelr ondly Tace wae ceorin, voolo, o terder tuas, house who
were more innovabtive took actions to create olber culinary dellghto,

“he Prench mlsslonary Falher du Polsson described the use of turtle

. o . oo
cops for omelebts, ™ OF course, this was an unusual olrewsstance, but

this shows that poverty may be relative, for the ploncers were indeed
Il

In a land of plernty. Terhaps their poverty was due to a lack of

v

accesslible provisions., Avallable or not, the setilers were hungry.

How would they survive™  helr nexl ctralegy was trade, and it

Loeecare Lthe Tifelive of the "od |iver i‘ﬁ'g‘fl'.}:l.r‘/ e Tronceliaen did have
advantages o Wis supocts L) @ powl bocallon, such as o alelidtoches
Giothe Hed River, Lo post Powled uf Ob. wenio in U7, 20 pocilive
velatiors with o Dndlaneg, wid U iy vapecicaced ooly einoe cot-
troversy for tue majorily ol Uhe Line wiun Uhie cpanich, as Lhoey bad

f

nelther valvation of tavages nor ol e goacs as top priorlity.

Fecause o7 ‘rence's greowing aabivaloses toward her colony, rela-

SN
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tions with the Indians and Dpaniards were crveicdl,  he French oplnlion
of the Indlans was whal could Le expected -long sccounts are wreliiten by
the explorers about the Indlans, in tneir ignoranco of odher cultures,
staring in amazement at the wh lte faces, long beards, and restrictlog
clothing, in comparison to thelr own owarlby comploxion, bare Jaw,
braided hair, and aniacl skins.,  To o begioning of Prench and Tndlan
acquaintances, thce barrier of language added Lo the frustrallion,  Jar-
guetie recalled, T spoke to them in six differenl Indian lanpuagou,
none of which they knew."8

The explerers le oroacd how the oimple Tndiang adored recciving
gliftts and that to disappoint them wight prove coctly.  “helr gener-
osity lasted as long as thely supply ol pickaxee, llquor, kettles,
nipes, baubles, mirrors, and trickets held out. Tt became too expen-
sive to supply the Tndians with presents; so, to aveld confrontation,
a frenchman would devline the offer to share the calumel, or peace

9

pipe. This kepl ithe frenchman from being obligated to the Indian,

¥

It has been gzaid, "Cratlitude is a virtuwe of oildch the Indians

- - E{ . " l' () - 3 * M t 1 . r 4
have no conception, aud 1L 1n btrue thal they repeatedly expected
wore Trom the Trentlcoromen,  Bub one warl widerstand Lhe polley of ohe
Tndlan., Yo alwoys charved vhatever to bad, regardless of ahint had been
trancacted before,  Therelore the Tndinn, with the wwelcien rtule of
always glving, nover kept a record  and Folt tane FMrenchiacon shounld

always be generous, ws he would undoulitediy Lo,

7o be sure, therc were unfriendly Indian tribes in ilhe territory,

including even cannlltals and pagan worshippers who whipped and strangled

+

their children, The savage cenenies included the Osage, Lhe Chlckasaw,



and the Natchez, known for a brutal wmaszecre and slaying of the Prench
misslionary, Father du Polsson, But one should look more closely at
his lideas about the Indian nations, for Just as prejudice toward any
race is a narrowminded generalizalion, there is more to an individual
than meets the eye,

Indian sentiment was described 'n a territorial letler written by
John Bernard Bossu, an cxplorer and zdmintstrator in Louisiana: "They
prefer the FPrencihh to the Opanich, whom they canmot ablde." Thls favor
is explained in the way the frenchmen®s objuctives diffcered from Lpain
and the goals of hor colonisls:

Yue spanish setilers offer calvation, the i'rench people

offer brandy and knives, The Spanlsh try to make the care-

free Indians settile in one place, the F'rench follow the Ind-

lans around, roaming in the same nomadic fashion, ‘'the Upanish

attempt to civilize the Indlang, while the IPrench adapt to

the red man's lllestyle, 1l

Another letter Ly Bossu contains a humorous account of FPrench and
Indian relations, Whea an Tndian shot of 0 the head of a rattlesnake

. . Btk . . , P I Vs ( \
ihreatening to bite a frenchman, he was given a bottle of taffia (Tuny
to celebrate. How many Indians would prefer prayer to that?

