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Missonary-run colleges, for the most part, eventually
folded, or were taken over or duplicated by state‘governments -
but Negro colleges, to this day, have never escaped the mission-
ary influence. Most are teachers' colleges with anoccasional
schoél of theology attached, though many, predictably, are
called universities., Many students insist that they are more
properly "puniversities," and complain that A&M (Agriculture
and Mechanical) are Athletics and Music colleges; A&I (Agri-
culture and Industrial), Athletics and Ignorance; and A&T
(Agriculture and Technical), Athletics and Tomism,

As idealistic white teachers and administrators re-
ﬁreafed, they were replaced by '"colored" personnel who quickly
instituted the mores of the plantation and sought to ape the
academic trivia and adolescent fanfare of white colleges.
These newcomers were mainly descendants of free blacks or
A"houée nigger"™ slaves (those who worked in the house instead
of the field and beceéme domesticated emuletors of upper-
class Southern white manners), They longed to be accepted
at all costs by white society and modeled their lives to
apprdximate'white thinking and behavior - even toward their
own race -~ shunning assoclation and identity with the lower
class,

In Black Bourgeoisie, E. Franklin Fraziler says that

instead of trying to promote a distinctive set of habits and
values in their students, they were, by almost any standard,

rurveyors of super-American, ultra-bourgeois prejudices and



aspirations., Far from fighting to preserve a separate sub-
culture, as other ethnic colleges did, the Negro colleges were
militantly opposed to almost everything which made Negroes
different from whites, on the grounds that it was "lower-class,™

By the mid-1960's, the Negro bourgeoisie administering
Negro colleges had come so much to resent their multiplying
lower class students they fell victim to an effort to '"raise
the quality" of Negro colleges by making them predominantly
white, It was mainly the resistance of black students which
halted this travesty. A case in point was Howard University.

As Howard became ''the Capstone of 'Negro' education,™
it also became an epitome of its.political docility and academic
nothingness, groveling at the feet of outside (mainly govern-
ment) expectations, real or imagined, and fawning upon white
Congressional appropriators. However, in an era of greater
access to white colleges, just then emerging, and "rising
Negro expectatibns," this footshuffling was proving in-
adequate, in the compe%ition for top students and professors.
Faced with this predicament, administrators merely intensified
their Stepin' Fetchit tactics.

In early September 1966, then President James Narbrit

announc ed in.the Washington Post a plan to make Howard "sixty
per cent white" by 1970, a plan opposed by virtually every
student: on campus. To accomplish this goal, the University
had devisedban ingenious program for excluding and/or removing

black students while attracting white ones., Some professors
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elected to office seldom represent genuiine choices of the
student bodles they purport to serve, and, except for

occasional sham attempts to be relevant to student interests,
serve largely antlcal goals. Students seeking self-determination
accordingly feel impelled to take matters into their own hands
and force the administration to serve then.

Most Negro college students want to know how to''break
this: administrative grip." The Dean of Students at UAPB (AM&N)
indicated that, despite a high flunkout rate, UAPB lost more
gtudents each yéar who earn a "C" average and above than students
with less then a "C" average. This could lead to speculation
that most major leaders of black revolutionary groups such as
SNCC - (Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee), RAM (Revolut-
ionary A¢tion Movement) and the Black Panthers, were above-
average, frequently honor students, in predominantly black
colleges or junior colleges, before dropping 6ut in disgust.
Instead of teaching white colleges, by example, the methods of
a new genuine freedom, Negro colleges merely compounded the
most deplorable errors of white college ways.

Consequently, there is an ever-widening gulf between
black students and Negro professors. The Negro professor's
gleeful submission to a "melting pot" uniformity necessarily
pfoduces:in a college involuntarily black an institutional
schizophrenia., "Under such circumstances," wrote Riesman and

Jencks in the Harﬁard Educational Review, "the Negro colleges

could have maintained their self-respect only if they had
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viewed themselves as a pre-revolutionary holding operation,
designed to salvage the victims of injustice," This they hate
never done. Part of the blame rests as much on the professors
as on the administrators,

Negro professors are generally characterized by acquies-
cence to the administration and a regignation to acadenmic
nothinghess, They disidentify with their work - for promotions
are largely social or[political in nature -~ and do enough to
just get by. To compeﬁsate for this condition, professors
ceremonialize the most minute achievements into regal grane< .
diosity. More than half a dozen "academic processions" are
pompously strutted through each term - Founders Day, Charters
Day, Parents Day, May Day, baccalaureate ceremonies and commence-
ment exercises - at which white and Negro dignitaries speak
of receive "honorary" degrees, There is a very high turnover
of personnel, dampened by the addiction to the ownership of
fine homes and the difficulty some of them experience in getting
other jobs, "They are marginal," although some of them will
péd their "bibliographies" with "letters to the editor'" and the
like, Those who dare to rebel are either dismissed on some pre~
text or labeled crazy or "confused." Elborate codes of conduct,
vagdely defined, are set up to keep both faculty and students
in lockstep and submission.

