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01
Research
The Science of Reading and 
Decodable Texts



33%
of the Nation’s fourth graders scored proficient 

or higher on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) reading exam



- Louisa Moats

“Reading has been the most researched 
aspect of human cognition.”



True  or     False

Reading is a natural ability.



Previous Methods of Reading Instruction

Whole Language Approach

Pictures

Guessing based on context or 
known words

Phonics alone



The Science of Reading

“a vast, interdisciplinary body of 
scientifically-based research about reading and 

issues related to reading and writing”

- The Reading League







The Big Five

Phonemic Awareness Phonics

Fluency Vocabulary

The ability to identify and 
manipulate individual phonemes 

in a spoken language

Learning the letter/sound 
correspondences of a language 

through the process of 
orthographic mapping

The ability to read written text 
accurately, at an appropriate rate, 

and with proper expression

Knowledge of the meaning 
of words and their contexts



Reading
Comprehension

It all leads to…

The Big Five



Decodable Texts

➔ books for emergent readers that focus on 
the specific phoneme-grapheme 
correspondence that has been taught

➔ at least 64% decodable according to the 
alphabetic code that the reader has been 
taught

ARE ARE NOT

➔ levelized texts

➔ to be the only reading material presented 
to emergent readers



How Decodable Texts Are Used

Teachers can use decodable texts to support reading 
instruction through providing phonics practice for the specific 

grapheme-phoneme correspondence learned. 

Whole 

Class

Small 

group

Individual

practice

By omitting unknown correspondences, decodable texts can 
help eliminate frustration for emergent readers. 



02

Creative Process



Source: Flyleaf



 /s/ /m/ short /a/  /c/ /n/ /k/ /ck/    

/t/      /p/      short /o/       /g/     /d/      /r/       /l/       

/h/  /f/     /b/    short /i/   short /e/

Sounds used

There are 44 sounds in the English Language.



180 words



Theme

Welcoming and Accepting All
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Creative Product
Can Meg Get In? - an original decodable text































04
Questions
What do you want to know?



References

NAEP. (2022). NAEP report card: 2022 NAEP reading assessment. The Nation’s Report 

Card. https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/highlights/reading/2022/ 

Moats, L. C. (2023, July 12). Teaching reading is rocket science. 

American Federation of Teachers. https://www.aft.org/ae/summer2020/moats 

Gough, P. B., & Tunmer, W. E. (1986). Decoding, reading, and reading disability.

Remedial and Special Education, 7, 6-10.

Flyleaf Publishing. (2016). Emergent Reader Scope and Sequence. Decodable Books: 

Research Based Readers - Flyleaf Publishing. https://flyleafpublishing.com/phonics-scope- 

sequence-and-book-previews/

https://www.aft.org/ae/summer2020/moats


References

The Reading League. (2021). Science of Reading: Defining Guide. Available from 

https://www.thereadingleague.org/what-is-the-science-of-reading/

Seidenberg, M. S., & McClelland, J. L. (1989). A distributed, developmental model of 

word recognition and naming. Psychological Review, 96(4), 523–568. 

https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-295X.96.4.523 

Woolridge, L. (2018, September 12). The National Reading Panel and the big five. Orton 

Gillingham Online Academy. 

https://ortongillinghamonlinetutor.com/the-national-reading-panel-and-the-big-five/

https://www.thereadingleague.org/what-is-the-science-of-reading/
https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-295X.96.4.523


http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq

	The Science of Reading and the Use of Decodable Texts in the Classroom
	

	Scholar's Day presentation - Anna Hudson