“he reasons in the quote given above concerning the difference in
“ranish and Trench aspirations are nerhaps oversimplificatlons, because
later on many 'ndians did ascume Uiropean customs, such as golng to mass,
wearing cloaks or petticoats for the Jadles, and learnang tio Drench
and Spanish languages, HMoreover thulr culture, uotably different from

Buropean mannerisms, had always been highly civilized in its own righe,

Lxamples of tribal traditions include: male and fomale roles were always

speclifically determiaed, there were morriage cusboms, claborate Juncral
& # >
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and worship and saciicicial rituals, and a definile soclal order,
Without attempt al ratlonalizliny the rape of ithe Indian lifestyle

and culture by pioncers, not necessasily thosce only in Loulslana or the

I'rench alone, it is worlh noting that Lhe differcaces of culiure men-

tioned above-appearance, langusge, olotbiug, aod purpone - did mold

the fronticraman's liage, incorrvciir, of the o

Lle and coupcrative
Indian, The plonves Lrashly wstuwca theo Todian (o be Jguuraid, passive,
and self-sufficleal wherever he seibtled, becanse the Tedlan reacted
differcntly than he did. Verbaps dhils sccounts for the obvious Lack

of consideration on the part of plonvers Lowacds nadlives, N any now

envirvonucett, Apparvnlly the lecson thmo clhnocentiricily is a two-way
sireet has not been well digested, for the same inscasitlvity [or per-

YA

sons of different mindscts persists cven today. With lhe Buropean

plundering and pllisging of the rod man's home, who can blame the warrior

Indians for being hostlle?

Completing the terrliorial triangle concerns the Irench and Spanish
inkabitants, Despite former land disagreemenis and property disputes,
the French did live pewceably alongside the Upanish, ALl three parties,
french, Spanish, and Indlan, needed cach other in one way or another,
and thercfore had Lo subsist with the olliers, [or insiance, whenever
the Talches Tndians atlacked ~alchiitoches, 1t was the Upanjacds ol
nearby Los Adaes who came to the ald of the French,

The trade beiwecn these two existed on an entirely dJdifferent order,
Perhaps this explains why the Spanish were anxious to protect the french
settlémeut, in that o healthy suuggling associalion was hbencflclal Lo
both cides, ‘'‘he Upanish misslionaries, led by a dishonest frlar named

(7)

\ z.

4 gy . TERRGUTR . Tt

s T PR

?
g






of the Miszsioslppl Hiver widob bad cunad 1o eh, ol opdlil das wpenly
granted all of Louilsiana, “he opluion was as Tollows:

Yhen France lost and gave away a contineni in
1763...she was ready after sixty years of endeavor, to
admit her Tailure in coleonicing Yoniciana,, 1t didn't

L/
pay. L0

"he Tndions, ouild leanicy, bode.d oo Droneh Dolewds, pleaded

with thom not to leave then wercilessly to the wnfriendly spanlords,
but Lo no avall., T'rance was «ick ol the idea of colonigzing, her funds
had been bled dry, and she wanted onl of Llhe Uew World.

| :

Tonctheless, whiile Doaaint s oo oo Tl oo, aced Urancu

hod of ficially Lusveo e back ol e otuly, b renddined toyally

“rench in manners aad customs. Choe tndians did zdant to vose clvll-
ized customs wmentioned before, and the colonints, unhappy with the
transfer off I'rench o vpanich calhovily, openly reciciod Loe Opanish

and pelitloned Lo remaln IMrencn,  Dub mesh of the adeinloivacive

potitlons werc held Ly frenchmen under cmploymenl of Dpain, because

they knew the land, were familiar wilh bthe "ndians, and were aore exper

Py

Tenced In colonial administralion., oo cxeeption to this war tho

“nanish governor Alexandro O'Teilly, 1ot he was unpopalar wid: the
L7

residents anyway.