Many students iﬁcreasingly came to realize the inter-
dependence of faculty_and student conditions. More and more

of them are growing aware of the fact that freedom for them is
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freedom for the faculty which in turn will benefit them,

While such sentiments are on the rise in Negro colleges across
the country, they are currently held by only a minority of
students., However, the very apathy and inactivity of the
student majority, bent mainly on hucklebucking through fraterni-
ty Bazaars on the way to.a bachelor's degree and a big-time job,
will permit the militant minority to wield a disaproportionate
impact,

This was the case during the struggle at Howard in 1966-67.
The students wanted notonly to prevent the proposed transfor-
mation of Howard into a white university but also contrarily
to further "blacken" Howard, to "overthrow the Negro college
with white innards and to raise in its place & black university
relevant to the black community and its needs.'" That was not
then a popular orientation of black students at Negro colleges,
Thus, though they were able generally to excite mass protest on
particular issues, the struggle mainly took the form of guer-
rilla propaganda and activity by a small vanguard whose goals
frequently conflicted with moderate and liberal black student
activists who then thought the vanguard too "extreme."

It was difficult to escalate to mass action, the most
successful effort culminating in a boycott of merely one day.
Part of this was due to the absence of provecation by visible
(uninformed) police action on the campus, all violence being
executed by the rebels., Containment took the form of pelice

infiltration and student spies in the employ of the administrafion.
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At the mame time, there was not a single arrest, even after a
police infiltrator was quietly shot near the campus., This,
like many other provocative events such as scattered fires and
other terrorism, was totally kept out of the press, though the
press, like the police, knew about the incidente, Also, there
was almost no invoivement by the faculty members. This less-
ened the spread of support by students though many leaned to-
ward change. In any case, the participation of a faculty
member was a lonely one, leaving him subject to the most trivial
forms of harassment.,

School closed, and in the dead of early summer about
twenty students and six professors (&l1 but one of them white)
received letters of dismissal for their "black power' activities.
The courts readmitted the students, but, though pointing out
that %ﬁw%ere illegally dismissed (without a hearing) have not
acted on %ﬁircase to this day. Meanwhile, the student members
of the Black Power Committee were imprisoned in another town in
a summer "riot-prevention" roundup of Blaék militants, in this
case for allegedly "conspiring to incite: a riot." No bail was
set - until October, leaving the student forces of the year before
gravely decimated., The liberal-moderate students dillydallied
but did little else., There also was no hélp, as promised the
year before, from the community's black militants, including
the Washington Committee for Black Power, an umbrella group
of the activists in the area of which Dr, Nathan Hare was

chairman, This is one of the most crucisl fajilures in the
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black college student struggle, the lack of enduring community

support,

At Howard, as in the case of the provious year's boycott,
student militants exaggerated the united front approach to the
point of fallacy. Excessive in their search for "wide partici-
pation," they turned the leadg#rship over to establishment
students, It was clear by then that the major reason for the
Black Power Committee's relative strength in 1966-67 resulted
from its exclusiveness, although this angered many students
who regarded themselves as "black militants™ and had reputations
for constant espousals of the glories of blackness and revolu-
tionary rhetoric., These students, years later, could still be
found at that game, beating their chests and reading and parrotin
ing Frantz Fanon and Mao Tse-Tung; and it eventually became
apparent that they could not be expected to do much else.

Then there were the grand organizers.who held a unifying
meeting of the representatives of nineteen different groups,
each proposing to have the cure for Howard's ills, They agreed
on a collective name whose acrostics formed an African word
meaning "unity" but they never did do anything else. Which
is what they agreed in the first place that no member-group
should do anything. ThereLﬁgsa united front, apparently, and o
united ££223~

There were many other conclusionsat Howard which have
implications for students everywhere, but they are difficult

to draw. For one thing, the ancient Toms at Howard are being
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