Appearances agiain are deceiviggg oo ln never bad complete control
vl e corony, realistically only o nne. o 1800,  aosecleon “ona-
porte coerced Mpaln into returaing Loulslana Lo the I'reuch,  Yot, he
had unough complications in Purope and needed funds to supporl his
cray there. Tn 1803, Thomas Jelferson, the “vesident of Lthe Uiited

Tlates of Jmerica, Leaght the Loulslona Jerritory fcom rleance Joc

1 2een willion dellavs,



furning more specidicadlly to U Tied lver regilon, wiidch incliudes
southwest Aricansa:n and norliwest Lonioiann, the Hed River of Lhe elght-
eenth century was totally uwnnavigable, Janmmed for miles Ly an uncomn-

promising clot of logs, branches, trees, and other debrin, this nnuaoual

I TP YR -

1

clreunstance was oo ar Vo T ed T o aft,

e

‘renet. sebbloemeo oo b oo Dias s o Whe L L WETe Uil s L b Qe Ly, B

col foctn, rolensions o Lo ops and Lo Lorbn were amucl, cow CRpeinslve

1

Lo malatain in the tercitory, and busides, thelr goal was not Lo make

war. A common sctitlement of the period would be surrounded by & lcg

fence, with a guardhouse, but theose were mainly for soli-defence purposen.

The lreunch language may also be noted Mor its contribulion to the
!
reglon, in both major and wminor ways. ded River is itsell a lranslation ]
H
"7 ' Ct 9!18 83 2 %] S ] - * . 3 i‘f
of "La Sableonlere which is the French term Tor the red clay-banked i

3

.5

river, "Bols d'are" meaning bew woud, relers to the hardwood tree from

iy o

oy

whitch the Indians construeceted thelr bows,  “here are a oW nanes derived

o
|

from seemingly insignificant incidents occurring to the cxplorers, VWest

of ™ort Biloxi, ihe ploneers marked "point a 1'tssiette” (point or

b AN K A 2 SRR TR

mark of the nlate), because in 1700, the explorer dfTherville supposedly i
4
loct a silver plate {here, Ity T wilen Turtier oo, (clghteen wlles
\

o

atove Lhe mouth of Lue " lisllooipnt ) oo Vinde e lanks of oo Hller,

T
131 'L/

s namced because A orocoatic Jdovoldico coooul Lhe Trosciercaan s dogs,
e \

aloo described 1o oa Jeer Diver asd a7 obion Liver, aboubl omich no detall

v Lhie title's origin i1u glven.

by

Hegarding Lhe basic pecsonality characteristics of the Red River

P,

I

Tolk in the elighleenth century, the scltilers inhabiting the undomest-

s A

fealed plains of Lhe lerritory weren'h cowson Crenchiar, regardless of

-2
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pedigree., The typical frenchnan, onc costortavle and content ln his .
native France, would hardly think of cacrificiug his securlty to confront ;

a savage land full of risk and adveiture, Conversely, thls land offered

security to many. ‘he lawbreakers, the roughnecks, the soclal misfits,

=

and the adventurous youny; fools ell Moune a parodise on the nneivillzed
banks of the Ned. Ve hictlory ol thlc veglion migt have pla,od a difl-
erent tune had Prance nol repeatedly tuwrsed the colounial entoerprise

over to Crosat, to Law, to Spuin, and Finelly to the U, " he sturdy,

PN EEs e TERERY

strong, agricultural families weren't atiuracted to an experiment not
totally supported by the government, ecpoecially after the radoa of law's
concenslon and the disaster 1L incurred abl Lovienl, lhus the agricul-
lural foundatlon vital to a settlemeni'n developrent was not esta- ;
blished., Instead, hunters and their Tawillies, elpght bundred strong,

"
B R v - y . 2 =
explolted the natural resources in abundant "orth Awecics,

This explolitation may be a bit exaggevatled, PFor lustance, records

"
. . . 21 .
show & hunt during which four hundred buffalo were kllled, One

mustn’t neglect the other slde however; this kill was for the entire

settlement, for the entire winter,
Though the terrlilory was a delight to vepgrants and comvicis, 1t
wasn'l Lolally lawleso., Athanase de 6z18res created ordinances for Lhe

colonles under Spenich rule, councerning elecoholic Levevwges, mecchan-

[oYs3
ke

dise glven to Indiane, cattle rustling, rwasay winocs, and slaves,

In 1722, de Blenville wciing as governor inctlituted the Black Code,

which 'served as the "gerw, origin, and sourcc of mnout of Lhe slave

23

laws that were caacted In the U.0, for the next 40 years,” ‘hese ;

lavs included: cxpulsicn of Jews, probibltion of aany worshipy other

(11) 1
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sible to make @ solld contablishment <ithout Lhem,'

“he marrlage market revealed these slalistics: Before 1740, one

half of all women on the frontier were imarried before ithelr fourteenth

birthday.27 With five of every six humipgrants being male, and wilth the

higher death rate In women due Lo the hasacds of childbizth on the frontier,

a woman, much less & gool woman, vor, truly hard to find. lookling more
closely, as with the men, what respectable and secure wonan vwould cnter-
tain the idea of leaving "rance for the primitive Loulsiana lerritory’
> i

"Lowas a common known facl among the hnnlers of the Quachiis Basin Lhat
1t H . N . 3 H P - H H n(‘)‘8 o [ B . L
wives were as viclous as Lhelr ruslauds, "his bring. <o question
the Parisian public lastitution from #hence came the brides: was 1L a
school, a Jall, or even a menlal ward”

Hopcfully this study has brought to light some of the underlyling
influcnces affecting the Red River region, The contradictions aren’t
meant to distort or confuse, bul to add depth and meaning to the
people and their lives in the eighteenth century, Its history flows
on, and will be forever banked with the two sides of opinion and attitude,

as long as humanity is the obsecrver,



“hell-1b

L e . . : .
Tlerre deinrvich, L& Doulsizne sous la Compagile dew Indes

(Pavis: 1900),Volume &7, note S5,

*)
[ 1y . . . 1 . . . ) 1 N IR
Jean Bornacd Soscu, Mew iavels o orby Amec o, PG LUV

("ranslated by S.J. Dickinson, I .00, Press, 19%2), p. 20
)Uerry Jones, "Colonial Portifications in - orth .oulslana: 'Thelr

Cultural Significance,'" paper dellvercd at H,S5,U., Dymposium, "Horth

Louisiana's Colonial Heritage" Oct, 7-3, 1982, (lercaftcer, all sym-

posium papers will be referred to as 3i),

L .
Stanley Faye, "Arkansas Post of Louisiana, I’rench Domination,"

Louisiana Historical Quarterly, 1943, vol. 26., p. 649,

[
“Ueinrich, op clit.

(. . :
Je A, Falconer, "ickansas and Lhe Jesults," Arkansas Historical

guarterly, 1917, vol.4, p. 367.

r
“Terry Jones, op clt,

1
). ‘- ' - . . . 1 wnl . - T o
Harquette, "Carquetle Dntectained by U Ariiansas ndlans,'

Arkansas istorical Quarterly, 1006, vol., 1, p. !

L
-

a_ . ~
“Talconer, p. 371

0. : ‘ e . .
Father u Polsson, extract from letter included in Palconer's
publication, p. 372

11

W, Turrentine Jackson, "orth Loulsiana: Frontier Image-—
An Overview, 5.

1
ZBossu, e 306,







Shell-16

ADDITTIONAL BI85 IOCRADIY

1

John Braznner, "Jome 0ld Urench lace Yames In the Dtate of

Ariansas,” Arransts 'iotlorienl hwirtep)y Autwm 1960, vol. 19, no. 3.

JUlocslana, T Loeyedlopesia e adea, 1072, vol., 14,

Nortiver Talrot, "Colunial borts In coulusiasa,’  Louisiana

Historical Quarievly 1946, vol, 26, ao, 3.

Jtonley Taye, "Avkansas Post of Loulsianas Dpaoich Domluation™

boulsiana Historical Juarlerly, L, vel. 25.

Henrl Joulel, Journal oi Lasaollce's Last Voyapre (Crieago:

v ~ . e hY
The Caxton Clab, L9290,

Plerre Yargry, vecouverle, vl mlablissemenbs dus b

dans 1'Ouect et dans Lo Jud dc L'Amerigue Ceptiontriouale, 161h-17504

Pariss Tupd, Dl Jovaust, LO76- 1000,

Jobtaathao O, Vrteker, "Dyonch Cotonial Arehibe cloce b Loals -
iava: An Cverview," 8P,

Carclyn 1, Vells, ”éhangem i1 House Designs ot the Tost of

Natehitoches,” P



	Two Banks of the River: The French Influence of the Red River Region during the Eighteenth Century
	Recommended Citation

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17

